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To the Reader. 


1 I. Ot hing in mine opinion can be more 
F acceptable vnto thee (friendly Reader) 


chen oft reading and peruſing of varie- 


WEES \ WIFE ticof Hyſtories,whichas they be for di- 
. uerſitie of matter pleaſaunt and plauſi- 
ble, euen ſo for example and imitatiou 
good and commendable. The one doth 
rcioyce the werie and tedious minde, many times inuolued 
with ordinarie cares, the other preſcribeth a directe pathe to 
treade the tracte of this preſent life. V Vheretore if in theſe 
newes or nouelles here preſented,there do appeare any thing 
worthy of regarde, giuethankes to the noble Gentleman to 
whowe this booke is dedicated, for whole fake onely, that 
paincl if any ſeme to bee)was holy imployed. Injopthere- 
fore with him this preſent boolce, and curtcouſly with frend 
ly talke report the ſame, for if otherwiſe thou do abuſe it, the 
blame ſhal light on thee, and not on me, which only of good 
will did meane it firſt. But yet if blaming tongues and vn- 
ſtayed heades, wil nedes bebuſy, they ſhal ſuſtain the ſhame, 
for that they haue not yet ſhewen forth any blameleſſe dede 
to lilce effect, as this is ment of me, vvhich when they dogmo 
blame but pray ſe they can receiue. For pray ſe be they vyell 
vvorthy for to haue vvhich in vvell doing do contende. No 
vertuous dede, or zelous worke can want due prayſe of the 
honeſt, though faulting fooles and youthly heades full ofte 
do chaunt the faultles checke, that Momus mouth did ance 
finde out in Venus ſhipper. And yet from faultes I wyll not 
purge theſame, but whatſocuerthey ſeme to be, they be in nb 
ber ne yet in ſubſtaunce ſuch, but that thy curteous dealing 
may ſone amende them or forget them. V Vhereforeto giue 
thee full aduertiſement of the whole collection of theſeno- 
uels, vnderſtande that ſixe of them haue ſelected out of Tis 
tus Liuius, to out of Herodotus, certayn out of Aelianus, 
Xenophon, Aulus Gellius, Plutarche, and other like appro- 
ned authors. Other Nouels haue I adioy ned, choſen * di 
uersIta- 


Tothe Reader. 


diuers Italian and Frenche wryters. V Vherein Iconfeſſe my 
ſelfe not to be ſo well trayned, peraduenture as the fine obs 
of ſuche trauailers would deſire And yet ] truſt ſufficiently 
to expreſſe the ſenſe, of euerye of the ſame , Certaine haue 
I culled out of the Decamerone of Giouan Boccaccio,wherin 
be conteined one hundred Nouelles, amonges whiche there 
be ſome (in my iudgement) that be worthy to be condemp- 
ned to perpetual priſon, but of them ſuch haue I redemed to 
thelibertic of our vulgar, as may be beſt liked, and better ſuf 
fered. Although the ſixt part of the ſame hundreth may full 


well be permitted. And as I my ſelfe haue already done ma- 


ny other of theſame worke yet for this preſet I haue thought 


good to publiſhonly tenne in number, the reſte I haue refer- 
red to them that be able with better {tile to expreſſe the au- 
thours eloquence, or vntil Iadioyne to this another tome, if 
none other in the meane time do preuent me, which with all 
my heart I wiſhe and deſire: becauſe the workes of Boccaccio 
for his ſtile, order of writing, grauitte, and ſententious diſ- 
courſe, is worthy of intire prouulgation. Out of Bandello I 
aue ſelected ſeuẽ, choſing rather to follow Launay and Bel- 
leforeſt the French Tranſlatours, than the barren ſoile of his 
own vain,who being a Lombard, doth frankly confeſſe him 
elfe to be no fine Elorẽtine, or trimme Thoſcane, as eloquẽt 
and gẽtle Boccaccio was. Diuers other alſo be extracted out 
of other Italian and French authours. All which (I truſte)be 
both profitable and pleaſaunt, and wil be liked of the indi- 
ferent Reader. Profitable they be, in that they diſcloſe what 
glorie, honour, and prefermẽt cchemi attaineth by good de- 
ert what felicitie, by honeſt attẽpts, vvhat good ſucceſle, lau 
able enterpriſes do bring to the coragious, vvhat happy ioy 
nd quiet [tate godly loue doth affecte the imbracers of the 
ine. Profitable I fay,in that they do reucale the miſeries of 
pes and fleſhly actiõs, the ouerthrovv of noble mẽ and Prin 
6 by diſordred gouernmẽt, the tragical end of the that vn- 
appely do attẽpt practiſes vicious and horrible. vvilt thou 


Warne hovv to behaue thy ſelf with modeſtic alter thou halt 


atchicued 


The Epiſtle 


atchieued any victorious conqueſt, and not to forget thy 
proſperous fortuneamyd thy glorious triumphe, by com- 
mitting afacte vaworthy of thy valiaunce: reade the firſte 
Nouel of the fortunate Romane Horatius? V Vilt thou vn- 
derſtande what diſhonour and infamie , deſire of libidinous 
luſt doth bring, read the rape of Lucrece? V Vilt thou know, 
what an vnkinde part it is vnnaturally to abuſe the ſtate of 
thine own coũtrie, reade Martius Coriolanus? V Vilt thou 
learne what fruite is reaped of wicked luſte, to diſpoyle vir- 
gins and maydens of their greateſt vertue, ſee the hy ſtorie of 
Appius Claudius and fir Didaco the Spaniſh knight? Deſi- 
reſt thou taknowe howecloſely thou oughteſt to keeps the 
ſecrets of honorable mariage, peruſe the hiſtory of Candau+ 
les? Doſt thou couet to be aduertiſed what is true felicitie, 
reade of kyng Cræ ſus and thewyſe man Solon? Hath the 
Lady, Genltlewoman, or other of the feminine kinde a de- 
fire to beholde a mirrour of chaſtitie, let theim reade ouer 
the Nouelles of the Lady Panthea, of the Duel. eſſe of Sauoy, 
of the Counteſle of Salesburie, of Amadour and Florinda? 
Is the noble man affected to vnderſtand what happy end, the 
vertue of Loyaltie and fidelitie doth conduce, the Earle of 
Angiers may be to hima right good example? V Vill Gen- 
tlemen learne howe to proſecute vertue, and to profligat frõ 
their minde, diſordinate Lone, and affection, I referre theim 
to the Hiſtorie of Tancredi,and to Galgano of Siena: Is not 
the marchaunt contented with his goodes already gottẽ, but 
will needes go ſeeke ſome other trade, let him note and con- 
ſider the daungers wherein the Aduenturer Landolpho was? 
Is he diſpoſed to ſende his factor beyonde the ſeas, about His 
affaires, let him firſt bidde him to peruſe Andreuccio, and the 
commaunde him to beware of Madame Floredelice? If the 
yeoman intendeth to be careful l of his buſineſſe, meaning to 
reape that he hath ſowen in due time, let him take hede ho we 
he repoſe any truſt in friendes and kinſmẽ, leaſt in harueſt he 
be deceiued, which æ ſopes larke doth pretely note. If thearti 
ficer will not faithfully deale according to the truſte repoſed 
: inhim, 
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meete it is) inferiour perſones, eche one youchſafing to 
tell whathee vvas, in the tranſitorie trade of preſent life. 

VVVherefore accepte the ſame in gratefull vviſe, and 
thinke vpon the mynde of him that 2 the ſame, vvhich 
fraughted is vyith no leſſeplentie of good vvill, then the 
coafers of Kyng Cræſus vvere, vvith ſtore of vvorldlye 
pelfe. Fare vvell. 
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THE PALACE 
ol Pleaſure. 


¶ The Romaines and the Albanes being at warres, for 
murics mutually inferred, Metius Suifetius, the Albane 
Captaine deviſed, a waye by a combate, to ioygne bothe 
the Cities in one. Victorie falling to the Nomaines, 
the Romaine victor killed his ſiſter, and v vas 
condemned to die. Aftervvardes vpon 


his fathers ſute he vvas de- 
huered. 


The firſte Nowell. 


REP Sep THE NAME OF PAs 
EN UP LA CE, doth carie a poꝛt of Bas» 
+ 35 ſieſtie, as p10p2e fo2 Pzinces and 
areateſt Eſtates . And as a Ba- 

lace e Court by glozious viewe 

\ W558 ofloftie Towers, doe ſet foth an 

= Wy outwarde owe of great magni⸗ 

ficence . And as that glittering 


dent to earthly Goddes, as well fo the mindes qualities, 
as fo þ bodies acts: So here at our firſt entrie, A thought 
to ſtaye, as it were at the Gate ot this Palace, todifcouer 
the incountrie of ſixe renowmed Gentlemt᷑, bzethzen of e⸗ 
gualnumbte, that by conſent ofeither State, fought and 
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cious pꝛiſes but foꝛ Countrie quarell and libertic of gs 
tiue ſople. Foz the vpper band e vniting two moſt mighty 
Italian citics , that befoze bare eche other moſte mozcatl 
ſpite and deadlye foode , whiche in ende after the bloudie 
ſkirmiſhe of thoſe choſen bzech2en,(fo2 ſauing of a bloudier 
battell) were conioyned, in vnited Monarchie. An biſtozie 
though dzeadfullcohearing as fitter to2 che Campethen 
Cour te, yet fo2 the wozthineſle of che quarell, not to bee 
ſhunned krom tendꝛeſt eares , loꝛ that it ſpꝛeadeth fooꝛth a 
victozious paterne of valiant chiualrie. And fo do the reit 
ſucceding, which ſpeake of glozious chaſtitie of inuincible 
mindes, ot bold aduentures fo2 Countries ſauletie, of na- 
turall pietie in parentes and childzen , and the othe of os 
ther honozable cauſes, ſttte to be diſplaied to eche degree, x 
pꝛactiſed by ſuch, whole functions, pꝛincipally do, o ought | 
to aſpire ſemblable valiaunce, fo2 defence of that whiche 
their Elders, by bloudie [wette haue honozabip gotten, E 
moſt carefully kept. But not by tedious ppoeme to holde p; 
deſirous minde from what is pꝛomiſed, thus it beginneth. 
Numa Pompilius the ſecond king of the Romaines be⸗ 
ing dead, Tullus Hoſtilius ſucteded, which was a luſtie x 
couragious younge Gentleman: And as Numa was giut 
to peace, ſo was he to warres and valiance. It chaunced | 
in bis time that certaine peaſauntes ot the Romaine ditißõ, 
and the like ofthe Albanes, were foꝛaging and dziuing of 
booties the one fro the other. At that time raigned in Alba 
ane C. Cluilius. From whence and from Rome Ambaſla« | 
dours were (ent to redemaunde thinges ſtollen. Tullus 
commaunded bis people that they ſhould deliuer nothing 
till commaundement were giuen in that behalfe: fo2 than 
be knewe right well that the Alban king would not re · 
{fore at all, and therfoze might vpon-tuft cauſe, pꝛoclaime 
warres , Pee receiued the Alban Amballadours in verie 
courteous manner, and they as courteouſſy celebzated his 
ponaurable and ſumptuous intertaignement. Amitie pꝛo. 
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the Romanes and Albanes. 2 
ceded on either parties, til Koniahes begun to bemaũde 
the firſt reſlitntion : which the 'Albanes denied, and ſums 
moned wartes to ber inferred voppon them wit hin thirtie 
daies akter Wherenpon ths Ambaſſabouts craued licence 
of Tullus to ſpeake, which being gtaunted, they fir ſt pur⸗ 
ged themſelues by ignozaunce, chat they knewe no harme 
0) iniutie done to the Romaines, adding kur ther that if 
any thing wert done that ſhoifld not pleaſe Tullus, it was 
againſt their willes, hoping he would remember that they 
were but Ambaſladours, ſubiect to the commaundement 
of their Pꝛince. Their comming was to demaunde a reſti- 
tution, without whiche; they were ſtraightlye charged to 
pꝛoclapme deflaunce/{hermits Twlus! aubfwered; Telf 
your maiſter, that the king ok the Roma nes doth call the 
Godsto witnes;whetyer or them fitſt maketh the quarel, 
to thintent all mẽ may expect the reuẽge of thoſe warres. 
Thich anſwere the Albane Ambaſſadours retourned to 
their maiſter . Great pꝛouiſion fox the warres was made 
on both partes, much like to a ciuile tontention, amoſt be⸗ 
twene the father and the ſonne. Foz the titie of Laumium 
was builded bythe Troians, and Alba by the Lauinians, ot 
whole ſtocke the Romaines toke their beginning. The Al. 
banes ſeing that they were defted ol the Romaines, began 
firſt to enter in Armes 44+ with a maine power perced the 
land of þ Romaines, and emtamped within fine miles of ß 
citie, enuironing their campe with a trenche, which akter⸗ 
wardes was talled Foſſa Cluilia, ot their capitaine, whers 
in Cluilius the king died. Then the Albanes appointed one 
Metius Suffetius, tu be their Dictator. Tullus vnderſtan⸗ 
ding the death ol their Pence. with great expedition mar⸗ 
ched into the countrie about Alba, paſſing by the Albanes 

campe in the night, which by the watche and ſcontes was 
ſkried. Then he retired, to lodge as nere the enemy as hee 
tould, ſending an Amballadour bekoze, to require Tullus 
that he would come to Parle befozethey konght, and than 
B ili he had 
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he hada thing to la pe, no leſſe pzofitable to the Romaines, 
then to the Albanes , Tullus not contempning that condi⸗ 
tion agreed. Ahe reupon both did put them ſelues in rea» 
dines, c befozethey iopned, both the captaines with certain 
of their chiefe oflicers, came fozth to talke, where Metius 
ſayde theſe woꝛdes. The mutuall iniuries that hath been 
done, and the withholding and keping of thinges caried as 
wap,contrary to the truce 2 and that our king Cluilius, is 
the authour and beginner oftheſe warres, J do heart and 
aſſuredly vnderſtande fo2 a trothe. And J vo not doubte, 
Tullus, but thou alſo doeſt conceiue the ſame, to be the on⸗ 
ly occaſion of this hoſtilitie. Motwithſtandinge, il I may 
ſpeake rather the truthe , then vtter any gloſing wooꝛdes 
by waye of flatterie, the ambicious deſire of both the Em⸗ 
pires, doth moſte of all ſtimulate and pꝛouokc both the ci⸗ 
ties, being of one affinitie, and neighbours, to bſe this fozce 
of Armes. But whether this my coniecture bee righte 02 
wong, they oughte to conſider , whiche firſte began the 
warres. The Albanes haue created me their Cap aine, of 
this enterp2yſe. J come to geue aduertiſement to thee , O 
Tullus,of this one thing. Mhich is. that the I huſcans bes 
ing a great nation, and of power right famous, doth enui⸗ 
rone vs both rounde about, ant the nercr they be vnto pou, 
the moze knowledge you haue of them. They be mightie 
vpon lande, and of great power vpon Sea. Call to thy re- 
membzaunce and couſider, that when thou geueſt the ſigne 
and watch woꝛde of the battell, our twoo armies ſhall bee 
but a ridiculous ſpectacle to them. So lone as they doe 
perce;ue vs twoo to bee ſpent , and weried with fighting, 
they will bothe aſlaple the vanquiſhed , and him alſo that 
doeth overcome , Mherekoze if the Goddes dofarour ep- 
ther of bs, let vs not ſhewe our ſelues to bee wearie of our 
libertie and franchile that is certaine, and hazard the dice 
to incurre prryecuall ſeruitude and bondage. Ther fozc let 
vs deuile ſome other wape, wher by the one ol vs may go⸗ 

lerne 


the Romanes and Albanes. 3 


uerne the other withouceffilion of eithers bloud. 
This condition nothing diſpleaſed Tullus, although in 
courage, hope of victozie, he was moꝛe fierce and bolder 
then the other. And being in conſultation about the purs 
pole,fo2tune miniſtred an apt occaſion to them both: foꝛ in 
either campes there were the bzethzen,of age and valiãce 
ſemblable. The bꝛethzen that were in the Romaine campe 
were called Horatij, the other Curiatij. Mhereupon a cis 
bate was thought meete betwene theſe ſixe per ſones. Ak. 
ter the Romaines had vſed their ſolempne maners of coſe» 
crating the truces, and other rites concerning the ſame, ei⸗ 
ther partes repaired to the cõbate. Both the armies ſtove 
in readines bekoꝛe their cãpes, rather voyde of pꝛeſent pes 
rill thenofcare:fo2 the ſtate ot either ol their Empires, cã 
ſited in the valiance e foztune of a fewe. TAher foʒe theire 
mindes were wonderfullye bent #incenſed vpon that vn⸗ 
pleaſant ſight. The ſigne ot the cobat was giuen.The thze 
vonge menofeither ſide do ioigne with furious 4 cruel on» 
ſet, repꝛeſenting the courages of two battelles of puiſſaunt 
armies.Fo2the loſle conſiſted in neither thoſe thꝛee, but 5 
publique gouernement oz common thzaldome of both the 
cities, that was the future foꝛtune.whiche they did trie £ 
pꝛoue. So lone as the claſhing armoure did ſound at their 
fir? incountrie, and their glittering ſwozdes did ſhine , an 
incredible hozro2 and feare perced che beholders , e hope 
inclining to either partes, their voyce and myndes were 
whiſt and ſilent. But after they were cloſed together, not 
onely the mouing of their bodies, and doubtfull welding 
and handling of their weapons, but bloudpye woundes ap⸗ 
peared, two ot þ Romaines falling downeſtarke dead one 
bppon an other: But befoze the thzee Albanes were ſoze 
hurt. Whereat the Albane hoſte ſhouted foz iove. The 
Romaine Legions were vopde of hope, amazedto ſee but 
one, remapne againſt chzee ; Jt chaunced that hee that 


ſpued whyche as hee was but one alone, an vnmeete 
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matche fo2 the reſt) ſo he was ſierce, and thougbt himſelfe 
god enough fo2 them all. Therekoze to ſeparate their 
fight, he flede backe, meaning thereby to geue eueryof the 
their welcome as they followed . When be was retired a 
good ſpace from the place wher they fought,loking back, 
be ſame them followeſome diſtãce one from an other, and 
as one of them appꝛoched, be let dꝛiue at him with great 
violence. And whiles the Albane hoſte cried out vpon the 
Curiatij, to helpe cheir-bzother, Horatius had killed his e⸗ 
nemie, and demaunded fo2 the ſeconde battaile. Then the 
Romaines tucouraged their champiõ with acclamatiũs 
ſhoutes, as fearefalimen be wont to do vpon che ſovaine, 
and Horatius ſpedeth him elfe to the fight, And befoze the 
other could ouertake him, which was not karre ok, bee had 
killed an other of the Curiatij. Nowe were thepequallp 
matched one to one, but in hope and ſtrengthe vnlike. Fox 
the one was kree ol wounde oꝛ hurte : cruell and ſiet ce by 
reaſon of double victoziegthe other faint ſoꝝ loſſe of blouds 
and wearte of running, and who with panting bꝛeath, dif 
comfited foꝛ his bꝛethꝛens ſlaugbter >flaine-befoze him, is 
now obiected to ſight with his victozious enemy. A match 
altogether vnequall. Horatius reiopſing ſayd, two of thy 
bꝛethꝛen I haue diſpatched; the thirde, che cauſe ot this 
battaill, I will take in hand: chat the Romames mape bee 
lozdes of the Albanes. Curiatius not able to ſuſtaine bis 
blowe, fell downe, and lying vpon his backe, he thzuſt him 
into the thꝛote wich his ſwoꝛde; whiche done he diſpopled 
him of his armure. Then the Romaines in great triumphe 
and reiople intertaignen Horatius, and their ioye was ohe 
greater, fo2 that the feare at their ouerthꝛawe was the 
nearer. This cùhmbate being ended, the Albanes became 
ſubiecte to the Romaines, and betoꝛe Metius departedz; he 
alued Fullus if hee would commaunde him aup further 
ſeruice. Luba willed him to kepe the pounge ſouldiours 
Uill in inter taignemens koza hat heemdulde require cheit 
7 1 aide 
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aide againſt the Veientes. The Armie diſſolued, Hora- 
tius like a Conquerour marched home to Rome, the thzee 
ſpoyles of his ennemies being bozne befoze hym. 

The ſaid Horatius had aſiſter , which was eſpouſed to one 
of the Curiatij that were ſlaine, who meeting her bzother 
in chetriumphe , at one ofthe gates called Capena, and 
knowing the Coate armure of her paramour, bozne vpon 
her bzothers ſhoulders, which ſhe had wzought and made 
with her owne handes: She tozeand rent the heare of her 
beade,and moſt piteouſſye bewapled the death of her belo⸗ 
ted. Yer bꝛother being in the pꝛide of his victozie taking 
the lamentation of his ſiſter, in diſdainful part, dꝛew oute 
his ſwoꝛd, and thꝛuſte her thꝛough ſpeaking theſe repꝛoch⸗ 
full woozdes: Auaunt with thy vnreaſonable laue, gette 
thee to thy ſpouſe. Maſt thou koꝛgotten the death ol thy two 
bꝛethzen that be llaine, the pꝛoſperous ſucceſſe of thy vic 
tozious bzother, and chiefelye the happye deliueraunce of 
thy countrie: Let that Romaine waman whatſoeuer ſhe 
be, take like rewarde, that ſhall bewaile the death ofthe 
ennemie. Thich hoꝛrible facte ſeemed moſt cruell tothe 
fkathers and people. Foꝛʒ which offence he was bzaaught bes 
foze the kinge, whom he deltuered to be tudged accozding 
to the lawe. The law count inpned him. Then be appea⸗ 
led to the people. Ja which appeale P. Horatius his fas 
ther ſpake theſe moves: My daughter is ſlaine, not with⸗ 
out iuſt deſert, which ik it were not ſo, J would haue ſued 
fo2 condigne puniſhmente, to be frecuted vpon my ſonne, 
accozding tothe naturall pietie of a father. Therfoze I 
veſeech you do not ſuffer me, whom pou baue ſcene in time 
paſt, beautiſied with a noble rate and pꝛogenie of childzen, 
nowe to be vtterlye deftityceand vopde of all together. 
Then hee embzaſed his ſonne amonges them all, and ſhe⸗ 
wed the ſpoiles of the Curatiens, ſapinge : Can you abide 
to ſee this noble Champion(D ye Romaines) whom late- 


ly pe behelde to go in ozder of triumphe in victozious mas 
ner, to 
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ner,tolyenowe bounde vn der che gibet, expecting fo tote 
mentes of death: Which cruell and vetozmed ſight , the 
Albanes eyes can not well be able to beholde, goe to then 
thou hangman, and binde the handes of him, who hath at⸗ 
chieued to the Romaine people a glozious Emppꝛe: Goe 
I ape and couer the face of him that hath deliuered this 
citie out of thzalvome and bondage. Mang bim vpon ſome 
vnhappie tree, and ſcourge him in ſom? place within the 
Citie, either amongs theſe our triumphes, where the ſpots 
les of our enemies do remaine, o2 els without the walles, 
amonges the graues of the vanquiſhed . Whether canyee 
deuiſe to carrie him, but that his honourable and wozthpe 
actes, ſhal reueng the villanie ol his cruel death. The peo⸗ 
ple bearing the lamentable talke of his father. and ſeinge 
in him an vnmoueable minde, able to ſuſtaine al aduerſity, 
acquited him rather thꝛough the admiratid of his vertue & 
baltance, then by iuſtice q equity of his cauſe. Such was 
the ſtraite oꝛder of iuſtice amonges the Romaines,who al⸗ 
though this yonge gentleman had vindicated his countrie 
from ſeruitude and bondage (a noble memoꝛpe of perfecte 
manhode) pet by reaſon of the murder done bppon his 
owne ſiſter, were very ſtraite and ſlacke to pardon: 
becauſe they would not incourage the poſteritie 
to like inconuentence,i1o2 pꝛouoke wel doers 
in their gloꝛzpe and triumphe, ta 
perpetrate thinges vn⸗ 
lawfull, 
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Sextus Tarquinius rauiſhed Lucrece, And ſhe beway. 
* g the loſſe of her chaſtitie, killed her ſelfe. 


T he ſecond Nogell. 


Neat pꝛeparatiũ was made by the Ro 

N maines, againſt a people called Rutu 

li, wbo had a citie named Ardea, excel- 

ling in wealth and riches which was 

the cauſe that the Romaine king, bes 

= Ying erbauſted and quite boyde of mos 

2 ney, by reaſon of his ſumptuous buil⸗ 
dinges, made warres bppon that countrie , Jathe time of 
the ſiege of that citie the yonge Romaine gentlemen ban⸗ 
queted one an other,amonges whom chere was one called 
Collatinus Tarquinius, the ſonne of Egerius. And by 
chaunce they entred in communication ok their wines,eues 
ry one pꝛapſing his ſeueral ſpouſe, At length the talke be» 
gan to grow hot, whereupon Collatinus ſaid, that woꝛds 
were vaine.Fo2 within few houres it might be tried, how 
much his wife Lucretia did excel che reſt wherefoze(@ he) 
if there be any liuelihod in you: Let vs take our hczſe, to 
pꝛoue which of oure wiues doth ſurmount. Theruppon 
theproode to Rome in poſt. At their comming they found 
the kinges doughters, ſpoztinge themſelues with ſondꝛye 
paſtimes: Fromthence thep went to the houſe of Colla- 
tinus, where they founde Lucrece, not as the other be- 
koze named, ſpending time in idlenes, but late in the nig bt 
octupied & buſie amonges her mapdes in 5 middes of her 
houſe ſpinning ot woll. The victoꝛy & pꝛayſe wherof was 
giueu to Lucretia, who whT ſhe ſaw her huſvand, gentlie x 
lauinglie intertained him, æ curteouſlpe badde þ Tarqui- 
niãs welcome, Jmmedtatly Sextus Tarquinius þ ſonne of 
Tarquinius Superbus,(that time the Romaine king) was 


incenſed wyth a libidious deſirc to conſtrupate ⁊᷑ de ſoure 
Lucreces 


The Rape of Lucrece. 
Lucrece. When the ponge gentlemen had bello wed chat 
night pleaſontly with their wiues, they retourned to the 
Campe. Not long after Sextus Tarquinius with one mã 
retourned to Collatia unknowettto Collutinus, and igno⸗ 
rant to Lucrece andthe reſt oł her houſhold, fo2 what pure 
pole he tame. ho being well inter tapned, akter ſupper 
was conueighed to his Chamber. Tarquinius burninge 
with the loue of Luciece, after he perceiued the houſholde 
to be at reſte, amd all thinges in quiet, with his naked 
ſwoꝛde in his hande, wente to Lucrece being a ſlee pe, anv * 
keeping her downe with his lekte hande, ſaide . Yolde thy 
peace Lucrece, J am Sextus Tarqumius, myſwozdets in 
my hand, if thou er ie, I will kill thee. The gentlewoman- 
ſoze aftayed, being newely awaked oute of her ſleepe, and 
ſeing iminent death, could not cell what to do. Then Tar- 
quinius conkeſſed his loue, and began to intreate her, and 
therewithall vſed ſundzy minacing woꝛdes, by all meanes 
attempting to make her quiet: when he ſaw her obltinate; : 
and that ſhe woulde not pelde to his requeſt, notwichſtan⸗ 5 
ding his cruell thꝛeates, he added ſhameful and villanous 
ſpeach, ſaying, That he would kill her, and when ſhe was 
flaine, he woulde alſo kill his ſlaue, and place him by her. 
that it might be repoztedhowe ſhe was ſlaine, being taken 
in adulterie. She vanquiſhed with his terrible and infa ⸗ 
mous thꝛeate. Mis fleſhlye and licentious enterpꝛice, ouer⸗ 
came the puritie of her chaſte and honeſt hart, which done 
he departed. Then Lucrece ſent a poſtto Rome to her fa - 
ther, and an other to Ardea to her huſ bande, requiringe 
them that they would make ſpeede to come vnto her, with 
certaineof their truſtie frendes,fo2 that a cruell facte was 
chaunced, Then Sp. Lucretius with P. Valerius the ſonne 
of Voleſius, and Collatinus with L. Iunius Brutus, made 
half to Lucrece, Where thep founde her ſitting, very pens 
ſtke and ſadde, in her chamber , So ſone as ſhe ſawe them 
the began pitioully to wee pe. Then her huſband al wry her, 

** whether 
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wbether all thinges were well, vnto whom ſhe ſapde theſt 
woꝛdes. | 12912 
No dere huſbande, fo2 what can be well oz ſafe bnto a 2» 
woman, when the hath loſt her chaſtitie : Alas Collatine, 55 
the ſteppes of an other man, be now fixed in thy bed, But 2» 
it is mp bodye onely p is violated,mp minde God knoweth * 
is giltles, whereof mp death ſhalbe witneſſe. But tfyou 2» 
be men, giue me pour handes and trouth , that the adul- 2 
terer may not eſcapevnreuenged. It is Sextus Tarqui- 2 
mus whoe being an enemie, in ſteede of a frende, the other ?* 
night came vnto mee, armed with his lwoꝛd in his hand, 2 
and by violence taried away from me (the Goddes know) 22 
a woful top, Then euerp one of them gaue ber their faith, #2? 
comfoꝛted þ penſife æ languiſhing lady, imputing p ollẽce 
to the authour and doer of the ſaine,affirming vᷣ ber bodye 
was polluted, and not her minde,# where cöſent was not, 
there the crime was abſente. Mhereunto ſhee added. J 
pꝛaye you conſtder with pour ſelues. what puniſhmente is 
due foꝛ the malefactour. As foʒ my part, thongh Icleare 
my ſelte of the offlence, my body ſhall feele the puniſhment: 
foꝛ no vnchaſt oz ill woman, ſhall hereafter impute no diſ⸗ 
honeſt act to Lucrece. Then ſhe dꝛewe out a knife, which 
ſhe had hidden ſecretely, vnder her kirtle, and ſtabbed her 
ſelfe to the harte. Which done, ſhe fell downe gronelinge 
bypon her wound g died. Uhereupon her kather and hul⸗ 
band made great lamẽtation, as they were bewayling 5 
death of Lucrece, Brutus plucked the knife oute of the 
wound, which guſhed out with aboundance of bloude,and 
holding it vp ſaid, I ſweare by the chaff bloud of this bo» 
dy here dead, x J take yon the immoztall Gods to witnes, 
that J will dzine and extirpate oute ofthis Citie, both L. 
Tarquinius Superbus, and his wicked wife, with all the 
race of his childꝛen and pꝛogenie, ſo that none of them, ne 
yet any others ſhall raigne anve longer in Rome. Then 


bee delivered the knife co Collatinus. a , oUn | 
alerts 
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Valerius whomarueyled at the ſtrangeneſſe of bis wozds: 
and from whence he ſhould concetue that determination. 
They all ſwoze that othe. And followed Brutus as their 
Captaine, in his conceiued purpoſe. The body of Lucrece 
was bꝛought into the market place, where the people wõ⸗ 
dꝛed at the vileneſſe of that facte, euery man complapning 
vppon the miſchiete of that facinozous tape, committed by 
Tarquinius , Mhetbpon Brutus perſwaded the Romap⸗ 
nes, that they ſhould ceaſe from teares and other childiſhe 
lamentactons, & to take weapons in their handes. to ſhew 
themſelues like men. 

Then the luſtieſt and moſt deſperate perſons within the 
Citie , made themſetues pꝛeſt and readie, to attempte anp 
enterpꝛile. And after a garriſon was placed and beſtowen 
at Collatia, diligent watche and ward was kept at the ga⸗ 
tes ofthe Citie, to the intent the kinge ſhould haue no ad⸗ 
uertiſement ot᷑ that ſturre. The reſt of the ſouldiours fol» 
lowed Brutus to Nome. 

When he was come thither , the armed multitude did 
beate a marueilous feare thzoughout the whole Citie:but 
pet becauſe they ſawe the chiefeſte parſonages goe befoze, 
they thought that the ſame enter pꝛiſe was taken in vaine. 
CWherefoze the people out of all places of the Citie, ranne 
into themarket place, Where Brutus complained of the 
abhominable Rape of Lucrece, committed by Sextus Tar- 
quinius. And thereunto he added þ pꝛide and inſolent bes 
bauiour of the king, the miſerie and dꝛudgerie of the peo- 
ple, and howe they, which in time paſte were victours and 
Conquerours, were made of men of warre, Artificers and 
Labourers. He remembzed alſo the infamous murder of 
Seruius Tullius their late kinge. Theſe and ſuch like he 
called to the peoples remembꝛaunce, whereby they abꝛo⸗ 
gated and depoſed Tarquinius, baniſhing him, bis wike, 
cþildzen, Then he leuied an armie ok choſen and piked mf, 
and marched to the Campe at Ardea, commitring the go⸗ 
uerne⸗ 
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nernementeof the Citie to Lucretius, who befoze was by 
the king appointed Lieutenant. Tullia in the time of this 
burlie bur lie, ſledde from her houſe, all the people curling 
and crying vengeaunce vpon her. Newes bꝛought into þ 
Campe of theſe euentes, the king with great feare retour⸗ 
ned to Nome, to repꝛeſſe thoſe tumultes. And Brutus hea⸗ 
ringe of his appzoche, marched another waye,becauſe hee 
woulde not: meete him. Then Tarquinius was come to 
Rome, the gates were ſhutce againſt him, and he himſelfe 
comaunded to auoide into exile. The campe receiued Bru · 
tus with great ioye and triumphe, fo2 that he had deliue⸗ 
red the Citie of ſuch a tyꝛaunte. Then Tarquinius whis 
childzen fledde to Cære, a Citie of the Hetrurians. And as 
Sextus Tarquinius was going, he was ſlaine by thoſe that 
pꝛe meditated reuengemente, ok olde murder and iniuries 
by him done to their pꝛedeceſſours. This L. Tarquinius 
Superbus raigned xxv.yeates. The raigne of the kinges 
from the firſt foundation of the Citie continued CCxliiii. 
yeares. After which gouernmente two Conſulg 
were appolnted,fo2 the oꝛder and adminiſtrati⸗ 
on of the Citie. And fo2 that peare L. Iuni- 
us Brutus, and L. Tarqui- 
nius, Collatinus. 
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C The hi ege of Rome by porſenna and the valiaunt de- 
luerie thereof by Mutius Scæuola, with his ſtoute 
aunſwere vnto the kinge, | 


Theiy, Nouell. 


Hen P. Valerius and T. Lucretius 
were created Conſuls, Porſenna 
tinge of arne the inlli⸗ 


— - 


i huge armie. The ny 3 did 
möderkullp appallche Senate:foz 


- befoze that time — to the Romaines , who did not 
- onelp feare their enemies, but alſo theix owne-ſubtects,ſus 
ſpeeting left they ſhould be ſoꝛced to retaine the kinges a» 
gaine All which afterwards, were thzough the wiſezome 
and diſcretionof the fathers quietlye appeaſed, e the citie 
reduted to ſuch vnitie g courage, as all ſozts of people defs 
piſed p name of king. When the enemies were appꝛoched, 
the rurall people abandoning their colonies, fled fo2 reſcue 
into þ citie. The citie was diuided into garriſõs:ſome kept 
the walles, and ſome the wape ouer Tiber, which was 
thoucht very ſafe and able to be defended. Althoughe the 
wodden bzidge made onerp Niuer, had almoſt been an opt 
way fo2 the enemies entrie, whereof Horacius Cocles,as 
foꝛtune ſerued that dap, bad thecharge. Who ſo mankully 
behaued hinffelfe, as after he had bypken vp and burned þ 
bzidge,and done sther-iotableexplaites;he defended that 
paſſage with ſuch.valjance; chat the vefence therof ſeemed 
miraculons, to the great aſtoniſhment of the enemies. In 
fine Porſenna ſeing that he coulde litle pꝛeuaile in the af- 
ſault, retourned to the Campe, determining nenertheleſſe 
to continue his ſiege. At which time one Caius Mutius, a 


ponge 
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vonge gentleman of Nome; purpoſed to aduenture ſome 
notable enter pꝛile: ſaying to the Senatoꝛs theſe woꝛds. Z 
determine ta palle the Niuer, and enter if J can, into the 
cainpe of the enemies, not to fetch ſpoile, oʒ to reuẽge mu⸗ 
tual iniuries, but to hazard greater matters, if the Gods 
be aſſiſtant vnto me. The Senate under ſtanding the effect 
of his indeuour, allowed his deuife. And then hauinge a 
ſwoꝛd vnder his garmẽt, went foꝛth. When he was come 
into the thꝛong, de conueighed himlelfe as nere the kinges 
pauilion as he could, Jt chaunced that he was paying was 
ges day to his ſouldiours, by whom his Secretarie did 
ſit in ſuch apparell, almoſt as che king htmſelfe din weare. 
Mutius being a fraide to demaunde which of them was 5 
king, leſt he ould bewꝛay himſelfe, fodainly killed d Se⸗ 
eretarie in ſteede ol the king, and as he was making wape 
with his bloudie ſwozde to eſcape, he was appꝛebenden e 
b2ought befoze the king. and with maruailous ſtoutneſſe 
audacitie, ſpake theſs woꝛds. Jama citizen of Rome, and 
my name is Mutius and beinge an enemp, I woulde faine 
haue killed mine enemie. Foz which attempt Jeſteeme na 
monꝛe tu vie, then Jcared to commit the murder. It is na⸗ 
turally giuen to the Romaines, both valiantly ta do, and 
ſtoutly to ſuffer, And not Jalone haue colpired thy death, 
but a greate nomber of vs, haue pꝛomiſed the like, c hope 
tu pꝛoſecute ſemb lable pzayſe and glozie: wherfoꝛe if this 
beginninge do not pleaſe three, make thy ſelfe ready euerye 
houre to txpect like perill, and to light foz thy ſelfe:' And 
matte accompt; v euery day euen at the doꝛe ol thine owne 
lodging, thy enempe armed doth waite koꝛ thee: we alone 
yong gentlemen ok the Citie vo ſtand at deſtance, and pꝛo⸗ 
nounce vppon thee this kinde of battaile. Feare no armieg 
dꝛother hoſtilitie. Fox with thee alone, and with eucrye 
one of vs theſe warres ſhulbe tryed. The king aſtouied w 
chat bold and deſperate! oncerpyiſe, fell into a great rage c 


kurie, 6 Mutius pꝛeſentlye to be conſumes 
C with, 
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with kyꝛe, vnleſſe he would out o band tell him the oꝛder ol 
cc the purpoled and deuiled treaſon. Behold O king (q bee) 
ce how litle they care fo they bodies, that do aſpire t ſeeke 
ce fo2 fame and glozie. And then he thꝛuſt his right hand in⸗ 

to the fire, and roſted p ſame in the flame, like one that had 

been out of his wits. The king amazed wyth þ ſtraung⸗ 

nes ok the fact, ſtepped downe from þ ſeate. and cauſed him 
et to be taken from the fire. ſaping. Away frend ( ꝙ the king) 
cc thou haſt killed thy ſelfe, and aduentured hoſtilitie vppon 
cc thy ſelke rather then againſt mee. Surelp J would thincke 
cc mine eſtate happie, ił like valiaunce were to be foũd wyth⸗ 
cc in p boundes ol my countrye. Wherfoze bylaw of Armes 
ce J ſet the at libertie to go whither thou liſt, wherunto Mu- 
cc tius ko atquiting that deſert, aunſwered. Foz as much as 
cc thou haſt thus honourably delt with me, J wil koꝛ recom⸗ 
ce pente ot this benelite, ſaye thus muche vnto thee, whych by 
cc thꝛeates thou ſhouldeſt neuer haue gotten at my handes. 
ce Thee hundꝛed ok vs v be ponge noble men of Rome, baue 
cc conſpired thy death, tuen by the like attempt. It was my 
cc lat to come ſirſt,. the reſte when koꝛtune (hall giue oppoztus 
cc nitie, euere one in his tourne will giue the adventure. 

Mhereupon be was diſmiſſed, and after wards was called 

Scxuola,fo2 the loſle of his right bande. Then peace was 

offered tothe Romapnes,who vpon conditions that þ ene⸗ 

mies garriſons ſhould be withdꝛawen from laniculum, c 

that the country wonne of the Veientines, ſhauld be reſta⸗ 

red againe, gaue hoſtages. Amonges whom there was a 

gentlewoman talled Cloelia delivered into the handes of 
the Hetrurians, who decepuinge her keepers, conueighed 
berſelte and the other pledges from their enemies, ſwim 
ming otter the riuer of Tiber, arriued at Rome in ſafetye, 
which being redemaũded by Porſenna, were ſent backe as 
gaine. The king dztuen into a wonderfull admiration fox 
the deſperate and manly enterpꝛiſes, done by p Romaine 

Nation, retourned the maiden home againe to ons — 

whole 
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whoſe honour the NRomaines erected an Image on hozſes 


backe, placed at the vpper ende of the ſtreate called Sacra 
via. And fo peace was concluded betweene Porſenna and 


the Romapnes. f 


© Martius Coriolanus goinge about to repreſſe the com- 
mon people of Rome with dearth of Corne was baniſhed. 
For reuengement whereof he perſwaded Accius Tullius 
ling of the Volſeiũs, to male warres vpõ the Romaynes, 
and he himſelfe in their ayde, came in his one perſon. 
The Citic brought to greate miſerye, the fathers deuiſed 
meanes to deliuer the ſame, & ſent vnto the Volſcii.capez - 
the mother, the wife and children of Coriolanus. Vpon 
whoſe complaintes Coriolanus withdrewe the Volſcians. 
And the citie vas reduced to quietnes. 13228 


SO 77 ing, Noel. 


La E242 theyeare that Titus Geganiusand Pu- 
Lea blu⸗ Minnutius were Conſuls, when alt 
Vs (I thinges were quiet abꝛode, and diſlention ae 
Fa bome appeaſed, an other great miſthiefe in» | 
uaded ß citie. Firſt a vearth of victuals, fog 
p the land was vntilted, by the peoples departure, thẽ a fa - 
mine, ſuch as chaũceth to the beſieged: which had bꝛoughe 
a great deſtructiũ ot᷑ people, had not the Conſuls fozſeene 
p ſame, by pꝛouiſion in foꝛren plates. They ſent parneidꝛs 
into Sciciliat but the malice of the cities adioyning, ſfaped 
the pꝛouiſton that was made a farte ok. The Coꝛne pꝛout⸗ 
ded at Cumas was ſtaped fox the goodes of Tarquiniusby 
Ariſtodemus the tpzant,that was his heire. The next pere 
followinge, a greats maſle of Cozne was tranſpoꝛted oute 
sf Scicile, in the time of the Conſuls, M. Minutius and 
A, Sewpronius . Thenthe Senate conſulted, vppon the 
Wt C i diſtribution. 
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diſtribution of the ſame vnto the people. Diuers thought 
that the time was then come, to bzidle & ſuppꝛeſſe the peo* 
ple, that thereby they mighte the rather recouer thoſe pꝛi⸗ 
uileges, which were extozted from the fathers, Amonges 
whom Martius Coriolanus a ponge gentleman was the 
chiefeſk , who being an enemie to the Tribune authozitie, 
cc {aid theſe wooꝛds. It the people will haue victuals cone 
ce at that pꝛice, whereat it was aſſiſed and rated in time pat, 
cc then it is meete and neceſſarie, that they render to the fa⸗ 
cc chers, their auucient auctozitie and pꝛiuilege. Foz to what 
cc purpole be the plebetan Mag iſtrates oꝛdamed : Fo what 
ce tonſide ration ſhall I ſuffer my ſelte to be ſubiugate under 
cc the authozitie of Sicinius, as thoughJ wert conuerſaunte 
ce amonges theeues: Shal Jabide theſe iniuries any longer 
ec to continue, then is neteſſarie:J that could not ſuffer Tar- 
ce quinius the king, chal J be pacient with Sicinius Let Si- 
ce cinius bepart if he will. let bim dzaw the people after him: 
ce the way pet is open to the ſacred hill, ę tothe other moun⸗ 
cc taines, Let the rob vs of our coꝛne which they toke away 
ce krom our owne land, as they did 3. peares paſte, let them 
ce eniop the victuals. which in their furie they did gather. A 
ce dare be bold to ſaye thus much, that being warned and ta⸗ 
ce med, by this p2eſent penurie, they had rather plow and til 
ec the land. then they would ſuffer the ſame to be vncultured, 
ce by withdzawing themſelues to armure. It is not lo eaſy to 
cc be ſpoken, as I thincke it may with facilicie be bꝛought to 
ce palle, that vpon cõditious the pꝛices of victuals ſhould be 
ce abated, the fathers might remoue the auctboꝛitie of þ Tri 
cc bunes ; diſanul all thoſe lawes, which againſt their wills 
were ratefied and confirmed, This ſentence ſeemed cruel 
to the fathers, and almoſt had let the people tagether by 
the eares, whoe woulde haue tozne bim in peeces, had not 
the Tribunes appointed a day foz bis appearance. TUbers 
bpon their furie fo2 that time mas appeaſed, Coriolanus 
ſeinge the peoples ragetoencreale, and conſideringe that 


thep | 
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they ſhould be his Judge, when the day of his apparance 
was come, be abſented himſelke, & therfoze was condemp⸗ 
ned. Then be fled to the Volſcians,of who he was gently 
interteigned: and lodged in the houſe of Accius Tullius, 
the cbiefe of that citie,and a deadly enemie to the Romaps | 
nes, Upon daily conference and conſultation had betwene 
them, they coſulted by what fleight oꝛ pollicie, they might 
comence a quarrell againft the Romaines. And becauſe 
they doubted, that the Volſcians would not eaſely be per · 

ſwaded thereunto, beinge ſooft vanquiſhed and ill intreas . . 
ted, thep excogitated ſome other newe occaſion . In the 
meane time T. Latinius one of the plebeian ſozte, perceye 
ning that the Romaynes went about to inſkitute great pa⸗ 
ſtimes,conceiued a dꝛeame, wherein hee ſawe Iuppiter to 
ſpeake vnta him, & ſaid that he liked not the towardnes of 
thoſe games, and in caſe 5 ſame were not celebzated, with 
great ropaltie and magnificens , they would ingender pe⸗ 
rill to the citie: which dꝛeame he declared to the Conſuls, 
Then ihe Senate gaue oꝛder, that the ſame ſhoulde be ads 
dꝛelſed with great pompe x triumphe:whereunto thzough 
thinſtigacion ok Accius, a greate nomber ofthe Volſcians 
reſozted. But befoze 5ᷣ plaies begunne, Tullius accozding 
to the compact agreed vpon, vetwene him and Coriolan?, 
ſecretely repaired to the Conſuls, and taking thema ſyde, 
declared that he had to ſap vnto them a matter touching ß 
pablique wealth of their citie, in theſe woꝛds. Jam fezced 
againſt my will to ſignifie vnto you a matter, toucheth þ 
condition of mine owne ſubtectes and countrie men. J 
come not to accuſe them, as thoughe they had already ad- 
mitted any thinge, but J come to giue you a pzemonition, |. 
leſt they ſhould perpetrate ſome occaſion, contrary to oꝛ· „ 
der of your Citie. The diſpoſition ok my countrie men, is „ 
moze inconſt ant then J would wiſh: which we baue felt, to _ 
dur great loſſe æ decaie. The caule of oure ſecurity at this _ 


pꝛelent, is rather ſuffered by pour pacience,then by our de _. 
C üt. ſec. 
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ec ſert. Here be at this inſtant a great multitude of Volſcias: 
ec Here be games pꝛepared, e che citie thzoughlpe bent to be⸗ 
cc hold them J do remember what was done vpon like occa⸗ 
cc ſion in this Citie by p Romain poutb. J treble to thincke, 
cc What may be ralhly attempted, wherfoze J thought good 
cc both foꝛ your owne ſakes & foꝛ auoyding of mutual diſplea 
cc ſure, to fozetel you of theſe things. And fo2 mine owne part 
cc Jpurpoſe immediatlpe to returne home, becauſe J wil as 
c uoide the daunger e peril, d maye chaunce by my pꝛeſence. 
chen he had ſpoken thoſe woꝛds, be departed. The Cone 
ſuls immediatly recõpted þ requeſtof Accius to 5 Senate: 
who moꝛꝛ eſteming the perſonage, from whence the lame 
did pꝛocede, then the matter v was ſpoken, determined to 
free a remedie fo2 the ſame, &immediatlye cauſed the 
Volſcians to auoide the citie,ſending officers about, to cõ⸗ 
maund them to depart þ night : vpon which ſodain edict, at 
the firſt they began to marueile. And afterwards they con 
teiued great griefe and offence, fo2 ↄᷣ their vnneighbourlye 
ente rtaigmẽt. And as they were paſling out of the gitie in 
a long traine, Tullius being vpon the top ok the bill called 
Ferrentine, to waite fo2 the people, as they paſſed by, called 
vnto him the chiefe & pꝛincipal parſonages, to pꝛouoke hf 
to take that aduaũtage, t then aſlembled the multitude in 
the valleie, hard by the high wap, to whom he pronounced 
ec theſe woꝛds. Foꝛgetting all iniuries 4 diſpleaſures paſt, 
cc done by the Nomaiue people againſt þ Volſcians, how can 
ce pou abide the ſhame pou ſuffer this daye, wherein to oure 
cc great repꝛocbh, they begin to oſtentate and ſhew foꝛth their 
cc plates. Do not pou beleeue, ᷣ euen to dap, they triumph os 
cc uer you Is not pour departure (thincke pe) ridiculous, ta 
cc all the Romaines, to ſtrangers, & other cities adioyningy 
ec Be not pour wines & childꝛen(trow pe) now paſſing homes 
cc wards, laughed to ſcoꝛne? Ahat thincke pe pour ſelues to 
cc be, which were warned to depart, at the ſound of the trum⸗ 
ce pet?7Uhat ſuppoſe pe) wil all they thinke, which do meete 
« tzt3 multitude retirĩg homewards, to their great repzoch | 
775 and 


Martius Coriolanus. 11 


and ſhame Truly excepte there be ſome ſecrete octaſion,, 
whereby we ſhould be ſuſpected to violate the plates o2 c6» 3» 
mit ſome other crime, & ſo fozced to relinquiſh p company 5» 
and fellowſhip of the honeſt, J know not what ſhould be þ 5» 
cauſe of this repulſe: Mere we lyuing, wh we made ſuch 52> 
feſtination to depart + Ik it may be called a departure, and 5» 
not a running awap, oꝛ ſhamefull retire. J perceine pe did »» 
not actõpt, this to be a citie ofour enemies;wher Jthinck, >» 
if ye had taried but one day longer, pe had all beene flame. »3 
They haue denounced warres vppon pou, which if you be >» 
men of courage, ſhall redounde to the vtcer deſtruction of : 
them, which firſt gaue the deftafice. The Volſcians per⸗ 
cepuing themſelues greatly derided, ko; conſiderations bee 
foze temembꝛed, determined by common accoꝛd, to inferre 
warres vppon the Romatnes, vnder the conduction of A- 
ctius Tullius, x Coriolanus. After they had recouered df» 
uers ofthe Romaine cities, they pꝛoceded further, e in ſõ⸗ 
dꝛie places ſpoiled 4 deſtroped the ſame, encamping them⸗ 
ſelues liue miles frõ Rome, beſides 5 trẽches called Foſ- 
fas Cluilias. In the meane time cõtention roſe betwene the 
people and the kathers, howbeit the feare offozren partes, 
linked their minds togetber, in the bands ofconcozd. The 
Conſals & fathers repoſed their whole cofidence in battel, 
which the cõmon people in no wiſe couldabide.Therfoze 
they were tonſtrained to aſſemble 5 Senate, in which con · 
ſult was determined, Ambaſladours ſhould be kẽt to Co 
riolanus to demaund peate: who retourned them againe 1 
afroward anſwere:to this effect, ↄᷣ firſt they ſhould refo2e 

to the Volſcians their coũtrie, which they had conquered, 
and p done, he willed them to ſekefoz peace. Pet they ſent 
againe Ambaſſadours, but in nd wiſe they were ſuffered 

to come into their camps. Then the pꝛieſles cladde in their 
oznamentes, & other diuine furniture, were ſenthumblye 

to make peticton foꝛ peace. And pet they coulde not per» 


ne thcim. Then the Romaine Dames repayzents 
C tilt Veturia; 
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Veturia the mother of Coriolauus, and to his wyfe Vo- 

. Jumaaa, But whether the ſame was done by common cons 
lent, oꝛ bythe aduiſe ot the feminine kind, it is vncertaine, 
It was appointed that Veturia, being an auncient gentle⸗ 
woman, and mother of Coriolanus Volumnia his wife, 
with her two ponge childzen,ſhould repaire to the campe, 

to the intent that they by their pitiful lamentacion, might 

. befende the citie, wbich otherwiſe by foꝛce, was not able to 
be kept. At their arriuall Veturia was knowen by one of 
ber ſonnes familier frends, ſtãding betwene berdoughter 

in law, c her two neuies, who caried woꝛd imme diatlye to 
Coriolanꝰ, how his mother, his wife & childzen, were come 
into p Campe to ſpeake w him. Coriolanus bearing bim 
ſay ſo, deſcended fro his ſeate, like one not wel in his wits, 
and went foꝛth to embꝛace his mother. The old gentlewo⸗ 
man from lupplications, fell into a great rage, ſpeakinge 

ce theſe wooꝛdes. Abide a while befoze J do reteiue thy em⸗ 
© hzacementes, let me knowe whether J am comen to mine 
£© ęnemie, 02 to my ſonne, oꝛ whether Jam a pꝛiſoner in thy 
<< Campe, oz thy mother. Alacke how long haue J p2oldged 
ce theſe aunctent peares, æ hoare heares moſt vnhappie, that 
ee nowe firlk J do behold thee an exile, c then view thee mine 
ce ęnemie. Canlt thou finde in thy harte, to depopulate & des 
< {trop this thy cofitry,wherin thou waſt begottẽ a bought 
ce yy4 Could not thy rage and furie be appeaſed,when thou 
cc piddeſt firſt put foote into þ limites of this thy coſitry:Diy 
cc not natural zeale pearce thy cruel hart, when thou diddeſt 
cc firit caſt thine eyes vpon this citie? Is not the houſeof thy 
ce mother, and her domeſticall Goddes,confepned within the 
cc walles of yonder Citie: Do not thy ſoꝛowful mother, thy 
cc deare wife and childzen, inhabite within p compaſſe of yds 
ce ger citie: (O I curſed creature) if I had neuer had childe, 
ce Rome had not been now aſſailed. Jf J had neuer bꝛought 
cc foʒth a ſonne, I ſhould haue latzd mine old bones, & ended 
ce mp lite in a free countrie. But J coulde neuer baue ſu. 
ſteined, | 
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ſteined, 02 ſuffred moze milerie, then is nowe fallen vnto ?? 
mee, no neuer moze diſhonour, then to beholde thee in pi. 
tifull plight, a traptour to thy natife ſoile. And as Jam * 
the moſte wzetched wight of all mothers, ſo J truſt J ſhal ?? 
not long continue in that ſtate. If thou pꝛocede in this en- 
terpꝛiſe, either ſodaine death, oz perpetuall ſhame bee thy; 
rewarde. Ahen his mother bad ended theſe woozdes, the 
whole traine ofgentlewomen , bzake into pitifull teares: 
bitterly bewayling the ſkate of their Countrie, whiche at 
lengthe did mitigate the ſtomacke of Coriolanus , And 
when he had imb2aced his wife and child2en, hee diſmiſſed 
them. Then hee withdzewe the Volcian campe from the 
citie, and out ofthe Romaine Pꝛouince. & pon the diſpleas 
ſure of whiche facte, be died. It is ſayd that when he was 
an old man, hee vſed many times to ſpeake and vtter this 
ſentence.That verte miſerable it is,fo2 an olde man toliue »5 
in baniſhement. The Romains diſdatgned not to attribute 52 
to women, their due pꝛapſe. Foꝛ in memoꝛie ofthis deline- 
rie ot their Countrie: They erected a Temple, Fortunæ 


Muliebri, to womens Foztune. 


¶ Appius Claudius, oneof the Decemuiri of Rome, go- 
eth about to rauiſhe, Virginiaa yonge may den, vhich in- 
deuour of Appius, wht her father Virginius vnderſtode 
being then in the Varres, hee repaired home to reſcue his 
doughter. One that was betrouthed vnto her, clamed her, 
whereupon roſe great contention. In the ende her one 
father, to ſaue the ſhameof his ſtocke: killed her with a 
Bochers laufe, and went into the Forum, cry ing vengeãce 
vpon Appius. Then after muchcontention andrebellis, 


the Decemuiti were depoſed. 


The 


4 p 


being of excellẽt beautie, Appius at the firſt began ta woe 


Appius Claudius 
The fifte Nonell. 


2 Purius Poſthumius Albus, Aulus 
Mal. ius, and P. Sulpitius ner 
nus . were ſent eee tu A- 
Fl thenes,and commatided to wꝛyte out 
the noble Lawes of Solon, and to 
learne the Inſtitutions, ozders, and 

EN, 8 Lawes of other Greeke cities. Upon 
whoſe r , —_— Tribunes were verie infkant that at 
length lawes mich: be enacted and cofirmed. And fo? that 
purpole,certaine officers were appointed, called Decem- 
uirt : with ſoueraigne authozitie and power, to reduce the 
ſame into wzyting, whiche were thought meete and pꝛolt⸗ 
table fo2 tye common wealth. The pꝛincipall and chiefe of 
whiche nomber,was Appius Claudius, tho committed 
no leſſe filthy facte,then was done by I arquinius, fo: the 
rape ot Lucrece. The ſayde Appius conteiued a libidinous 
deſire, to rauiſhe a yong virgine, the dougbter of one Lu. 
cius Virginius, then a captain in the warres at Algidum, 
a man of boneſt æ ſober life, whoſe wife was alſo ot right 
good behauiour, æ their childꝛen acco2dinglybzought vp, 
inſtructed. They had betrouthed their doughter, to one L. 
Ieilius of þ ozder of þ Tribunes, a mii of great ſtoutueſſe | 
tried valiance, in thecauſe of the people. This pong made 


=== 


by gifces and faire pꝛomiſes: but when he ſawe p ſhe was 
impꝛegnable, he deuiſed by wicked #cruell pollicie, toobs ? 
teine her, comitting the charge of thatenterpziſe co one of 

his krendes, called Marcus Claudius, who went about ta 
pꝛoue # maintaine, that tbe maide was his bondwoman, e 
in no wiſe would giue libertte to her friẽdes, to haue time 
to anſwere the pꝛoceſſe made in that behalfe . thinking by 


chat meanes, in the abſence of her father, hee might at his 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure eniope ber. As the virgine was going to ſchole in 
the Forum, the ſaid Claudius, the miniſter of miſchief, layd 
bandes vpd her, claimed her to be his bond womã, fo2 that 
he was boꝛne of a ſeruile woman, c commaunded her to 
folow him. The mapde being akraide was amazed, and the 
Nurſſe that wayted vpon her, cried out. TUhereupon the 
people ran out of their doozes., to knowe the cauſe of che 
ſturre. Claudius ſeing the maide like to be reſcued, by the 
multitude that was allembled, ſaid, pthere was no neede 
of chat hurlie bur lie, foꝛ that he attẽpted nothing by fozce, 
but that he was able to pꝛoue by lawe. Whereupon he ci⸗ 
ted the mayde to appere, her frendes pꝛomiſed þ ſhe ſhould 
accoꝛding to the Lawe, make her apperance, being come 
befoze the conſiſtoʒie, where Appius ſet in iudgemẽt, Clau 
dius began to tell a tale, pꝛoceſſe ofthe cauſe, wherot Ap 
pius being the deuiſer , vnderſtode the effect , The tenoz of 
the tale was, that the maide was bozne in his houſe, # was 
the doughter of his owne bondwoman , who afterwardes 
being ſtolen awape, was caried to the houſe of Virginius, 


and ſuppoſed to be his childe, which thing he laid, he was 


well able to pꝛoue, and would referrethe iudgemẽt of his 
cauſe to Virginius him ſelfe: vnto whom the greater part 
of his iniurie did apertaine. In the meane time, be ſayde 
that it was meete, the matbe ſhould folowe her maiſter: 
wherunto the Aduocates of the mapde replied, # ſaid that 
Virginius was abſent,about paffaires of þcomd wealth, 
but if he were aduertiſed of the matter, they knewe wel he 
would bee at home, within twoodayes after: wherefoze 
they ſayd,that it were againſt equitie and iuſtice, that pꝛo- 
ceſle and ſuite ſhould bee made, foꝛ clayme ofchpldzen in 
the abſence of the parentes,requiring them to dekerre the 
matter tyll the retourne of the father. Appius not regar- 
ding the iuſtice of the caſe, to the intent hee myght latil· 
fie his owne luſte and pleaſure, ozvepned in the meane 


tyme, that Claudius the Aſſerto2 and plapntife , _ 
aue 


Appius Claudius 
baue the keping and placing of the mayde, till the fatber 
were returned. Againſt whiche wong, many did grudge, 
although none durſt withſtand it. But as foxtunechaunced 2 
immediatly after that decree and ozder was ſo pꝛonoun⸗ 
ced: Publius Numitorius , the maydes vncle by her mo- 
thers ſide, and Icilius her beloved, were comen home: up. 
whoſe retourne, incontinentlye Icilius appꝛoched nere to 
Appius, and being put backt by the Sergeant, hee cried 

ec gut a loude in theſe wozdes. Thou oughteſt to put me back 
cc from hence ( O Appius) with a ſwoꝛde that thou migbteſt 
cc without let, eniope the thing thou wouldeſt baue kepfte 
ce cloſe and ſecrete. It is I that purpoſe to mary this maide, | ? 
ce who J doubte not, is very honeſt and chaſte:C Aber foʒe cal 
ce together thy Sergeantes, and cauſe the roddes and axes, 
ce to be made pꝛeſt and ready , Foꝛ Jaſſure thee, the ſpouſe 
4c of Icilius ſhall not remayne out of her fathers houſe. Mo 
te although thou haſt taken away from the Romaine people 
«© their Tribunes aide and appeales, whiche be twoo ſtrong 
ce foztes and holdes of their common libertie . Is authozitte 
ce geuen thee, libidinouſly to abuſe our wpues and childzen.% 
c Exerciſe thy crueltie behinde our backes, and vppon ourt 
lues ik thou liſte, ſo that thou doe not contaminate,and dee 
ce ſtle the vertue of chaſtitie. Wlhereunto if thou inferre any 
cc damage oꝛ iniurie, J will fo2 mine owne parte, fo the 
«© [otte of mp beloued, crie out fo2 the apde of the Romaines 
<< that be pꝛeſent, and Virgins ſhall do the like of the ſoule * 
<< diours, in the quarellot his owne dougbter. And all wee 
c together, will imploze fo2 the ſuccour of Goddes and men. 
£ AUndtrulte to it, that thou ſhalt not eniope thy purpoſe, be⸗ 
ce fozeſomeof vs haue loſt our lives, herefoze Appius J 
ce aduiſe thee, take hede in time. Fo2 when Virgins doth 
et come hee will ſeke remedie to defende bis doughter, and 
ct will knowe in what condition and ſo2te ſhee is 02d2ed , if 
ce ſhee be referred to the ſeruitude of this man, And foꝛ mp 
46 patt, m life hall ſoner faple, in dekending her liber tie, thẽ 

my faith 


Þ lev. Then A ppius repatred home, & wzote to his frendes 
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my faithe to her betrouthed. Appius perce iuing the con. 
ſtancie of Icilius, and that the people was in a gteat mie 
tine, and ſturre, differred the cauſe of Virginia til the next 
paye:whoſe frendes hoped by that time, that her father 
would be at home: wherekoze with all expedition they ads 
dꝛeſſed meſlengers vnto him in the campe, bicaule the ſauk _ 
garde of his doughter , conſiſted in his pꝛeſence. In the 
meane time, the Aſſertor required the mayde, offering to 
put in baile the like offer made Icilius, of purpoſe to cons 
triue and ſpende the time till the ariuall of Virginius. 
The multitude of their owne accoꝛdes, helde vp their hãds 
p2omiling to become ſuretle foz Icilius, vnto whome hee 
gaue thakes,weping foꝛ ioye, to ſe their kinde behauiour, 
and ſaid; Ithauke pou moſte hartelymp be loued krendes 
tomozowe J wil vſe pour frendlp offer, but at this pꝛeſent 
IJ haue lureties ſufficient. (Whereupon Virginia was bats 


in the campe, that in no wyſe thep ſhould giue Virginius 
leaue to tame to Rome, whiche ung racious deuiſe came 


to late, and tooke none effecte. Whereupon Virginius re- 


tourned home, and in pooze and vile apparell , repaired ta 
the Forum, after whom followed a great nomber of ma- 
trones and aduocates. Then he began to require them all 
of ſuccour and ayve., alledging that he was a Souldiour, 
and one that aduentured him ſelfe ,{fo2 the ſaufegarde and 
defence of them al: with ſuch like perſwaſtons to the mul⸗ 
titude . Semblable woꝛdes were vttered by Icilius. All 
which doinges being viewed and marked by Appius, in a 
greate furie aſcended the conſitozie . Then M. Claudius 
the plaintike began to renewe his ſute: and befoze the fa⸗ 
ther of the mayden could make anſwere to that plea, Ap- 
pius gaue ſentence that the mayde was bonde, which ſen⸗ 
tence,ſemed ſo cruell, as it appalled the whole multitude. 
And as Claudius was laying handes vppon the virgine, 
Virginius ſtepped to Appius, and ſaid. I haue betrouthed 

my 
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my doughter to Icilius and not tother Appius. My cars 
in the bꝛinging ok her vp was to marrie her, and not toſufs 
cc fer her to be violated and defloured. It is pour maner, like 
cc ſauage and cruellbeaſtes, indifferentiye thus to vſe youre 
ce fleſhly affections 4 Jcan not tell whether the multitude 
ce here pꝛeſent, will ſuppoꝛte this enoꝛmitie, but J am ſure 
ce the armed Souldiours, and men of warre, will not ſuffer 
«© it. Marcus Claudius being repulſed by the women, and 
Aduocates that were pꝛeſent, ſilence was pꝛoclapmed by 
the Trumpet. Then Appius began to declare how he vn⸗ 
derſtoode, that all the night befoze,certaine cõpanies were 
aſſembled within the citie, to excite and moue ſedicion. Fox 


2 
of \ 


whiche cauls hee came with armed men, not to hurte any. | 


that was quiet, but atcoꝛding to the authoꝛitie of his office 


to b2idle and repꝛeſſe thole, tbat were troublers of the pu⸗ 
ec blique ſtate, UWherefoze goe Sergeant (quod he) make 


tc roume emonges the multitude , that the maiſter map ens. 


cc tope his ſeruaunts. Mhiche wozdes he chundzedout with 


cc great kurie, andtherewithall the multitude gaue plate, 
cc leaning the pooze Puſelle to be a pꝛape to the ennemp. Der 
cc father ſeing that hee was voyde of (uccoure and helpe , to 
ec defende the innocencie of his doughter,ſpake to Appius in 
5 this ſoꝛte. J firſte doe beſeche thee Appius, if I haue bſed 
any vnreaſonable wooꝛdes againſt thee, to pardone mee, 
and to impute the ſame to the Fathers griefe and ſoꝛowe⸗ 
Suffer mee J pꝛape thee, to examine the Nourſſe, in the 
pꝛeſence of the wenche, of the whole circumſtance of this 
matter, to the intent that if I be but a ſuppoſed father, J 
mape de parte hence with quiet conſcience ſatiſfied and cõ⸗ 
tented Virginius hauing licence to talke with his dough⸗ 
ter and J2ourſſe,veparted a ſide into a plate called Cloa- 

ci na, where the ſhoppes be, nowe called Tabernæ Nouæ, 
and plucking a ſharpe knife from a Bocher that ſtode by, 
be tbꝛuſt the ſame to the harte of his doughter, ſaying. By 
this oneln meanes (doughter) I can make thee free: and 
lookiug 


and Virginia. 15 
looking againe to the iudgementſeate, he laid. This bloun 
Appius J conſecrate beſtowe vpon thee. Qhiche done, 
with his lwoꝛde he made wape, to palle chzough the thʒõg 
to conueighe him ſelke out of the citie. Then Icilius and 
Numitorius tooke vp the dead bodie, and ſhewed it to the 
people, who cryed out vpon the wickedneſſe ol Appius, bes 
wayling the vnhappie beautie of that fayze maiden, and des 
plozed the necellitie of the father. The women exclamed in 
lamentable wyle, ſaping: Is this the condicion and ſtate of 
them, that bzing foo2th childzen ?: Be theſe the rewardes „„ 
of chaſtitie? With ſuche like pitikull cries, as women are „ 
wonte to make, vpon ſuche heauie and dolozous euentes. „ 
Virginius being arriued in the campe, whiche then was 
at the mount Vicelius, with a traine ot fower hũdꝛed per- 
ſones, that fled out of the Citie, he wed to the Souldiours 
the bloudie knife, that killed his doughter, whiche ſighte 
aſtonied the whole Campe: in ſo muche as euery man de⸗ 
maunded, what was the cauſe ot that ſodain chaunce. Vir- 
ginius could not ſpeake foxteares but at length he diſclos 
ſed buto them, the effecte of the whole matter, and holding 
bp his bandes towardes the beauens, ſayd. I beſeche pou 2 
(deare companions) do not impute the wickedneſſe of Ap- 5» 
pius Claudius vpon mee, ne pet that Jam a paricide and 55. 
murderer of mine own childzen:the life of my dear doughs >» 
ter had bene moꝛe acceptable tome then mine owne lite, if >» 
{o be hee might haue continued a free woman, and an hoe 52 - 
neſt virgine. But when Iſawe ſhe was ledde tothe rape >» ' 
like a bondwoman, J conſivered,that better it wer her life 5» 
to be loſte, then ſuffered to line in ſhame: wherefoze mp 5» 
naturall pitie was conuerted to a kynde of crueltie And 22 
fo2 myne owne parte, I doe not paſle to lyue long after 52 
her, if J thought I ſhould not haue pour helpe and ſuccour 
to reuenge her death. Conſtder that pour ſelues haue dou- 55 
rhters, ſiſters, and wpues, thinke not therefoze, that the 7» 


eſhlpe deſire of Appius is ſatilfied with the death ol my * 
doughter. 


Appius Claudius 


ee doughter. And the longer that he doth continue in this ſes | 
ce curitie, the mote vnbꝛideled is his appetite. Let the cala⸗ 
cc mitie ot an other bea ſufſicient document foz pou, to be- 
ce ware like iniuries. My wife is dead, by naturall fate and 
cc conſtellation, and bicauſe my daughter could cotinewe no 
cc longer, in honeſte and chaſte life, death is befallen bnto 
ce het: whiche although it be miſerable, vet the ſame is ho- 
ce nourable. There is nowe no plate in my houſe fo; Appius 
cc to ſatiſſte his filthie luſte ; And J will fayle of my purpoſe, 
cc if Jdonotreuenge the death of my doughter,with ſo good 
cc will vpon his fleſhe, as J did diſcharge the diſhonour and: 
cc ſeruitude of her, from his violent and cruell handes. This 
cc ſucclamation and pititull complaint, ſo ſtirred the multi⸗ 
tude, that they pꝛomiſed all to helpe and relieue bis ſo⸗ 
rowe. Ahereupon, the whole Campe were in a mutine E; 
marched in o2der of battaple to the mounte Auentine, 
where Virginius perſwaded the Souldiours, to choſe ten 
pꝛincipall Captaines, to bee head and chiefe of that enter⸗ 
pꝛiſe: whiche with honourable titles of the ſield, ſbould be 
called Tribuni. And Virgins him ſelfe being elected the 
chiefe Tribune, ſapde theſe woꝛdes to the Souldiaurs . J. 
cc pꝛape you reſerue this eſtimation, whiche you conceine ok 
cc me, vntill ſome better tyme and apter occaſion, aſwell fox 
cc your tommoditie, as foꝝ my ſelte. The death of my dough⸗ 
cc ter, will ſufler no honour to · bee pleaſaunt oz: welcome to 
cc me, dur ing my life. Moꝛeouer in this troubled ſtate of the 
ce common wealth it is not meete foꝛ them to be pour gouor⸗ 
ce nours, that be ſubiect and octurrant to ennie and repꝛoch 
ce if my ſeruite ſhall bee pꝛoſitable vnto pou , when you haue 
«© thus created me a Tribune, it ſhall be no leſſe comodions, | 
co t I doe ſtill remaine a pʒꝛiuate man. When he had ſpoken 
ccethoſe woꝛdes, they choſe tenne Tribunes . And like as the 
6c*campe at the mounte Auentine, was hꝛauoked and ſtirred 
ce tothis ſedition:euen ſa by meanes of Icilius and Numi- 
rc toriusbefoze remembeed , the Armie then beinge * | 
| the 
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the Sabines began to reuolte and made the like nomber of 
Tribunes, which in arrap of battaile, marched thꝛough the 
citie, at the gate Colina, with banner dilplaied, to ioyne th 
the campe vpon the mount Auentine. And when both the 
campes were aſlembled, they choſe out two amonges the 
twenty T ribunes,fo be their generalles, called M. Opius 
and Sextus Manilius. The Senate careful and penſite fo2 
theſe euentes,ceftſons aſſembled, but no certaine determi- 
natiõs was agreed vpõ. At length they cocluded, that Va- 
lerius and Horatius, ſhould bee ſent to the mount Auen⸗ 
tine to perſwade the people, but they vtterlpe refuſed the 
meſſage,vnlefle the Decemuiri were firſt depoſed, The De 
cemuiri made aunſ{were, that they would not geue oner 
their authozitie, til ſuch time as thoſe lawes were ratiſied, 
which wer treated vpũ, befoze they wer elected to that of- 
fice. Ot all theſe contentions the people was aduertiſed by 
M. Duillius their Tribune. And when both their armies 
were ioyned at the mount Auentine,afozeſayd:Al the mul 
titude ofthe citie, men, women, x childzẽ, repaired thtther, 
in ſozte, that Rome was like a fozlozne 4 abandoned place. 
The kathers ſeing the citie thus relinquiſhed, Horatius & 
Valerius, with diuers of 5 fathers, exclamed in this wiſe. 
hat do pe expect æ looke foꝛ, ve fathers conſcript: Mill 55 
pe ſuffer al tbinges to runne to extreame ruine and decap: »» 
Shall the Decemuiri (ill perſiſte in their ſtubburne and 5» 
froward determinactons : (Uhat maner of gouernement 5 
is this ( O pe Decemuiri) that pe thus lay holde vpon and 5» 
eniope : Mill ye pꝛonounce and make lawes within pour 55 
owne houſes, x the limites of the ſame ? Is it not a ſhame »» 
to ſe in the Forum a greater nom ber of your Catchpolles »» 
and Sergeantes, then of other ſober and wiſe Citizens: 5» 
But what will ye doe, if the enmie vpon the ſodaine,dothe 5» 
appꝛoche the walles? TUhat wil pe do if the people vader» 5» 
ſtanding that we care not fo2 their departure, do in armes »>: 


allaile vs: Will pe liniſhe your gouernement, with the o- 55: 
D uerthzowe. 


Appius Claudius 


cc uerthꝛowe of the citie : But either wee muſtexpell and a⸗ 
cc bandon the people, oꝛ els wee muſt admitte the 'l ribunes, 
ce Ve ſhall ſoner wante our Fathers and Senatours, then 
cc they their plebeian officers, Thep bereued and toke awape 
cc from vs the fathers a newe kinde okauthozitie, which was 
cc neuer ſene bekoze, who now feeling the ſwectneſle thereok, 
cc will neuer geue it ouer. Foꝛ we can not ſo well temper our 
authozitie and gouernement, as they be able to leke helpe 
and ſuccour. The Decemuiri perceiuing that they were ha 
ted, ſo well of the Senate, as of the people, ſubmitted the 
ſelues. And therupon Valerius and Horatius were ſent to 
the campe, to reuoke the people vpon ſuche conditions as 
they thought moſte meete. Then the Decemuiri were cõ- 
maunded to take heede ofthe peoples furie. So ſone as the 
Comiſſioners were come to the campe, they were receiued 
with great ioye and gladneſle of the people, becauſe they 
were the beginners of that ſturre , and ſuppoſed that they 
would make an ende of the commocion, fo2 whiche cauſe 
they rendꝛed to them their humble thankes. Then 1c:]ius 


was appointed to ſpeake fo2 the people, who required to || | 
haut the authozitie of the Tribunes reſtoꝛed, and their ap» | | 
peale renewed, with reſtitution of thoſe lawes, whiche be⸗ 
fore the erection of the Decennuri, were ratified and con- 


firmed, They demaunded alſo an impunite and free par» | Þ 


don, to thole that firſfe encouraged and incited the Souls || | 


diours to that enterpꝛiſe, and the reitozing of their libere | 
ties. They required to haue their enemies the Decemuiri, 
to be deliuered into their bandes. Thom they thꝛtatened 
to put to death by fire. UAhereuntothe Comiſſioners aunſe | 


wered in this wiſe. Your requeſtes bee ſo reaſonable, thae 


they ought willingly to be graunted , All which ve deſire 
to obtaine, as a defence and comkoꝛt foꝛ your libertie, g not | 
to perſecute and inkeſte others. Your furte 4 anger ought 
rather tobe pardoned, then permitted oz graunted. Mee 
beare a face & ſeeme to deteſt and hate ſeueritie, pe pour 
ſelues 
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ſelues incurre, and runne headlong into all kinde ok cruel⸗ 5» 
tietand befoze pe be made free pour ſelues, ye deſire to bee 2» 
Lo2des ouer pour aduerſaries, Shall our citie neuer bee »» 
votde of toztures and oppꝛeſſions:ſometime of the fathers »» 
to wardes the people, ſome time ok the people towardes the 5» 
fathers: You had moze neede of a ſhilde to dekende you, 2» 
then of a ſwoꝛde to fight, That ma is of a baſe ſtate & cou- 5» 
rage we ſuppoſe, that liueth in a citie, c beareth himſelf ſo 5» 
vpzight, as neither he tnferreth inturie to others, ne yet ſuf 2» 
fereth wzong him lelke. If pe ſhew pour ſelues ſo terrible, 23 
then it is to be ſuppoled, that after pe haue recovered your 5» 
lawes & Magiſtrates, and be placed again in pour fozmer 2» 
autho:itte and pꝛeeminence:pe will alſo oꝛdeine c appointe 2 
Lawes ouer vs, that ſhail concerne our liues and goodes, 22 
and euery other light matter. But foꝛ this pꝛeſẽt J would 5» 
wilhe you, to be contented with pour fozmer freedome. Ak. 2 
ter the Lomilſtoners had willed theim, to conlulte vppon 
ſome determinate aunſwere , they retourned to Rome, to 
make repo2te tu the Senates ot the peoples requeſtes. The 
Decemuiti percetuing, that contrarie to their expectation, 
no likelihode was ok any perſecution, to be done vpon the, 
condeſcended to thoſe demaundes. Appius being a man of 
nature cruell c malicious, meaſuring þ malice of others, 
by bis owne maligne diſpoſition ; ſpake theſe woozdes . J 
am not ignoꝛaunte what foxtune is nowe imminente. Foz 

I do plamelp ſee that whiles weapons be deliuered to our 
aducrſaries, the combace is deferred againitvs. Uith 
bloude , enuie muſte be rewarded . IJ wilt not any longer 
deſate the time, but depꝛziue my ſelfe of the Decemuirate. 
CUbenthe Senate was aduertiſed by the Comiſſioners, 
Valerius and Horatws,of the peoples aunſwere: they des 
crced that the Decemuiri ſhould be depoſed, and that Q. 
Furius the chief biſhop, ſhould create that plebeian Tribus 
nes. CUherin alſo was enacted, chat the departure of p peo⸗ 


Ale, and mutine of the Souldiours ſhould be pardoned. 
D ti Iben 


Appius Claudius 


When theſe lawes were renewed, the Decemuiri went 
foozth,and openly in the alſemblie depoſed them ſelues, to 
the great ioye and comfo2te of them all. All whiche being 


repozted to the people: both the ſouldiours , and the reſtok 


the multitude,were ſomoned to appeare befoze the Come ' 
ce miſſioners, vnto whom they ſpake theſe woꝛdes. Te now 


« beſech you al, to retourne into your toũtrie, to your dome || Þ 


cc ſticall Goddes, vour wiues, and childzen, which we truſte 
cc ſhalbe right good, happie, and pꝛoſitable vnto pou, and to 
ce the common wealth. But pour modeſtie and ſober beha⸗ 
ce uiour, ko that no mans grounde is violated and deſtroped, 
cc conſidering many thinges , could not ſuffice the hugeneſſe 
cc ofthis multitude, that part ofmodeſſie, I (aye, cary with 
4c You into the citie,to your immoꝛtall fame and glozie. Get 


cc yetherfoze to the mounte Auentine, from whence pe de. 


ce parted, whereas in a place moſte happie, ye renewed the 
cc koundacions of your auncient libertie, and theſe pee hall 


ce create your Tribunes. The chiefe biſhop ſhalbe pꝛeſent, to 
kepe the Comitialles. Then the Romaine people made 
Aulus Virginius, Lucius Icilius, and P. Numitorius the 
* r1bunes,who with their aſſiſtantes, ſirſt aduaunced a con 
firmed the libertie of þ people. Afterward Virginius was 


appointed to be the accuſer, æx Appius choſen to be the de⸗ 
fendant, Ut the day appointed, Appius reſozted to h Forif, | 
with a great compante of pong gentlemen, of the patrictal 
over, where Virginius began to renewe the cruel c abho⸗ 
minable facte,which Appiuscommitted in the time of his 
ec authozitie, and ſatd. Ozation was ſirſt deuiſe d z found ont, 
cc fo: ambiguous & doubtkull cauſes: tberefoze J will nei⸗ 
cc ther colume time, in accuſing him befoze yon, from whoſe 
cc crueltie, ye haue by fozce defended pour ſelues. no pet 1 
ce wyll ſuffer hym to toyne to his fozmer wickedneſle, aux 
ec impudente aunſwere koz his defence. Therefoze Ap- 
cc pius all thoſe thynges whiche wyckedlye and cruellpe 
ce one vyon an other, thou haſte done theſe twoo peares pal, 
4 doe 
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Idoe freely koꝛgeue thee . But if thou canſtnotpurge thy 5» 

ſelfe of this one thing, that againſt the ozder and fozme of 5» 

Lawe(thou thy ſelfe being Judge) wouldeſt not ſuffer the 5» 

freman, to eniope the benefite of his freedome, during the 5» 

pꝛoceſlſe made of ſeruitude, J will pꝛeſently commaunde 55 

the to pꝛyſon. Appius Claudius being nowe a pꝛyſoner, & 

perceiuing, that the iuſt complaintes of Virginius, did ve- 

hemently incite the people to rage and furie , and that the 

peticions and pꝛapers of his frendes, in no wiſe could mole 

lifie their hartes, he began to concetue a deſperation, And 

within a whyleafter flewe htm ſelfe, Spurius Oppius, alſo 

an other of the Decemuiri, was immediatly ſent to pꝛiſon, 

who befoze the dape of his iudgement died. The reſte alſo 

of that oꝛder fled into exile. Whoſe goods were confiſcate, 

M. Claudius alſo the Aſſertor was condempned, howbeit 

Virginius was contented he ſhould be baniſhed the citie, x 

then he fled to Tybur. Thus vpon the ſilthie affectiũ of one 

noble man, iſſued paricide, murder, rebellion, hatred, de⸗ 
pꝛiuing of Magiſtrates, and great miſchiefes ſuccedinge 

one in an others necke. Thereupon the noble and victos 

rfons citie,was lpke to be a pꝛaye to fozren nations, A 
goodlie document to men of like calling, to mos 
derate them ſelues , and their Magiſterie 
with good and honeſt lite, thereby to giue 
incouragement ok vertue, to their vaſs 
ſalles and inferiours: who foꝛ the 
moſt part doe imitate and fol- 
lowe the liues, and con⸗ 
uerſation of their ſus 


periours. | 
D ü. Can- 


gore 


Candaules and Gyges 


| C Candaules king of Lidia, ſhewing the ſecretes of his, || 
wy ues beautie, to Gyges one of his Guarde: was by 
counſaile of his wife, ſlaine by the ſaid Gyges, 


and depriued of his kingdome. 


The ſixte Nouell. 


F all follies wberewith bayne men be 
affected, the follie of immoderate loue, 
is moſte to bee deteſted. Fo2 that huſ⸗ 
band, which is beautcified with a comely 
and honeſt wife , whoſe rare excellencie -? 
1 dDIboth ſur paſſe other, aſwel in lineaments 
pꝛopoꝛcion, and feature of bodie, as with inwarde quali |} 
ties ot minde :if he can not retaine in the ſecrecte & ſilence 
of his bꝛeaſt, that excelling gifte and benefite, is woꝛthy to 
be inaugured with a Laurel crown ot kollie. Beautie eche 
man knoweth, is one ofnatures oznamentes, by her wiſe» | 
dome oꝛdeined, not to enter in triũpbe, as victours vſe vpũ 
gaine of victoꝛie, with bꝛauerie to oſtentate their gloꝛie, by 
ſound of Shalme & Dꝛomme, but thankefully foz p ſame, 
to pꝛoclaime the due pꝛaile to the aut hour ot nature. Foz 
there is nothing moꝛe fraile & fading, then ß luring lookes 
of dame beauties eies, altogether like þ flaring Marigold 
floure, which in the moſte feruent heate of the Sommers 
day, doth appeare moſt glorious, evpd retire of the nights 
ſhadowe, appeareth as though it had neuer bene the lame. 
And therfoze he that conceiueth, reiopce in her vncertapne 
ſcate, is like to him that in his ſlombꝛing dzeame,doth tmas | 
gine he bath founde a pereleſſe ie well, o pꝛice ineſtimable, 
beſet with the gliſtring Diamonde:and perkectly awaked. 
knoweth he hath none ſuch . I God hath indued a man | 


a wife that is beautifull and honeſt, hee ts furniſhed with 
double 
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double pleaſure; (uch,as racher thankes to him, then bain 
oſtentation is to be remembꝛed. Other wiſe. he doatech,et- 
ther in Jeloſie o2 openeth pꝛoude vauntes therok, to ſuche 
as he thinketh, to be his moſt aſſured frendes, What foye 
the ſequele therol doth bzingzlet þ hiſtozieinſuingrepozte. 
Candaules king of Lydia, had a matueilous beautitull 
ceatlewoman to bis Queene and wife , whome hee loued 
verp dearlye,and fo2 that great loue whiche he bare her, 
thought her thefapzeſt creature of the wozlde . Being in 
this louing concept, hee extolled the pꝛayſe of his wife, to 
one of his guarde called Gyges, p ſonne of Daſcylus (who 
be loued aboue all the reſte of his houſholde, and vſed his 
counſapleginall his weightie cauſes) within a whyle alter 
he ſayde vntoGyges theſe woozdes . It ſemeth vnto mee 5» 
Gyges, that thou doeſt not greatlye beleue the woozdes, 5» 
whiche Jl ſpeake vnco thee, of the beautie of mp wyfe, but >» 
becauſe eyes dee better witneſles of thinges then eares, »» 
thou ſhalt fee her naked. Mith theſe woozdes Gy ges be» 3» 
ing amazed cried out, ſaping. What woozdes be thele (lir 5» 
king) me thynke you are not well aduiſed, to require mee 5» 
to biewe and beholde the Lady mp maiſtres in that ſozte ? 5» 
Foz a woman ſeene naked, doth with ber clothes, put of 5» 
alſo her chaſtitie. In olde tyme honeſt thinges were deui⸗ >» 
ſed foz mannes inſtruction , emonges which was ved this »» 
one thyng. That every man ought to beholde,the thinges 5» 
that were his owne. But ſir, J do beleue aſſuredly chat ſhe 5» 
is the laireſt woman in the wozld , wherfoze defire me not »» 
to tbynges that bee vnlawefull. In this ſozte Gyges re · 3» 
plied, and pet keared leſt ſome daunger might happen vn⸗ 
to hym. Ahome Candaules encouraged, ſaying. Bee of >» 
good chere, and be not afrapde,that either J oz my wyfe, >» 
goe about to deceiue thee , oꝛ that thou ſhalt incurre anye »» 
daunger Foz J wylltzke vpon me ſs to vſe the matter, as »» 
He by no meanes ſhall knowe , that thou haſte ſeene her, 5» 


I wyilplace thee behynde the poztall of our chamber. »2» 
* DO itit When 


Candaules and Gyges 


cc Mhen J goe to bedde, my wyke commonly doth followe. 

c And ſhe being in the Chamber , a chapꝛe is ſette readye, 

ce yppon whiche ſhee layeth her clothes, as ſhee putteth tht * 

cc of, TUhiche done ſhee ſheweth her ſelfe a good cyme na⸗ 

ce ked, And when ſhe ryſeth from her chayꝛe to goe to bedde, 

cc her backe beyng towarde thee , thou mapeſt eaſilye con⸗ 

cc eyghe thy ſelfe out again, but in any wyſe take beede, ſhe 

cc doe not ſee thee, as thou goeſt out. TUhereunto Jpꝛape 

ce thee, to haue a ſpeciall regarde. Gyges ſeyng that by no g 
meanes, hee coulde auopde the vayne requeſte of the king, 
was readie at the tyme appoynted. Candaules about the 
bowze of bedde tyme , went into the Chamber, and con- 
ueigbed Gy ges into the ſame, & after the kyng the queene 
followeth, whome Gyges behelde at her going in, and at 
the putting ok her clothes, Mhen her back was towardes 
bim: (as he was going out) he perceiued him. The queene 
vnderſtanding by ber hulbande, the circumſtance of the 
facte, neyther fo2 ſhame did crie out, ne pet made counte⸗ 
naunce, as though ſhee had ſeen Gyges : but in her minde 
purpoled, toreuenge her huſbandes follie. Fozemonges - 
the Lydians (as foz the moſt part, with all other nations) 
it is coumpteda great ſhame, to ſee a naked man. The gens | 
tlewoman counterfaited her grief, and kepte ſilence. Tn + 
the mozning when ſhe was redie, by ſuch of her ſeruaunts, | : ? 
whome ſhe belte truſted, ſhee ſent fox Gyges, who thought | 8 
that ſhee had knowen notbing, of that whiche cbauncedx. 
Being come befozeher pꝛeſence. Shee ſayde vnto bm, 
Gyges J offer vnto thee nowe twoo conditions, take whe 
ther thou wylte. Foz eyther thou muſt kill Candaules, 
and take mee to thy wyke, and the kyngdome alſo, 02 els . 
thou mult dye thy ſelfe,that thou maieſt vnderſtande, how 
in all thynges not meete to be knowen, it is not neceſſarve 
to obeye Candaules. Fo2 epther hee muſte needes dye, 
whiche gaue thee that counlaple, oꝛ thy ſelfe , whiche did. 
deſt lee me naked, and thereby comicteda thing vnlawfull. 

Mbiche 
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Mhich woꝛds fo a wbile, did wonderfully amaſe Gyges, 
then he beſought the Queene that ſhe woulde pardon him 
from that vnlawfull choiſe. When he ſaw that he coulde 
not perſwade her: hee required her to ſhewe him by what 
meanes, he might attẽpt p enterpꝛiſe. Parie (quoth ſhe) 5 
even in that place where thou laweſt me naked, whẽ he is 55 
A lleepe thou ſhalt commit that facte. After they had veui- zz 
ſed the treaſon, night appꝛoched. And Gyges with ſtoute 
cout age, bent bimſelke tbereunto. Foz he ſaw no remedpe, 
but that he muſt kill, oꝛ els be killed. Mherefoʒe with a 
Dagger which the Queene deliuered him, he killed Can- 
daules, when he was a ſleepe. And ſo gotte from him both 
bis wife and kingdome. A goodly example to declare, 5 

p ſecrets of Barrtage,ought not to be diſcloſed. But with 
reverence to be couered, leſt God do plague ſuch offences 
with veath oz other ſhame, to manifeſt tothe wozld,howe 
b:arelp bee eſtermeth that honourable ſtate, 


C King Cræſus of Lydia reaſoneth with the wyſeman 
Solon, of the happie life of man. V Vho little 
eſteeming his good aduiſe, vnderſtoode be- 
fore his death, that no man(but by ver- 
tue) can in this life attaine 


felicitie. 


The vj. Nonell. 


N Noble Gentleman ok Athens called So. 


lon, by thappointement of the Atheni- 
ms, made lawes fo? that citie, æ becauſe 
TC none of the ſame lawesſhoulde be abzo- 
B. APA nated, fo2 the ſpace of tenne peares, hee 
£2 x-deXEY botnde the Citizens by othe . And that 


the ſame mighte the better be oblerued: hee himſelle 1 
uepled 
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Of king Cræſus and 


neiled into karre b as ints Egipt to viſite king Ha- 
maſis, and ſa to Sar dis to kinge Creſus, where he was libe⸗ 
rallie intertayned. This Cræſus was king of Lydia, ſunne 

of Haliattes, that bzought to ſubiection great countries in 
Aſia and Græcia, and gathered together an innumerable 
maſſe of moneye and riches. Who thꝛee oꝛ foure dayes af- 
ter the arriuall of Solon(which was led aboute by his ſer⸗ 
uauntes, to biewe his notable wealth and ſubſtaunce) ſaid 


e bnto Solon tbeſe woꝛdes. My frende of Athens, becauſe 


de thy famous wyſedome is well knowen to the wozlde, and 


5 14 haue heard tell of the excellencie therof,and of the great⸗ 


nes ok thy trauaile,where thou haſt attaigned to the ſingu⸗ 


5 ler knowledge of Philoſophie : J deſire to learne of thee 


e (now hauing ſeene my great treaſures) whois the happi- 


1 elt man and molt bleſſed, that thou knoweſt in this wozld. 


e Thinking he would haue tudged him to be the lame. But 
** Solon made aunſwere, that Tellus was ö happieſt. Who - 


* was an Athenien, and had vercuons and honeſt ſonnes, 


they likewiſe had honeſt childzen,all which were that time 
em when by þ ſpace of many peares he had ledde a 


*- bertuous and godly life, he died an honourable death in þ 


* warres which the Athenians had with they? netghbours, 


* at the battafle of Eleuſina. Aber he was indued th ſump» , 


© fuous kunerals, to his great honour & pꝛayſe. Then Cræ- 
*© ſusaſked him, who was happie next Tellus: thinking hee 


” would baue attributed to him the ſecond place. Fozfoth( 


he / that is Cleobis & Bito, which were Argiues, and liued a 


. , contented life. And in all paſtimes to pꝛoue foꝛce & maiſtes 


t rie, they bare away the pꝛiſe and victozie. And of them thele 


: " thinges be rem?bzed.When the feaſtfull day ok Iuppiter, 


was celebzated amonges þ Argiues. Their mother ſhould 
* be caried to the Templeina Chariot, dꝛawen with a poke 


« of Oxen, which were not come out of the cofitrie at the aps 


pointed time. The yonge men ſeinge that the hower was 
tame: entred into the yoke themlelues, and dꝛewe the chas 
riotte 
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riotte the ſpate ok xlb.ſtades to the Temple. After this acte 
ſeene of all the people there, thende of their life was ſach, 22 
as certainly God gaue to vnderſtãd by them, 5 better it is 2? 
to die, then line . Fo2 the Argiues þ were aſſembled about 
Bito # Cleobis,w ſhoutes & acclamations, pꝛaiſed 5 good ?? 
willes of thoſe childzen, # the womẽ themſelues ſatd, that ?? 
happie was the mother, which bzought fozth ſuch lineage. ?? 
Their mother then topkull fo} p fact, and of the reputacts 2? 
of her ſonnes, kneeled downe befoze the Image of Iuno, 22 
humbly beſeechinge her togiue her ſannes the thinge that 22 
were beſtfoz a man to attaine vnto. Yer pꝛayer ended, ſhe 2? 
made her ſacrifice, which done, two ponge men pꝛeſently 22 
died inthe temple, In token of whoſe noble liues, the Ar- 22 
giues erected two Images at Delphos, And to them Sols 22 
appointed þ ſecod place of bliſfulnes, Cræſus moned with 52 
theſe woꝛds, ſaid vnto Solon, Thou ſtraũger of Athens, is 55 
our felicitie in ſuch litle reputation wich thee v thou doeſt 5» 
p2eferre bekoꝛt vs theſe pzinate men + Solon aunſwered. 3» 
Str ſhal J allure you of humaine things, knowing þ God 3» 
enuieth che fate of men, c troubleth chem ſo often : Jn 3» 
length of time many thinges be ſeen, which mT would not 2» 
ſee, x manp thinges be ſuffred, that men would not ſuffer. 2 
Let vs aſſigne to mãs life, the terme of [xx.yeres.Fnwhich 22> 
peares are the nomber of xxv. M. cc.dapes, in which cõpu- 5 
tation the leape moneth, which is Febzuary,ts not compꝛe 2» 
hended. But if pou wil p other peres be lõger, by reaſon of 52 
that moneth, to thend þ howers map be adtopned to them, 
that want then the leape monethes, maketh the time to as 22 
mount (aboue lxx.peares)to rxv.monethes, # the dayes of * 
thoſe mothes amount to M v. C. But admit vᷣ lxx yeares, 22 
with their leape monethes, be the total ſitme of mans life, >? 
then is pꝛoducted the ſumme ok xxv. M CC. dapes. Truly 22? 
one dap is not like an other in effect. Euen ſo Cræſus Icd⸗ 5 
clude,p man is ful ot᷑ miſerie. But althoughe pour grace, -» 


ſeeming boch in wealth, e alſo in multitude ok men, to 10 a 
riche 
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ec rich and mightie king, yet J cannot aunſwere fullye your 
ce demaunde, befoze J ſee howe well you doe ende pour life. 
ce Soꝛ the rich man is not moze happie, becauſe be hath long 
cc lite, except ta his riches foʒtune graunt that he lead a good 
cc and honeſt life. Many men be very rich, x pet foz all that be 
cc not bleſſed and happie. And manye that haue but meane 
ec Wealth, be foꝛtunate. Ye that is rich and wealthie, e theres | 
wit bal not happie, excelleth him that it foztanate c happy {| 
one ly in two thinges , but thother ſurmounteth the riche | 
man in many thinges. The two thinges wherein the rich 
cc excelleth thother be theſe. Thone in ſatiſlying bis luſt and 
cc affection, thother in power and abilitie, to ſuſteine har de 
c fo2tune and aduerſitie. And as the meane man is inferionr Þ 
cc to the rich in tbeſe two points, which by foꝛtune be denied 
cc him, yet be doth excell him, becauſe he neuer hath experi⸗ 
cc ente of them, he liueth in good and pꝛoſperous health, he 
cc neuer feeleth aduerſitie , he doth nothing that is wicked, 
cc he is a father of good childꝛen, he is indued with fozmoſity *? 
cc and beautie who if (beſides all thoſe thinges) be die well 
ic it is he to aunſwere pour demaunde that woꝛthely may be 
cc called happie. Foz befoze be die he cannot be ſo called: And 
cc yet foztunate he may be termed. Fox to obtaine all({wht- 
cc les yout be a liuing man) it is impoſſible. Fo2 as one coun- 
cc trie is not able to ſerue it ſelfe with all commovdittes , but 
cc hauing one it lacketh an other: yet the ſame countrie that 7 
cc hath moſt commodities is the beſte : And as a mans bodie 
cc hauing one perfectio is not perfect, becauſe in hauing one 
cc he lacketh another: Euen ſo he that hath moſt vertue, and 
ec is indued with greateſt nomber of the afozeſaid commodi⸗ 
cc ties, and ſo quietly departeth his life, be in mine opinion is 
ec woꝛthy to be intitled with the name of a king. A mã muſt 
cc expect thende of euery thinge whereunto it tendeth. Foz 
cc God plucketh vppe by the rootes many men, to whom hee 
ec hath giuen abundaunte ok wealth and treaſure; Cræſus 
milliking the wooꝛ des of Solon ſuffred him to depart ſay» 


inge, he 
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ing. be was a foole that meaſured pꝛeſẽt pleaſures with no 
better regard. Akter whole departure, the gods began to 
bende their indignation and diſplealure vpon him, becauſe 
he tboughte himſelke the happieſt man aliue - Long time 
after Cræſus receputug courage and comfozt from Apol- 
lo at Delphos: attempted warres againſt Cyrus kinge of 
Perſia, Abo in thoſe warres was ouerthꝛowẽ, and taken 
pꝛiſoner after he had raigned xiiii.peares, was bzoughts 
by the Perſians to Cyrus. Then Cyrus cauſed a ſtacke of 
woode to be piled vp. and Cræſus fettred with giues, was 
ſet vpon the ſame. TUho then remembꝛing þ ſaping of So- 
lon, that no liuing man was bleſſed, oz in all pointes haps 
pie, cried out in lamentable wyſe. O Solon, Solon, Solon, 
which Cyrus hearing, cauſed his interpꝛeters to demaund 
of him, what the ſame Solon was, Cræſus with much dit⸗ 
ficultie toulde what he was, and declared all the talke bes 
twene him and Solon. Wherof when Cyrus heard the res 
po2t, he acknowledged himſelfe to be alſo a man, and ſoze 
repẽ ted that he wet about to burne him, which was equal 
vnto him in honour and riches,confeſſing nothing to be ſta 
ble and certaine in the life of ma, MAherupon he commaũ⸗ 
ded the fire to be taken awaye, which then began to flame. 
And ſo with much a doe, he was deliuered. Then Cyrus 
aſked him, who gaue him counſaile to inuade his countrie, 
ta make bis frende his foe, Euen my ſelfe (ſaide Cræſus) »3 
thꝛough vnhappie fate, by the per ſwaſion of the Greektſh „ 
God, which gaue me coũ laile. to make war res vpon thee. 55 
Foz there is no mã ſo madde, that had rather deſire warre 5» 
then peace. Foz in peace ſonnes burie their kathers, but in 55 
warres, fathers burie their childzen , But that theſe thin 
ges be come to paſſe, I maye thancke the deutls good „ 
grace, Afterward Cyrus intertained him verpho⸗ 5 
nourablie,and vſed his counſell, which hefound 55 
very holſome and good. >> 
COta 


Rachon and Cartomes. 


Of a father that made ſuite, to haue his owne ſonne 
put to death. 


The vii. Nonell. 


Mere was a man bozne in Mardus 
(which is a Countrie adiopning vito 
as Perſia) called Rhacon, that had ſeucn 
cbildꝛen. The yongeſt of them(named 
22% Cartomes)sfflicted diuers honeſt me, 
with greate barmes and miſchicfes. | 
3 Fe which cauſe the father began ta 
refo2me bim — to pꝛoue ił he would amend. But 
be litle waying the good vilcipiine of his father: It chaũ⸗ 
ced vpon a time that the Juſtices of the countrie, repaired 
tothe Seſſions iu that towne, where the father of v childe 
did dwell. Who taking his ſonne, and binding his handes 
behinde him, bꝛought him bekoze the Judges. To whom 
bee remembꝛed by waye of accuſation , ali the miſchicfes, 
which bis ſonne from time to time had committed, e deft> 
red the Judges, that be might be condempned to die. The 
Judges amazed with that requeſt, wauld not themſelues 
giue {ſentence againſt him, but bzought both the kather and 
the ſonne, befoꝛe Artaxerxes the king of Perſia: In whoſe 
pꝛeſence p father ſtill perſiſted in y accuſationof his ſonne. 
te {Why ( the king) canſt thou finde in thy harte, that thing 
c obne ſonne ſhould be put to death befoze thy face Mea tru⸗ 
te ly (ꝙ the father. Foz at home in my gard?, when the pong 
ec Lactuſe begin to growe, Jcutte of the bitter & ſower ſtal. 
ce kes frũ them. Fo pitie it were, the mother Lactuſe ſhould 
«« ſuſtaine ſoꝛow, fo thoſe baſtard aud degenerate ſhzubbes. 
ec (hich bein ge taken amaye, he pꝛoſpereth and encreaſeth 
« ko great lweeteneſſe and bignes. Euen (© kinge) if he 
ue hanged that hurteth my whole familie, and offendeth 1 
honel 
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honeſt converſation of his bꝛethꝛen, both my ſelfe ſhalbe in» 59 
creaſed , and the reſte of mp ſtocke and linage ſhall in like 5» 
ſoꝛt pꝛoſper and continne. The king hearing thoſe wozds, »» 
did greatly pꝛaiſe the wiſedome ol Rhacon, and choſe him »» 
to be one of his Judges, pꝛonouncing theſe woꝛdes befoze »» 
the multitude. Mee that dare thus ſeuerely and iuſtly p20: 5» 
nounce ſentfce bpon his owne child, doubtles he wil ſhew » 
yimlelke to be an intoꝛrupt and ſincere Judge, vpon the ok. 5» 
fences of other. Then the kinge deliuered the pong⸗ 2 
man, from that pꝛeſente faulte, thꝛeatninge him 
with moſt cruell death, ik after that time. 
he were appzehended with 
like offence. 


¶VVater offered of good will to Artaxerxes king of 
Per ſia, and the liber, all rewarde of the Kinge to the 


2 Sluer » 
Tbe ix. Nouell. 


Here was a certaine Perſiã called Sine- 

tas, that farre fro his owne houſe mette 

Y 15 king Artaxerxes, and had not wher with 

zo preſent bim. Foꝛ it was an ozder amd 

We 5585 the Per ſians, inſtituted by law, that 

euety mi which met p king, ſhould giue 

bima preſkut ene. Saherkozethe pooze man becauſe he would 

not neglecte his dutie, ranne to a river called Cyrus, ta- „ 

king both his hands full of water,ſpake tothe king in this „ 

wiſe. J beſeech God p your maieſtte, may euermoze raigne ,, 

amonges vs. As occalion of the place, and mine ability at, 
this inſtant ſerueth, J am come to honour pour maieſty, to“ oy 

the intent you map not palle wout ſome pzeſent Foz which „ 


cauſe I giue vnto you this water. But if your grace had „, 
ones 
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ee ones encamped pour ſelfe. J would go home to my houſe, 
cc foꝛ the belt and deareſt things J baue to honour pour ma- 
cc jeſtie withall. And peraduencure vᷣ ſame ſhall not be much 
cc iutet iour to the gittes, which other now dogiue you. Ar- 
cc taxerxes delighted with this fact, ſayde vnto him. Good 
cc fellowe I thancke thee loꝛ this pꝛeſente, J aſlare thee, the 
cc ſame is ſo acceptable vnto me, as the moſt pꝛecious gift of 
ce the woꝛlde. Firſt, becauſe water is the belt of all chinges, 
cc then becauſe the Niuer, out ofthe which thou diddeſt cake 
ce it, doth beare the name Cyrus. Wlherefoze I commaunde 
ce thee,tocome befoze me, when Jam at my campe. In ſpea- 
cc kinge thoſe woꝛds, he required bis Eunuches to take þ pꝛe⸗ 
ce ſent, and to put it into a cuppe of gold. The king when he 
cc was lodged in his pauilion, ſent to the man a Perſian robe, 
cc a Cuppe of Golde, and a thouſande Darices(which was a 
cc coigne amonges the Perſians, wperupon was the Image 
ec of Darius) willinge the meſſenger to lape vnto him, theſe 
cc woꝛdes. It hath pleaſedthe king, that chou ſhouldeſt de» 
ce lighte thy ſelfe,+ make mery with this gold, becauſe tbou 
ce diddeſt exhilarate his minde, in not ſuffering him to paſſe, 
ce without the honour ofa pꝛeſent:but as neceſſitie did ſerue 
«c thee, diddeſt humblie ſalute him with water. Pis pleaſure 
cc is alſo.that thou ſhalt dzincke of that water in this Cuppe 
cc of gold, of which thou madeſt him partaker. 
Artaxerxes hereby expꝛeſſed þ true Image of a pzince- 
ly minde, that would not diſdaine cherefully to be hold the 
bomelie gifte (in our eſtimation rude, and nothing wozth) 
at the handes ok his pooꝛe ſubiect: and liberally to reward 
thatduetifull zeale, with thinges of great pꝛice & valour, 
To the ſame Artaxerxes, riding in pꝛogreſſe thzough Per- 
ſia, was pꝛeſented by one called Miſes, a very great Pomei 
granate in a Siue. The king marueiling at 5 bignes ther⸗ 
ot, demaunded of him out of what garden he had gathered 
the ſame Me aunſwered out ol his awne. bherat the king 
greatipe reiopſinge, recompenced him with pzincelye re⸗ 
wardes, 
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wards, ſaying: By the Sunne (fo2 that was the common 
oth of the Perſian kinges) this man is able with ſuch tra⸗ 
uaile and diligence in my iudgemẽt to make of a litle citie, 
one that ſhalbe large and great. Mhich woꝛdes ſeeme to 
declare, that all thinges by care, ſufficlente paine and con⸗ 
tinual labour. map againſt natute, be made moze excellent 


and better, 
TN YN Nv: 


T The loue of Chariton and Menalippus. 
The x. Nouell. 


O we will J rehearſe a fact of the ty⸗ 
rant Phalaris farte diſcrepante from 
bis conditions, becaule it ſauoureth 
ol great kindnes and bumanitye, and 

dI LEM, WET ſeemech not to be done by bim. Cha- 
. . 4 riton was au Agrigentine bozne , 
r=" — { which is a towne in n Scicilia, ta great 
loner of beanty,who with ardent-affection loued one Mes 
nalippus, which was allo bozne in that Citie, of honeſt cd 
ditions and of excellente fozme and comelſnes,. This tps 
raunt Phalaris hindzed Menalippus in a certaine ſute. Foz 
he contending in iudgement with one of Phalaris frendes, 
the tyzaunt commaunded him to giue ouer his ſuite:wher⸗ 
vnto becauſe he was not obedient, he thꝛeatned to put bim 
to death, except he would pelde. Notwithſtanding Mena- 
lippus ouertame bim in law. the noble men, which were 
the frends of Phalaris, would gine no ſentẽre, but bought 
the matter toa Noneſuite. Which the pong man takinge 
in ill part, ſaid, he had receiued wong, and confeſſed to his 
rend Chariton the wꝛong be had ſuſtained, requiring his 
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men pꝛiuie to his conſpiracte, ſuch as he knewe woulde be 
ready and apte foz that enterpꝛiſe. Chariton percepuinge 
the rage and furie of his frende, knowinge that no man 
would take bis parte foz feare of che tyꝛaunt, began to diſs 
ſwade him,ſayinge: that he himſelfe went aboute the like 


attempte, a litle befoze, todeliuer his country into libertie 
from pꝛeſent ſeruitude, but he was not able to ſozt p ſame 
to any effect, without great daunger. Wherfoze he pꝛaied 
hym to commit the conſideration thereof vnto him, and to 
ſuffer him to eſpie a time apt and conuenient. Menalip- 
pus was content. Chariton reuoluing with himlelfe that 
deuiſe, woulde not make his deare frend a partaker ok the 
fact leaſt it ſhoulde be perteiued, but be alone tooke vppon 
bim to do the deede, that onely himſelfe might ſuſtaine the 
ſmart. Aherekoꝛe taking a ſwoꝛd in his hande,as he was 
ſeeking wap to giue the aſſault vpon the tyzaunt, his enters 
pꝛiſe was diſcloſed , and Chariton appzehended by the 
Guarde, which fo the tyzauntes dekence, diligently atten⸗ 
ded about him. From thence he was ſent to the Jaole, and 
examined vpon interrogatozies to bewꝛape the reſt of the 
conſpiratours . Fo2 which hee ſuffered the racke, and the 
violence ofother tozmentes. After wardes Menalippus 
remembzing the couſtancie ok his frende, and the crueltye 
by him ſtoutly ſuffered, went to Phalaris and confeſſed vne 
to him that not onely he was pꝛiup to that treaſon, but al⸗ 
ſo was the aucthour thereof, Phalaris demaundinge fo 
what cauſe he did it, tolde him the conſideration befoze re⸗ 
bearſed, which was the reuokinge of ſentence, and other 
iniuries done bnto him. The tyzaunt maruaplinge at the 
conſtant frendſhippe'ofthoſe twaine, acquited chem both. 
But vppon condition that both ſhoulde depart oute of the 


citie and countrie of Scicilia. Meuertheleſſe, be gaue them 
leaue to recciue the kruites and commodities of their reue⸗ 
nues In recoꝛd and remembzance of whole amitie, Apol- 


lo ſang theſe Uerſes. 
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amonges the humame Rinde: 
Mere good Chariton and Menalipbe, 


Whoſe like vnnet hs we finde. 


This Phalaris was a moſt cruelltpzaunte of the citie of 
Agrigentine in Scicilia., who beſides other inſtrumentes 
of new deuiſed tozmentes, had a Bull made of Bꝛaſſe, by 
the art and inuention of one Perillus. Into which Bull, 
all ſuch as were condemned to death were put, and by rea⸗ 
ſon of extreame heate ot lire made vnder the ſame, thoſe þ 
were executed, yelled fooꝛth terrible ſoundes and nayſes, 
like to the lowing of a Bull. Foz which ingine and deuiſe 
Perillus thinking to obtaine great reward, was fo} his la⸗ 
bour, by commaundementofthetyzaunt,thzowen into the 
Bull, being the firlk that ſhewed the pzoofe ol his deuiſe. 
Mithin a while after, alſo Phalaris himſelfe,fo2 his great 
crueltie, was by a general aſſault, made vyd him by p peo⸗ 
ple, haled into the ſame Bull and burned. And althoughe 
this tyꝛaunte karre excelled in beaſtlpe crueltie, pet there 
appeared ſome ſpar ke of humanitie in him, by his mercye 
extended vpõ Chariton and Menalippus, the two true lo⸗ 
uers befoze remembꝛed. The ſame Phalaris wzote many 
moper and ſhozt Epiſtles, full of vertuous inſtructians, & 
holſome admonitions. | 
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T Kinge Cyrus perſwaded by Araſpas, to diſpoſe him- 
felfe to loue a Ladie called Panthea, entreth into a pretie 
diſputation and talſce of loue and beautie. Afterwards: 
Araſpas himſelfe falleth in loue with the ſaide Ladie, but 
ſhe indued with great chaſtitie,auoydeth his earneſt ſutes 
And vhen ſhee heard tell that her huſ bande was ſlaine in 
the ſeruice of Cyrus, ſhe killed herſelfe. 
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„„ Coe the beginning of this Hiffozie, 
F Val J thought good by way of Pꝛoeme, ta 
. <4 introduce the wozdes of an excellente 
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E waiter called Lodouic? Cælius Rho- 
doginus, who ſaith that S. Pierome 
Abe moſt holy and eloquent father, at. 
th. 3 firmeth that vertues are not to be põ⸗ 
dered by the ſexe oz Kinde, by whom they be done, but by þ 
chaſte and honeſt minde. UAberewich tfeuer any woman 
was affected, truly it was the fayze LadiePanthea, Foz 
which J would no man ſhould blame me ok vngodlines,02 
indileretlon, in that J do remember a woman mentioned 
in pꝛotane authours, becaule at this pꝛeſent I am not min⸗ 
ded to make vewe of Chziſke his lecretes, which are his de⸗ 
tine Scriptures, wherein be contapned the Ghoſtly liue⸗ 
ok ſacred dames, wherein allo aboundantly doth ſhine and 
glitter, the celeſtiall mercie of our heauenly Father, But 
let the Reader remember that we be now connerſantin 5 
aunclent monuments of other pzophane aucthours, c out 
ok them do ſelect moſt pleaſant places to recreat echweary 
minde. This Pantheatherfoze as Xenophon wyiteth,and 
partly as S. ierome repozteth, was the wyfe of Abrada 
tas a noble perſonage, and in warlicke factes very ſkilfull, 
dearely beloued of Cyrus king of Perſia, with whom this 
Lady Panthea was captiue, at the ouerthꝛow ofthe Affy- 
rians. Ring Cyrus then after his enempes were vanqui- 
ed, hearinge tell of this gentlewoman , called vnto him 
one of his deareſt frends named Araſpas which was à Me⸗ 
dian bozne,the very minion, playe felom, and companion 
of Cyrus krom his youth. To whom foz þ great loue that 
he bare him, he gaue the Median robe of from bis owne 
backe at bis departure from Aſtiages into Perſia To this 
gentleman, king Cyrus committed the cuſtodie of the La⸗ 
die, and of her tente. Abradatas her huſbande (when the 
Ne 8 was 
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was taken pꝛiſoner) was befoze ſente in Ambaſſage to the 
king of Bactria by the Aſſirian king, to intreate of peace, 
becauſe he was his familiar frend. When Araſpas had te 
ceived the keeping ofthe Ladie. De aſned Cyrus whether „ 
be had ſeen her, No truly ſaid Cyrus. Then haue J, ſaide „ 
Araſpas):and haue choſen. her ſpecially fo pour owne per - „ 
ſon, And when we came into her Pauiliã, none of vs could „ 
tell, which was ſhe,fo2 ſhe ſet vppon the grounde, with all „ 
her women about her, and her apparell was like vnto her „„ 
maides. But we deſirous to know which was þ maiſtres, „ 
beheld them all, and by and by thee ſeemed to excell them „ 
all, although ſbe latte with her face couered, loking downe „ 
bpon che grounde. And when we bad her to riſe bp, all the 55 
reſt roſe vp alſo, She did farre ſurmounte her maides, as „ 
well in making andlineamentes of body, as in good beha „ 
uiour and tomelinelle, although ſbe was clad in ſimple ap» ,, 
patell. The teares manifeſtly ranne downe her eyes vþ- 5 
yon her garments, diſtilling downe tuen to her feete. To „ 
whom he that was moſt auncient amonges vs (aſd. Be of „ 
good there Lady. Me heare tell that you haue averp vali» „ 
aunte man to pour huſbande, ſuch one whole pzactize and 5 
experience is well knowen & tryevamongs greateſt pzin- zz 
ces,notwithſtanding we haue choſen foꝛ you agentleman, „ 
þ is not inferiour to bim, either in beautie,fozce, wiſedome „ 
oz valiafice , And we do berely beletue, chat if there be any „ 
man in this wozld, woꝛthie of admiration, it is Cyrus our „ 
Pꝛince and Loꝛde, whoſe paragon wee haue choſen you to 4, 
bee, When the Lady hearde them ſaye ſozſhetare the at „ 
tirement from her head and body, ſhe cried out, and all her 
maides ſkʒiched w her. At which times the greateſt part 
of ber face appeared, and ſo did ber necke and hands. Aud 
aſſure pour ſelfe Cyrus) to vs that viewed her well, it ſee- 
med impoſſible, that ſuch a creature coulde be bozne ok 
moꝛtall parentes in Aſia, Therefoze ſir, looke vppon her 

iu any wile.To whom * 8 moe ꝑꝛaiſe ye _ 
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het; the lelle minde J haue to ſee her, ik ſhee be ſuch one ag 
vou haue ſaide. And whye ſo(ꝙ Araſpas). Betauſe (ſayde 
Cyrus) if Ich duld go to ſee her, heating vou make this re⸗ 
poꝛte of her heautio (leaſure not ſeruinge me thereunto) J 
am akraide, leſt ſhe would fone alure me, to go many times 
ts be hold her. Mhereby A might perchaunce. grow negli⸗ 
ent in my matters ot greateſt impoꝛtance. The pong gen⸗ 
tleman ſiniling, ſaid. Thincke you Cyrus, that che beauty 
of a womã, can foꝛce a man vnwilling,to attempt a thinge 
that ſhbtfld not be meete foꝛ him: Ik nature haue that fozce 

in her, ſhe would compell all men a like. Do you not ſee, 5 

de fire burneth all men akter onsſozt, betaule it is his nature: 
Beautikull thinges be not had in aquall eſtimation, ſame 
*© be of great pꝛice, ſome not fo, ſome do regarde this, fame 
©, that Foz loue is a voluntatie thing and euery man loueth 
b6what he liſt. The bzother is not in tue with the ſiſter, but 
FF of anothor ſhes loued The kather is nat in loue with the 
5* doughter, yet ſhe is beloued of andther. Foz feare & law 
© are ableenough to teſtt aiut laue. But if there were a lam 
made to cãmaund men that chey m bith did not eate, ſhould 
** hob be hungrie, and theynthat did not dzinke, ſhould not be 
5 a thtrſt, and that no man ſhould be cold in M inter, ⁊ botte 
5 in Sommer, that lawe coulde not compeli men to obepe. 
Foz men by nature be ſubtert ta thoſe inürniities, But to 
5 lone is a thinge kree and valunta rie: Euery man iouetb 
**© thingesthatbe dis owne as bis apparell and other his ne⸗ 
bf ceſſaries, Aherunto Cyrus replic d. If loue be voluntary 
5 How can it de that a manmay abandon the lame, when he 
ce ſiſte: But Jhaue ſeene men weepe fo2ſozowe of loue, J 
< haiiÞknowen them that baue beene ſtaues to loue. who be⸗ 
** fo2e theg baue keutv, haue choughte toꝛaldome, the grea⸗ 
<< vet euilla geuing awape manyeithinges, which had beene 
ce better fo} them to haue kept:and haue pꝛaped to God to be 
© exoneratev-oblous;aboue all other diſeaſes, and yet coulde 
e not be deluſered, deing bound with ſtronger impziſonmkt, 
19 1. Iv then 
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then ik they had beene tied with chaines, pelding themſel⸗ » 
nes to their louers, ſeruing them with all obedience. And 5 
when they be hampered with ſuchmiſchiefes, they ſer ke d 
not to auoide them. They do ſo in deede as pou ſaye(aun · = 
ſweredthe pong man,) And therefoze ſuch louers be miſe 5» 
rable, wiſhing fill to die and pet ſtill continue in their woe >> 
and calamitie. Ind where there be a thoufande wayes to, >» 
bereue them ak like, pet they dd not die; Same of them fall >» 
to ſtealing and robbing of other men. But when they haue »» 
robbed and ſtolen anpe thing thou witch the firſt thinkinge >» 
theft vnnecellarp, doeſt condemne themas theeues, whom 
thou doſt not pardon,. bat puniſh. In line maner the beauti · o 
full doe not touncell men ta lone them o couet that is not 
tawful, But miſeræble men ſhe wing themſelues inferiour;>>- 
to all luſtes and deſires, doe in che ende accuſe Loue, to be >> 
the authaur of their miſerie Good and honeſt men, al o 
thoughe they deſire golde, beautikull hozſesand faire wo- 
men, pet they can well ynougbe abſtaine from them all >> 
as not ſubiect to tbem moꝛe then is miete. Foꝛ Amꝑſelfe 
haue bebolden this woman, which ſeemeth to be a ſurpaſs >> 
lint faire wight: and yet J am nom with pou, J ryde and 5 
do other thinges, accoꝛdinge to my dutie. Peraduenture; >» 
(ſaid Cyru ou went ſaner awaye, then loue coulde haue 55 
time to faſten vppan yau. Foz ſire tuuchinge a man, doch 55 
not ſtratt hurne hum: And woode is not by 4 by iu flame 
yet would I not willingly touch ſireauoꝛ behold beautiful 
perſons; Aud I muuld giue vou: c ounſaile Araſpas, to beo 
ware how pou ſuffer your epes to rolle, t wãder upon faire 
women. Foz the fire burneth them, p touch it: And beauti· 
full folke;do kindle them-þ be balothema farse of, in ſuch o 
wiſe as they burne tos laue. I marxãt pan Cyrusſſayd A 
mſpas.) Fox if J do tontinually tobe upon them A wil not | 
ſb be dꝛowned in loue, as the ſame ſhali pzonoke me hop? 
any thing d noth.not mee Dowſavy: weilſapp 
ms-Therkoze keepe this Hon as J bid _ * —— po 55. 
Ut, 
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vnto her. Foꝛ peraduenture ſhe is taken in good time. And 
ſo they departed. The pong gentleman marking the ſingu ; 
ler beautie of the Ladp, and percepuing her great honeſty, 
be hauing cuſtodie ol her, thoughte he woulde do her plea 
ſure, and bp geſture ſawe that ſhe was not ingrate and vn⸗ 
thanckfull, but verp diligent. She cauſed her ſeruauntes 
to pꝛepare all chinges in readines at his comming in: And 
if be were by chaunce ſicke, ſhee coke oꝛder that he ſhoulde 
lacke nothinge. Upon which occaſions,he fell in loue with 
her. And no maruaile. Fo2 ſhe was (as befoze is ſaide) a 
woman very fapꝛe and amiable . Afterwards king Cyrus 
deſirous to ſend a ſpie into the countrie of Lydia, tolearne 
what the Aſſyrians did: Araſpas which had the keepinge 
of the fapze Lady,ſeemed moſt mete fo2 that purpoſe. But 
Araſpas chaunced co fall in loue with the Ladie in ſuche 
wiſe as he was fozced to bzeake his minde vnto her, foz þ 
ſatiſfping of his pleaſure . Which requeſt , like a faithfull 
t louing woman to her abſent huſband, ſhe denped. Hows 
beit the would not accuſe Araſpas to Cyrus, being a fraide 
to ſet variaunce betweene frendes. Araſpas thinkinge it a 
great ſhame and repꝛoche vnto him, not to obtaine his de⸗ 
ſtre:tchꝛeatened the Lady, that if ſhe wauld not peld to his 
requeſt, he would haue it per koꝛce. Then the woman kea⸗ 
ring violence, kepte the thing no longer ſecrete, but ſente 
one o her Eunuches to Cyrus, to diſcouer the whole macs 


ter. Which whẽ he heard, he laughed hartely at Araſpas, 


that ſayde and made his vaunte that he was ſuperiour ta 


Tone, ſending Artabaſus with the Eunuch, to commaund 


him not to foꝛce the woman:but if he could by fapze meas 
nes allure her, he would not be againſt him. When Arta- 
baſus came to Araſpas:he tebuked him, both foz his tnfides 
lity iu the thinge committed vntohis char ge, and alſo fo2 


bis wickedneſſe, iniurie, and incontinencie. Wher withall 


me, 


and 


Araſpas wepte foz ſozowe , beinge oppꝛeſſed wych ſha 
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und conkounded with feare , fo2 the diſpleaſure of Cyrus. 

Mhiche thing Cyrus vuderſtanding , called him, and pꝛi⸗ 

uely ſapd thus buto him. I ſee Araſpas that you be afraied 33 
ol me, and much aſhamed. But be contente, fo; I knowe »» 
that the Goddes haue bene vanquiſhed with loue, and haue . 
learned what thinges the wiſeſt mT haue ſuffered foz loue. »2 
And J haue accuſed my ſelfe,bicauſe N couldnot conteine, »2» 
being in companie with faire perſonages. And ok this mil. »» 
happe happened to pou, I my ſelfe am the occaſion, Foꝛ J 5 
compelled you to that inuincible matter, Araſpas making 2» 
aunſwere ſapd: you be in this thing, O Cyrus, euen like 2 
vnto pour ſelfe,as you be in all other. Dou be mercifull, g 5» 
full of clemencte , But the bꝛute that ſhall riſe hereof is, 5» 
that, whiche maketh me mofte penſife,foz ſo ſone as the ru- 5» 
mour of my calamitie, isdiſperſed, mine enemies will re- 53 
_ foyce,and mp frendes will counſaill me to flee , leſt poure 5» 
maieſtie dohainouſlp take reuenge of mine offence » Well »» 
Araſpas, ſaid Cyrus: By that opinion and bzute,you ſhall 5» 
do me greateſt (eruice,and pꝛoſite very muche my conkede⸗ 55 
rates. Pow can that be (ſaid Araſpas + Where in fo that 5» 
reſpect ſhall I be able to doe pou any ſeruice? I pꝛeſent. >» 
ly (p Cyrus) you domake as though you fledde from me, 5» 
and by going to myne enemies, vou maye wynne of them 2» 
great tredite.Nerely(ſapd Araſpas) I ſuppoſe that J and »» 
my krendes, might raiſe a rumour in deede, that J am fled 5» 
from you;fo2 feare, Do map pou (ſapd Cyrus)returne vnto 5» 
bs againe, when pou knowe our enemies ſecretes. Fo2 J 5» 
thinke they will make pou pꝛiuie to all their counſell and 5» 
deuiſes, And pou being in credit, ſhall be made pꝛiuie to all 2 
tbeir appointementes whtche wee defire to knowe. J will >» 
euen nome depart(ſayd Araſpas)foz it is very likely, that 
this my departure, map ſeme to be an argumtt of crouth, 52 
bicauſe'J ſems to flie fo2 feareofpuniſhement. Canyon in 5» 
thatmaner fozſake fatrePanthea (@ Cyrus:) Truely(ſuid 2» 


he) it euidently nowe appeareth, that I am endewed with 5» 
twoo 
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cc two mindes. Mich the one J haue plaied the Philoſopher, 
ce with loue that vntrue Sophiſtre. Foz ther is no one mind 
e which is good and badde, and at one time is rapt with the 
cc Ique of good and cuil thinges, ne pet at one inſtant can wil 
ce and will not together. Therefoze it is manifeſt, that ther 
ce de two mindes.Uihen 5 good minde ruleth,itdoth things 
c that be honeſt, when the euill is ſupertour, it wozketh ill. 
cc And now the good minde, by making pou his frende & con- 
c federate, doth puiſlantiy gouerne. Well (ſapde Cyrus) it 
«© you goe, you muſt beware, that pour credite may increaſe: 
c amonges them. Tell them hardly, the lomme of our inde⸗ 
& yours, but in ſuche wiſe, as our doinges map bee lettes to 
ct their pꝛactiſes. And this ſhall hinder their deuiſes muche.. 
oc if you ſaie that we determine to inuade their countrie. Fo. 
cc hearing this, they will not aſſemble their whole — 
cc ęuerꝝ man fearing his pꝛiuate part. And ſee that pou tary 
ec with thẽ᷑ a good ſpace, And looke which partes they meane 
cc ſoneſt to appꝛoche, the ſame be moſte conuenient fox vs to 
e knowe. And bid them to be ready, whenſoeuet they thinke 
co time Fo2 when pou ſhall depart from them although they 
ce know pou to be pꝛiuie to their ozder, et then muſt ncedes 
c« kepe the ſame,and be afrapd to alter it, leſt they tonfounde 
r cem ſelues,thzough their ſodaine chaũge. Thus Araſpag. 
departing, telling his moſte truſtie ſeruauntes , whar hee 
would haue done in this matter, went his wape. But Pan- 
thea hearing that Araſpas was gone, ſent to Cyrus this. 
mellace conteining theſe wooꝛdes. 
c Bee not lozie Cyrus fo2 the departure of Araſpas, to 
cc your enemies . Foz it pou wyll ſuffer mee, to ſende ſoꝛ my 
cc huſbande,J doe pꝛomyſt pon , that be ſhalbe a farre moe 
ic aſſured frende then Araſpas was. And I knome be wyll 
ce come with ſo great power ( fo pour apdeſ) as hee is able 
« to make. Fo? the father of the Aſſirian kyng, whiche 
cc nowe raigneth, was his frende. But this kyng vppon @ 
cr tyme, went about to make a diuozcement betwerne my 
hulband 
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hulbande and mee. Therefoze, knowpng that this kyng, »» 
doth diſoapne my huſbandes goodfoztune, by hauing mee »» 
to wife. I am ſure hee woulde ſone be perſwaded, toſerue 5» 
ſo noble a Pꝛince as you be. Cyrus hearing her ſape ſo, »» 
commaunded her to ſende fo2 her huſbande, which the did. »» 
Abradatas knowing his wiues tokens,and vnderſtanding 
theeffecte of her meſlage , ſpedely came to Cyrus wity 
two thouſand hoꝛſemen. They that were the Perſian ſpies, 
ſent to Cyrus,declaring what he was. Cyrus commaunded 
that foꝛthwith, be ſhould be bꝛaught vnto his wife. When 
the wife and huſvande ſawe eche other, they imbꝛaced like 
twoo that mette after ſuche troubleſome aduentures. Thẽ 
Panthea tolde her buſbande the goodnes, temperante, and 
tlemencie ol Cyrus towarde her. Mho hearing ol her in⸗ 
terteignement. ſapde. Nhat ſhall J doe Panthea, to ren 33 
der thankes to Cyrus, faꝝ pou and mee: Mhat other thing 22 
(ſaide Panthta) but to indeuour pour ſelle, ta bee ſuche a 2 
truſtie krende to him, as he hath bene to you. Then Abra- 5» 
datas went to Cyrus, and when he ſawe hym, be tooke him >» 
by the right hande and ſapde. Foꝛthe pleaſures that you 5» 
baue done mee, O Cyrus, I haue no moꝛe to ſaye, but that »» 
J aſſure my ſelte vuto you, as your frende, your ſeruaunt >» 
and confederate. And what ſoeuer Iſte you deſy2e,Jſhall >» 
implope my ſelte, to the bttermoſte ot my power, ta apde 2 
and helpe pou in the ſame. Ta whome Cyrus ſapde, J ac. >» 
tepte vou, and fox this tyme diſmiſle yau, to goe and ſuppe >> 
with pour wife. Then you ſhall agayne be placed in my 52 
Tente about me amonges paur frendes and myne. And 
when Abradatas ſawe the pzeparation of Cyrus, that hee 
made agaiuſt his enemies, he abdzeſſed:tamake pꝛouiſion 
ol Armure, and thinges meete kon the ſielde kor hym ſelfe : 
His wyfe Parthea, had made of her treaſure, a Curate any 
helmet ot Golde, and likewyſe his vambꝛaces, and had fur 
1 _ beg of the — bzaſen 1 
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King Cyrus and 
When Cyrus had ſpokendinerſe orations, fo: the incozas 
ging of his armie, and had taken ozder, howe all thinges 
might pzolſperouſly ſuccede, diuided his Captaines into ſe⸗ 
uerall battailes, appointing euerp ot them their charge: 
Abradatas ſhewed him ſelfe verie bzaue , and marctall in 
his Chariot. Who being about to put on alinnen bzeaft 
plate, accoꝛding to his countrie maner : his wife Panthea 
bzoughthim an armure of golde,4a Purple gowne down 
to his feete,after Robe faſhiõ, and a Crimſen ſxarfe.Theſe 
chinges had the pꝛiuely wzought fo2 her huſbande, knows 
ing the meaſure of his harneſle, whiche when her huſband. 
ſawe,be marueiled, and ſaid to Panthea. Mile, baue pou 
not defaced pour Jewels, to make this armure : Truelpe 
( ſaid Panthea) I haue a mote pꝛecious Jewell then this. 
Fox it pou pꝛoue a noble #baliant gentle man to other, as 
you haue done a louing t᷑ truſtie huſbãd to me, you are my 
deareſt Jewell. In ſaying thus, ſhe armed him, and would 
that no man ſhould haue ſene her: fo2 the teares trickled 
downe her chekes. Abradatas being in the fronte of the ar 
mie, armed after this maner, appered a gallant and bzaug 
taptapne, whoſe nature and complexion, agreed to his co⸗ 
melineſle. And taking þraines of the Chariot in his hãds. 
be pꝛepared him ſelfe to mounte vp. Then Panthea, all os 
ther being commaunded to ſtande backe, ſaide. Truely 
Abradatas, if there be women, that eſteme their huſbandes 
better then their owne lines, Ithinke pou knowe that 1 
am one ot᷑ chem.Therefoze what neede J to expꝛeſſe, euer 


moze then woozdes . And thus indeuouring mp lelke tos 
wardes yon, our mutuall lone is ſuch, as I bad rather be 
buried quicke with pou, being a noble man, then to liue in 
ſhame. I regarde pou withthe beſte , and my ſelfe not as 
the wozſte. Great thankes we owe to Cyrus, fozhis Hin- 
cely interteignement of me, being a captine,and choſen fop 
him ſelfe, nat like a pxyſoner with ſhame, but free 1 
| ſpotox 
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fpot 02 blemiſhe to mine honoꝛ. And bſed me. as though J »» 
had bene his bzothers wyke. And after Araſpas departed 5» 
from him, whiche had the cuſtodie of me, J pꝛomiſed him, 5» 
that ik hee would giue mee leue to ſende foꝛ pou, that pou »» 
ſhould become mote lotall and aſſured to him, then euer 5» 
Araſpas was. Abradatas delited with her chaſte commu- 5» 
nication,and tender ip laying his hand vpon her head: loo⸗ 
king vp to heauen, made this pꝛaier. D moſt mightie Iup- 2 
piter, graunte that I map ſhewe m ſelfe an houſbande, »» 
meete foz Panthea,anda frẽde wozthyof Cyrus, who hath 523 
ſa curteoullp dealt with vs. Thus ſpeaking at the entrie of »» 
the Chariot ſeate, he went vp, aud being ſet downe, the go⸗ 
uernour of Chariot made faſt the leate. Panthea hauing 
nowe nothing to embꝛace, kiſſed the Chariot ſeate. And (a 

he went foꝛth. But Panthea followed him pꝛʒiuelie, till he 
fourned and ſpied her, to whome he ſayde. Be of good con: „ 
forte Panthea, A dicu and farewell. Then her Eunuches & 55 
women, conueighed her to her own Chariot, couering the 
ſame with curteines. 

Cyrus after the battaile and victozie,had againſt Cræ- 
ſus: called diuerſe of his men vnto him, and demaſided if 
they ſawe Abradatas, Foz I marueile(ſapde hee) that he 7» 
commeth not vnto me. Fo? befoze the battell, manp times 5 
he appered in my pꝛeſence. Whereunto one ot bis men an- 53 
ſwered. The cauſe is (fir) that he is not aliue. Foz hee was 5 
flayite in the battaile, as he inuaded the #giptians . The 52» 
reſt of his companie, except his owne ſouldiours,fled from 2» 
bim, when they ſawe him incountre with the Acgiptian 2» 
battaile. And thẽ his wife Panthea tooke him vp, and laid 5» 
him in her owne wagon: conneigitng him to a certapne 23 
place, by the Ryner Pactolus. And (they (ap) tbat her Eu- 32 


nuches doe digge a graue to burie him. His wife ſitteth 2» 


bpon the ground, apparelled with thoſe furnitures that he »» 
did weare, leaning her head vpon her knees, With whiche 22 
wozdes , Cyrus was dziven into create ſozowe z Ts 
3 him 
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Him ſelfe vppon the thigbe „ and by and by mounted on his 
bozſe- And taking w him B.hozſementhe went tomourne 
ktoꝛ his frende Abradatas. Mozeouer he comaunded Gada- 
tas and Gobryas, to.carrie the faireſt apparell they coulde 
get, to his good and honeſt frende that was dead, and to al⸗ 
ſemble his oxen and hoꝛſe, and all his beaſtes and cattell, 
wherſoeuer they were, thac they might be lacriſiced to A- 
btadatas. But whT he ſawe Panthea ſitting vpõ the groũd 
and the dead coꝛps lying by her, he went fo2 ſozowe,t (aid, 
cc Alake good woman, thou truſtie and faithfull wife, doelk 
ce thou thus depart & leaue vs alone: And with thoſe wozds 
be tooke her by the right hand, and therewithall was pꝛe⸗ 
ſented the dead hand ol Abradatas, which the Acgiprians 
in the battailed had cut of:whiche when Cyrus ſawe', hee 
then lamented,moze then he did bcfoze. And Panthea cried 
out. ho cõ toꝛted by Cyrus, kiſſed the dead hand, be ſtow⸗ 
ing the ſame againe in place, ſo well as ſhe coulde, & ſapde. 
ce Thus it is chaunced Cyrus: but why do you beholde 5 dead 
c bodp% This death J knowe(@ lhe)hee hath ſuffred fo2 mp 
cc ſake, be ing none ofthe left avuentures, whiche he hath has: 
tc Zarded fo2 me, And perchaunce Cyrus, he would baue done 
ec no leſſe foꝛ you. Fo2 Jexbozted him like a foole as J was): 
cc to attempte this aduenture, to thintent he might baue ſhes 
ce wed him ſelfe a frende,of woꝛ thy remembzaunce. Mhiche 
ce requeſt he accepted, to pleaſure pou and me: Oe hath vas 
cc liantly beſtowed bis life g is dead, and J vuhappy caitife 
cc. that gaue him ſirſt counſaple, do ſitte here aliue. Cyrus fox 
cc à certapn ſpace holding his peace, powꝛed fozth aboundãce 
«« of teares, and then ſaid. This gentleman (Lady Panthea) 
tc hatha commendable ende, foꝛ he died in victozie. But take 
ec theſe furnitures, and adozne him therewithall. Foz Go- 
ec hryas and Gadatas were come with riche # coftly apparel. 
“ Chen hee ſapde, bee ſure he ſhalbe honoured with greater 
« thinges then theſe, A monumẽt alſo, accoꝛding to his woꝛ⸗ 
c chineſſe, ſyalbe erected vpã his graue «Sacrifice ou ofs 
tx eds 
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fered, meete fo2 a man la baliant and puiſſaunt. Thou like⸗ 
wyſe ſhalt not be left comfoꝛtles. Fo2 in conſideration of ?? 
thy great chaſtitie and vertue. IJ will honour thee, and ap⸗ 
pointe a garriſon to conuey thre into what place thou arte ?? 
diſpoſed to goe. To whom Panthea ſayd. Be of good chere 
Cyrus, I wyll not hide from pou the place, wherein Jam 
determined to beſtowe my ſelfe. Cyrus hearing her ſay ſo, 
went awap, pitping the woman, that was bereued of ſuche 
a huſbande, and lamenting the man, that had lefte ſuche a 
wife behinde him, and was like nomoze to ſee her againe. 
But Panthea commaunded her Eunuches to go out of the 
place, till ſhe had ſatiſũied her ſelfe with teares, and lamens 
tations fo2 her huſbande Fopthe pꝛepared to kil her ſelfe, 
requiring her Nurſſe to tarie by her, and cõmaunded her, 
that when ſhe was dead, the ſhould ſhꝛoude her & ber hul⸗ 
bande in one garment. The Nurſſe perſwaded the Ladie, 
with humble wozdes and ſupplications, from her determt 
ned death. But ſhe could not pꝛeuaile: and when ſhe ſawe 
that her maiſtres, taoke her wooꝛdes in ill parte, the ſatte 
downe and wepte. But Panthea with a ſwoꝛde, whiche ſhe 
had pꝛepared long time fo2 that purpole, killed her ſelfe, æ 
laping her head vpũ her huſbandes bꝛeaſte, ſhe pelded from 
her chaſte body, her innocent ghoſt. The Nurſle ſeing that 
cried out, and couered them both, as the was commaũded. 
Cyrus vnderſtanding the womans kacte, was amazed, and 
ſpedelp went to ſee,if ſhemight be holpen . The Eunuches 
(being thꝛee in nomber) ſeing their maiſtres dead, they 
like wyſe dꝛewe out their [woꝛdes, e killed theimſelues in 
the place, where they were commaunded to ſtande. In 
memoꝛie of whiche facte Cyrus erected a noble monu⸗ 
ment, to the per petuall pꝛayſe of chaſtitie, and 
honeſt loue. Uhich (as Xenophon repoz« 
tech) remained to his dates, with 
their names ingrauen in 


Syrian letters. 
Abdolo- 


Of Abdolominus 


C Abdolominusis from poore eſtate, aduaunced by 
Alexander the great, through his honelit life, 
to be kyng of Sydone. 


T he. x1j. Nonell. 


—_ 5 N34 Lexander the mightie and noble Em⸗ 
bogs 8 perour, after be had ſubdued Darius, 

| 8 che Perſian kyng: at length came to 

Sydone, a famous citie , by reaſon of 

5 the auncient fame of the firſt foũders. 

1-4 Lie ſame citie was vnder the gouer⸗ 

2 — = nement of Strato, and mainteined bp 

the — of Darius, who yelding moze by fozce of the 
people, then by free wil, was thought vuwozthy,to raigne 
and rule there, Alexander at the requeſt of his frende E- 
pheſtion, willed him to appointe one to be king, whom the 
Citizens ſhould thinke moſte wozthy of that ſtate. After 
pꝛofers of Epheſtion, to diuers of the yonge gentlemen of 
that citie, and refuſall made of their partes: they alledged 
that none ought ta enioythe dignitie of their king, but ſuch 
as were deſcended ofthe royall bloud. Thinking none to 
be moze meete foꝛ that ſtate, then one Abdolominus, wha 
being of the ropall race,foz pouertie was infozced to inha⸗ 
bite a litle cotage without the citie. Dis good life was the 

te caule ot᷑ his pouertie, as it is to many other:and labouring 
«« in his daily trauell, vnde tſtoode not the baute of the warte 
te that troubled all Aſia. Epheſtion and the ponge gentlemE 
cc repaired vnto him, with garmentes to gar niſhe him like a 
te king, and founde him making cleane his garden, wbome 
tc they laluted, and ſaide. Nou muſt exchaunge vour homelie 
ec clothes, with theſe riche robes , wherewith wee here pꝛe⸗ 
«« (ent you. Maſhe pour bodie that nowe is foule and vn⸗ 
cleanes takt vppon you the courage ot a kyng: and in — 
ats 
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fate(wherofyou be woꝛthy) expꝛeſſe che ſame ſobzietie and „, 
continencie, you doe pꝛeſently vie. Andwhenyoulſicte in „ 
your recall ſeate, vſing the authozitie of life and death o⸗ 
uer your ſubiectes:Do in no wile foꝛget the foztune, wber⸗ 
in you were befoze pou were made king, ne pet fo what 
purpoſe pou did receive it. The matter ſemed to Abdolo- 
minus like a dꝛeame: and demaunded ol theim, if cheir 
wittes were ſounde, that did deride him in that ſozte, But 
when he ſawe them bynde by othe, their doynges to bee ol 
trouthe⸗he waſhed him elk, and taking the garmenc, which 
was purple and golde, went with them into the place. The 
fame was diuerſly bzuted of this facte Some fauoured the 
cauſe, and ſome did froune againſt ſt. But ſuche as were 
riche, did repꝛoue his pouertie and baſe eſtate, to thoſe that 
wereneare aboute Alexander, whiche made the kynge 
to ſende fe2 bim. And when he had long beholdẽ his mans: 
ner and o2der,ſayd. Your perſonage doth not degenerate, „ 
from the fame of your p2ogenitozs « But J would fapne „ 
knowe, howe pacient pou were in the tyme of your pouer» „ 
tie. I would to God (ꝙ Abdolominus) I could beate mp „ 
pꝛoſperitie in lyke caſe nom Jam kpng, Theſe handes did „ 


get that J deſired. And bauing nothing, J lacked nothing. zz. 


Whiche woozdes made Alexander conceiue a good. 
apinion of hym. To whome he reſtozed theri-- 
ches of the kyng bekoze, and diuers o⸗ 
ther thinges taken awape by 
the Perſians. 
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he oration of the Scythian Ambaſſadours to A. 
lexander the great, reprouing his ambicion, and deſire of 


Empire. 


The. xiij. Nouell. 


VIlie in the firſte booke of his Offices, 
ſaieth, that very miſerable, is ambicion 


5 e ubicbe be giuen to 2 ne 
e ment, bonoꝛ and glozic, bee fozgecfull of 
2 A Juſtice. The trutbe of whiche graue 
woꝛdes, dttred bya Pzince of eloquence, the rude and bar⸗ 
barous Ambaſſadours of Scythia, in plaine and homelie 
talke,boldly did pzonounce to king Alexander (ſurnamed 
Magnus) when hee was about to inuade their countrie. 
Fo? when he had within 3. dayes finiſhed twelue thouſand 
boates,totranſpozte his armie over the famous Rpuer of 
Tanais,( whiche deuidetb Aſtafrom Europa) againſt the 
pooꝛe Scythians, twenty Ambaſſadours of the Scythians, 
came to Alexanders Campe, to ſpeake with hym, to pꝛoue 
if they coulde by wooꝛdes, withdzawe his entended pur; 
pole: Befoze whome when they were placed, the eldeſt of 
them ſpake theſe woꝛdes. 
e Ik the Goddes had giuen thee a bodie, acco2ding to the 
cc immoderate deſy2e of thy mynde, the whole wozlde coulde 
ce not be able to holde thee « With one of thy handes, thou 
te wouldeſt touche the Oriente, and with thy other hande the 
ce Occidente. And when thou haſte gotten that: thou wylt 
cc deſyꝛe to knowe, where the bzightnelle of the Diuine Pa- 
ec ieſtie is placed. Thus thou coueteſt after the thing, thou 
ce att not able to receyue. Out of Europa thou marcheſt ins 
cc to Aſia, and out ot Aſia thou paſſeſt into Europa. Alter- 


wardes, 
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to king Alexander, 3 


wardes, ik thou doeſt vanquiſhe all mankynde : thou muſt 55 
make warre with woodes and Snowes, with Ryuers and 5» 
wylde beaſtes, What + Doeſt thou not knowe,that great »» 
trees growe long, and pet be rooted out of the grounde in 55 
a moment? Me is a foole tbat looketh after the kruite, and 55 
doetb not meaſure the height of the tree, wheron it grow: 55 
eth. Take hede leſt whyle thou doeſt contende, toclpmme „. 
tothe toppe, thou falleſt downe wich the bowes, whiche „ 
thou doeſt imbzace . The Lion alſo ſometyme is made the 5» 
foode of the ſmaleſt byꝛdes . And ruſt conſumeth Iron. „ 
There is nothing ſo ſirme, that is not in perill of þ weake. 5» 
TUhat haue we to doe with thee : Qe neuer touched thy >> 
lande. What thou arte, and from whence thou commeſt, is 5» 
it not lawefull fo2 vs to bee ignozaunte , that liue in the >> 
waſte wooddes : Wee can not beſubiecte to anp man, and »» 
wee delyze not to rule. Wee haue certaine giftes peculiar 55 
vnto bs; bicauſe thou ſhalt not be ignoꝛaunte of the ſtate 52 

of our nacion. The poke of ODxen, the Plough, the Darte, »5 

and the Bowl: Thoſe things we ble, boch with aur frends „ 

and againſt our enemies. Tinto our frendes wee giue the 53 

kruictes, gotten with the labour of our Dxen, And with »» 

them in our Bowle, we ſacrifice wine to the Goddes. Our »» 

enennies we ſtrike with the Darte a farre ok, and with the 5» 

Speare nere at hande. After that ſozte in tyme paſte, wee 5» 

ouercame the kyng of Scythia, and afterwardes the kpng 52 

of Media and Perſia, and the wape was open vnto vs into 5» 

Aegipt. But thou whiche doeſt boaſte,that thou art come 52 

to perſecute Theues, art the common theke of all nactons, »» 
whereunto thou makeſt thy repapʒe. The countrie of Lidia 5 


thou haſte taken. Thou haſte enioped Syria. Thou doeſt »> 


poſſeſſe Perſia, and the Bactrianes bee vnder thy power. »> 
Thou doeſt goe into India. And nowe thou extendeſt thy »» 
bnſkable and gredie handes vppon our Cattell. That »> 
neede haſte thou of choſe ryches, whiche doe make thee ſa »> 
hungrie ? Thou art the fir it ot all men,whiche with ſacie- + 


The Scythians oration, 


2» tie haſt gott famine, that the moze thou haſt, the moze gre 
2» dely thou coueteſt aftcr thinges thou haſt not. Doeſt thou 
o not remember, how long thou haſt ſticked about Bactria? 
2> And whiles thou goeſt about to bzing them inſubtectton, 
the Sogdians begin to reuolte. Thus warte doth grow vi 
2» to thee of thy victozie. Foꝛ be thou neuer ſo great, & puil⸗ 
2» (ant ouer other, pet there be none that can indure to be go⸗ 
25 uerned by ſtraungers. Paſſenowe Tanais, thou ſhalt pers 
2> ceſue what bzeadth it beareth , and pet thou ſhalt neuer os 
22 uertake the Scythias, whoſe pouertie is ſwikter, then the ar 
22 mie, which carieth the ſpoyle of fo many naciõs. Fo when 
25 thou ſhalt thinke vs to be farre of, thou ſhalt ſee vs within 
2» thy campe,with like ſwiktneſſe we folowe , & flee awaye, J 
»> heare that our deſertes and voide places, be mocked by the 
2» Greeke pꝛouerbes, we couet rather thoſe deſertes # places 
25 bnhavited,then cities + plentifull ſoyles. Therefoze holde 
2» faſt thy foztune,fo2 ſhe is tickle 4 can not be Holden againſt 
her will. Folow thou the counſaile that is good, ſpecially 
»> whyles the time doth ſerue. Bꝛidle thyfelicicie, and thou 
2» ſhalt rule it the better. Our countrie me lap, that Fo2tune 
>» is without keete, and that ſhe hath onely handes & wynges, 
2» but when che ſtretcheth fozth her hand, ſhee will not ſuffer 
2» her winges to be touched, Finally, if thou be a God thou 
2» dughteſt to geue benefites to moꝛtall men, # not to take a⸗ 
2» wap the commodities they baue already: but if thou bee a 
25 man,conſider that thou art alway the ſame that thou arte. 
It is a fooliſhe part to remember thoſe things, and to fo - 
2» get thy ſelfe. Thoſe people that fele not thy warres, thou 
v maieſt vſe as thy rendes. Fo frendſhip is moſt firme 4 ſta⸗ 
2» ble emonges equall, # thoſe ſeeme to be equall that haue 
2» not bſed fozce & violence emõges the ſelues. Beware thou 
5» take them not foꝛ thy frendes whome thou doeſt ſubdue, 
55 bzing in obedience. There is no frendſhip betwene p mate 
25 ſter and the ſeruaunt, and in peace the lawe of Armes is 
»» obſerued . Beleue not that the Scythians doe bynde krend⸗ 


ſhip with 
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ſhip with any othe · Foz they make theit othe, by obſerus · 33 
tion of faith. The manerof the Greekes, is to iuſtiſie their »» 
kactes, by inuocation ot their Goddes to witneſſe. But wee 5 
know, that Religion cõſiſteth in faieb her ſell. They which 5» 
do not reverence to men, do begile the Goddes. Thou haſt „ 
no ned2of him to be thy rende. ol whoſe frendſhip thou Ni »5 
deſt in daubt . Chou hall. vs as kepers of Aſia and Europa. 5 
Foz we ſhould touche che countrie of Bactria, were it not »» 
fo Janais, whiche denideth vs, And beyonde Tanais all >» 
is ours ſo farre as Thracia, and the fame is that Thra- 55 
cia bozd2eth vppon Macedonia: wee being neighbours; 52 
to bothe thy dominions, choſe nowe whether thou wylte „ 
haue vs frendes p2 foes.: Theſe were the woozdes of the »> 
Scythians. Howe be it theſe humelie and playne aduertiſes 
mentes, could not diuerte kyng Alexander from bis ins 
tended enterpꝛyſe, and accozding ta his deſired ſucceſle , he 
vitercame them. 


* 


The woordes of Metellus of mariage, and wiuing with 


1 pray ſe and diſpraiſe of the ſame. 
T be. xiiij. Nouell. 
NN the pꝛeſence of many learned men of 
. . 
/ 


Rome, Metellus ſurnamed Numidicus, 


> 
on his victozies and triumphe ouer Iu- 


"Dt 
; * >urtha king of Numidia, a countrie in 
BL-9 DIY Africa: Jnthetyme or bis office of Cen- 
n ſor, made an Ozation befoꝛe the Romain 
people, of matiage of wyues, vppon occaſton that hee hym 
felfe,by diners of his frendes, was perlwaded to that ate. 
Acainft whiche hee vſed manpe vehemente inuectiues and 
termes, whiche Aulus Gellius omitteth, fo; that hee was 
loth to offend(wht repoꝛt therof ſhould be bꝛuted)the nice 


tar lauing mindes of the matrones, dames of that 
Mn 1 F ili. cities 


Metellus Numidicus 

titie. Knowing well thar both they, and their ſucte lſours: 
would not foꝛget, repꝛochekullie to combate, with bis ſpi⸗ 
rite and ſhadowe, when they were notable (being pꝛeuen⸗ 
ted by earthly vermine ) by anye meanes to impeche his 
- £02ps,in tom be faſt cloſed and buried. But when J do re⸗ 
member, howe the ſame was laid, and alſo noyſed emongs 
a bande of Meathen ſoult s, whoſe mindes foʒ want of god- 
ly ſkill, could not dilgeſt ſuch hainous blaſtes, as ſounded 
ina time pꝛophane, wherin no ſacred voyce of chꝛiſtiã loze, 
was bzeathed vnto redemed flocke: J call to mynde that 
now J map, in time of grace, rigbt frankely wzite, without 
offence to hũble ſtate of matrone kinde, in theſe our daies, 
inſptred with ſpirit of humble hart, whole eares no taun⸗ 
ting talke can griue. Wherefoze with bluchles face, & vn⸗ 
ſtated penne , J meane the woozdes, of that well learned 
wichte,tn open audience to pꝛonounce, and by this booke, 
to ſuche elected ſo2t fo2 to declame. But loth foz to offende, 
as one well bet in mariage ſchole, J muſt, a pxna & culpa, 
foꝛgiuenes craue: leſt ſome ſhzeudeÞcathen dame (oz o⸗ 
ther doubt J not) doe from her graue Al Arme crie outs 
And then to fight with buried ghoſtes: my manhode will 
not ſerue, but by and by with poſting legges , & flying falt 
J will retire. But doubtes here be bzought fooztb, where 
doubting cauſe is none. Gellius therfoze in perſone of the 
vnmaried knight, in wozdes right fewe , this ſenteuce of 

the maried ſtate, doth beter and pzoclayme. 
c O pe Nomaines, i we could be without wiues, then all 
ec we ſhould wante that griefe. But. bicauſe nature hath ſo 
cc pꝛouided, that neither with them we can liue and paſſe our 
cc time tonueniently, noꝛ yet by any meanes be without them 
ce ſatiſũed, we ought rather to make pzeparation, fo2 perpe⸗ 
ec tuall health, then fo2 ſhoꝛt pleaſure, With wbich wozdes, 
diuers ofthe Romaines were diſpleaſed, and founde fault 
with Metellus wholfoꝛ that he went about, to cxhozte the 
people ts mariage)ought not by any meanes, to confeſſe a⸗ 
ny grlekes 
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ny griefes and incommodities, to be in the ſame. But in 
theſe woꝛdes he ſeemed rather, to villwade te te refie, the 
to perſwade and incourage. But contrarely he ought, ras 
ther to haue affirmed no ſoꝛuwes and perplexities, to be in 
we dlocke, and if perchaunce any chaunced to be, they were 
but ligbt, and eaſie to be bozne #ſufferedy which foꝛ greas 
ter commodities and pleaſures, migbt full well be fozgot- 
ten, and thoſe chat were,happednztt thzough natures vice, 
but bythe default & il! behauiour of ſome maried folke. 
Dowbeit, Titus Caſtritius ſuppoſed that Metellus ſpake 
well and woꝛthely. Foz ( laid be) a rhe 12 35 
like a Cenſor,a Rhetorician like like one that Rhetos 5» 
rike: It is giuen to b ins , fo 55 Nile lentences, 5 
þolde,ſubtile and capt ae ng be likely, a may by 5 
any attion, moue the hartes Dozeouer he ſapde, >» 


that it was a ſhame foz a Rhetorician, in an euil matter, ta 5» 
leaue out any thing vntouched. But truely: Metellus (ꝙ 5» 
be) is a holy man indued with grauitie and fidelicie,# chat »» 


it was not derent fo2\o honozable aperfonage,as he was, »» 
to ſpeake any thing to the Romaine people, but that bee »» 
thought to be true, and likely to ſeme true to all men: ſpe» »» 
cially ſithe he intreated of uch a matter, as by dafly knows »» 
ledge, common experience, and frequt᷑ted vſe of life, might 5 
well be compzebended and knowen.Therfoze in geuing to 5» 
vnderſtande,a grtefe notoztons to al men. he bath deſerued »» 
by thatoration,a fame of a diligent and faithfull man, bi 5» 
cauſe(to be ſhoꝛt ) be eaſelp + revelyperſwaded,thatacitie >» 
tan not pꝛoſper and continue, without the vſe of Batrimo» 5» 
nie, which of all things is moſt aſſured and true This TI. >» 
tus Caſtritius was a teacher of Rhetoriłe in Rome, and 

in the lame citie fo2 declamatiũ and teaching. was in grea· 

teſt reputacion, & man oł right great grauitie and autho⸗ 

ritie : and ofthe Emperour Adrian, foz his vertue & lear- 


ning well eſtemed. 
F it. COf 


- Of Lais and Lemiiſibdiles 


* Of Lais and Demoſthenes, | 
The. xv. Noel. 


I 8 8 Hocion n peripatetiaue Philolopher, in a 

booke which he made, intituled Cornuco- 

Sh ia, witerh this biſtoꝛie of Demoſthenes # 

Lais the harlot of Corinthe, ſaying: That 

Lais by reaſon of ber excellent beautie, and 

vleahunefanonr vemativeyfir the vle ol her body, a great 

ſomme ot money. Unto whom was reſo2te,of all the ryche 

men of Græcia: but the woulde not admitte them to that 

facte, extept they would firft giue vnto herz ber vemaunve, 

The quantitie of whiche ſomme was exceading greate, 

- whereof roſe the Pzouerbe, Non cuiuis pg tongue 
git, adire Corinthum. 


Not euery man can well attaine 
To goe to (orintbe towne. 


De that traueiled to Corinthe to Lais, not able to giue 
and beſtowe, that ſomme vpon her went in vaine. To this 
woman, that noble Philoſopber Demoſthenes ſecretly re» 
papꝛed, pꝛaping ber to giue bim leaue. But ſheedemauns 
ding ok him, tenne thouſand Denarios ( amounting very 
nere to thꝛee hundzed pounde of our monep) aſtoniev at þ 
wantonneſſe of the woman, x diſcouraged with the great- 
neſſe of the lomme, retourned backe again,ſaying.F'come 
not to bupe repentaunce ſo dere. 


C C. Fabritius arid Aemillius Conſuls of Rome, beyng 

promiſed that king Pyrrhus for aſome of money ſhould 
be flaine( whiche was a notable enemie to the Romaine 
ſtate) aduertiſed Pyrrhus thereof by. letters, and of o- 


ther notable thinges, doen by the ſame Fabritius. 1 
6 
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The xvi. Nonell. 


is DE? Pyrchus king of Epirus, infer« 
red warres bpon the Romapnes, 
was come into Italie: there had 
pꝛoſperouſly fought, and att hieued 
p victoꝛie of two oz thꝛee battailes, 
1 wherbyp Romanes were bzoughc 
to great ditreſſe, and moſt part of 
; | Italie had reuolted:one Timocha- 
res Ambracienſis;afrend of king Pyrrhus,ſecretely repai⸗ 
red to C.Fabritius then Conſul, and told him, il he would 
giue him a reward, be would popſon the kinge, which hee 
laid, he mighte eaſely bzinge to paſſe becauſe his ſonnes, at 
table waited vpon king Pyrrhus cuppe. Pereof Fabritius 
wꝛote to the Senate requiring their aduiſe. The Senate 
depeached Ambaſſadours to the king commaſiding them 
to ſaye nothing of Timochares; but to giue the kinge war» 
uing eircumſpectly to loke wel about him, to pꝛeuent ſuch 
treaſs, as bythole that were nereſt him might be attemp⸗ 
ted. Thus much is waitten in the hiltozfe of Valerius An. 
tiates. But Quadrigarius in the third booke, wziteth that 
it was one Nicias and b not Timochares that went to Fabri- 
tius z and that thoſe Ambaſſadours were not ſente by the 
Senate, but by the Conſuls, and that the kinge rendzed 
pꝛaiſe and thanckes to the Romatines , reſtozing to them, 
all the pziſoners, which he had taken. The Conſuls tha 
time were C. Fabritius & AEmilius. The tenour of which 
letters then ſent to king Pyrrhus, þ ſaid Cl.Quadrigarius 
alfirmeth to be this. The Romaine Conſuls ſend lucas 
tions to king Pyrrhus.We foz thine iniuries, diſpleaſures , 
and wꝛonges iuſtlie offended, koz the valiaunte ſtomackes ,, 
remapninge in vs, do ſtudie and indeuour like enemies, to ,, 
continue warres vpon thee, But it leemeth good buto * 
. 02 
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C. Fabritius. 


ec fo the loue we beare to our faith, and foxcomon example, 
cc to wiſhe thee well to do, whom by armes we be not able ta 
cc banquiſhe. There came yntovs one Nicias, thy familiar 
cc frende, to demaunde rewar de ot vs, if ſecretely he did kill 
tc thee: which we vtterlye denied, and required him ko that 
ce kact, to loke fo2 no rewar dat our hands, TUhereupon wee 
ec thought good, to giue thee aduertiſement hereol, leſt it any 
ce ſuch thing did chaunce, the Cities ſhould not thincke that 
cc we were pꝛiuie to the fact. Foz wee delite not to fight wich 
4c giftes, rt wards and treaſon, Thou in the meane time, ex⸗ 
cc cept thou take heede, art like to die. Farewel, This was 
the aunciente ozder amonges the Romaines, that neuer 
were pleaſed, by þ cawardly ouert how of other, to winne 
fame and glozye. And becauſe J rede an other cxcellente 
biſtozie of p ſame Fabritius, I haue thought good, to adde 
the ſame to this Mouell. When peace was concluded, be⸗ 
twene the Romaines and þ Samnites: the Ambaſſadours 
of the Samnites, repaired vppon a time to this Fabritius, 
who after they had remembzed vnto bim diuers Eſandzie 
thinges, frendlye done in their behalfe, they offered vnto 
bim fo2 reward, a great ſumme of money, intreating him 
to receiue the lame. MVhich the Samnites did( as the repoꝛt 
was) becauſe they ſawe, that he wanted many thinges,foz 
the kurniture of his houſe, and maintenaunce, thinking the 
lame alſo not to be ſufficiently decente fo2 his eſfate @ cal⸗ 
ting. Which Fabritius per ceyuing, with bis bare handes, 
bee touched his eares and eyes, and then ſtrooked his face 
downe ward, his noaſe, his mouth and thꝛoate, and the reſt 
ok his bodie, to the bottome of his bealie, anſwearing the 
ec Ambaſſadours in this wife, That whiles hee was able 
4c to rule and gouerne all thole members which he touched, 
ec he was ſure to lacke nothing. Therefoze(quoth-he)tbeſe 
tc members, which be pzofitable and neceſſarye fo2z my vſe, 
a will not ſuffer mee to receive this monepe, whereof they 
« Moe J haue na neede. Vereby tepꝛehending the fooliſh 
25 indcuoux 
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indeuour of theſe Samnites,in offring to bim a byide, which 
bee was neuer accuſtomed to take foꝛ any cauſe, what ſoe⸗ 
uer be accompliſhed. Who ſtil ſhewed himſelle a man ſin⸗ 


cere and incozrupt. 

1A Scholemaiſter traiterouſly rendring the noble mens 
ſonnes of Faleria. to the hands of Camil lus, vas wel acquie 
ted and rewarded for his pames and labour. 


The x. Nonel. 


Arres were addzeſſed by the Romaines, a- 
Foal che Faliſques(apeople of Atalpe- the 
cuines of the chiefe citie wherof, do yet ap» 


5 2 | Ipeare ſixe miles from Viterba) aud an ar- 
ye conſcribedandſenttbecher, vnder the 
conduct of Furius Camillus, The Faliſques vppon the ap- 
pꝛoch of the Romaines, were conſtrayned to retire with · 
in their citie,thinking the ſame to be their moſt aſſured res 
kuge And they to continue their ſiege, incamped a mile 
fromthe citte,# determined thꝛoughly to beſiege it, which 
in deede had like to haue beene ol verpe long continuaunce 
erceptfoztune had giuen to the Romaine Captaine,fo2 his 
tried and well appꝛoued valiauuce, victozie in time which 
chaunced after this mauer. It was a cuſtome amonges 
the Faliſques ( obſerued alſo in theſe oure dapes) to haue 
their childzen inſtructed by one Scholemaiſter, and him 
alſo to vſe fo2 their guide, and companion tn all games 
and paſtimes . Amonges theym there was a Schole⸗ 
maiſter , which taughte noble mennes ſonnes. Mho in 
the time of peace, teachinge thoſe childzen, and vſinge koꝛ 
they} exerciſe,to leade them abzoade in the fieldes, kepte . 
ſill thatozer ,fo2 all the warres'befoze the gates, ſomes» 
time wyth ſhozte walkes, ſometime wyth longer koz 


their diſpoztes. And continuinge varietie of talke 2 
| 


" 
* 
* 


Furius Camillus, 
his ſcbollers, longer then he was wont todo! at length he 
bꝛougbt them to the Romaine campe, euen to the Tent of 
Camillus, hoping thereby( by like) to haue beene well wel⸗ 
comed, and liberally rewarded, ſaping to Camillus, as de- 
teſtable woozds as the facte was traiterous and wicked, 
which was in effect, That he was come with that pzeſenk 
vnto him, to yelde thoſe childzen into his hands, whoſe pas 
rentes were the pzincipallof that Citie: And therby knew 
fo2 certainty, that the citie would ſurrender. Camillus ſe» 
ing that fact, # hearing thoſe wozds,ſaid vato him. Thou 

cc arte not coine(villane) to a people and Captaine, with this. 
cc thy traptcrous offer, ſemblable to thy ſelfe. Ne haue no 
cc aliaunce with the Faliſques, confirmed by compacte o2 bu⸗ 
4 maine pꝛomiſe, but amitie wherunto, nature doch bind vs, 
cc ig and ſhall be koꝛ euermoze betweene vs. Marre ſo well 
cc ag peace, bath bis law and right. hich we haue learnen 
cc to obſerue with no leſle Juſtice, then conſtancie. We make 
ce no warre againſt boies, whom wee ſpare, whenſoener we 
cc inuade 02 take any cities: But againſt armed mẽ we fights 
cc ta, and againſt ſuch, as without offence, oꝛ pꝛouura tion of 
« gut partes affailed the Romaines campe at the ſiege of 5 
ce Veiens. Thou haſt vanquiſhed them ſo much as lyeth in 
cc thee, with a new kinde of victozie atebieued by treaſũ. But 
4 J will ſubdue them by pollicie of þ Romaines, by bertue, 
ac indeuour and armes euen as J did the Veiens, When he 
had ſpoken thoſe woꝛdes, he cauſed this trayterous ſchole . 
maiſter, to be ſtriped ſtarke naked, and binding his bandes 
behinde him, deliuered him to the childzen, wich rodves in 
their handes, to whippe him home to the citie, When hee 
was in this oꝛder retourned,the people of the citie flocked: 
together, to lee this ſight , Then pmagiſtrates aſſembley 
in couuſaile, vpon this ſtraunge occaſion,and where befoze 
they were incenſed, with marnatlons wꝛath and furie, ra⸗ 
ther delirons of vtter ouerthzow, then peace: Now their 
mindes were quite altered, and peace uniuerſally demaſi» 
de d. 
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ved. The fidelitie of the Romajnes, 6 iuſtice of Camillus, 
both in Forum and Court was celebzated,and by general 
confozmitie , Ambaſſadours were ſence into the campe to 
Camillus, and from thence by Camillus ſufferance,to the 
Senate of Nome, of purpole to yelde theinſelues to their 
gouernment, who being bzought befoze the Senate ſpake 
theſe wooꝛdes. Tee (fathers conſcripte) vanquiſhed by „, 
you and pour Captaine, (where at neither God noz man „ 
oughte to be offended) haue pelded our ſelues to you, thin: 5 
king that wee ſhall liue moze happie, and better contented „ 
under your gouernmente, then by our owne lawes and li⸗ „ 
berties, a thing that maketh the victo2 moze glozious, and 3 
pꝛaiſe wozthie ,then anye other, By the ſuccelle of theſe „ 
warres,twoholſome exãples, bee manikeſted to mankinde. 5 
De doe pꝛekerre fayth in warres, befoze certaine victozie, „ 
and we induced by that faith, haue ol our owne accoꝛd, pꝛe- 5 
ſented bictozie bnto pou. e be at pour commaundemkt: 35 
ſende hither commiſſioners, to receiue our weapons, our 5 
pledges and our citie, which ſtandeth with the gates wide 5 
open. We hope well, that neither ye ſhall haue occaſion to „, 
be miſcontented with oure fidelitie, no2 wee offended with „ 
your gouernment and Emppze. Foz which facte, greate 
thankes were attributed to Camillus, both by þ Faliſques 
and Romapnes, | 

Here appeared the face and true Image, of that greate 
vertue Juſtice, wherewith this noble man was crulp afs 
fected. Dis noble nature was not able to abide, any trapte⸗ 
rous fact, done by vnnaturall Citiʒzts, toward their owne 
countrie. No vngratitude ot his owne countrie men, could 
withdꝛawe his nature, from the ʒeale and loue he bare to 
his countrie. His condempnatiũ by vnkinde Apuleius Sa- 
turninus the Tribune, foꝛ which he fledde to Ardea, could 
not let oꝛ impeach his magnanimitie, krb giuinge þ Gal les 
an ouerthꝛowe when they had ſacked Rome, and ſharpely 


beſteged the Capitole: who in his ablence (created Hoe 
tor) b 


Of Papyrius. 


tor)by gatbering together ſuch Romaines as were fledde, 
vnwares ſet vpon the couetous Galles, as they were in cd» 
controuerſie, fo2 paimente of a golden ſumme of monep, 
thereby reſtozed his countrie tolibertie, Wherefoze woz* 
thely might he be intitled, with the honourable name of a 
ſecond Romulus, Foz as Romulus was the firſt builder, 
peopler of that citie, ſo was Camillus the vindicator and 
deliuerer of the ſame, 


TThec Hiſtoric of Papyrius Prætextatus. 
The xviy, Nouell. 


p | lo2ation which he made to his ſouldiours 
25 Nagainſt Galba, contapninge in effecte as 
I * — The Senatours of Nome vs 
N Sf ed befo2e this time, to enter into h Se⸗ 

Pw 2 ate houſe with their ſonnes,Prxtexta« 
tis, that is, in long robes garded about the ſkirtes wpurs 
ple ſilke. Then the Senate debated of graue and waighs 
tie matters, they euer deferred the (ame till the next day, 
fo2biddinge that thoſe cauſes, ſhould not be publiſhed, bes 
koꝛe they were thzoughly decreed, The mother ofthis põg 
gentleman Papyrius, which had been with his father in p 
Senate houſe ,aſked of him, what the fathers had done in 
the Senate houſe that dap. Papyrius aunſwered, that in 
any wiſe, he ought not to tell the ſecretes ofthe ſame. The 
mother mote deſirous to know, then ſhe was befoze, went 
about by faire meanes, foule woꝛdes and cozrection,to vn⸗ 
derſtand the ſecretes of the Senate, and the cauſe why the 
ſame were kept ſo ſilente. Wherefoze ſhe moze earneſtlye 
endeuoured to learne the ſame of her ſonne. The pongmã 
bpcompullisofhis mother, toke occaſion to inuent a Fits 
unt 
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ſaunt and merp lie, in this wiſe. Mother (@ be) the Senate 
doth deliberate and conſult; whether it be moze tommodi⸗ 
ous and p2ofitable fo2 the common wealthe, that one mau 
ſhould haue two wines , oz whether one wife ſhoulde haue 
two huſbandes.TWhenthe old Ladie heard this ſhe was a» 
baſhed, and in fearefull wiſe goeth to the other Ladies + 
matrones of Romeztellinge them, where about their hul⸗ 
bands did conſult. The uext day the women flocked toge⸗ 
ther in great traines, and in lamentable wile repaired to þ 
Senate beſeching them that one woman, might rather be 
maried to two huſbands, then two wiues to one man The 
Senatours entring into 5 Court, marueyled what toyeg 
were in the womens heads, to make that demaunde. The 
yong gentleman Papyrius ſtepped foozth , declaring how 
impoꝛtunate his mother was, to know whereuppon they 
conſulted the day befo2e, and therefoze he deuiſed that 25 
ned tale, to pacifie her deſire. The Senatours bearing & 
perceyuing his good and honeſte diſpoſition, greatly come 
mended and extolled his fidclity and witte. Powbelt,they 
made a lawe that from that time fozth, none of their 
ſonnes, ſhould come into þ houſe with their father, 
but onely Papyrius. Whoafterwards receiued 
the ſurname of Prætextatus, to honour & beau⸗ 
tiſie his name, foz his notable wyſedome, 
in keeping ſecretes,and holding his 
peace. in the time of that 


youthlp age. 
How Plu- 


ETOP 
e 


Plutarche and his man. 


How Plutarche did beate his man, and of pretie 
talke touching ſignes of anger. 


The xix. Nonell. 


r Vlus Gellius demaũding of the Phi · 


; * 


oſopher Taurus, whecher a wiſe man 
FN 2 


could be angrie: Taurus after be had 
oiſputed much ofthat affectid, turned 
. 7 50 ltc Gellius andſatd .. This is mine o- 
„ A pinion ol the angrie man. But what 
— — or =. = the Philoſopher Plutarche tudgeth 
thereof, J thincke t not a mille to tell thee. Plutarche had 
a bondman which was an vnthzift and wicked verlet, but 
geuen to learning, and to diſputation of Philoſophie, wh 
vppon a time he did beate, making bim to put ok his coate, 
and to be whipped,foz what offence J know not. Me began 
to beate him. The fellow cryed out, that he had deſerdev. 
no cauſe, why he ought to be ſo beaten At length in contf- 
nuance of his beating, be gaue ouer his crying coplaintes, 
and began to btter earneſte and ſerious woozdes, ſaying, 
ec It was not Plutarche þ Philoſopher, that did beate him, 
cc he ſaid it was a ſhame fo Plutarche to be angrie,and how 
cc he had heard him manp times diſputeok that vice ot anger, 
cc and vᷣ̊ he had wꝛitten a goodly booke thereof , with manpe 
ce ſuch woꝛds by ( ꝙ Plutarche) with gentle and quiet de⸗ 
cc bating of the matter. Thou lubboꝛ, do Iſeeme to be angry 
cc with thee r Doeſt thou either by my countenaunce, by mp 
6s talke, by my colour, oꝛ woꝛds, perceyue that I am angrie : 
ce ether mine eves be ſterce, noʒ my mouth troubled, cry 
cc not oute a loude, Ichaufe not in rage o2 fume; I ſpeake na 
ce bnſeemely wooꝛdes, whereof I take repentaunce, Itrem⸗ 
cc ble not. All which be ſignes and takens ol anger. Which: 
ce ꝑꝛetie notes of that vnſeemely paſſion, ought to miniſter ta 
6. all men, accaſion to auopde that vices 
Apzetit 
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Alwayes fixe fat in breaſt, 
in prompt and ready wiſe: 

This Prouerbe olde and true, 
a ſentence of the wiſe: 

The thing do not expect e, 

H frends for to atchiene: + 

I hich thou thy ſelſe canft doe, 

thy ſelfe for to reliene. 


4 A merie geſte vttered by Hanniball to king 
Antiochus. | 


©. Thexxj,Nomueh, 
ö = Ntiochus making great pꝛepara· 
| 


y tion and kurniture to inferre war · 


52 17 i | 0 res vpon p Romaines, decked bis 
> We . armie with Siluer and Golden 
„ Enſignes q Pendentes, wherein 
be ban plenticofwagos,chariots 
I WM and Elephantes wich towers, dis 
bande ot hozfemen glittered glo⸗ 
e riouſſie, with gold? bꝛidles, trap⸗ 
pers, barbes, and ſuch like. The king beholdtnge, in glozi⸗ 


ous and reioyſing wile, his gaye t beautitull armi oked 
towards Hannibal, and ſald. Pow ſaieſt thou Hannibal. 
Thinkeſf thou that theſe thinges be not ynough 4 lufticiẽt 
to match with the Romapnes Hannibal mocking g delu⸗ 
ding, the cowardnes and weakenes ok his ſouldiours, clad: 
in thoſe pꝛecious and coſtlie — ues All — 
eh inges be ynongh and pnough againe fo the Romaines, 
| We is F G th although 


p + . 
„ 


- Androdus. 


5 although they were the moſt coue tous men of the wozld, 
6 The king vnderſtoode Harnibal,that he had meant ofthe 
A nomber of his ſouldiours,aud of their bꝛauerie. But hee 
5 meant ofthe pꝛay and ſpoile, which the Romaives ſpould 
bt, winne and gette. 


The marueilous knowledge of a Lion, being acquain- 
ted with a man, called An drodus. 


The xxii. Nonell. 


Here chaunced to be certaine playes 
aud games at Rome,wher were mas 
Iny moſtruons and cruel beaſtes. But 


. 2 WA amonges all thofe beaſtes, the huge⸗ 


"* 


hee and cruell aſpectes ofthe Lions, 
were had in greateſt wonder, eſpecial⸗ 


— — 


— 
— | 


with his fierce and deadly eyes, all che multitude ſtanding 
by. There was bꝛought in to fighe w the Lion amonges al 
the reſt, one Androdus aDacian bone, the bondman of a 
great perſonage, at the Edſular ozder; whothe Liõ behol⸗ 
ding a farre of, ſodenly ſtoode ſtill. And after war ds by litle 
and litle, in gentle ſozt he came vnto the mã, as though he 
had knowen him:TQagging his taile like a Spaniel, kaw⸗ 
ning vpon his maiſter: licked the handes + legges of the 
pooꝛe felow, which foꝛz feare was almoſt dead This An- 
drod? perteyuing 5ᷣ flatteries ofthis fierce beaſt,. recouered 
cofozte,+ earneſtly viewed i marked the Lion. Then they 
began to enter into mutual acquaintaũte, one reioycing at 
an others meting. Upon which ſtraũg euent, ÿ people rap 
ſed great ſhoutes and acclamatiõs: wherupon Androdus 
was called befoze the Emperoure, and demaunded — 

; | (4 cauſe 


S ertorius. 


wh, 1 Of Sertorius a noble Romaine capitaine, 
The. xxiiy. Nonuell. 


Ake as in a goodcaptaine, choſen out by 
any P2ince & Ponarche , to ſerue in his 
| ſwarres and exploytes, manhode and vas 
(j{faunce is to be defired and wichedꝛ even 
ſo in the ſame a politique minde, to foze- 
caſte and pꝛeuente, as well the ſaufetie 
rnement of his owne charge, as the anop«' 
aunce ofthe enemie is to be deſired - Cicero in his ation 
Pro lege Manila, affirmeth fewer chinges, mete to be in 
a'Generall oz Lieutenaunte. Chat is to ſape. Scientia rei 
militarĩs, virtus, authorrtas, feœlicitas, Rnawiedge of wars 
fare, Panhode, Authozitie, # good Foztune, Knowledge 
and experience, in chopceof his ſuuldiours, in trapning 
the ignoꝛaunt. in lodging the cipe,\n politique ozder home 
to dilpole the Scoutes & watche, in making ehe appzoche, 
and defence of the armie lodged, wich other ueceſſarie oꝛ⸗ 
ders, incident to the ſame. In manhode, boldlie to aduen⸗ 
ture, warelp to retire, paciently to ſuſſer miſfoztune,hards: 
iy to lie, ſparely to fare, ſtoutlie to abide ſtozmes and colde 
weather. In authoritie wiſrlit to guuerne, gẽtly to ſpeake, 
tuſtly to thꝛeaten, deſeruedlp to puniſhe, mercifully to foꝛ⸗ 
giue, liberally to deuide. louingly to be obeied. And in fe 
Jicitie and good ſucceſſe, tu honour God: to be faithfull co 
the pꝛince, to pꝛeuente þenemp,not to criumphe befoze the 
bictoxie To be conſtant in froward foꝛtune, and cozagious 
in extremitie. Al which e many other, are very mete #re- 
quiſite in bim that ſhalbe put in truſt, by his ſoueraigne 
Lode 02 Ladie, to aduentute the painful charge ofa De⸗ 
putie, General, Lieutenaunt, o Captaine Ahereof, oꝛ in 
the chiefeft of the ſame this noble gentleman Sertorms, a 


taptaine of the Roinatne citie,in time K 
"IM en 


45 
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Sertorius. 


when 5 citie of Rome were at ciuile dilcention,hay 
ſki{any knowledge. F 02 beſides bis experience in th 
res(as Plutarche ſaſthin his life) her 
krom pleaſures, and concinente in other d 
thing in men of bis calling. Buc becauſe J purpoſe noc 
to ſtaye in the full dilcourſe of his hertues, and qualities, 
meane b 


2 — s Nouell, ſo muche as Aulus 
2C 


erſãt) doth o 


18 lif. doi the plencfull 
"coders at᷑ ſurh memozaty Perilonages ; lu. 
mechedevitis iluſtrium;ana Ppianꝰ deciuili Rom 


reme 


meece and pꝛoſieable 
uſe his ſauidiour s, e Duent 


Sertorius. 46 
incur ſion, into hiscampe, amaſed with the haſte and ture 
moile, ranne awape and hid him ſelte in a Mariſhe harde 
adioyning. Afterwar des being ſought fo, hee was ſupno⸗ 
ſed to be dead. Mithin fewe dayes alter, tidinges was 
bꝛougbt to Sertorius that the Stagge was founde. The 
meſlenger was commaunded byhim to holde his peace, & 
thꝛeatened to be puniſhed, it he did diſcloſe it. The next day, 
the ſame meſſenger was appointed ſodainly, to bing the 
Stagge into the place, where he and his frendes did cons 
lulte together. (hen they were aſſembled he tolde them 
howe the daye after that he had loſt his Stagge, he dꝛea · 
med, that he was come againe, ⁊ accoꝛding to his cuſtame, 
tolde him that was needefull to be done. Then Sertorius 
making a ſigne, to haue the oꝛder fulfttſev,whiche he had 
geuen the dape befoze, by and bythe Stagge bꝛake inca 
the chamber. Aberewithall a great ſhoute was made, pg 
an admiration rayſed ot᷑ that chaunce. Mhiche credulitie 
of the barbarous countries, ſerued Sertorius tourne, in 
. | his weightie atlaires. A woꝛthy matter alſo, is tu be remẽ⸗ 
bed ok him, that no Souldiour that euer ſerued him, of 
| {bole vactuile countries (that tooke his part) did neuer re⸗ 
uolte o2 foxſake:him, although thoſe kinde of people be 
moſte inconſtant. : | 


¶ Of che bookes of Sybilla, 
I be. xxy.N onell. 


FIN auncient Chzonicles,theſe things ap⸗ 
18 pere in memozie, touchinge the bookes 

en 5 ol Sybilla. A ſtraunge and vnknowen old 
123 woman, repaired tothe Romaine kyng 
\ 258 arquinius Superbus,bearingin her ar⸗ 
18 mes nine bookes,whiche ſhe ſayde were 


euine Ozacles, and offered them to be ſolve , Tarquinius 
demaun⸗ 


The bookes of Sybilla. 


vemaunded the pꝛice. The woman aſked a wonderful 
ſomme. The king making ſemblaunte, as thoughthe-olde 
woman doted, began to laughe . Then thee gotte fyze in a 
chafing diſhe,and burned thzee bookes of the nyne. She al⸗ 
ked the kyng again, ik he would haue the ſixe fo2 that pziſe, 
wherat the king laughed in moze ample ſozte, ſaping: that 
the olde woman no doubt did dote in deede. Bp and by the: 
burned other three, humblp demaunding the king the like 
queſtion, if he would bupe the reſte foꝛ that p2ice, Wheres 
vpon the kyng moze earneſtlye gaue hede to her requeſte, 
thinking the conſtante demaundes of the woman not to be 
in vain, bought the thzee bookes that remained koz no leſſe 
pꝛice, then was required foz the whole. Therewithall the 
woman departed from Tarquinius, and was neuer ſeene 
after . Theſe bookes were kept in the Capitole at Rome, 
whereunto the Romaines reſozted , when they purpoſed. 
to aſke counſayle ofthe Goddes . A good example foz wyſe 
men to beware, howe they defpyſe oz neglecte auncient 
bookes and monumentes , Pany the like in this:Realme 
haue bene defaced,founde in Religious houſcs, whiche no 
doubte woulde haue conduced great vtilitie and pzofite 
both ro the common wealth and countrie, if they 
bad bene reſerued and kepte, whiche bookeg 
by the ignoꝛaunt, haue ben tone and rats 
ſed, to the great griefe of choſe that. 
be learned, and ok them that 
aſpire to learning 
and vertue. 
1 | 4 A dif- 


F 


Protagoras and Euathlus. 4.5 


A difference and — betwene a maiſter and a 
Scholler ſo ſubtile, that che Iudges coulde not geue 


ſcutence. 


T be. xxvi. Nou ell. 


uersthinges be witten, whiche al- 
re <9 by chough they ſeme of litle impoꝛtaſtce, 
4 g pet they be wittie and comkoztable ta 
recreate honeſt mindes, and deſerue 

to be had in remembzaunce.Emongs 

2 whiche Aulus Gelltus(who repozteth 

tenne ok the fozmer Þiſtoztes,ſelecced 

gut of his booke De noctibus atticis) 

1 this pꝛetie contr ouerſie. In Arhenes there 
was a pong man, callen Euathlus, who being deſirous ta be 
an Dzatoꝛ, c à pleading Aduocate, to the intent he mighe 
poſtulate, accoꝛding to the accuſtamed maner of Athenes 
in thoſe daies: actoꝛded vpon a pꝛice, with a renowned D- 
ratour named Protagoras, that he ſhould inſtruct him that 
arte, koꝛ a pʒꝛice agreed vpon betwene them, vpon condiciõ 
that the Scholler ſhould pay, the one halfofthe money be⸗ 
foze hande vnto his mailter;and the reſte at luch time, as he 
ſhould pꝛoue to be an Aduocate, ſo well inſtructed, as the 
firſt matter, which he did pleade, he ould obtaine ſenten⸗ 
ce on his ſide, and gayne foꝛ his labour and induſtrie. But 
if ſentence were pꝛonounced againſt hym, he ſhould not be 
bounde to pape the ſame. Uppon this concluſion, the 
Maiſter taughte bym with greate diligence, the vtter⸗ 
moſte ok his knowledge in that arte. The Scholler againe 
learned and receyued his teaching, with greate pꝛomp⸗ 
titude and readineſle of witte » When Protagoras hadde 
taught bim, the vttermoſt or his knowledge: The Schol⸗ 


ler Euathlus, to defraude hym of the reſte of his money, 


determined neuer to be Aduocate, whole craft Protagoras 
perceiuing, 


rotagoras 2 


perceiuing, cited him by wꝛitte, to appeare befoze þ iudge, 

to aunſwere the reſte ofthe bargatue, Then they were 

both come in the Judges pꝛeſence, Protagoras ſpake to his 
ce ſcholet in this wyſe. Euathlus, the bargame betweene vs, 
cc thou canſt not choſe but confefſe and acknowledge,whiche 
« in eſtect is this. It was agreed, that I ſhould teache thee, 
ce the arte of pleading, and in the firſt matter which thou did⸗ 
«« delt pꝛonoũce and ſentence given on thy parte, thou ſhoul⸗ 
ce deſt pape me the other halte of the money (foz the firſt moi⸗ 
cc tie I received befoze hande)and nowe to avoyde the ſatil⸗ 
ce faction thereof (although thou knoweſt, that J haue tull 
4 well deſerued it) thou to defraudc me of my duetie, refu- 
ce ſeſt to be an Aduocate. But J wil tell thee, this thy deter⸗ 
ce mina tion is but vapnie and fruſtrate; fo I haue intangled 
ce theeinſuche nettes, as thou canſt not eſcape: but by one 
ec meane 02 other thou ſhalt be foꝛced to pay mee; ' Fo2 if the 
«© Judge doe condempne thee , then maugre thy head thou 
cc ſhalt be conſtrapned:and if contrariwyſe ſentence be giuen 
c onthp ſide, thou ſhalt be like wyſe bounde to pay me, by thy 
c verie touenaunt, ſithens thou art bounde, when thou plea⸗ 
cc deſt ſirſt, and ſentence ſhould be giuen in thy behalfe. Doe 
c nowe then what thou liſte, fo2in fine thou ſhalt be foꝛced 
ce to pape me, in deſpite ołthy teethe. All the aſſiſtantes held 
£ with Protagoras, affirming bis ſuite to be veryreaſonas 
<< ble. Not withſtanding Euathlus with a bolde ſpirite,aun- 
«© {wered fozhim ſelfe in this maner . Sir Protagoras, it ſe« 
«© meth vnto you that J am conuicted, but ſtaye a wbyle and 
ce giue me leaue to ſptake: and then pou ſhall perceiue in 
£ what wyſe, Iwill confounde pour argument. Here pou 
& haue bzoughtyour action againſt me, wherof J truſte vpũ 
"© my reaſonable anſwere,befoze the Judges, to be diſchar 
ce ged. Fotif by this your pleading , by circumſkaunces and 
8c arteof an Ozatour , whiche pou haue vſed in all your diſ⸗ 
6© courſe : the matter ſhall fall ſo aut, as ſentence be giuen 
de on your lide, then che bargapne made betwene vs, is — | 
and o 


and ol none eflecte, bicauſe J loſing the pzofite of my firſte 2» 
pleading: wherein by our agrement, ſentence ſhould be ge- 5» 
uen on mp beballe, the ſame bargaine is not accompliſhed, 2» 
Foz you ſhould be payde the moitie of the money behinde, 52» 
with that commoditie, which J did gayne by my ſirſt plea⸗ 5» 
ding: foz whiche cauſe, there is no reaſon, but J muſt bee 22 
diſcharged of your demaunde. After this debating ofthe 5» 
matter, the Judges wayed with argumẽtes ok both parts 
whiche ſemed ſa doubtfull vnto them, that knowing not 
howe to giue ſentence, they ſuſpended the pꝛoceſſe. 

The ſame Aulus Gellius, reciceth an other lyke que- 
ſtion, whiche hee referreth to Plinie,as the firſte authour 
thereof,There was a lawe(ſayeth hee) in a certapne citie, 
that what ſoeuer hee were, that committed any valiaunte 
facte of armes, the thyng that he demaunded, whatſoeuer 
it were,ſhould be graunted vnto him. It chaunced that a 
certayne perſone did this woꝛt hy acte, and required that a 
mis wife(whom he derely loued)ſhould be giuẽ vnto him: 
whiche wyfe by fozce and vertue of the lawe, was accoze 
dingly deliuered. But afcerwardes the man, from whome 
bis wyke was taken, did the lyke facte ,and demaunding 
his wpke to be redeliuered vnto him agapn, ſapde vntolbim 
that had her, if thou wilt obſerue the lawe , thou muſt of 5 
foxce deliuer vnto me, my wyfe,but if thou do not like the 5» 

lawe, thou oughteſt pet to render her vnto me, as mine 5 
owne. The other aunſwered him in like ſoꝛte. Tf 5 


thou obſerue the lawe, this woman is mpne, 52 
fo2 J bane firſt wonne her by the la we: T 
but if thou do not appꝛoue the lawe, 73 
thou haſt no right to demaunde 52 

ber, ſhee nowe being 52 

myne, 
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C Seleucus kingof Aſia, gaue his vvyfe to his ovvne 
ſonne in mariage, being his mother in lavve: vrho ſo fer- 
uently did loue her, that lie vvas like to die, vvhiche by 
a diſcrete and vvyſe inuention, vvas diſcouered to Seleu- 


cus by a Phiſition. 
T be. xxpij. Nouell. 


5 Lthough the wyſe Phlloſopber 
ESA Plutarche, elegantly and bzieflye 
9 delcribeth this biſtozie, in the like 


. 5 ot Demetrius:pet bicauſe Bandel- 


b aptlipe æ moe at large doth diſs 
courſe the ſame, J thought good 
5 to apply my pen fo his ſtile. Who 
aich that Selcucus king of Baby- 
ilona man verie victozions in bates 


722128 


ſonne increaſed, gaue great hope ok valiaunce in future 
time, ta become a valiant gentleman, woꝛthy ol ſuche a fa« 
ther. And being ariued to. xxitii.peres of age: It chaunced 
that his father fell in lone with a very katre ponge gentle 
woman, diſcended of great parentage (called Stratonica) 
whom he tooke to wife, g made her Queene, x by her had 
one ſonne. Antiochus ſeing his mother in latre,to be(beſi⸗ 
des her great beautie ) a curteous t gentle Lady, began to 
be very amerous ok her, whole hart war ſo ſet on ſire ( with⸗ 
out apparant ſhew) that incredible it is to expꝛeſſe the loue 
that he bare her. And pet he thought that loue to be vnna- 
turall, berauſe ſhe was his fathers wife, & therefoze durſt 
not diſcouer it to any mã. And the moꝛe ſecrete be kept it, 
the moꝛe the heate began to boile & conſume him. But bi- 
cauſe he ſawe that lone had fixed ſo deepe footing , that he 
was not 
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was not well able to retire , hee determined after long ſas 
row and great turmoile, to ſeke ſome quiet hauen, to reſſe 
bis weatherbeaten barke, that had ben toſſed with che wa⸗ 
ues of penſife and ſoꝛowfull cogitactons. Vis father had 
many kingdomes and Pꝛouinces innumerable under his 
Empire. At whoſe handes Antiochus craued licence to vis 
ſite ſome ot them, ſoz bis diſpoꝛt and recreatian, ot purpoſe 
to pꝛoue, ił he could auoide that unſeaſona ble loue, where 
with his bart was ſuppꝛeſſed. But he was no ſoner out of 
bis fathers houſe , but bis harte was vexed with greater 
toꝛmentes then bekoze, being depziued fro the ſight of faire 
Stratonica, whoſe pꝛeſence did better content him, then all 
the pleaſures and ſpoztes of the wozide, Neuertheleſſe, de ⸗ 
ſirous to vanquiſhe his indurate aftections;be continued as 
bꝛoade foz a certaine time, during whiche ſpace, vnable ta 
quenche the fire, he led a mote deſolate # troubleſome like, 
then he did befoze. In the end victozious laue, toke him pꝛi 
ſoner, and caxied him home againe to his fathers houſe, 
A ho ſeing the great loue that his father bare to his wife, 
and the toyfull tyme that bee ſpent with faire Stratoni- 
ca, tranſpozted into many carefull panges , many times 
complained to him ſelle in this wiſe. Am Jl Antiochus the 55 
ſonne of Seleucus:/Am TJ he that mp father louetb ſo well, >» 
honozeth ſo much, cc eſtemeth better then al his realmes & 
dominions% Alas if I be Antiochus in deede, the ſonne of 2» 
ſo louing a father, where is the duettfull lone, and boundt »> 
renerence, that J oughe to beare vnto him! Is this the 5» 
duetie of a ſonne towardes his father * Ah wzetche and 55 
caltike that Jam. Whether hath groſſe aff:ction , vapne »» 
hope, and blynde loue caried me? Can loue be ſo blyndes »» 
Shall J beſo voyde of ſence, p I know not my mother in 2> 
law,frd.an other womñ who loueth me no leſſe,+cntertaie 35 
gueth me ſo wel,as if ſhe were mine own mother, p labon 3» 
redw painful pages, to bꝛing me into light?WWhicy being > 
true, as {1s molt true, why theudo Jloue her, nap rather »» 
I it me 
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ce moze then lone her + Why doe J ſeke after her? What 
ce meane J to hope foz her: Why doe Jpꝛecepitate ſo fond⸗ 
cc lye; into the ſnares of blynde and deceiptkull loue, and into 
ce the trappe of deceiptfull hope : Can J not percepue that 
ec theſe deſyꝛes, theſe vnſtayed appetites, and vnbꝛydeled af 
tc fections,voe pꝛoctade from that whiche is diſhoneſt ? J ſee 
ec well enough that the wape J take, leadeth mee into great 
tc inconuenience. And what repꝛoche ſhould J ſuſtapne, tf 
ce this vnreaſonable loue, were made common to the wozld% 
ce Ought not IJrather to ſuffer infamous death, then to ſee 
ce my father depꝛpued of ſuche a wyfe, whome hee ſo derelp 
ec ſloueth? J wyll giue ouer this vuſemely lone , and reuer⸗ 
ce ting my mynde to ſome other wygbt, J wyll accompliſbe 
cc the duetie ot a good and loning ſonne towar des his father, 
Reaſoning thus with hym ſelfe , hee determpned whollp 
to giue ouer his enterpꝛyſe. And hee had no ſoner purpo⸗ 
ſed ſo to doe, but ſodaynly the beautie of the Lady appea⸗ 
red, as it were in a viſion, befoze the face of his mynde, 
and felte the flames to growe ſo hotte, as hee vppon his 
knees, craued a thouſande pardons of the louing God, fo2 
the abandoning ok his gentle enterp2yſe. And therewithal 
contrarie imaginations began to ryſe, whiche ſo coatens 
ded with mutuall reſiſtaunce, as they foꝛced hym thus to 
ec ſape. Sball not J loue this Ladie, becauſe ſhee is my fas 
cc thers wyfe : Shall not J pꝛolecute myſuite, fo allthat 
cc ſhee is my mother in lawe : Ah cowarde, faynthar ted, and 
cc woꝛthy to bee crowned a Pꝛince of follye, if thert foꝛe J 
ce ſhould giue ouer my fozmer mynde. Loue pꝛeſcribeth no 
cc ſuche lawe to her ſuters, as pollicie doch to man. Lone cã⸗ 
cc maundeth the bzother to lone the ſiſter , loue maketh the 
ce doughter to loue þ father, the bzother bis bzothers wife, 
cc many times the mother, her ſonne in lawe: whiche being 
cc lawfull to other, is it notlawful to me? It mp father being 
ce att old man, whoſe nature wareth cold, hath not fozgottcn 
the lawes of loue, in louing her whom J loue;ſhal I being 


a pong 
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a pong man, ſubiect to loue, and inflamed with his paſſids, »» 
be blamed fo2 louing her? And as J were not blame woz- »» 
thy, if Jloued one that were not my fathers wife, ſomult >» 
JT accuſe Foztune , foxthat ſhe gaue her not to wyfe to an »» 
other man, rather then to my father, bicauſe J loue her, & »» 
would haue loued her, whole wyke ſo euer ſhe had bene. »» 
Choſe beautie (to ſay the trouth is ſluch) whole grace and 5» 
comlineſſe,ſo excellent, that ſhee is woꝛthy to be receiued, 5» 
honoured , and wozſhipped of all the wozlde, I thinke it »» 
then couenientfo2 me, to purſue my purpoſe, and to ſerne »» 
ber aboue al other. Thus this miſerable louer,trauerſing 53 
in ſeuerall mindes, and deluding his own fanſte,chaunged 
his mynde a thouſand times in an hower. In thende after 
infinite diſputations to him ſelle, he gaue place to reaſon, 
conſidering the great dilconuenience, that would inſue his 
diloꝛdinate loue. And pet not able to geue it ouer: And de⸗ 
termining rather to die, then to pelde to ſuch wicked loue⸗ 
02 to diſcouer the ſame to any man. By litle + litle he con⸗ 
ſumed,as ſleting ſnow againſt þ warme Sone: wherwith 
he came to ſuche feble ſtate, that he could neither flepe,no2 
eate,and was compelled to kepe his bedde, in ſuche wyſe, 
that with (ſuperfluous pame , he was bzought to maruep- 
lous debilitie » Whiche his father perceiuing, that loued 
bim very tenderly, conceiued great griefe and ſoꝛowe. And 
ſent foꝛ Eraſiſtratus (which was a very excellent Phiſicis, 
and of great eſtimation) whom very inſtantly he pꝛaied, dts 
ligently to loke vnto his ſonne, and to pꝛouide foꝛ him ſuch 
remedte,as was cduenient fo2 the greatneſſe of his diſeaſe: 
Eraſiſtratus viewpng and beholding , all the partes of the 
yonge gentlemans bodp, and perceiuing no ſigne of ſicke⸗ 
nes ,epther in his bzine, oz other accident, whereby hee 
coulde iudge his body to be diſeaſed? after many diſcour⸗ 
ſes, gaue iundgement, that the ſame infirmitie pꝛoceaded 
from ſome paſſion of the mpnde , whiche ſhoztelye woulde 


toſte hym his like, 3 
| Y iii. Whereof 
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- hereof he aduertiſed Seleucus. Wholouinghts ſonne 
Alter a katherly maner, and ſpeciallye, becauſe he was in- 
dued with vertue and good conditions, was afflicted with 
bnſpeakeable griefe. The pong gentleman, was a maruei⸗ 
{ous towarde pouth, ſo actiue and valiaunte, as anye that 
liued in his tyme, and therewithall verie beautikull and 
comely. Mhiche made hym to be beloued ok all men. His 
father was continuall in his chamber, andthe Queene her 
ſclfe,oftentimes viſited him, and with her own handes ſer- 
ued him with meates and dztnkes, whiche bicauſe J am no 
Pbiſition, I knowe not whether the lame did the pong mã 
any pleaſure,o2 whether it did him hurt oz good. But J 
ſuppoſe.thather ſight was iopfull vnto hym, as of her, in 
whom he had placed his comfo2c,all his hope, quietneſſe, x 
delight. But beholding befoze his eyes ſo many times, the 
beautie of her, wbome ſogreatly he deſired to eniope, hea - 
ring her ſpeake, that was the cauſe of his death, and recei⸗ 
uing ſeruice of meates # dꝛinkes at her handes, whome he 
loued better, then þ balles of hisepes:vnto whom he durſt 
not make any requeſt oz pzaier, whether bis grief ſurmoũ⸗ 
ted all other, and therefoze continually pined and conſu⸗ 
med, I! thinke it of reaſon to be beleued. And who doubteth 
but that he feling him ſelf, to be touched with thoſe her de⸗ 
licate handes, and ſeing her to ſitte by him, and ſo many ti⸗ 
mes fo2 his ſake, to fetche ſo many ſygbes, and with ſuche 
{wete wooꝛdes, to bidde hym be of good chere, and that if 
be wanted any thing, to tell her, and pꝛaied him with pleas 
ſaunt wooꝛdes, to call fo2 that he lacked , and that foꝛ bis 
ſake, ſhe would gladly accopliſh what he deſtred, who dou⸗ 
tech Jay, but he was marueilouſly toʒmẽted, with a thou 
ſande cogitations, nowe tõceiuing hope, and now diſpaire, 
and ſtill concluding with him ſelfe, rather to dye, then to 
manike ſte his loue: and if it bee a griefe to all ponge men, 
(be they ok neuer ſo meane , and baſe condicion) in they2 
pou:hlye tyme, to loſe their lyfe , what ſhall we thynke of 
Antiochus 
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Antiochus,bepng a pounge man of freſhe and flour iſhyng 

age, the ſonne ofa ryche and mightie kyng , that looked if 

hee eſcaped after the death ok his father to bee heyꝛe of all, 

did willingly crave death, ol that ſmall diſeaſe. J am aſſu⸗ 

red that his ſoꝛowe was infinite. Antiochus then beaten, 

with pitie,with loue, with hope, with deſpze, with father« 

ly reuerence, and with a thouſande other thynges (lyke a 

ſhyppe toſſed in depeſt Seas) by litle and licle beganne ta 
growe extremely ſicke. Eraſiſtratus that ſawe his bodye 

whole and ſounde,but his minde greuoully weakened, and 
the ſame vanquiſhed with ſundzie paſſions. After hee han 
with bim ſelfe conſidered, this ſtraunge caſe, hee fo2 cons 
tluſion founde out that the yonge man was ſicke of lone, 
and of none other cauſe. Mozeouer he thought that many 
times, wile and graue men, thꝛough ire, hatred, diſdaine, 
melancholie, æ other aſfections, could eaſily faine & diſſe» 
ble their paſſions, but loue ik it be kept ſecrete, doth by the 
tloſe keping therof greater hurt, then if it be made mani⸗ 
feſt. And albeit that ot Antiochus, he coulde not learne the 
cauſe of his loue, yet after that imagination was entred in⸗ 
to his head: he purpoſed to finde it out. by cotinual aboade 
with him, e by great diligence, to abſerue g; marke all his 
actions:and aboue all to take hede to the mutation of his 
poulces, and whereupon, their beating did alter. This des» 
tiberaciopurpofed,he fat downe by the bed ſide, and tooke 
Antiochus by the arme, and helde him kaſte, where the 
poulſes oꝛdinarily do beate. It chaũced at that very inſtãt, 
that the Queene Stratonica, entred into the chãber, whom 
ſo lone as the ponge man ſawe, comming toward him, ſo⸗ 
dainly the poulſe which were weake and feble, began to re 
uiue, thꝛougb mutatts of the bloud. Eraſiſtratus feling the 
renfo2cing of the poulce, to pꝛoue howe long it would con« 
tinewe,bhe remoued not at the comming of the Queene, but 
fill helde his fingers, vponthe beating of the poulces. Sa 
longe as the Queene continued in the chamber, the bea⸗ 
I iii. ting 
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ting was quicke and lively, but when ſhe departed, if cea⸗ 
ſed , and the wonted weakenes of the poulces retourned, 
Not long after, the Queene came againe into the cham⸗ 
ber, who was no ſoner eſpied by Antiochus , but his poul- 
ces receiued vigo? , and began to leape, and ſo ſtill conti⸗ 
nued. hen ſhe departed the foꝛce and vigoz of the poulce 
departed alſo. The noble phtlitid ſeing this mutation, and 
that ſtill it chaunced vpon the pzeſence of the Queene: bee 
thought that he had foundeout the cauſe of Antiochus (ics 
keneſſe. But he determined better to marke the lame, the 
next dape, to be the better aſſured, The moꝛowe after Fra- 
ſiſtratus, ſatte downe againe by the ponge gentleman, and 
tooke him again by the arme, but his poulce made no mo⸗ 
cion at all. The king came to ſee his ſonne, and pet fo2 all 
that his poulces were ſtill, And beholde the Queene came 
no ſoner in, but ſodainly they reuiued, pelded ſucbe liuely 
mouing , as if you woulde haue ſapde: yonder is ſhee that 
ec ſetteth my harte on kyꝛe. Beholde where ſhe is that is mp 
ce like and death. Then Eraſiſtratus was wel aſſured and cer⸗ 
taine, that Antiochus was feruently inflamed with bis 
mother in lawe: but that ſhame conſtrained him cococeale 
the hotte firebzandes that tozmented him: and to keepe 
theim cloſe and ſecrete. Cer tiſied of this opinion, befoꝛe be 
would open the matter, be conſidered what way were beſt, 
to geue knowledge therok to king Seleucus. And when hee 
had well debated ofthis matter, be deuiſed this wape. ee 
knew that Seleucus loued bis wife beponde meaſure,# al⸗ 
ſo that Antiochus was ſodeare vnto him, as his own life. 
ee Uhereupon he thus ſapde vnto the kyng. Noble Selcucus 
ce thy ſonne, is affected with a greuous maladie, and that 
cc (whiche is woꝛſe) I deme his ſickeneſſe to bee incurable. 
c At whiche woczdes the ſoꝛowefull father, began to vtter 
ce pitifull lamentation, and bitterly to complapne of Foꝛz⸗ 
ce tune. To whome the Phiſition ſapde . Ik it pleaſe you (mp 
ce Loꝛde / to vnderſtande the occaſion ok his dileaſe. This : is. 
be 
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The maladie that affecteth,and languiſheth pour ſonne, is „ 
Loue:and the loue ot ſuch a womã, which except he enioy, „ 
there is no remedie but death. Alas (ꝙ the kinge, weeping 55 
with bitter teares)# what woman is ſhee, but that I mare „ 
pꝛocure bet foz hun. which am kinge ol all Ala, and ani a. ,, 
ble with intreatie, monep, giktes, oʒ other pollicie whatſo- „ 
euer, to make her obediente and willinge to my lonnes re⸗ „ 
queſte. Tell me onely the name of the woman, that J mape „ 
pꝛouide fo2 my ſonnes health, yea, thoughe it coſte me all , 
my goodes and realme to, if other wile ſhee cannot be got⸗ „ 
ten. Foz if he die, what ſhall J doe with my kingdome% 39 
TUbereunto Eraſiſtratus aunſwered, If it like your grace 5 
pour ſonne is in laue with my wike, but becauſe the loue of ,, 
auother mans wife ſeemeth vnto him vnreaſonable, be da» „ 
reth not to manifeſt it fo2 ſhame, but rather wiſheth to die, 55 
then to open his minde. Yowbeit, J by certaine euidente „, 
ſignes, do well perceine it. ben Seleucus hearde theſe 33 
woꝛds, he laid. O Eraſiſtratus, thou being ſo wozthie a ma, „ 
to whom fewe in goodneſſe and humilitie, be comparable, 5 
ſo deare and welbeloued of mee, and beareth the bzuite, to »5 
be the very hauen, and harbozough of wilſedome, wilt thou 55 
not ſaue my ſonne, which is a ponge man, nowe vppon the », 
floure at bis pouth, and moſt woꝛthp of life: foz whom the », 
emppꝛe of all Aſia, is woꝛthely reſerued: O Eraſiſtratus, p 5 
ſonne at thy frend Seleucus, is thy king, who through loue „, 
and ſilence, is at the pointe of death, thou ſeeſt that foʒ mo- „ 
deſtie, and honeſtie ſake, at this his laſt and doubtfuil pal „ 
ſage, he had rather choſe to die, then by ſpeaking to offend ,, 
thee,and wilte thou not helpe him + This his ſilence, this „ 
dilcretion, that his reuerence which hee ſheweth,oughte to „ 
moue thee to tompaſſion. Thincke mp welbeloued Eraſi- „ 
ſtratus, that if he loue ardently, that he was fozced to loue. „ 
Foꝛ vndoubtedly, if he could not loue, he would doe the beſt ,, 
be could, not to loue, vta, and with all his endeuour to re- „ 


liſt it. But who is able to pꝛelcribe lawes to . 8 5 
no 
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ct knobe, not onelpe foꝛceth men, butalſocommanndeth the 
te immoꝛtal Gods, and when they be not able to reſiſt, what 
4c can mans pollicie pꝛeuaile: Wherefoze,who knoweth not 
cc what pitie mine owne deare Antiochꝰ doth deſerue? Mha 
ce being conſtrained, can none otherwiſe do. But to be lilent 
e in loue, is amoſteutdentiianc,ofa noble and rare vertue. 
cc Diſpole thy minde therefoze,to helpe my lonne. Foz Jaſ⸗- 
ſure thee that if thou do not loue the life of Antiochus, Se- 
leucus life muſt needes be hatedofthee. Pe cãnot be hurt, 
but J likewiſe muſte be couched with griefe The wiſe 
Phiſition ſe ing that bis aduiſe,came to paſſe as he thought 
befoze,and þ Seleucus was ſo inſtant vpõ him, koꝛ y health 
ok his ſonne, the better to pꝛoue his minde, and his intenti⸗ 
on, ſpake vnto him in this wiſe. It is a cõmon ſaping, my 
4 2. molt dzadve ſoueraigne Lozd,that ami when heis whole, 
- can giue to bim that is ſicke and weake,very good counſel. 
©, You perſwade nie to giue my welbeloued wife, to another 
© man, and tofo2goe ber, whom J moſteferuenclp do loue, 
in lackinge her my life alſo muſt faile. It pou do take from 
© me mp wpke, vou take with her my life. Doubtfull it is my 
* 32 if Antiochus your ſonne were in loue th the queens 


* Stratonica, your graces wyfe, whether you would be ſo lis 


4 Le berallvnto him of her, as vou woulde that J ſhould be of 
* mine. J would it were the pleaſure of the Govs(fodenlp 
** aunſwered Scleucus)that he were in lone with mp beſt be · 


on . loued Stratonica, I ſweare vnto thee,by the reuerece that 


J haue alwapes bozne to the honourable memozie, ofmp 
© father Antiochus,and my graundfather Seleucus: and J 
” e ſweare by allthe ſacred Gods,thatfreelyeand foxthwith, 
© I would render her into his hands (althougbe ſhee be the 
© deareſt beloued bnto mee) in ſuche wile as all the wozlve 
©. ſhould know, what the dutie of a good and louing father, 
4 ought to be to ſuch a ſonne, as is my intirely beloued An- 
4 tiochus: whoe if J bee not deceiued)is moſte woꝛtbie of all 
Le helpe and luccour. Alas this is a greate bertue, in cons 
cealing 


with faire Stratonica. 53 


cealing that notable paſſion, as an earneſt affection ot loue. 45 
And is it not woꝛthie to be conſecrated, toeternallmemoe »» 
rie: Is he not woꝛthie of all helpe and comfozts Dotb hee 5» 
not deſerue to be pitied and lamented of all the wozlbe % 5 
Trulpe he is wozle thena cruel enemie, nayehets rather, „ 
moꝛe fierce and vnnatural, then a ſauage beaſt, that at ſuch 5 
moderate behautour,as my ſonne vſeth, wil not take com» „„ 
paſſion. Manp other wozdes the good father ſpake, ma · „ 
niteſtly declaring, that he fo2 the health ol his ſonne, would „ 
not onely ſticke to beſtowe his wife, but alſo willingly his „ 
pke, foꝛ his pzeſeruation,{Uherefoze 5 Phiſitian thought „ 
it not good any longer 2; keepe ſecrete the cauſe ; but toke „ 
the king a ſide, and ſaid vnto him in tis wyſe. The health . 
of pour ſonne (mp deare Loꝛde and Soueraigne) is not in „ 
my bandes, but the ſame reſteth in pou, and in pour wife 45 
Stratonica, whom (as J, by certaine ſignes doe mant* ,z 
feſtly know.) he ardentlie doth loue. Your grace now doth „, 
knowe from hencefozth what todo, ik hinlife be dere vnto „ 
| you. And telling the king, the maner ol his loue,he topful- ,, 
ly tokehisleaue.The king now doubted but ot one thing, „ 
which was howto perſwade his ſonne, to take Stratonica „ 
to wife, and howe to exboꝛte his wyfe, to take his ſonne to „ 
bulbande. But it chaunced foz diuers cauſes, that eaſelpe „„ 
pnough be perlwaded them both. And perchaunce, Strato - „ 
nica made a good exchaunge in taking a pong man, to fo - ,, 
ſake him that was olde. After Seleucus had made the ac- „ 
coꝛd betwene bis wife & bis ſonne, he cauſed al his army to „ 
allẽble, which was very great. To whõ he ſaid in this ma · „ 
ner. My dere and louinge ſouldiours, which ſith the death „ 
of Alexander the great, haue (with mee)atchieued a thou⸗ „ 
ſande glozious enterpziſes: A thincke it meete and conue⸗ „ 
niente, that pee be partakers ot that, which J purpoſe to ,z 
binge to paſſe. Pe doe knowe that under mine Emppꝛe, „ 
J haue lpxii, kingdomes, and that J beinge an olde man, „ 
am not able to attende ſo greate a charge: wherefoze — 5 
uin 


1 — tat i 


2 Go sS WW 23Þ_»P 


The loue of Antiochus 


6 tint; tompantons ) J purpoſe to deliuer and ridde pou fr 
cc griefe of idlencſſe,and mp ſeife from trouble and tople, re⸗ 
«c ſeruing to mee onely ſo much as lyeth betweene the Sea, 
cc and the river Euphrates. All the reſt of my dominions, J 
ce giue to my ſonne Antiochus, vppon whom in mariage, J 
«« haue beſtowed my wife Stratonica,which thinge ought to 
cc contente pou, becauſe my will and pleaſure is ſuch. And 
when he had tolde them the loue and ſicknes of his ſonne, 
and the diſcrete deuiſe of the gentle Phiſition, in theſpꝛe⸗ 
ſence of all his armie,p mariage was celebꝛated, betwene 
Stratonica and Antiochus: Afterwards he crowned them 
both kinge and Queene of Aſia, aid with royall pompe & 
triumphe, the defired mariage was conſummate. The ar- 
mye hearing and ſeing theſe thinges, very highly tommẽ⸗ 
ded the piette of the father cowards his ſonne. Antiochus 
then continued with his welbeloued wife in top and quiet» 
nes, liuing together in great felicitie. This was not hee, 
that foꝛ mattersot᷑ Aegipt, did make warres with the Ros 
maines: But he that ouelp inferred warres vpon the Gal- 
latians, which out of Europa paſſed into Aſia, out of which 
countrie hee chaſed them, and ouercame them. Okthis 
Antiochus came Seleucus, which was father of Antioch® 
ſurnamed the great, that attempted very notable warres 
againſt the Romaines,andnot his greatgraundfather, 5 
maried his mother in law. Finally this Selcucus(of who 

I recompt this biſtoʒie) by giuing his wife to his ſonne, did 
accompliſh a miraculous act, and wozthp(in deede) of ſem⸗ 
piternall remembꝛaunce, and greatipe to bee comme nde d 
therefoze, who although he had achieued infinite victozies 

- ouer bis enemies: et there was none of them all ſo great 

às the victozie of himſelfe, and his paſſions. Foz certaine 
iy Seleucus did vanquiſh his owne appetites, by depꝛiuung 
himlelfe of his wife, whom hee loucd and eſteemed, aboue 


all wozloly thinges. 
16 Ok the 


Timon of Athens. 54. 


C Of the ftraungeand beaſtlie nature of Timon of 
Athenes enemmie to mankinde: with his death, 
buriall, and Epitaphe. 


T he xxpiij. Noucl. 


& L the beaſfes ofthe woꝛlde, doapplye 

& cheimſelues to other beaſtes of they 

Kind, Timon of Athenes onely exceps 

Med, of whoſe ſtraunge nature Plu- 

, rtarche is aſtonied, in the life of Marc? 

7 Ee 2 N Antonius. Plato and Ariſtophanes, 

* do repoꝛt his marueylous nature, be⸗ 

could "4 was a man but by Hape onely, in qualities, hee 

was the capitall enemie of mankinde, which be confeſſed 

franckely,vtterly to abhozre and hate. e dwelt alone in a 

litle cabane in the ſieldes, not farre from Athenes:ſeparas 

ted from all neighbours and company, he neuer wente to 

the citie, oꝛ to any other habitable place, except he were cõ⸗ 

ſtrapned Pe could not abide any mans company and cone 

uerſlation:he was neuer ſeen to goe, to any mannes houle, 

ne yet would ſuffer them to come to him. At the ſame time 

there was in Athenes, another of like qualitie, called A- 

pemantus, of the very ſame nature differente from the na⸗ 

turall kinde of man, and lodged likewiſe in the middes of 

the fields. On a day they two being alone together at din⸗ 
ner. Apemant? ſaid vato him: O Timon what a pleaſant 3 
keaſt is this, and what a merte compante are wee, being no I? 
monꝛe but thou : J. Nate (ꝙ Timon) it would be a merie 2» 
banquet in deede, if there were none here but my ſelfe . 2» 

, CAherein he hewed,how like a beaſt in deede) he was. Foz 

he could not abide any other man, beinge not able to ſuffer 

the company ot him, which was of like nature. And ik by 

chaunce hee happened to goe to Athenes, it was onelpe to 


ſpeaks with Alcibiades, who then was an excellente Caps 
taing 


Timonof Athens. 


taine there; wheratmaup did marueile: And therefoze A- 
pemantus demaunred of him, why be ſpake to no man, but 
te to Alcibiades. I ſprake to him ſometimes.ſaid Timon, bes 
ic Cauſe I know that by his occaſion, the Atheniens ſhall re- 
te Cee great hurt and trouble. Ahich woꝛdes many times 
he told to Alcibiades himſelfe. Pe had a garden, adioyning 
ta his houſe in the fields, wherin was a Figge tree, wber⸗ 
uppon many deſperate men ozdinarily did bange themſel- 
nes: In place where ok, he pur poſed to ſet vp a houſe, and 
therefozc was fozced to cutte it downe, koꝛ which cauſe hee 
went to Athenes, and in the markette place, hee called the 
people about him, ſaping that hee had newes to tell them: 
TA ben the people under ſtoode that he was about to make 
a diſcourſe vnto them, which was wõt to ſpeake to no mã, 
they marueiled, and the citizens on euery parte of 5 Citie, 
ranne to heare him:to whom he ſaide, that he put poſed to 
cutte downe his Figge tree, to builde a houſe vpon þ place 
ic where it ſloode Wherefoze(@he)if there be any man as 
ce monges pou all in this company, that is diſpoſed to hangs 
« bimſelle, jet him come betimes,befoze it be cutte downe. 
Hauing thus beſtowed his charicie amonges 5 people, hes 
retourned to his lodging, wher he liued a certaine time ak- 
ter, without alte ration ot nature. And betauſe that nature 
chaũged not in his life time, he would nat ſuffer that death 
ſhould alter, oꝛ varie the lame. Foz like as he lived a beaſt⸗ 
ly and chozlich like, euen ſo be required to haue his funcrall 
done after that maner. By his laſt will, he ozdeined him⸗ 
ſelfe to be interred vpon the ſea ſhoꝛe, that the waues e ſur 
ges migbt beate, and vexe his dead carcas Dea, e that ifit 
were pallivle, his deſire was to be buried in the depth of þ 
Sea:cauſing an Epitaphe to be made, wherin was delcr(- 
bed the qualities of his bzutithe life. Plutarche alſo tepoʒ⸗ 
teth an other to be made by Calnnachus,much like to that 
which Timon made himſelfe, whole owne ſoũdeth to this 
effect in Eng liche Uerle, | 
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Apluralitie of huſbands, 55 
WM wretched catife dayes, 
expired now and past: 
My carren corps intered ere, 
is fait in grounde: 
In waltring waues, of ſwels 
ling Sea h ſurges caft, 


My name if thou de ſire, 
The Gods thee doe confounde: 


The mariage of a man and woman, hee being the 
huſband of xx, wiues : and ſhee the wife 
xx11,huſbandes, 


The xxix. Nonuell. 


= Cn commonly do repꝛoue the honour 
SEW by of widowes, becauſe they being twiſe 
W/. N oz thʒiſe wedded, doe martie againe. 

| And albeit by outward apparaunce, 
N 5 they which ſoe blame them, ſeeme to 

7 haue rtaſõ, yet no mã ought to fudge 
the ſecrecie of the hart. Wartage is 

——2Iholp,and ought be permitted, & ther⸗ 

foze by anpmeanes,not to be repꝛoued: Although it cannot 
be denied, but that the chaſt life is moſt perfecte,notwtth- 
ſtanding, that perkection, in nothing doth diininiſhe the os 
ther. The widowe marping againe doth not offende God 
by mariage,'#tothe woꝛld ſhe committeth the leſt faulte, 
And. becauſe manpe olde and aunciente widowes in thele 
dayes, may not after thꝛee oꝛ fower mariages, be diſmaied 
aud terrified from that ſtate: J will recite an Oiſtozie, 
1 auouched 


A pluralitie of huſ ban des. 
auoucbed by S. Pierome in an Epiſtle Ad Gerõtiam vi- 
duam de monogamia, whom fo2 his holines & vertue, mee 
dugbt to beleue. It is alſo pꝛetely ſet foꝛth, by Pietro Mel 
ſia de Seuiglia, an excellft authour, a gentlemã of Spaine, 
in the 34. Chapter of the firſt parte of bis wozke, called La 
Selua di varie Lezzioni. S Pierome ſayth, that in þ time 
of Pope Damaſus, he ſawe and knew in Rome, one womã 
lawftully maried to xxit. men, and was the widowe of xxit. 
hulbands There was alſo a man which had bad xx. wives, 
& was then the widower or þ xx . Both which veingfree, 
and of equall ſtate and condition, they made ſuite one to o⸗ 
ther:and that either of them might pꝛoue whether ſhoulg 
be the bictoꝛ, in buryinge ech other, they maried together, 
which martage was in great admiratid amouges the Ra⸗ 
maines. Who mulinge which of them chould die firſt, pꝛo⸗ 
miſed that at the funerall, they would beautie the cozpes, 
both with their pꝛeſence, and alſo with tokens of uſctozſe. 
It chaunced(ſoze againſt her will I dare ſay)that the woe 
man died firſt . At the celebzationof whoſe burtall:all the 
Nomaine huſbandes laied their heades together, bowe 
they mighte cxoznate and garniſh the funeralles. They 
concluded,to goe befoze the cozpes, with Laurel garlands 
bppon their heades, ſinging verſes of pzaiſe,fo2 the obtai⸗ 
ning of ſuch a victozious conqueſt. Now where the womE 
went, J cannot tell. Fo2 I finde witten,that populus to- 
tius vrbis pra cedebat feretrum, wher populus,as I take 
it, ſigniſieth the whole route of men and women. And pet 
Ithincke, womens hartes coulde ſkarce afozde to go bes 
foze, Therekoze I thincke they came behinde like mour⸗ 
ners, bearinge bꝛaunches without leaues, their beades in 
their handes, pꝛaping fo2 all Chziſten ſoules. But giuing 
women leaue to mourne fo: ſuch an onerthzow, I woulde 
wilhe all my frendes that be widowes, to folow the noble 
Romaine matrone and widowe called Annia, who(when 


her frendes and familiers, exhozted her to marie againe, 
| becauſe 


A queſtion of Sadie 56 


becauſe be was pong and beautiful )aunſweared that be 
would nat. Foz, ſhe, if it 12 foztune to haut à good 
buſvand, as J bad vefoze, Ichall ſtill be afraied, leſt death 
ſhould take him away. But ik it be my chaunce to matche 
with one that is euill, howe can J be able quietly to beare 
that, hauing had ſo good a huſbande bekoze. Declaringe 
thereby, that being ones well matched, great heede ought 
to be taken, how tochoſe the nexte, leaſte in making baltis 
choiſe, leaſure fo repentaunce ſhould folow, 


How Melchiſedech a Iewe, by telling a 2 tale 
ol three kin ges,laued his life. 


The xxx. Nouell. 


bat not onelye the ſame from baſe e⸗ 
0 7 [ace abuaunced bim to be Souldan of | 


Mi. abilon, but alſo thereby hee wanne 

Lidiuers victozies ouer the Baracene 

uinges and chiiſtians , who thzougbe 

| bis manifolde warres andmagnificfe 
ceiumphes-haning expended al his treaſure,and loꝛ there« 


cution of one exploice : lackinge a great ſumme oł money, 


knewe not where to haue the ſame ſo redily, as he had oc⸗ 
caſton to imploy it. At length he called to remembꝛaunce 
a rich Jewe named Melchiſedech, that leut out money fo 
intereſt in Alexandria, whoſe greedie & couetous nature 
was ſuch, that with his good will he would not do it, and 
tofozce him the Souldan was veryloth «Powbeit compel» ⸗ 
led byneceſſity, he caſt his wits about him, to finde a mea ⸗ 
nes, how the Jew might ſerne his tourne, and thereupyon 
founde out a lleight and waye by a coloura ble foꝛce. Who 
cauſing che Jew to be called Gbr him, . 


NN A queſtion of Saladine 


tamiliarly: making bim to ſit downe beſides him, and ſaid 
to him thele woꝛds. Sir, A do learte by repozeof diuers, 
that you are verye wile and well learned, in tbinges tou⸗ 
ching God Foz which caule I would gladly know of you 
which of tbe thꝛee lawes, vou iudge to be moſt ſincere and 
true. The Jewiſhe law, the Saracene law, oz the Chzifti- 
an lawe: The Je we which in deede was berp wile, percei 
ued wel that Saladine went about to intrdpp? him in woz⸗ 
des, thereby to raiſe ſome quarell againſt him, ę thought 
that it was not good fo2 hin, to pꝛaiſe one of thoſe lawes 
moze then another,left Saladine mighte take adua untage 
of him. TWherefoze, to make a wiſe 4 difcrete aunſwere, 
that he might not be auer ſhotte, he ſharpenedhis wittes, 
and ſodainly came inta his remembꝛaunce chis aunſwere, 
cc My Loꝛde, the queſtion which you haue pꝛoponed is excel⸗ 
cc ent, and to declare vuto pou that which Jknowe, J muſte 
cc tell you a tale, the better to open my meaninge which if it 
ic ſhall pleaſe pau to beare, is this. doe remember (if I be 
ce not deceiued) that manytimes J baue heard tell, how vpe 
ce pona time, chere was a Moble man, which was very rich, 
cc and had amonges his other treaſures, a verye beautifull 
cc xinge of great pꝛite aud eſtimation: which koꝛ the valour 
ac beautie,bee was very deſirous perpetually, to leaue vnto 
ce his ſucceſſours: willing and oꝛdeining that the ſame ſonne 
ce which ſhould haue that ring, by the gift of bis father, after 
ce his deceaſe, ſhould be taken and reputed koꝛ his heire, and 
ce ſhould be honoured and magnified of the reſte, as the chie⸗ 
«« feſt. Oe ts whom the ſame ring was left, obſerued ſembla⸗ 
ce ble ozder in his poſteritie, and did che like, that his pꝛede⸗ 
cc ct ſſoꝛ had done befoze him. In ſhoꝛtitime this Ryng ſucces 
cc ded from hand to hand, to many ſucceſſours. And laſt ofal 
cc it came to the hand of one 2̊ had thꝛee goodly ſonnes, ver⸗ 
ce tuous and very obedient to their father. Who loued them 
cc all indifferently and in equall maner, which knowing the 
ce o2dex ko; the diſpoſition of þ Ring, curious to be beſt elkee- 
med 


to Melchiſedechalew. 57 
medaudbelouedscuerpofthem, pꝛayed bin father ſawell 5» 
as ſeuetallythey could-{which then was aged) when hee 5» 
died be would giue him che Ring, The good man which »» 
loued one no better then another, knew not which of them 5» 
to choſe, to whom he might diſpoſe it, and thought beſt, to >» 
p2omiſe the lame to euery of them, to ſatiſfie all thꝛee. Se / 
cretely be pꝛotuted an tytellente Goldſmith to make two -» 
other Rings , which acroꝛding lye were made. ſo like vato v 
the ſirſt;as the ow er himſelfe vnnethet knew one from þ 5 
other. And when he was vpon his death bedde, he ſecretly »» 


gaue to euery of bis ſonnes a Ring. Who after the death »» 
of their father deſtrous to enter thrinheritafice a banour, >» 
one goinge about to bilplace another, everpof de- 


Ve ht 


ifedechknew right 
dadfated foz him: 


teſſitie, to pꝛout it be would do him þ pleaſure: MNhich hee 
did telling him his intent and meaninge, if he had not kra⸗ 
med him p wpſe aunkweare. The Jewe liberally lent him 
the ſumme of moneye that he demannpded: which Sakadine 
wholie repated'bntohiniagaite;beſidesvther verygreate 
rewardesthat he gaue him,vſing'hin ill fo? his frenve, 
and afterwards maintayned him next his perſon, in great 
and honourable ſtate. ws 


Ermino Grimaldi. 


One called Guglielmo Borſerewith certane 
wordes well placed, taunted tlie couctous 
lifeo Emine Grimaldi. FH 


T be xxxi. N onell, 


Onge ſithens there was a gentleman 
Nat 22007 Ermino Grimal- 
di, wboe as all men thoughte, was the 
H rricbeſt ot pollellions and readymonep 
«KA within that citie, & therinfarre excel- 
led all other citizens which then were 
mip Helis And as he did ſur- 


 paſſeal ache Aae lubſtauce g wealth ſo in auarice 
and wirtchednes be ſur kat bepond;meaſure the moſt 


touetous & miſerable of the wozlde. Foz he kept bis purſe 
la cloſe þ be did not onely neglecte to do good to other, but 
allo to himſelfe, by ſparinge many things nece{lary fo2 his 
. owngp 275 A much hardnes in meate & dꝛinke 


betaule he would ſpend nothinge contrary to the common, 
tuſtome of the Gesu, he be wonte verynobly e ho- 
nourably to maintaine themſelues in apparell@fare. Foz 
which cauſe bis ſurname Grimaldi deſeruedly was taken 
away,# was called ot everyma.nothing els butP,Ermi- 
no the conetous, It chaticedinchole dayes,þ as be by ſpẽ· 
ding nothing multiplied his goods. There arined at Ge- 
noua an honeſt gentleman and well ſpoken, a Courtier of 
good interteignemẽt, named Guglielmo Boxſiere( nothing 
like the Courtiers in theſe dayes þ to their great ſhame, 
fo their coxrupt and rude maners would be called and re⸗ 
puted.gentlemen, which in deede maye bee counted Aſſes, 
bꝛougbte vppe and noſeled rather in the filchye conditions 
of the vileſt menne, then in Courtes) . In thoſe dayes 
Courtiers occupied themſelues, in treatinge ot peace and 
eudinge of quarelles that bzevde ſtrife and diſſention a 
monges gentlemen, oz in makinge ofmariages, amities- 
and, 
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bouſe) be ſaid vnto him. M. Guglielmo, you þ haue ſeene 


Ermino Grimaldi. 58 


and attonementes, and with mery wooꝛdes and pleaſaunt, 
did recreate troubled mindes, and exhilarated with paſti ⸗ 
mes other Courtiers, not with ſharpe repzehenſions, but 
like fathers rebuking the liues ofthe wicked, and that fo? 
no gaine o2 reward. Where ſome ok the Courtiers ofoure 
age do implope their time, in ill repoztes one ot another, 
do diſſeminate debate and trife,vtteringe a thouſande vn⸗ 
bappie and vile woꝛdes, pea and that ( which is woꝛſt of all) 
in common audience. Their maner is to repꝛoue & checke 
one an other with iniuries, repꝛoches and nipping girdes, 
with falſe and deceiuable flatteries;villanouſly and diſſem⸗ 
blingly, to begile pooze and needie gentlemen. He is alſo 
the pꝛopꝛeſt mũ and beſt beloued of ſome great men of like 
conditions, and ol them is beſt rewarded that tan vſe þ vi⸗ 
leſt and moſt abhominable talke, o can do ſemblable dec» 
ds, which redoundeth to the great ſhame and diſhonour, ok 
the chiefe and pꝛincipall that beare the ſwaie in Courte: 
pꝛoofe wherofis euident enough fo} that the vertues paſt, 
haue fozſaken the pꝛeſente ſozt, who line in the oꝛdure and 
filth of all vices. But to pꝛocede in þ which J haue begon 
(although vpon iuſt occaſion I haue a litle moze digreſfey 
then Ithougbt) I ſay þ the fozeſaid Guglielmo Borſiere, 
was honoured and viſited ofthe gentlemẽ of Genoua, who 
making bis abode fo} a certaine time in the Citie, and hea⸗ 


ring tel ofthe miſerie and couetouſnes of M. Ermino, hab 


great deſtre to ſee him M Ermino heating tell þ this Gu 
glielmo Borſiere was an excellente man, and the retoꝛe (al- 


though a couetous man) pet hauing in him ſome ſparke of 
gentilitie, be received him with krendlye woozds and good 
- countenaunce, entringe into communication with him of 


diners and ſundꝛie matters,andintalking bꝛougbt him w 
certaine other Citizens to one of his houſes which was 
verp faire and newe, where (after hee had ſhewedhim his 


heard many things, can you hewvntome any new deuiſe 
neuer 
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ee neuer ſeene befoze,that I map cauſe the ſame to be painted 
cc inthe hall of this mp houſe: To whõ P. Guglielmo hea⸗ 
ce ring his fonde demaunde) aunſweared Sir I can ſhewe 
c pou nothing but that which hath beene knowen befoze, ex- 
cc cepte Nelinges oz ſuch like. But if it pleaſe you ſir I wil 
22 teach you one, which Ithincke you neuer law, M. 
mino glad to hearc of that, ſaid. I pzay pou ſir tell mee 

cc what it is, (not thinking he would haue made v aunſwere) 
ec To whom P. Guglielmo redely ſaid. Cauſe the figure of 
cc Liberality to be inten fe which aunſweare P. Ermino 
was ſo ſodenlye aſhamed, as he was foꝛced tochaunge bis 
minde in maner cleane contrarye to his accuſtomed vſe, 

© trade of life ſaying . P. Guglielmo, I will tauſe the ſame 
ce tg be painted in ſuch wile, as neither you no) any man els, 
ce all haue occaſts iuſtly to obiect the ſame againſt me. And 
from that time foꝛth (ſuch was the foꝛce of that taunt) bee 
was the molt liberall & bountefull gentleman that dwelte 
inGenoua, and one that honoured ſtraungers and Citi⸗ 
Zens moze then euer did any in his time. 


| « Maiſter Alberto of Bologna, by a pleaſaunt £9 2 
made a gentlewoman robluſhe, which had thoughte to 
haue put himout of countenaunce, in telling him that he 


was in loue with her. | 
The xxxy.Nouel. 


„Dot manpe peares paſte there was at 
Bologna a notable Philition, renows 
med thꝛougbe out the whole wozlde, 
15 called — Abbrand beinge 


47 


vet et bee vildayned not to conceiue ſome amozous flamt s of 
loue. 


M. Alberto of Bologna. 56 


kone. Seing at a ban ket a veryefapze gentle woman a wi · 


dowetalled (as ſome ſape) Madonna Margherita de Ghi- 
ſilieri, ſhe pleuſed his fanſie ſo well, that he fized her ſo faſt 
in the ſiege of his remembzaunce, as ił he had been a ponge 


man of vppe and pouthlye peares. In ſuch wiſe as thae 
nigbte, he coulde take no reſte, it the dap beloꝛe, hee had not 
ſeene the faire and beautiful face ot this faire gentlewo⸗ 
man Foz which cauſe lometimes a foote, g ſometimes on 


hozſebacke as he thought beit, he continually vſcd to paſſe 
be foꝛe her lodgtage; which was the cauſe that ſhee and df» 
uers other gentlewomen did marke thoccaſion of his ofte 


palling to and fro that waye. And manytimes they ie eo 


and dalied amongeſt them ſelues to ſee a man of ſuch peas 
res and experience to be in lone, thinking that the dilplea· 
ſaunt paſſion offoue, could faſten no hold but in the fonde 
mindes of ponge people and no where els. Wherefoze 


Maiſter Alberto daily paſſing to and fro the houſe of that 
gentlewoman, it chaunced vppon an holpe bape, that hee 


Fttinge with other dames befozeherdooze; and ſawe mat» 
Ker Alberto a farre off; comming towards them, ſhe with 


the reſt determined curteoufly to receiue him,. and reuer#t- - 
ip to ſalute him, and after wardes merely to talke #ſpozte 


of his loue, which accozoingly they did. The gentiewo⸗ 
man riſing vp conueped bim into a court, of apꝛe freſh and 
pleaſaunt, where they cauſed to be bzought foxth excellent 
wpnes and comftes,and in the ende wich manpe cherekull 
and pleaſaunt wooꝛdes, one of them al ed him how it was 
poſſible, he could be in loue with that fapzegentlewoman, 
ſpeciallye ſithens manpe kapꝛe and trimme ponge menne, 
did loue her. Maiſter Alberto perceyuinge himſelfe tou⸗ 
ched and geſted at, very honeſtlye aunſweared with ſmy⸗ 
liag countenaunce . Maiſtres, No wyſe man what ſoe⸗ 
uer hee be oughte to marueile whye Jam in koue, eſpeci⸗ 
allye wich you (lookinge vppon her whom hee loued) 
becauſe your beautpe and woozthines dothe well deſerue 

I fiit. the 


Maiſter Alberto of Bologna. 


ce the ſame. And althoughe naturally the foꝛces which be in⸗ 
ce tident to exertiſes of Loue, do faile and decaie in olde mf, 
ie good wil therfoze is not in them depʒiued, noꝛ p iudgement 
te in knowledge, d which ougbt to be beloued. But becauſe 
tc they haue greater experience then ponge men haue, theres 
«« foʒe by nature they better know the qualitie of loue. The 
ec hope that moueth mee an olde man to loue pou, that is ſoe 
cc well beloued ok pong men, is this: I baue many times been 
«c conuerſaunte in places where J haue ſeene gentlewomen 
cc fo2 their collation and plealure after dinner.oftentimes to 
cc tate Lupines and Leekes, and albeit that in the Leeke. 
ce there is nothing good oꝛ bolſome, vet the heade thereof is 
ce leſt hurtful, and molt pleaſaunt to the mouth, whereof ge⸗ 
cc nerally(thzough a foliſh luſt) ye women holde the heade in 
cc your hands and chawe the leaues, which not onely be euil 
ce andnought,bucalſoof an ill fauoured ſmel and ſauour. 
ce And what doe Aknowe (Maiſtres) if in the choiſe of pour 
ce frendes pe do the line: Which if ye do, no doubt it is J, 
cc whom pou haue choſen to be pour frende, and haue foꝛſa⸗ 
cc ken all other. This gentle woman ſomwhat aſhamed blu⸗ 
ce ſhing with the reſt, ſaid Maiſter Alberto, pou haue ful wel 
c and curteouſiye paied vs home, and aunſweared oure pꝛe⸗ 
ce ſumptuous obiection. Notwithſtaudinge J doe eſteeme & 
cc accept pour amitie and loue. as Jougbte to regard 5 loue 
cc ofa wiſe and honeſt perſonage. And ſo (mine boneſtie and 
ce honour ſaued) al p J baue to do pou pleaſure, is to be aſſite 
red at your tommaundement. Therewithall P. Alber- 
to roſe bp, thanking the gentlewoman, & with much ſpoꝛt 
and pleaſaunt talke taking bis leaue of the copany de par⸗ 
ted. In this maner gentle womã giuing ouer her ſcoffes 
and tauntes, whereby ſhe thoughte to putte Papſter Al- 
berto out ot conceyt, was put to ſilence her ſelłe. Mhereok 
I in the name of Panfilo Filoſtrato and Dioneo) by wape 
of intreatie do beſeech pee Ladies, Pampinea, Fiammet- 
ta, Philomena, and other gentlewomen, to beware howe 
pee do 


pe doe contriue pour holy day talke, by waſte woꝛdes iſſu⸗ 
ing koꝛth your delicate mouthes, in carping, gauding, and 
telting at young gentlemen, and ſpeciallye olde men, and 
Maiſter Alberto of Bologna, that foz loue like the grene 
ſtalkes oꝛ grape heades of Lekes, doe deſire to ſauer pour 
moutbes, and by honeſt recreation and pleaſure to gratifie 
your comlte perlonages, leſt befoze the banket be done, and 
all the comfitesſpente, ye departe with bluſhing cheekes, 
hanging downe pour heades, not ſhaming to looke pour 
mother in the face from whence you came: J meane the 
earth : here dame nature bath fozmed you by your cos 
mely grace, pour fayꝛe face, ta beholde eche man ,# tovt- 
ter plealaunt talke intermixed with honeſtie and vertue. 


¶ Rinaldo of Eſti being robbed, arriued at Caſtel Gugli- 
elmo, and was ſuccoured of a wydowc : and reſtored 
to his loſſes ,retourning ſaulfe and ſounde home to his 
owne houſe. 


The. xxxiij. Nouell, 


7 I N the tyme of Azzo Marques of Fer- 
r os rara, there was a Parchaunt named Ri- 
I 


naldo of Eſti, come to Bologna to do ter- 
Je Gs ſpatched, in retourning homewardes , ic 
A cchaunced as he departed out of Ferrara, 
and riding towardes Verona, hee mette certayne men on 
boꝛſebacke, whiche ſemed to be Marchauntes, but in berie 
deede were arrant theues: with whome he kepte compa⸗ 
nie, and without ſuſpicion what they were, rode together 
familiarly talking. Theſe good felowes ſeing this Bars 
chaunt and thinking that he had money about hym, deter⸗ 
mined to robbe him, when they ſawe their aduauntage, F 


to the intent he ſhould not lulpecte them , they rode — 
gr 
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. 
2 taine affaires. Ahiche when hee had di⸗ 


Rinaldo of Eſti. 


graue men ok honeſt conuerſation , debating with him of 
boneft cauſes,and'faithfull;ſhewing them ſelues conncers 
factely, to be lowly and gentle.Uppon whiche occaſton,he 
thought him lefe moſte happy that he had mette with ſuch 
companie, becauſe he & his ſeruaunt rode together alone, 
And as they were talking of diuers matters (as cbaũceth 
in communication) they fel in talke of pzapers, that mt do 
make vnto God. And one of the theues (fo they were thꝛee 
ec in nomber) ſayd vnto Rinaldo, And pou gentleman, what 
cc pꝛaier bee pou accuſtomed to ſape , when you ryde by the 
cc wape? To whom Rinaldo anſwered.To tel you the truth, 
ce Jam a man very plapne, and rude in thoſe matters, and J 
cc haue a fewe pzayers at my fingers endes: ſuche as myne 
cc aunteſtours vſed befoze me. And I let go currant. ii.s.foʒ 
ce xxiiii d. But neuertheleſſe, J haue alwapes aceuſtomed, 
cc when Irpde by the wap, to ſay in the mozning at my going 
cc forth of my lodging, a Pater noſter and an Aue Maria, fo 
ce the ſoule ofthe father and mother of ſainct Iulian : and at᷑⸗ 
cc ter that, I pꝛap to God and ſainct Iulian, to ſende me good 
« lodging þ night folowing. Aud full oft in my time J baue 
ce founde, tn trauailing of Countries many great daungers. 
ce all whiche hauing efcaped;it hach bene my foztune always 
c (when night appꝛoched) to chaunce vppon good lodging: 
ce whiche maketh me ſtedfaſtly beleue that lainct Iul ian (vn⸗ 
ce to whoſe honour I ſape the lame) bath obteined this bene⸗ 
cc fite of God loꝛ me, and I thought that days where in I ne» 
ce glected to ſape in the moꝛning that pzayer, I could neither 
ce ſaulfely trauell, ne pet at night obtaine good har boꝛough. 
ce De 2ᷣ demaunde pqueſtion,aſked him, And haſte thou ſaid 
ce them this mozning ? Mea berely anſwered Rinaldo. Then: 
he whiche already kne we, howe che matter would go, ſaid 
to him ſelle, thou ſhalt haue enougy to doe anone, fo2 if 
thou haue not ſapde them this moꝛning, it may ſo bappe 
ec that thou ſhalt lodge full ill this night. And afterwardes. 
ac bee ſaide, J haue like wyſe trauapled in my dapes a great 
| ways; 
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Rinaldo of Eſti. G1 
wap:and neuer ſaid thoſe pzaſerszbut J haue heard many », 
men greatly pzayfe th (although) J could never perceiue 5 
but that J haue bene well lodged. 4nd peraduenture this „ 
night pou ſbal pꝛoue, which of vs two ſhal haue beſtlodg ig „ 
you which haue ſayd che, oz I which haue not ſaid the. It „ 
is moſt true that J haue accuſtomed, in ſtede of ᷣ pꝛaier, to „ 
ſape that verſe Dirupiſti, oꝛ Antheme latcmerata,oz the , 
Deprofundis, which are as my graundmotber did teach & 5» 
inſtructe me) of verie great eſfecte and vertue. And ſpea⸗ zz 
king thus of diuers thinges, alwapes riding, expecting the 
place and time, ta accompliſh their wicked intent: It chaũ · 
ced that appꝛoching nere to Caſtel Guglielmo, when they 
had paſſed ouer a ryuer,theſe thꝛee theues, late in the eue ⸗ 
ning in a dar ke place, did ſette vppon him and robbed him, 
dilmounting him from his hozſe, and left him there in his 
ſoyꝛte. And as they were going awape, they ſapde vnto , 
hym:Goe and ſeeke il thy ſainct Julian, will helpe thee to „ 
good lodging this nighte, fox our ſaincte, wyll belpe vs to,, 
good, And repaſling thzough the Riuer , they went their 
waye.The ſeruaunt of Rinaldo, ſepng the theues ſette vpõ 
bis maiſter (like a towarde) helped him nothing, but tour⸗ 
ned his bzydleyand neuer left galloping , vntill he came to 
Caſtell Guglielmo: where becauſe it was uighte , be lod- 
ged in an Inne, without any further care fo} his Paiſter, 
Rinaldo being Rilthere in his ſhy2te,bare footed and bare 
legged, in che great Froſt|and Snowe, not knowing what 
to doe, and ſeing night alreadp appꝛoche, quaking, and his 
teethe clacketing in his head, began to locke about hym, 
if he coulde ſee anye place there, oʒ hym to reſoꝛte fo ſuc⸗ 
caur, that he might not dye foz colde: but (ſeyng none at 
all, becauſe a litle befoze, the warres had with fyꝛe conſu⸗ 
med all tbhynges) being ſoꝛe afflicted fo2 colde, he began to 
make ſpede towardes the Caſtell Guglielmo, not kno« 
pug that his ſeruaunt was fledde thither: thynking that 
he might come in, God would leude hym lome * 


5 . << BC" "Yo - 
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but darke nicht ottertooke him a good waye of, befoze hee 
conlde come tothe Caſtell, almoſte the ſpace of a mile, by 
whiche meanes he arriued there very late, the gates being 
ſhutte vp. and the bꝛidges dꝛawen, that he could not goe in, 
By reaſon whereof hee was verie ſoꝛowekull and diſcom⸗ 
foꝛted, lamentable, caſting bis eyes about, to eſpie if it wer 
poſſible, that at the leſt he might ſhꝛoude him ſelfe free fr 
the ſnowe: and by chaunce he ſawe a houſe vpõ the walles 
of the Caſtell, vnder whiche he determined to reite tyll it 
was dape, and repairing thether, he found vnder the houſe 
a dooze(whiche was locked) vnder which dooze gathering 
a litle ſtrawe, that he founde thereabout, he fatdown verp 
heauie and penſife : making his complainte many tymes 
vnto laincte lulian,that the faith which he repoſed in him, 
bad nowe deceiued him. But ſaincte Julian taking pitie 
vpon him, without any further delape, pꝛepared him (as it 
chaunced ) a good lodging. Foz there dwelled in that Cas 
ſtell a woman, whiche was a wydowe , ſo faire a perſone 
as might be ſeene, whom the Marques Azzo loued as his 
life, and kepte her there fo2 his owne pleaſure. And the 
ſame woman dwelte in the houſe, vnder the poꝛche wher⸗ 
of Rinaldo was gone to reſte him ſetfe. Unto whome the 
aye befoze , the Marques reſozted to diſpozte him ſelfe 
that night, and in her houſe had ſecretly cauſed a bathe to 
be made, and a great ſupper to be pzepared: All which be⸗ 
ing readie , and the good wyke expecting nothing els, but 
the comming of the Parques. It chaunced that one of his 
men called at the gates of the Caſtell , with newes to the 
Marques, that ſovainly he muſt ryde awaye. Wherefoze 
he ſent wooꝛde to the wydowe,that ſhee ſhould not attende 
bis comming: who not alitle diſpleaſed with the meſlage, 
not knowing what to doe, determined to enter the Bat he, 
whiche was pꝛepared fo2 the Marques, and when ſhe had 
ſupped to goe to bedde , This Bathe was harde by the 
dooze whereunto pooze Rinaldo was appꝛoched. The wi- 
bowe 
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opened, went into the Caſtell, and founde his ſeruaunte, 
And then putting vppon hym ſuche apparell as was in 
his male, and being about to mounte vpon his mans hoſe, 
t came to paſſe, like as it had bene a diuine miracle, that 
the three theues, whiche had robbed him the night bekoze, 
were taken koz doing an other robberie, a little whyle ak⸗ 
ter, and were bzought to the Caſtell, and vppon their con. 
feſſion, his hoꝛſe, apparell, and money, were reſtoꝛed to hum 
againe, loling nothing but a payze ofgarters. TWherefoze 
Rinaldothanking Gad and ſaint Iulian, mounted vppon 
bis hozle and retotirned whole and ſaulfe, to his owne 
houſe, And the nexte daye, the thzee theues were conucied 
{082thzto bleſſe che wozlde with their heeles. 


C Three yonge men hauing fondlye conſumed all that 
they had, became verie poore, vvhoſe nephevve (as he re- 
tourned our of Englande into Italie, by the vvaye) fell in 


to acquaintaunce vvithan Abbotte, vvhome ( vpon fur- 


L 

p 

cher familiaritie) heknevve to be the king of Englandes 
> | doughter,vyhiche toke him to husbande. Aftervvardes 
e qe reſtored, his vncles to all their loſles', and ſent them 
d ome in good ſtate and reputation. 


T he. xxxiy. Nouell_ 


# Here was ſometyme in the Citie of 
771 Florence a knight, called Str Tebal- 
Ido wbo as ſome late, was ol the houſe 
* 729 of Lamberti: and as other affirme, of 
| Ft Agolanti. But leaning the variaunce 
De ol whether houſe he was, true it is, 

hat hee was in that time, a notable, 
tiche, 


F 


1efled a great waye that moꝛning: When the gates were 
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riche and MICS knight and had thꝛee ſonnes . The firſte 
called Lamberto, the ſeconde Tebaldo, and the thirde A. 
golante, all faire and goodly yonge men: and the eldeſt of 
whiche was not. xviii.yeares of age. MAhen the ſapde Sir 
Tebaldo died, to them (as his lawefull hetres)he lefte all 
bis landes and goodes. bo being verie rpche, in readie 
money and poſſeſſions, continued their life without gouer- 
nement, at their owne pleaſures, ⁊ without bꝛydle oz ſtap, 
thep began to conſume their goodes. They kepte a greate 
and franke houſe , and many Pozſes of great value , with 
Dogges and Paukes, of ſundzie kyndes, giuing liberall 
giftes,and obſeruing diuerſe geſtes at Cilte and Tozney, 
doing alſo that whiche not onely did appertapne , and be⸗ 
longe to Gentlemen, but alſo that, whiche was incident to 
the trade andcourſe of youthe.Thep continued not long in 
this ozder,but their ſubſtaunce lefte them by their father, 
was very muche conſumed. And their reuenues (not able 
to mainteine their expences)began to decreaſe, whereups 
they were fapne, to moꝛgage and ſell their inheritaunce in 
ſucbe wyle, as in the ende they grewe to extreme pouertie. 
And then penurie did open their eyes in like ſozte, as befoze 
riches had cloſed them vp . Foz whiche cauſe Lamberto 
bpon a dape, did cal his other twoo bꝛethꝛen vnto him, and 
tolde them of what honour their father was, to what vas 
lue his rycheſſe did amounte , and nowe to what pouertſe 
they were come, chꝛough their diſoꝛdinate expences, giuing 
them counſatile(ſo well as he could) that befoze miſerie did 
growe any further vpon them, by ſelling that whiche was 
lefc, they ſhoulde goe their waye. Mhiche they did. And 
without leaue taken of any man, oz other ſolempnitie, they 
departed from Florence, and taried in no place, beloꝑe they 
were arriued in Cuglande, Where taking a litle houſe, in 
the citie of London, they liued with litle expences , and be⸗ 
gan co lende aut their money to bſurie, and Foztune was 
ſo fauourable vato them, by that trade, that! in few peares 


they 
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they had gayned a berie notable ſomme of money, whiche 
made them one after an other, ta retire agayne to Florece, 
with their ſubſkaunce, where they redemed a great part of 
their inheritaunce, and bought other lande, and ſo gaue 
them ſelues to mariage: continuing neuertheleſſe in Eng ⸗ 
lanoe, their money at intereſt. They ſent thither to be their 
factour , a ponge man their nephewe, called Alexandro. 
And they thꝛee dwelling ſtill at Florence, began agapne to 
foꝛget to what miſerie their inozdinate expences, hadde 
brought thembekoze . And albeit they were charged with 
houſholde, yet they ſpent out of ozder, and without reſpect. 
And were of great credite with euerp Parchaunt: whoſe 
erpences,the money that Alexandro many times did ſend 
home, did belpe to ſuppoꝛte fo2 certaine peares, which was 
lent out to diuers gentlemen and Barons ofthe countrep, 
vyon their Caſtelles, Manours, and other reuenues, wher 
of was receiued an incredible pꝛoſtte. In the meane time, 
the tbꝛee bꝛethꝛen ſpent ſo largely, as they boꝛowed money 
of other, ſtixing all their hope from Englande. It chaunced 
that warres happened betwene the king ok England, and 
one of his ſonnes , whiche bꝛedde muche diniſton in that 
rande, ſome holding of one parte, and ſome of an other. By 
meanes wbereok, all the manours and moꝛgaged landes, 
were taken awape from Alexandro, hauing nothing wher 
vyon any pꝛoſite did ryſe. Yowebeit he dailye truſted that 
peace ſhoulde bee concluded, betweene the father and the 
ſonne. And that all thinges ſhould be ſurrendzed, as well 
the pꝛincipall as the intereſt: determing vppon that hope 
not to departe the Countrie. The thꝛee bzethzen whiche 
were at Florence, not limitting any ozder, totheir diſoꝛdi⸗ 
nate expences, grewe daylye woꝛſe and woꝛſe. But in pꝛo⸗ 
telle of tyme, when all hope was paſte ok their recouerpe, 


thep loſte not onely their credite: but the creditours deſi⸗ 


rous to be payde, were kapne to ſende them to pꝛyſon. And 
becauſe their inheritaunce was 4 ſuflicient to paye the 
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whole debte , they remapnedin pꝛyſon foz the riſte: And 
their wines and childzen wer diſperſed, ſome into the coũ⸗ 
trie, and ſome hether & thether, out ofozder, not knowing 
bow to do, but to abide a pooze and miſerable life foz euer. 
Alexandro which of long time, taried fo2 a peace in Eng⸗ 
lande: and ſeing that it came not to paſle, conſidering alſo 
with bim ſelke (ouer and beſides his vaine abode, fo2 res 
couerie ofhis debtes)that he was in daunger of his life, he 
purpoſed to retourne into Italie. And as be trauailed by 
the waye alone, and departed from Bzuges, by koztune he 
perceiued an Abbot, clothed in white, in like maner about 
to take his iourney, accompanied with many Monkes, and 
a great traine: hauing much cariage, & divers baggages 
befoze. After whome rode twoo olde knightes, the kinſmẽ 
of the king, with whom Alexandro entred acquaintance, 
by reaſon of fozmer knowledge, e was receiued into their 
tompanie. Alexandro then riding wich them krendlpe, de⸗ 
maunded what Monkes they were that rode befoze , with 
ſo great a trapue, and whether they went. To whome one 
ofthe knightes aunlwered: that he which rode befoze,was 
aponge gentieman their kinſman, which was newly chos 
{cn Abbot, of one of the beſt Abbaies in England. And be⸗ 
cauſe he was verie ponge, and not capable by the decrees, 
of ſuche a dignitie , they went with bim to Rome; to ob⸗ 
teine of the holy father, a diſpenſation foz his age: and fo2 a 
confirmation of that office. But they willed him to dil⸗ 
cloſe the ſame to no man. And ſo this newe Abbot, riding 
ſometimes befo2e,and ſometimes after, as wee ſce oꝛdina⸗ 
relie that Loꝛdes doe, when they trauell in che countrie: 
It chaunced that the Abbot eſpying Alexandro riding be 
lides him, which was a faire ponge man, honcſt,curteous, 
and familier, whoat þ ficſt meting, did ſo marueiloully de 
light bim, as any thing that euer he ſawe in his like, & cal- 
ling bim vnto him, be began familiarly cotalke', c aſked 
hat he was , from whence he came, & whether he 1 * 
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C Landolpho Ruffolo being impooeriſhed, becamea pi- 
rate, and taken by the Gencuois, was in daunger of drow. 
ning, who ſauing himſelfe vpon a litle coafer full of rich 
Iewels, was receiued at Corfu, and beinge cheriſhed by a 


woinan,retourned home very riche. 
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IJ + ſn is ſuppoſed, that the ſea coaſt of Reg- 
e eum (tn Calabria)is the molt delectable 

lr 5 part in all Italy, wberin (hard by Saler- 
2 1 | o) there is acountrye by the Sea ſive, 
>3- I SAI4Jwhich the inbabitauntes doe terme, the 
e ccCoaſt ot Malty,ſofull of litle cities, gar- 
deines, kountaines, riche men, and marchauntes, as any o- 
ther people and countrie. Among which ſaid cities, there 
was one called Rauello, where in time paſt (althoughe in 
theſe dayes there be very rich men) there dwelte a notable 
man ok ſubſtaunce, called Landolpho Ruffolo: who being 
not contented with his riches, but deſirous to multiplye 
them double, was in hazarde toloſehimſelfe, and all that 
he had. This man(as all other marchauntes be accuſto- 
\ med)afcer he had conſidered w himſelfe, what co, boughte 
a very create ſhippe,and fraughted the ſame with ſondꝛye 
kindes of marchaundize ol his owne aduenture, and made 
a voyage to the Ille of Cypri, where be found (beſides the 
commodities which be bought) many other ſhippes arri⸗ 
ited there, laden wich ſuch like wares: by which occaſion it 
happened, that hee was koꝛced, not one lye to ſell the ſame 
good cheape, but alſa was conſtrained (if hee woulde dif- 
patch his goodes)to giue them almoſt foꝛ nougbt, where⸗ 
by he thoughte that he was vtterly vndone. And beinge 
greatly troubled fo2 that loſſe, not knowing what to doe, 


and ſeiug how in ſo litle a time, ok a rich man, he was ou 
to begs 
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to beggers ſtate, be thoughte either to die, oz els by piracie 
to retouer his loſſes, to the intent he might not returne to 
the place pooze,from whence he was departed riche. And 
hauing founde a copeſeman,fo2 his great barque:with the 
money thereof, and with other, which hee receined fo2 his 
marchandiſe,he boughte a ſmall pinnas, meete fo2 the vſe 
of a pirate, which he armed and furniſhed with al thinges, 
neceſſary fo2 that purpoſe, And determined to make him» 
ſelfe riche, with the goodes of other men, and chiefelye hee 
ment toſet vppon the Turkes: whereunto Foztune was 
mote fauourable, then to his foʒmer trade. And bp chaũce, 
dy the ſpace ok one yeare, he robbed and toke ſo many Foi⸗ 
ſes 3 gallets ofthe Turkes,as he had recouered not onely 
that, which he loſte by marchaundiſe, but alſo moze then 
twiſe ſo muche as whereunto thoſe loſſes did amounte. 
her foe, well puniſhed with the firſt ſoꝛow of his lofles, 
knowing his gaines tomultiplie,as he needed not returne 
the ſeconde time, he thougbte withhimſelfe,thattheſame 
which he had gotten, was ſufficiente: and therefoze deter⸗ 
mined pꝛeſẽtly, toreturne to his owne houſe withſhis got · 
ten goods. And fearing the hinderance which he ſuſteined: 
in traffique of Marchaundiſe, hee purpofed to imploie his 
monepe no longer that wayes : but in that barque wheres 
with hee had gained the lame, with his o2es hee tooke his 
courſe homeward. And being vppon the maine Sea, in the 
night the wind roſe at che Southeaſt, which was not one⸗ 
lp contrary to his courle, but allo raiſed ſuch a tempeſt, as 
his (mal barque was not able to indure the Seas. Mher⸗ 
uppon be toke harboꝛough in a Creke of the Sea, whiche 
compaſſed a litle Jlande, there expecting fo2 better wind. 
Into which creke within a while after, with much a do, foꝛ 
auopding of p tempeſt, arriued two great Argoſeis of Ge- 
noa, that were come from Coſtantinople, The Pariners 
of which greate ſhippes: when they ſa we the litle barque, 
they cloſed bp the wape, that the pinnas could not goe _ 
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And then vnderſtanding ol whence he was, and knowinge 
by repoꝛt, that he was very riche, determined (being men 
naturally giuẽ to ſpoile, loue ot᷑ money) to take her. And 
ſetting a ſhoze part of their men well armed, and furniſhed 
with croſſebowes, they conueied themſelues, to keepe and 
defeude v none within the Pinnas (except they woulde be 
ot thzough) was able to eſcape. Then retiring into their 
ſkifces, with helpe of the Tide, they appꝛoched Ladolpho 
bis barque, which without any great difficultie, in almall 
ſpace, they toke with all the company, not looſing ſo much 
as one m an. And carying Landolpho abozve one ot their 
cockts, and all within bozde his little Pinnas, thep ſoncke 
the lame. and al the Pariners, and kept Landolpho, ſuffe- 
ring bim not to haue about him, any kind of armure, not ſa 
much as an haberion. The next day the winde chaunged,# 
tze ſhippes hoiſted vp ſailes toward Leuant, and all ½ dap 
pꝛoſperoullie ſailed on their voyage. But vpon the cloling 
of the night, a ſtoʒme roſe againe, c ſeparated þ two ſhips, 
one from another. And by fozce of the wind, it chaunced þ 
the ſhip wherein page Landolpho was, ſtrake with great 
violence vpon a ſandezin the Jland of Cephalonia. And as 
one would thzow a glaſſe againſt a wall, cuen ſo the ſhippe 
opened, x fill in peeces: whereby the ſozowfull Pariners,p 
ſtoode aboue(the ſeas being couered with goodes, coaffers 
and plancks of the ſhip,y ſwam aboue water, which chaũ⸗ 
ccth many times, in ſuch like accidfcs,p night being darke, 
and p billowes going high e ſtreinable (ſuch as were able 
to (wim, began ta take holde of thoſe thinges,which Foꝛ⸗ 
tune gaue vnto them. Amonges whom wꝛetched Landol- 
pho, ſeinge death befoze his face(whichhe ſo greatly deſi⸗ 
red, g lo many times craued,the day befoze,rather then to 
retourne home in thac pooze eſtate) was afraied, t caught 
bold of a bozde amonges the reit, truſting it might chaũce 
that God woulde pardon him of dꝛowninge, and ſenve 


him ſome refuge foz his eſcape. And as hee was a hozſe⸗ 
backe, 
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backe, and fletinge vpon a plancke, ſo wel as he could (dꝛi⸗ 
uen here and there with the Sea and winde) he belde faſte 
the ſame, till it was day lighte: which when he perceined, 
be looked about him, aud law nothing but the cloudes, the 
Seas and a coaffer, ſwimminge aboue water, which was 
dꝛiuen ſo nere him, Þ it made him manye times to fcare, ; 
it would be his cuerthzow . And the nerer it came, 5 moze 
hee laboured to put it backe (ſo well as he could) with his 
hande, although his fozce and power was gone. But how 
ſoeuer it chaunced, a gale of winde ble w out of the lkies , 
ſtrake the coaffer againſt the boꝛde, whereuppon Landol- 
pho was, who by that meanes dziuen backe, was fozced to 
giue ouer the plãcke and with a billow, was beaten under 
the water, and afterwardes remounting aloft againe, hee 
ſwam mote through feare then fozce. And ſeing the boꝛde 
caried a farre of from him, kearinge leſt he ſhould not be a- 
ble to kaſten the ſame againe, he dꝛewe toward the coafer, 
which was nere pnough vnto him. And laying his bzeaſte 
bpon the couer thereof,he made it go(ſo rigbt as he could) 
with his armes. And in this maner dꝛiuen by the Sea, 
now here now there, without eating (as hauing not wher- 
withall) and dzinking moꝛe then he would, he continued al 
that day and night following not knowing wher he was, 
fo2 be ſawe nothing but fea, The next mozning,eyther by 
the will of God, oz thzoughe the windes fozce, Landolpho 
(which was then tranſfozmed into a ſponge) holding faſte 
with both his handes, the bzimme ofthe coafer(like ag we 
ſee them that feare to be dꝛowned, do take hold of the next 
thinge that commeth to hande) arrived at the ſhoze of the 
Alle of Corfu, wher, by foꝛtune a pooze woman, was [cows 
ring ber veſſel] with Sand and ſalt water, who ſeing bim 
dꝛa w nere, and percepuing in him no fozme oz faſhion of a 
man, was afraid, and crying out, ranne backe. Me not able 
to ſpeake, and ſee but very litle, could ſay nothinge, but as 
te Sea dzoue him nere the ſhoze, the woman a 
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likenes of a coafer,and beholding þ ſame moze aduiſedlpe, 
ſaw at length his armes vpon the ſame, Etherewithal his 
face, maruetling ix her ſelfe who it hould be:wherkoze moe 
ued with compaſſion, ſhe wente into the Sea a litle wape, 
which then was calme, and catching him by the heare. ſhe 
pluckte him and the coafer to lande. And with much a doe 
vnfolded his armes, that were about p coafer,cauſiugher 
maide that was w her to carrie the coafer vpon her head. 
And ſhe bare him to lande (like a litle childe) which done, 
ſhe put him into a hotte houſe, and with warme water. by 
frotting aud robbing him, his naturall heate, and other his 
ſences loſt, began tocome againe, into their fozmer courſe. 
And when he law time ſhe toke him out, cheriſhing and cũ⸗ 
foztinge him with wynes and bzothes, and ſo well as thee 
could, made him at length to recouer his fozce in ſuch wile, 
as he knew wher he was. Then the woman delivered him 
his coafer, which he had ſaued, and badde him to ſeeke his 
adutture. And thus this good wife delt with Landolpho. 
(ho litle eſteemed the coafer, but pet he conſidered, that 
it coulde not be or ſo ſmall valour, but that it was able to 
beare his charges, koꝛ certaine dapes. Powbeit, fee linge it 
to be lighte, he was cleare voyde of hope, to haue anpe ſuc⸗ 
cour and reliefe thereof, Neuertheleſle ( when the good 
wyke was out ok the doozes) he bzake open the ſame, to ſee 
what was within, where be found many pꝛecious Jewels, 
ſome bound together, and ſome looſe, wherein he had pꝛe⸗ 
tie ſkill. And knowing them to be of great valour,giuing 
thanckes to God, which had not pet fozſaken him, was 
wholy recomfozted.Howbeit,fo2 ſomuch as in a litle ſpace 
he had bin twiſe cruellye diſtrelled and toꝛmented by Fo2- 
tune fearing the third time. he thought that it was neede⸗ 
ful foʒ him to take heede, how to difpole his things in ſafe⸗ 
tie, till he came home to his owne houſe. Wherefoze, ba⸗ 
ung beſtowed thoſe pꝛecious Jewels, in certaine ragges 
and cloutes, ſo well as he could: he laid to the good bag 
e had 
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he had no neede of the coa fer. but if ſheewoulde giue him a 
bagge, be would beſtow the ſame vppon her. C bich the 
good wife willingly did. And Landoſpho geuing her ſq 
great thanckes, as be coulde,fo2 the kindnes which he bad 
found at her hãds:toke his leaue, and imbarking bimſelfe, 
he paſſed to Branditio, g from thence from place to place, 
till hee came to Trani, where ſindinge diuers ofthe Citie 
wherein he dwelt, that were Dzapers, be was apparelled 
of them (in a maner foꝛ Gods ſake ) to whom he told þ dif- 
courſe of all his foʒtune, except the coafer, who lent him a 
hoꝛſe, and ſente diners in his company,to bzing him home 
to Rauello. And when he was in ſafety arriued. he thanked 
God, that had bzought bim thither, where he ſearched his 
bouget, with moꝛe leaſure then he did at the fürſt, e founde 
that he had manpe ſtones of ſa greate valour, that ſellinge 
them at pꝛice reaſonable, fv2 leſſe the they were woꝛth, bis 
ſubſtaunce did amount, to ſo much moze then it was when 
be departed from his houſe . And when he had founde the 
meanes to diſpatch and ſell bis Jewels, he ſent to Cortu a 


good peece of money, to the woman that tone him oute ol 
the Sea, to recompence the kindnes, that he had found. 
at her handes: and the like ta them of Trani, that 
had giuen him apparell, the reſt he toke to him ⸗ 
ſelke, and would be no moꝛe a marchaunte, 
but liued at home in honeſt eſtate, to 

| the ende of his like. 
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Andreuccio of Perugia, being come to Naples to buy 
horſes, was in one night ſurpriſed, with three marueilou: 
accidentes. All which hauin ge eſcaped with one Rubic he 
retourned home to his houſe, 
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ere was at Perugia a pong man, cal 

led Andreuccio di Pietro, à hoꝛſe cop 

lk Ir, who vnderſtanding ofa hozſe faire 
Ts ”0 at Naples, did put five hundzed Crow 

* My (=> nes in his purſſe, and neuer traveling 
— \bekoze from his owue houſe, went thi⸗ 

| ther with certaine other marchants: 
oarrined at Naples,vpon a Sondap at night, The next 
moꝛninge, accoꝛdinge to the inſtruetions giuen him by his 
holt. he went to the kayze, where he viewed and ſaw many 
boꝛſes, whereofdiuers did very well like him, and demaũ⸗ 
ded their pꝛiſes:but with none he could agree ol pꝛice. And 
to ſhew himſelke a right well able man, to pape fo2 that he 
bougbte, many times (like a dolte and foole, as he was) hee 
dꝛew out bis purſle ſtuffed with crownes,in the pꝛeſence of 
them that paſſedto and fro. It chaunced v a ponge woman 
of Scicilia(which was very fap2e, but at every mans com⸗ 
maundement; and that foz little hire) paſſed by as he was 
hewinge bis purſe,not marked oz perteiued by Andreuc- 
cio, who ſodenlye ſaide to her ſelfe : Mhat is ſhe in all this 
towne,þ ſhould be like vnto me, ik all thoſe crownes were 
mines And ſopalled koꝛth. There was with this-yong peate 
an old womã, a Scicilian alſo:who ſo ſoue as the eſpied An⸗ 
dreuccio, foſoke her companion, ᷑ ran affectuouliye to im⸗ 
hace him. Which ö pong woman percepuinge (not ſpeas 
hing a woꝛd) ſhe gaue good heede to p they ſaid: Andreuo- 


dio tourninge himlelle to the olde woman, immediatlye 
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knew her, and reioyſed muche, that he had ſo happely met 
her: whomakter greategratulacions, c manpe welcomes, 
te pꝛomiled to biſtte at his lodging, which done, ſhe depar 
ted from Andreuccio, and hee retourned to bup his hozſle, 
howbeit that mozning,he bought none at all. The ponge 
dame, which had firft ſeene this purſſe, aud marked the ac: 
quaintaunce between the old woman and him, to aſlate by 
what meanes ſhe might get that monepe, op at leaſte, ſome 
part thereof, ſubtelly aſked the old woman, what man that 
was, ot whence , what he did there, and how he knew her. 
To whom the olde woman particular lpe recompted her 
whole ac quaintauntce, bow ſhe dwelt of long time in Scici. 
lia with bis kather, and after wards at Perugia. And like⸗ 
wile the told her, when be retourned, & fo2 what cauſe hee 
was come to Naples. This iollie wenche, wholy infozmed 
of Andreuccio his parentes, and of their names, made a 
plat and foundation, by ſubtill and craftie meanes,how ta 
obtaine her purpoſe. And when the was come home to her 
houſe, the ſent the old womã aboutbulineſſe fo2 that day, 
becauſe ſhe might not retourne to Andreuccio, She had 
dwelling with her a pꝛetie girle,wellnoſeled and bzought 
bp, in doing of arrantes, whom about evening, ſhe ſent to 

þ lodging of Andreuccio to make inquirie fo2 him: where 
by foztune ſhe chaunced to finde him ſtanding alone, at bis 
boſtes dooꝛe, whom che girle did aſke,if he knew not an ho- 

rc neſt man ot Perugia, called Andreuccio di Pietro, þ hoſted 
« there; Yes my nirle (he) I am the ſame man. Then ſhs 
te toke him a ſide, and ſaide vnto him. Sir, there is a gentle⸗ 
cc womaof this Towne, that would gladly ſpeake with you, 
if it were pour pleaſure. Which when Andreuccio heard, 
by and by hee called to minde, and ſeemed tobhimſelfe,that 
hee was a goodly ponge man ok perſon, and that withoute 
doubte, the ſame woman was in loue with him, becauſe in 
all Naples, he thought ther was none ſo pꝛoper a ſtripling 
ahi mlelfe,UWhom {ncontineutly he W he 
would e. 
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would waite vpon her,demaunding when he ould come, 
and to what plate. To whom ſhe made anſwere.Euen whe 22 
it pleaſeth you fir. Foz mp. maiſtrt ſle attendeth at home fo 2» 
you, Andreuccio vpon that, withoute any wozd ſpoken ta 
bis hoſte, whither he was gone:ſaid to the wench.Go thou 
befoze, and J will follow, And the girle did conduct him, „ 
to her mailtres houſe, which dwelt in a ſtreate called Mar. 
pertugio,a name ſhewing the honeſtie of the ſtreate, wber 
ſhe dwelt. But he knowing a ſuſpecting nothing, thought 
the place to be right honeſt, that he went vnto, and þ wife 
likewiſe honeſt and good, and boldlie entred the houſe, the 
wenche going be foze. And mountinge vp the ſtaiers: This 
yonge griſtle, called her maiſtres , ſapinge vnto her, that 
maiſter Andreuccio was come. Who redie at the vpper 
ſteppe, ſeemed as though ſhe attended fo2 him. This Ladie 
was fine, & had a good fate, well apparelled, and trimmed 
after the beſte maner. And ſeinge maiſter Andreuccio at 
hand, delcended two ſteppes of the ſtaiers, with her armes 
open to imbꝛace him, foldinge the ſame aboute his necke, 
and pauſed a cercaine ſpace , without ſpeaking any wozd, 

as thougbe great loue, and earneſte affection,enfozced her 

ſo to doe. Then weeping lhe killed his face, with a voice 
halfe vetered,betwene howling and ſpeaking, ſhe laid vn» 

to him. O Andreuccio mine ownedeare hart, moſt harte!y - 
welcome. Andreuccio maruepling at thoſe tender wozds, ?? 
all amazed aunlweared. Gentlewoman and pouallo well 
found out. Afterwards ſhe toke him by the hand and con- 
ueied him vp into a parlour, and from thẽce (without furs 
ther talke) into a chamber, which was all perfumed with 
Roles, with flowers ok Dzenges; & other lweete ſmelles: - 
where he ſawe a bedde well kurniſhed, and diuers ſoztes ok 
apparell, placed vppon pꝛeſſes(accoꝛdinge to the maner of 
that countrte) and many other faire and riche ozwaments. - 
By reaſon whereof Andreuccio, which was but a freſhe 


water Souldiourzthought that ſhee had been a great Las 
L die. And 
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die. And they two ſittinge together vppon a chelte, at her 
beds feete: She begã thus to ſaye vuto him. Andreuccio, 
c« J am aſſured pou do greatly wonder, at theſe fatre wozds, 
ce this curteous interteignement, and at the teares, wbich N 
ce let kall. And no marueile, although you do not know mee, 
cc and peraduenture neuer heard tel ot me befoze. But J wil 
cc declare vnto you, a thing moze ſtraunge and marueilous, 
ce then that is. And to tell pou plaine, am pour owne ſiſter, 
ce aud J lay vnto pou, that ſith it hath pleaſed my Loꝛd God, 
« to ſhew me ſo much grace and fauour, that J doe now ſee, 
ce one of my bꝛethꝛen before I vie (althoughe J deſire to ſee 
ce them all) I care not when hee do call mee, from this wꝛet⸗ 
ce ched woꝛld: Jam ſo in minde comfozted and releued. And 
ec where it may chaũce, that you neuer vnderſtoode ſa much 
ce befoze this time, I will tell pou the whole diſcourſe. Do 
« it is, that Pietro mp father and yours, dwelt ok long time 
cc ( whereokit is poſſible, that you haue heard repoꝛt) at Pa- 
cc lermo, where thꝛough the goodneſſe, and frendlye behaui⸗ 
ce cure ofhim, there be pet ſome remayninge that did beare 
cc him ſingular good wil and krẽdſhip. But amonges other; 
ce which loued him moſte, my mother (which was a gentle⸗ 
ce woman, e then a widow) without doubt did loue bim belt, 
ce In luch wiſe, that ſhee foꝛgetting the loue ol her father 
ce ot her bꝛethꝛen, and the loue of her owne honaur and repu⸗ 
cc tation, they dealed ſo together, as they begat mee, and am 
ce here as you fee. Afterwardes, when pour father and mine, 
cc had occaſion to depart from Palermo, he retourned to Pe- 
tc rugia, leauing my mother behinde,# me his pong donghs 
cc ter, neuer after that (ſo farre as I knowe)caringe neither 
cc foʒ my mother o2 me: whereof if he were not my father, 
cc J coulde blame him very much, conſideringe his ingrati⸗ 
cc tude towards my mother. Albeit he ought to vſe towards 
ec mee, ſo muche affection and fatherlpe loue, as fo his owne 
ce doughter , being tome of no kitchin maide, ne pet of anye 
« baſe woman: Foz my mother otherwiſe not —_— 
1 1 what 
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what he was, did commit into his handes (moued of mere 33 
loue) both herſelke, x all that he had. But what: Thinges „ 
ill done, and io longe time paſt, are moze eaſie to be repꝛe⸗ 55 
bended, then amended. Thus the matter went he left mee; 
a litle infante at Palermo, where, when J was growen to 55 
yeares, mp mother which was riche, gaue mee to wife, to 55 
one ofthe houſe of Gergenti, a gentleman ol great honeſty 35 
and reputation, who fo2 the loue of mp mother and me,re- 55 
tourned to dwell at Palermo, where greatly fauouringe þ 5 
faction ofthe Guelphi,hee began to pzactiſe a certaineen- 55 
terpꝛiſe, with oure king Charles, which being knowen to 5» 
king Frederick,befoze þ ſame enterpꝛiſe could take effert, „ 
we werefozced to flie out of Sciciha At what time Jhad 55 
thought, to haue been the chiefeſt Lavie,that euer dwelte 55 
in that Illand: wherfoze taking with vs ſuch kewe things, „ 
as wee were able to carie(fewe J maye well call them, in „ 
reſpect ot them we polleſſed) and leauinge our houſes and 59 
Malates, we came vnto this citie. Where we found kinge „ 
Charles, ſo beningne towards vs, that he hath recompen⸗ „ 
ced part ol our loſſes, which we ſuſtened in his ſeruice. Foz 5» 
he hath giuen vs poſſeſſions and houſes, with good pꝛoui⸗ 35 
ſton of houſholde to my huſband, and pour bzother in law, 5 
as you now ſee perceiue. And in this maner J do remaine 5 
here, where ( ſwecte brother) J thancke God (and not you) »» 
that at this pzeſent Iſee pou:and therwithall ſhe toke him 35 
about the necke, weeping tenderly, then kiſſed his face a- 

gaine. Andreuccio hearing this taleſpoken in oꝛder, and 

dilgeſted from poinct to pointt with good vtterice, whers 

of no woꝛd ſtucke betwene her teeth, oꝛ was impeached by 

default of tongue: And remembꝛing how it was true, that 

his father dwelt at Palermo, knowing alſo by himſelfe, the 
maner at vong men; which in their youth, be pꝛompte and 

ulllinge to loue :and ſeinge ber tender teares, her imbza- - 
tinges and boneſte kiſfes, thoughte all that ſhee bad ſpo⸗ 


teu, to be moſte certaine and true. Andafter ſhee had 
Lü. done 
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ec done her tale, he anſwered in this wiſe. Madame you may 
cc not thincke vnkindneſſe, if J doe marueile at this, fo2 that 
cc in verye deede, J haue no acquaintaunce of you , no tmoze 
ce then if you had neuer beene bozne,But whether my father 
cc hath ſpoken of pou, 02 of pour mother at any time, truly J 
ce do not now remember, but ſo much the moze J do reioyce 
cc that I haue founde a ſiſter here (as Itruſte) becauſe J am 
cc here alone. And certainelp J knowe none ſo honourable, 
te but you map ſeeme agreeable vnto him, ſo well as to mee, 
te which am but a pooze marchaunt: howbeit, I do beſeeche 
cc you to tell me, how pou did know, that J was in the City. 
ce To whom ſhe aunſweared. This mozning a pooze womã, 
«« which oftentimes repaireth to my houſe, gaue mee knows 
cc ledge thereok, becauſe of long time (as ſhe told me) ſhe did 
cc dwell with your father at Palermo, and at Perugia And 
cc becauſe I thought it moze conuenient and meete, to bidde 
ce pou home, to mine owne houſe, then to ſeke you in another 
cc mans, I thought good to ſend fo2 pou. After theſe wozde, 
ſhe began in oꝛder to inquire of the ſtate of his parents, cal⸗ 
ling them by their pꝛoper names: whereunto Andreuccio 
made aunſwere,y now he perceiued, he had better cauſe to 
giue credite vnto her woꝛds, then befoꝛe. Their diſcourſe 
talke of thinges being long, the weather bot, ſher called 
fo: Greke wine Comſits. made Andreuccio to dzinke. 

TU ho after þ bãquet, deſirous to depart to his lodging foꝛ 

it was about ſupper time) hee by no meanes woulde ſuffer 
bim, but making as thoagh lhe were angrie,ſaidvntohim, 

ce Oh God, J lee now molt euidently, that you do make litle 
ce accompte of mee, being your owne ſiſter, whom pou neuer 
cc {awe befoze, and in her houſe: whereunto pou ought to res 
ce (o2te,when ſo euer pou come to towne. Aud will you nowe 
ce foꝛſake the ſame, to ſuppe in an Inne 2 But oftrouth you 
ce {hall not choſe,but take part of my ſupper. And althougbe 
ce My huſbande be not at home (whereof Jam righte ſozie) 
cc Pet you {hall knowe, that his wife is able, to make you 

| {ome 
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ſome good chere Ta whom Andreuccio, not knowing wel 
what to ſay els, made this aunſweare. I do loue pou, as J ?? 
oughte to loue a ſiſler. But if I goe not to mine Inne, J ?? 
know they will tarie fo2 mee all this night, befoꝛe they go ?? 
to ſupper, to my great repꝛoch and ſhame. Pzaiſed be God 
( lhe then) J baue leruauntes to aduertiſe pour hat, that 
you be here with me, to the intente hee ſhall not tarrie fox ?? 
you. But pleaſeth you ſir, to dome this great curteſie;that ?? 
J may ſende fo2 pour companiõs hither, to beare vou com⸗ 
panp, that akterwardes, if you will needes depart,yemaye ?? 
goe all together. Andreuccio aunſweared; that he would ?? 
ſend fo2 none of his company that night: but foꝛ ſo much as 
ſhe was ſo tmpoztunate, he bimſelte was righte well cone 
tent, to ſatiſfie her requeſt, Then ſhe made as thoughe ſhee 
had ſent to his Inne to giue woꝛd, that they ſhould not ta⸗ 
rie fo2 him. And after much communication, ſupper was 
placed vppon the table, ſerued in with manye deuiſes; and 
ſondꝛie delicates abundantly,and ſhe with like ſirigbts cõ⸗ 
tinued the ſupper, till it was darke night. And when they 
roſe from the table, Andreuccio made haſt ta departe, but 
thee would not ſuffer him, tellinge him that Naples was a 
towne fo ſkraight of oꝛders, that none might walke abꝛode 
in the night, and ſpecially ſtraungers. And that like as ſhe 
had ſent woꝛd, hom they ſhould not tary fox him at ſupper, 
euen lo ſhe had done faz his bedde. All which Andreuccio 
beleeuing, and taking pleaſure, that he was with his ſiſter 
(deceined though be were of his falſe beliefe) was wel cũ⸗ 
tented to tarie. Their talke and cõmunicatiõ after ſupper 
was ok purpoſe dilated and pꝛotracted, and one part of the 
night being ſpent, ſhe lelt Andreuccio in his chamber go⸗ 
ing to bedde. and a litle boye to waite vpon him to ſee that 
he lacked nothinge, and ſhee with ber women went into as 
nother chamber. The time of the peare was very hotte, 
wherefoze Audreuccio being alone, ſtriped himſelke, and 


laid his hoſe and doublette vnder his beddes head, and de⸗ 
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ſierous to go to the pꝛiuie, he aſked the boie where it was, 
who pointing to the dooze, in a cozner of the chamber, ſaid 
vnto him: Goe in there. Andreuccio ſafelp wente in, and 
chaunced by Fo2 tune to ſet his foote vpon a bozde , which 
at both endes was looſe from the ioyſt, whereuppon it lay, 
by reaſon whereofthe bozd and he tombled downe into the 
Jake g: and God ſo loued him, that in the fall he receiued 
no hurt, although it were ofa good height, ſauing he was 
imbꝛoined and arr aied, with the dunge of the place, wher⸗ 
ol the Jakes was full. Which place (to the intent you may 
the better vnderſtand, what is ſaid, and what ſhall follow) 
even as it was J wil deſcribe vnto you. There was in a lis 
tle ſtraighte entrie (as manye times we ſee betweene two 
bouſes) certaine bozdes lated vppon two Joiſtes, betwene 
the one houſe and the other. Uppon which, was placed the 
ſeate of the pꝛiuie, one of which bozdes was the ſame, that 
fill do wne with Andreuccio, who now being in þ bottome 
of the Jakes, ſozowfull fo2 that ſodaine chaunce, cried 
oute to the boie foz helpe. But the bote ſo ſoone as hee 
hrarde, that hee was fallen, wente in to tell bis maiſtres, 
whoe by and by ranne into his Chamber, to ſeeke fo2 his 
clothes: and when ſhe had founde them, e in the ſame his 
monep, which Andreuccio like a foole, without miſtruſte, 
ſtill caried about him: ſhe now poſſeſſed ching, foꝛ which 
ſhe had befoze laied þ ſnare,in fapning herſelfe toſbe of Pa- 
| lermo,# the doughter ot one of Perugia. And caring no 15s 
ger koꝛ bim, ſhe ſtraight way ſhut faſt þ pziup dooze,whers 
at he wentfozth when he fell. Andreuccio ſeing þthe boie 
would not aunlwere, began to cry out a loude, but all was 
in vaine: wherfoze ſuſpecting the cauſe. c beginning ſome⸗ 
what to late, to vnderſtande the deceipt, he lept ouer a litle 
wall, which cloſed v place from the ſight ofthe ſtreat. And 
when he was in the open ſtreate, he went to the doꝛe ok the 
houle, which he knew well pnough, makinge a noiſe,rap- 
ping hard q long at þ dooze, but it was in vatue. Fo? — 
caule, 
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cauſe, be began to complaine and lamente, like bntooneÞ 
manifeſtly ſaw his miſfoztune, ſaping. Alas, in howe litle 
time baue J ſoft five hfidzed crownes, and a ſiſter, And al⸗ 
ter many other woꝛds, he begã againe to bofiſe at h dooze, 
and to crie out. Me rapped ſo long, and cryed ſo loude, as he 
waked manye ol the neighbours there aboutes, who not as 
ble to ſuffer that noyle, roſe out of their beds, g amonges 
others, one of the maides of the houſe (fapning her felfe to 
be ſlepie) looked out at the window and ſaid in great rage. 
Nhat noile fs beneath: Dh ſaide Andreuccio, do pee not 
know me: J am Andreuccio,p bꝛother of madame Flore- 
delice, Thou haſt dꝛoncke to much me thinketh(quoth the 
maide) go ſleepe and come agaiae to moꝛo w. J know none 
called Andreuccio, no; pet do vnderſtand what thou mea 
neſt by thoſe fooliſh woꝛds, get thee hence good man, x let 
vs ſleepe I pzap thee. Why (ꝙ Andreuccio)doeſt thou not ?? 
heare me, what I ſay : Thou knoweſt me well pnough,if ?? 
thou wilt, but if the Scicilian kinred be ſo ſone foꝛgotten :?? 
Giue me my clothes, which J haue left behinde me, and J ?? 
will go hence with al my hart. Mherrat y maide laughed ?? 
and ſaidt. I thincke the man is in a dꝛeame, and with that ?? 
ſhe tourned herſelke & ſhut faſt the window; 'Andreuccio ?? 
now ſure & certaineof his loſſes, attached with incredible 
ſ\ozow,conuerted his anger into rage, thoughte to recouer 
by anotaunce, that which be could not get with fayze woꝛ⸗ 
des. Therefore taking vp a bigge ſtone, he began againe 
with greater blowes, to beate at the dooze, Which when 
manpe of the neighbours (that befoze were waked oute of 
their lleepe and riſen) did heare, thinking that it was ſome 
troubleſome felow,p counterfeited thoſe woꝛds, to anoye 
the good wife of the houſe, and all they likewiſe troubled 


with the noyſe: loking out of the windowes, began to rate 


him with one voice ( like a ſozte of Curres ot one ſtreate, 
which doe baule and barke at a ſtraunge Dogge that 
palleth by) ſayinge. This is to much ſhame and villanie, 
L iii. to come 
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a ** focome tothe houſes of boneſt women at that time ofche 
I night, and toſpreakeſuchfonde woꝛdes. Wlherefoze(gooy 
© man)gette thee bence koꝛ Gods ſake, and let vs ſleepe. Ik 
thou haur any thing to do with the good wile, come againe 

to moꝛrow, and diſquiet vs no tnoze to night. Mith which 
wooꝛdes, as pooze Andreuccio was ſomewhat appealed, 
one that was within the bouſe, a Ruffian(that kept ÿ good 
wife) whom Andreuccio neuer ſaw, noz heard befoze:loo« 
ked out of the windowe, and with a bigge # hozrible voice, 
demaunded who was beneath: Mhereat Andreuccio lif: 
ting vp bis head, ſaw one, that ſo far as be could perceiue, 
ſeemed to be a long lubber ca large, with a blacke beard, 

and a ſterne biſage, looking achougbe he were newly ry- 
ſen from bedde, ful of ſleepe, gaping and rubbing bis eyes. 
Whom Andreuccioaunſweared in fearefull wiſe, ſaping: 
A am the good wines bꝛother of the houſe. But the Nutli⸗ 
an interrupting his anlweare, ſpeaking moꝛe ſiexcely then 
la at the firſt, ſaid : I know not who thou arte but. it A come 
es downe, I will ſo codgel and bombaſte thee, as thau ſhalte 
«c not be able to ſturre thy ſelfe,like an alle and dzouke bealk 
cc As thou art, which all this night wilt not ſuffer us to llepe, 
cc And with theſe woꝛdes turning himſelfe aboute, he ſbutte 
tc the windowe, Diuers of the neigbbours ( which kne we 
better the conditions of that terrible Ruffian ) ſpeakinge 
faire to Andreuccio, ſaide vnto him. Foz Gods ſake good 
man, depart hente in time, ſuffer not thy ſelfe to be ſlaine: 
gette thee hence ( an other) and ſaye not but thon haddeſt 
warning. Whereat Andreuccio being appalled, & with 
the Ruffians woozdes and ſight amazed, moued likewiſe 
by the counſatleof the neighbours, that ſpake to him as he 
thoughte,in charitable wyle, toke his waye to retourne to 
his June, the ſozowfulles mã that euer liut d, and in grea⸗ 
teſt deſpaire, fo2 loſſe oł his money. Turninge that way, 
wherein he was guided by a litle girle the daye afoze, and 
anoped with the ſtenche that he felt about him:deſirous, to 
go to 
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goe to the ſea ſide to waſhe him, hee declined to muche on 
the left hande, taking the waye vp to the ſtreat called La 
Ruga Catellana, and as hee was marching vp the higheit 
parte of che citie,by chaunce he ſawe twoo men befoze him, 
with a lanthozne itght, in one of their handes, coming tax 
wardes him,fo2 auopding of whom(becauſe he feared that 
it was the watche,o2 ſome other ill difpoſed perſones) hee 
bidde him ſelke in an olde houſe harde by. But they (as of 
purpoſe) went to the very ſame place. Where one of them 
diſcharging hym ſelfe, of certaine inſtrumentes of pꝛon, 
whiche he bare bpon his backe, both of them did be we, and 
ſuruete thoſe pꝛons, debating of diuers thinges touching 
the lame, and as thep were talking togethers, one of them 
ſaydet what meaneth this * I [mel the fouleſt ſtenche, that 
ever Ikelte iu all mp lite. And when he had ſapd ſo, he life 
ted vp the Lanthoꝛne, and eſpied miſerable Andreuccio, 
couchin x behinde the wall, aud being afrayde , aſked who 
it was, Andreuccio helde his peace. But they appzoching 
neare him with their lighte, demaunded what bee made 
there, ſo fthely araied. To whom Andreuccioreherſed þ 
whole aduenture as it chaficeth. ho conſidering þ cauſe 
of that miſfo2tune,ſapd one to an other: this no doubt was 
done in Che houſe of Scarabone Butta Fuoco: and tourning 
towardes Andreuccio,one of them ſapde vnto him. Good 
m7, although thou halt loſtthy money,yet thou haſt great 
cauſe to pzaple God: that it was thy chaunce to kalle, and 
not to enter againe into the houſe, Fo2 if thou haddeſt noc 
fallen, aſſure thy ſelfe, that when thou haddeſt bene a ſlepe, 
thy thꝛote had bene cutte, and ſo with thy money, ſhouldeſt 
haue loſte thy life. But what auaileth it nowe, ta wepe and 
lamente. Foy thou ſhalt ſo ſone plucke the ſtarres out of 5 55 
Skye, as euer retouer one peny of thy loſſe. And without »5 
doubt he will kill thee, if hee vnderſtande that thou make »» 
any woꝛdes thereof. Then they had ſapde ſo, and had giu? 55 


him that admonition, they comkozted him in this — 25 
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Andreuccio. 


ce Food felowe, we doe lament thy ſtate « And therefoꝛe if 
© thou wilt ioyne thy ſelf with vs, about an enterpꝛiſe, which 
< we baue in hande:we warraũt thee, thou ſhalt get a great 
ce peale moꝛe tben thou haſt loſte. Andreucciolike one in ex⸗ 
treame diſpaire, was content. The date befoze was buried 
one Meſſer Philippo Minutulo, an Archebiſhop of Na- 
ples, in riche pontificalles and oznamentes , with a Rubie 
vpon his finger, that was wozth fine hundzed Ducates of 
golde. whome they purpoſed to robbe and diſpoile, telling 
Andreuccio the whole oꝛder of their intent: who moze cos 
uetous, then well aduiſed, went with them. And going to⸗ 
wardes the great church: Andreuccio his perfume began 

ce to ſente very ſtrong, whereupon one ok them ſayde. It is 
ce not poſſible to deuiſe a waye, that this ſhitten beaſte maye 
ce waſhe him lelke in ſome place, that he ſtinke no moze thus 
cc filthelie : es. quod the other. There is a pitte here harde 
cc bp, ouer whiche there hangetha pulley, and a great buc⸗ 
6c ket, where we map pꝛeſently waſhe him. When they were 
come to the pitte,they founde the rope , hanging Mill vpon 
the pulley, but the bucket was taken away:wherefoze they 
thought beſte to tie him tothe rope, & to let bim downe the 
pitte to waſhe him ſelfe. And that when he was waſhedhe 
ſhould wagge the rope, and they woulde hoiſte him vp a⸗ 
againe. Mhiche they did. But it chaunced, that whiles he 
was thus clenſing him ſelfe in the pitte : The watche of 
the citie(becauſe they wette, and the night was very hot) 
being dꝛie and thirſtie, came to the pitte to dꝛinke. The os 
ther twoo, perceiuing the watche at hande, lekt Andreuc- 
cio in the pitte, and ranne awaye. The watche, whiche was 
come thether to dꝛinke, perceiued not, thoſe two that were 
fledde , And Andreuccio being ſtill in the bottome ; when 

be had clenſed him ſelfe , began to wagge the rope. The 
watche ſitting downe bythe pittes ſyde caſte of their clo» 
kes, and layde downe their halbardes, and other wea⸗ 
pons, and began to dꝛawe vp the rope, thinking ** 25 
 YUuckes 
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bucket full of water, was tied to the ſame , When An- 
dreuccio was haled bp, to the buncke of the pitte, hee fo» 
ſoke the rope, and caſt him ſelfe with one of his handes vpõ 
the ſyde of the ſame. When the watche ſawe that, they foz 
feare ranne away ſo fafte as they could, without ſpeaking 
any wozde.TUherof Andreuccio did marueile bery much. 
And ik he had not taken good holde, he had fallen agayne 
downe to the bottome,to his great hurt, and peraducnture 
not without peril of his life. Notwithſtanding, being out 
of the pitte,and finding halberdes,+ other weapons there, 
which he knew wel, his fellowes bzought not with thẽ: he 
then began muche moze to wonder . But betwene feare & 
ignozaunce of that which happened, complaining him ſelf 
of his harde foztune, without touching of anything, be des 
termined to go from thence,and wandzed he could not tell 
whether. But as he was departing from that place, be met 
bis fellowes, retiring backe to dꝛawe him vp. And when 
they perceiued him alredie haled out of the pitte, they wer 
wonderkullyabaſhed, and aſked who dzewe him out. An- 
direuccio made aunſwere, that he coulde not tell, rehear⸗ 
ling to them in oꝛder, what had chaũced, and ofthe things 
be founde without. Thep vnderſtanding the matter, lau⸗ 
gbed, and tolde him againe the cauſe , wherefoze they ran 
awaye,aud what they were that dꝛewe him vp. And with 
out further talke(being then about midnight) thep repai⸗ 
red to the great churche . Into the whiche they eaſely en⸗ 
tred. And wente to the Tombe, whiche was of Par ble, ve⸗ 
rie huge and weightie : The couer whereof being verye 
great, with their crowes of pꝛon, and other too les, they life 
ted vp ſo larre, as one man was able to enter, which doen, 
one aſked an other, who ould goe in? Not J quod one, „ 
and not J (quod the other) No, no I quod Andreuccio. „ 
The other twoo hearing Andreuccio ſape ſo, ſtepped vnto ,, 
bpm, ſaping, Milte thou not goe in? By the kaythe wee „ 
owe to God : if thou goe not in, we will ſo beate thee, way 2 
one o 
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e one ok theſe yꝛon barres, as thou ſhalt neuer ſturre againe, 
. ce out of this place. Andreuccio being made their common 
= riding foole:greatly fearing, when he heard them ſaye ſo, 
. went in. And when he was in the graue, he ſayde vnto him 
ſeife. Theſe good felowes do make me goe in, becauſe thep 
9 would deceiue me. Foz when Jhaue geuen them all, that 
5 ig here, and J readie tocome out, they mrane to runne as 
* waie to ſaue them ſelues, and to leaue me behinde, without 
. any parte thereof : Wherfoze he purpoſed firſt, to take his 
owne poꝛcion to him ſelfe. And remembzing the Ring of 
1 great valour, whereok they tolde him : ſo ſone as he was in 
i the graue, he pulled it of from the Archebiſhops finger , & 
1 put it vpon his own. And after war des taking the Croſſe, 
5 che Miter, x the Gloues,vdiſpoyling him euen to his ſhy2t, 
he gaue them all ſaying. That chere was nothing els. But 
they pꝛeſſing vpon him that there was a ring behinde, wil- 
led him thꝛoughly to make ſearche fo? it: howe beit he ſill 
aunſwered that he could not finde it. And becauſe he would 
make them to tarie a litle longer, he fained as though he 
had made a further ſrarche. The other ſo ſubtile and mali⸗ 
cious as he. bad him to ſeke ſtil:# whe they ſaw time, they 
toke away the pꝛoppes, that ſtaied vp the Tombe, and ran 
a wape, leauing pooze Andreuccio faſt ſhutte in the graue. 
Mhiche when Andreuccio perteiued, what chaunced to 
bim then, eche man map conſider. Then he aſſaied ſome tt- 
mes with his ſhoulders, ſometimes with his head, to re⸗ 
moue the couer, but all was in vaine. Wlherefoze even fo 
>berie ſoʒowe, he fell in a ſownde vpon the dead bodie of the 
Bilhop, And if a man had ſeene them both at that inſtant, 
it coulde not well haue bene diſcerned, whether was the 
: dead coꝛps, the Archebiſhoppe dead, oz pooze Andreuccio 
[ dying. But after he was come to himlſelf,he begã piteouſly | 
k to complaine, ſeing hee was arriued , fo one of theſe twoo 
0 endes, either in the Tombe to die koz hunger, and with the 
Kenche ok the dead bodie, putrifping with wozmes, if no 
man 
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man came to open itꝛoꝛ els to be hanged as a thlefe , if hee 
were founde within. And as he was in thele cdliderations, 
toꝛmented with ſoꝛo we: he heard a noyſe in the church of 
diuers men, who as he thought, came to the like facte, that 
he and his felowes had done befoze , wherewith his feare 
began muchmoze to augmente. But afcer they had ope⸗ 
ned the graue and ſtaped it vp, it came in queſtion amõgs 


them, who ſhould go in. And when they had contended a 


good ſpace about che ſame . A pꝛieſt that was in the com⸗ 
panie ſapde. Why are pe afrapde? Doe ye thinke that bee 
will eate pou ? Che dead neuer eate men: J will go in my 
ſelfe. And when he had ſayde ſo, he laied him downe vpon 
his bꝛeſte at the lide of the graue, and chzuſting his feete in 
befoze,he went downe. Andreuccio ſeing that, erected him 
ſe!fe vpꝛigbt e caught the Pꝛieſt by one of the legges.ma⸗ 
king as though he would haue dꝛawen him in: which whẽ 
the prieſt perteiued, he cried out a loude, ſpeeding him ſclf 
out, ſo kaſt as he could. CU herewithal the reſt diſmaied,al- 
moſte out af their wittes, leauing the graue opt, toke their 
legges and ran, as though a hundꝛed thouſand deuels had 
bene at their tailes:whiche ſeing Andreuccio(moze topful 
then he looked fo2)lepte out ofthe graue, and ran as faſte 
as he could out of the Churche,attheplace where be came 
in. At what time dayelight began to appeare, and he with 
the ringe on his finger, wandzed he wilte not whether, tyll 
he came tothe Seaſive,and at length recouered his Inne, 
where he kounde his companie and his hoſte al chat night, 
taking greate care fo2 him. To whome recompting that 
whiche chaunced, his hoſte gaue him aduiſe incontinentlp, 
to get him out of Naples, whiche pꝛeſently be did: and ree 

tourned to Perugia, hauing beſfowed bis. v. C. crownes 

vpon a rynge, whiche he thought to haue imploted 
vpon hozles: Foz whiche cauſe he made 
that tournep. 
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The Erle of Angiers 


© The Erleof Angiers being falſely ealed. was ba, 
niſhedoutoft Fraiznce,; 1d left his twoo ſonnes in ſondry 
places in Englande, and retourning (vaknowen)by Scot- 
lande founde theim in orcatauthoritic ,aftcrwardes he 
repayred in the habite of a ſeruaunte, to the Frenche 
kinges armie. And being knowen to be umocent, WAS a- 
gaine aduaunced to his firit eſtate. 


The. xxxvy.Nonell 


[PEPE He Romaine Empire being tranffer- 
A 
4 


. 
U 


Y hb FED from the Frenche, bnto the Al⸗ 
8 


70 DN ances: there roſe a great diſtencion 
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* betwene bothe the nacions, and in che 
5 N ende a crueil and continuall warre. 
NS = Fo2 whiche cauſe , as well foz the de · 
— === lence of his kingdome , as to offende 
his ennemies, the Frenche king and one of bis ſonnes. 
with all the power of their owne Realme, and ol their 
frendes and allies, aſſembled a great hoſte of menne,to en⸗ 
cotntre with their enemies:and befoze they pꝛoteaded, be⸗ 
cauſe they would not leaue their realme without a gouer⸗ 
nour,knewing Gualtieri, Erle of Angiers, to be a gentle g 
ſage knight, and their moſte truſtie krend, and that he was 
a man moſte expert in the art of warfare, ſeming vnto th? 
(notwithſtanding) moze apt to pleaſure, then paine, lefte 
him Lientenaunt generall in their place, koz tbe gouerne⸗ 
ment of the whole kingdome of Fraunce: and pꝛoteded in 
their enterpꝛiſe. The Erle then began with great knowe⸗ 
ledge, and by good oꝛder, to execute bis office committed 
vnta hym, doynge nothinge withoute the conſente ol the 
Queene, and her fayze daughter in lawe, althoughe they 
were lefce to be vnder his cuſtodie and gouernement, pet 
neuertheles, he honoured them as his Bailtreſſcs and ſu- 
periours» 
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periours. The Erle Gualtieri was a beautiful perſonage, 
about the age of fourtie peares , ſo familiar and well con. 
dicioned, as any gentleman could be, and belides that, hee 
was the moſte excellent and trimmeſt knight that was 
kno wen in thoſe dayes, and one moſte comelie in his appa⸗ 
rell. It chaunced that the king and his ſonne, being at the 
war res akoze ſaide, che wite of the Erle died in the meane 
whyle, leauing him one lp coo litle pong childzen,a ſonne 
anda doughter, whiche he had by her. Me then krequen⸗ 
ting the court, ot the afozeſatd ladies, talking manp times 
with theim about the affatres of the Nealme: che wife of 
the kinges ſonne, ſixed her eyes vpon him, and with great 
affection ( foʒ his perſone and vertues) feruently embꝛa⸗ 
ted hym with ſecrete loue And knowing her ſelfe to bee 
yonge and freſhe , and him to be without a wyfe , thought 
(ſodainlp) to bzing to paſſe , that whiche thee deſired , and 
thinking that nothing could lette it, but anelye ſhame to 
diſcouer it, ſpee purpoſed veteriye to abandone the ſame, 
And bppon a daye beyng alone, ce ſente one to ſeeke the 
Erle, as though ſhee would haue communicated with bim 

of other matters. The Erle whoſe mynde was karre diffe- 
rent, kram the Ladles, incontinentlye came vnto her: wha 
beyng ſette downe together vppona bedde (whiche ſhe des 
ſired) alone in a chamber, be aſked her twyſe, vpon what 
occauon ſhe ſent to2 bym: and ſhe hauing nothing to laye 
vito hym. pꝛeſſed in the ende, and rapte with loue waxed 
verie ſhamekaſte and almoſte wepinge, and quaking foz 
feare, with faynte wooꝛdes , beg an to ſape as foloweth. Pp 35 
derely beloued and louing krende, and Lozde, you map ea⸗ „ 
lely kname (beyng a wyle man as you bee) the frailtie of »5 
men and wamen:and by diuers conſiderations, the weake⸗ „ 
neſle to bemoze in the one, then in the other. Mherckoze 55 
(befozea iuſt iudge ) one fault of diuerſe qualities, ought 35 
not of reaſon to receiue one like puniſhement. Mozeouer, '55 
whois be that will ſape, that a pooze mano} W FF) 

gette 


cc not moze to be repzebended, ik they become amourous, and 
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«c getteth their lining with the labour of their bodie, ought 


«« lubiect to theit luſtes, then the riche Ladye whichetaketh 
cc no care fo2 her lung , oz wanteth any thing that ſhee deſi- 
tc reth. Truelp I! beleue there is none that will ſaye ſo 2 fo; 
ce which reaſon I ſuppoſe, that the things befozeſayd,onghe 
cc to {true the greateſt partotthe excule; to the aduauntage 
tc of ber that doth poſlelſe them: If it happen that ſhee gene 
c« her ſelfe fully to che conductions of loue: and the ſuperflu⸗ 
cc {age of her ſaide cxcuſe, ought tocouliſte , in that ſhee bath 


cc choſen her a ſage and vertuous krende, if ſhee that loueth, 


ce hath done ſo in dede.CQhiche twoo thinges as they ought 
cc to be(in mp iudgement) lothey are in me, and many other | 
ec alſo:whiche ought to induce me to loue, accoꝛdingly as mp | 
ce youth requireth, and the great diſtaunce that is betweene 
«« my huſbande and mer. Jt behoueth nowe then, that they W |; 
t ſhould aduauntce them ſelues in your pꝛeſence, fo2 the de- \ 
et fence of my burning laue: and if the ſame do raine in you, 
4e whiche haue power in the wiſe, then I] beſeche you togeue 
tc me counlaple and aide in the thing which I ſhal demafide, 
cc True it is, that foʒ the long abſence of my huſbande ( not as 
ce ble to reſiſt the pzickes of the fleſhe , and the fozce of loue) 
cc whiche be of ſuche great effect, that they haue many times 
cc paſt, and pet daily do vanquiſhe and ouercome, not only ft⸗ 
te hle and weake women, but alſo the ſtrongeſt men. J liuing 
« in eaſe and idlenes as you ſe.and foꝛced to folowe the plea- 
tc {ures ot loue and to become amourous:and as J do knowe 
< well, that ſuche thinges (ik they were knowen ) ſhould not 
< be reputed honeſt. Neuertheleſſe, the ſame being kepte ſe⸗ 
cc crete, J truſte ſhall not be repꝛocheful. Notwithſtanding, 
© dame Loue is ſo fatourable vnto mee, that not onely ſhee 
et hath geuen me true iudgement, in choiſe of a frende , but 
tc hath reueiled vnto me, that it is you, whiche is woꝛthp to 
ce he befoued,offuch a Ladie as J am. Fox if Jbe not great» 
«-lpe deceiued, I doe make accompte, that pou be the fayzeſt 
per ſonage, 
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perſonage, the lemelieſt, the moſte turteous, and wyſeft 5» 
gentleman, in all the Nealme of Fraunce. And as J mape 2» 
ſaye, by reaſon of his abſente, that Jam without a huſband »» 
ſo may vou affirme, that you be without a wife: wherefoze >» 
1 beſeche you, koꝛ the loue that J beare vnto pou, that you 2» 
will not denye me pour loue and frendſhip , and that you 5» 
will haue pitie vpan my poung peares, wbiche doubtles >2 
do conſume fo2 pou, as I ſee againſt che fierie flames. At 5 
which woꝛde the teares ran downe in ſuch aboundance, as 
where ſhe thought to make further ſupplication pꝛaiers 
{he had na moze power to ſpeake. But holding downe her 
bead, Itke one that was onercome,ſhe thꝛew ber ſelf downe 
into the Eries lapve, who like a faithtull knight, began to 
blame (( with ſharpe rebukes ) her fonde and kooliche loue: 
puſhing ber from bym, as ſhee was about to clepe bim a⸗ 
boute the necke, and lwooze great othes, that rather hee 
woulde be daawen in peces, then conſent to ſuche a thing, 

to bee done by him, oz any other, againſt the honour of bis 
Lozde and maiſter. Abiche wop2des the Ladie hearing, 
ſodainly tazgat her loue, and in great rage, ſayde vnto him. 
Shall Ithen be kruſtrate, thou arrent villapne, in this »» 
wyſe ul my deſired ioye ? But ſithens thou goeſt about, to »» 
ſeke my deſtruction: I wtll cauſe thee to be put to death, 2» 
oʒ els tobe banyſhe d the woꝛlde. hen ſhe had ſapde ſo, >» 
by and by ſhe caught her felfe by;theheare of the head, and 
almoſte tare it of cleane, and then layde handes bppon her 
garmentes, renting the ſame in peeces, and after wardes 
cried out aloude. Velpe, beipe: The Erle ok Angers, wil 
raupche me by foxce « The Earle ſeeing that (and farre 
moꝛe daubting of che enuſe;, and malice of the Courte, 
then his awune canſciencesfo2 any committed facte; fearing 
alſoʒ that moꝛe credite would be geuen, to the wickedneſſe 

of the Ladie then to his innocencie ) conueighed him ſelfe 
from that plate, and ſo ſoone as hee coulde „her wente out 

of the palace, and fledde * owne houſe; where 
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without any further aduiſe;he placed his childzen on hoꝛſe⸗ 
vacke, and lo well as he coulde caried them to Callice. At 
the bzute and noyſe ol the Ladie, many people aſſembled, 
Who ſeing and hearing the occaſion of her crie, not onelp 
beleued ber woꝛdes, but alſo affirmed, that the pompouſe 
ſtate ofthe Erle, was vſed by him to bing to paſſe, tbeflect 
of his deſite. Then they ranne to the houles ofthe Er le, in 
great furie, to arteſte his perſone: but not finding hym 
tbere, they firſte ſacked his houſes , and afterwardes ouer⸗ 
thꝛewe them to the grounde. The newes hereof(ſo wicked 
as might be dettiſed ) arriued at the King and Dolphins 
Campe, whercof they were ſo troubled & offended,as they 
condempned the Erle, and all his pꝛogenie to perpetuall 
exile : pꝛomiſing great giftes and rewardes, to them that 
would pꝛeſent them quicke oꝛ dead. The Erle being offen⸗ 
ded in his conſciente, fo2 that he was fled, tunocent ol the 
fatte, made himſelk culpable therof, and artiued at Callice 
with his childzen, diſſe mbling what he was,ardfovainlye 
paſſed ouer into England, and in pooze apparelt;/travat- 
led bp to London. And befoze he entred the citie, he gaue 
bis childzf diners admoniciõs, but ſpecially of two things, 
Firſt, that they ſhould beare paciently the pouertie, wher⸗ 
unto foꝛtune (without their offence) had bꝛought theim. 
Akterwardes, that wile ly they ſhould take hede, at no time 
to manifeſte, and declare; from whence they tame, and 
whole childzen they were, as they loved the pꝛice of their 
owne lyues. The ſonne was named Levves, almoſte of the 
age ok nyne peares, and the doughter called Violenta, was 
about the age ot. vii. bothe whiche chyldzen, as their age 
could ſuffer them, did well obſerue their fathers heſt, as 
afterwardes it did right wel app*are . And becauſe 5 this 
might the better be bzought to palle, it ſemed good piito 
him, to alter their names, naming the ſonne Perotto; and 
the doughter Gianetta. And when they were /arriued at 
London, in maner of beggers:thep craued their almoſſe, 
being 
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being by koztune fo2 that purpoſe, one moꝛning at a church 
dooꝛe, it tame to paſſe that a great Lady, which was one of 
the Parſhalles of Englandes wines, in going out of the 
Church, ſawe the Erle and bis two litle childꝛen begging 
their almole, ol whom ſhe demaunded, what countrie mi 
he was, and whether thole childzen were his owne, oz not. 
To whom the Erle anſwered,that he was a Picarde, and 
by reaſon of a wicked facte, done by his eldeſt ſonne (that 
was an vnhappie boye) he was fozced to departe bis coun⸗ 
trie, with thoſe his twoo childzen. The Ladie whiche was 
pitifull, fixed her eyes vpon the gir le, who pleaſed her verie 
mucb, becauſe ſhe was beautifull, gentil, and amiable, ſay- 
ing. Good man, ik thou be content to leaue vnto mee, this 
thy litle doughter, which hath a good face, J will willing⸗ 
ly take her, if ſhe become a duetiful maiden, when ſhee is 
mariagable, I wil marie her in honeſt wiſe. This demaũde 
greatly pleaſed the Erle, who redely aunſwered,that hee 
was contented, and with teares trickeling downe his eyes 
he deliuered, and commended his pꝛetie doughter vnto 
her. And when he had thus well beſfowed her, he determi⸗ 
ned to tarrie no longer there, but in begging bis almoſe, 
traueiled chzough the countrie, with his ſonne Perotto, 
went into Males, not without great labour and paine, as 
one neuer accuſtomed to trauaple on foote. There dwelte 
one other of the kyng of Englandes Marchalles, that was 
of great authozitie, and kepte a noble houſe : To whole 
courte the Erle his ſonne, oktentymes repayꝛed, to pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe and begge their liuing: where one of the Parſhalles 
ſonnes, and other Gentlemens chyldzen , dopng certapne 
chyldyſhe ſpoꝛtes and paſtymes, as to runne and leape, Pe- 
rotto began to entermedle hym ſelfe amonges them ( who 
in thoſe games dyd ſo excellentlye well, as none was his 
better) whtche thyng diuers tymes the Parſhall pertei⸗ 
ning, well pleaſed with the oꝛder of the chylde, aſked of 
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mans ſonne, which many tymes camecbyther , to begge 
bis almoſe. The Marſhall deſiring to baue the childe, the 
Erle, whiche pꝛayed vnto God foz nothing els, liberalipe 
gauꝛ hym vnto hym, although it greeued hym, to departe 
from bim. The Erle then hauing beſtowed his ſonne and 
bis dougbter, determined no longer to tarrie in England, 
but ſo well as he coulde, he paſſed ouer into Jrelande, and 
when he was artiued at Stanfoꝛde, be plated him ſelle, in 
the leruice ofa man of armes, belonging to an Erle of that 
countrie, doing all thinges that did belong vnto a ſeruing 
man, oꝛ page: and not knowen to any man, bee continued 
there a long time, with great paine and toile. Violenta na 
med Gianetta, that dwelt with the Ladie at Londõ, grewe 
ſain peares, in beautie, in perſonage, and in ſuch grace and 
fa uour ot her loꝛd ꝶ lady, ⁊ of all the reſte of che houſe, & ſo 
well beloued ok al them v knew her, v it was meruatlous 
to ſee, All men that ſawe her maners and countenaunce, 
ludged her to be woꝛthy of great honour & poſleſſtons , by 
reaſon wherof, þ Lady that reteiued her of her father, not 
knowing what ſhee was, but by bis repozte , purpoſed to 
marrie her houaurablie, accoꝛding to her wozthineſle, But 
God the re warder of all mens delſertes, knowing her to be 
a noble woman, æ to beare ( without caule)the penaunce of 
an other mans offence , diſpoſed her otherwiſe, and to the 
intent,that this noble gentlewoman,might notcome into 
the handes,of a man ok ill condicions, it muſt be ſuppoſed, 
that that whiche came to paſſe, was by Gods own will and 
pleaſure, ſuſfred to be done. The gentlewoma, with whome 
Gianetta dwelte, had but one onely ſonne by her hulband, 
whiche both ſbee and t he father, loued verie dearelye : as 
well becauſe hee was a ſonne, as alſo that in vertue and 
good merites hee greatlye excelled. Foz hee ſurpaſſed all 
other in good condicions, valiaunce, goodnes, and beautie 
of perſonage, being about ſire yeares elder then Gianetta: 
who ſeyng the mayden, to be both kayze and comelye, be⸗ 
came 


The Erle of Angiers, 82 


came ſo farre in loue with her, as he eſfemed her aboue all 
thinges ol the wozlde. And becauſe he thought her to be of 
baſe parentage, he durſt not demaunde her, ok his father 
mother to wyfe. But fearing that he ſhould loſe their fa⸗ 
nourihe kept his loue ſecret, wherbphe was wozſe toꝛmt⸗ 
ted then if it had bene openlp knowT, And thereby it chafie 
cev,thzough Loues malice, he fel ſoze ſicke:Fo2 whoſe pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruation, were many Philitions ſent foz, who marking in 
him, all ſignes and tokens of ſickenes, and not knowing 5 
diſcaſe:were altogether doubcfull of his health: whereof 
the father and mother tooke ſo great ſoꝛowe and griefe,as 
was polſible., and many times with pitifull pꝛaiers, they 
demaunded of him, the occaſton of his diſeaſe. Towhome 
he gaue fo) aunſwere, nothing els but heauie lighes, and 
that he was like to conſume , and die fo2 weakeneſſe. It 
c<haunced bpon a dape there was bzought vntohim a Phis- 
ſicion, that was verp ponge; but in his ſcience pꝛokoundlie 
learned, and as he was holding him by the poulces, Gia- 
netta( who fo2 his mothers ſake, attended him very care⸗ 
fullp)entred vpon occaſion into the chamber, where he lay 
icke, and ſoſone as the ponge gentleman perceiued her, & 
that ſhe ſpake neuer a wooꝛde.oʒ made anp ſigne, oꝛ demons 
tration towardes him, he felte in his hart, to ariſe his moſt 
zmourous deſire , wherefoze his poulces beganto beate, 
aboue their common cuſtome, whiche thing the Pbiſicion 
immediatly pereciued and marueiled, ſtanding ſill to ſee 
bowe long that ficte would continue. Gianetta was no ſas 
ner gone out ofthe Chamber, but the beating ofthe poul⸗ 
tes ceaſed: where foze the Philcion thought, that he had 
founde out ſome part ofthe gentlemans diſeaſe, and a lit- 
le while after, ſeming to take occaſiũ to ſpeake to Gianetta 
holding him ffill by the armes he cauſed her to bee called 
in, and ſhe incontinently came: but ſhe was no ſoner entred 
the chambꝛe, but the poulces began to beate againe:# whe 
he departed, che beating ceaſed, Therupon the Phiſicton 
M tit, was 
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was thꝛoughly perſwaded, that be vnderſtode the effecte 
of his ſickenes, and therwithall roſe vp and taking the fa⸗ 
ce ther and mother aſide, ſayde vnto them. The health of your 
dc ſonne , Both not conſiſte in the helpe of Phiſicions, but re» 
c matneth in the handes of Gianetta your maide, as I haue 
ce perceiued by moſte manifeſt ſignes, which maide the pong 
4 man feruently doth loue. And pet (ſo farre as J perceiue ) 
ce the maide doth not knowe it: you therfoze bnderſtand now 
cc what to doe, if pou loue his lite. The gentleman and bis 
wie hearing this, was ſomewhat (atiſſted:fo2 ſo muche as 
remedy might be founde, to ſaue his life, although it gre⸗ 
ued theun greatly, that the thing whereof they deubted, 
ſhould come to paſſe , whiche was the mariage betwene 
Gianetta and their ſonne. The Philicto departed, and they 
repaired to their ſicke ſonne:the mother ſaping vnto him in 
te this wyſe. My ſoune , J would neuer haue thought , that 
« thou wouldeſt haue kept ſecret from mee, any parte of thy 
cc deſire:ſpecially, ſeiug that without the lame, thou doeſt re» 
cc Maine in daunger of death, Fo2 thou art, oʒ ought to be aſ« 
ce luxed, that there is nothing that map begotten, foꝛ thy cõ⸗ 
ce tentment, whatſoeuer it had bene, but it ſbould haue bene 
cc pꝛouided fo} thee, in as ample maner as fo2 mp ſelfe. But 
ce lithe thou haſt thus done, it chaunceth that our Loꝛd God, 
«« hath ſhewed moze mercy vpõ thee, then thou haſt done vpõ 
ec thy ſelke. And to the ende thou ſhalt not die ofthis diſeaſe, 
cc he hath declared vnto me, the cauſe of the ſame: whiche is 
cc none other, but the great loue, that thou beareſt to a ponge 
cc maiden, whereſoeuer ſhe bee. And in deede thou oughteſt 
ec not to be aſhamed,to manifeſt thy lone, becauſe it is meete 
c: and requiſite fo2 thyne age. Foz if J wiſt thou couldeſt not 
cc loue, JI would þ leſſe eſteme thee. Now thẽ my good ſonne, 
cc be not afraid, franck ly to diſcouer thine affection. Dꝛiue as 
ec wap the furie ⁊ thought, which thou haſt taken, x wberof 
cc this ſickenes commetb: Aud comfozt thy ſelfe. Bt ing allus 
cc ted, that thou ſhalt deſire nothing at my handes, that may 
25 be done 
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be done, but it ſhall be aecõpliſhed of mee, that loneth thee 53 
better then mine owne life: and therefoze expell from thee 2 
this ſhame and feare. And ſpare not to tell me, if I be able 2» 
to doe any thing, in that whiche thou loueſt. And ifrhou »» 
yerceiue , that J be not carcfulltobyzing it to paſſe, repnte 2» 
me fo2 the cruelleſt mother , that euer bare childe. The >> 
yonge gentleman hearing theſe woozdes of his mother, 
was firſt aſhamed, but after thinking with him ſelfe, that 
none was ſo well able to pleaſure him as ſhee ( dꝛiuing a- 
waye all ſhame ) laped to her in this wiſe, Madame, there „ 
is none other thing that hath made me, to kepe my loue fo „ 
fecrete, but that, whiche I ſee by cũmune pꝛoofe in many, „ 
whoafter they be growen co peares of diſcretion, doe ne- „ 
ver remembꝛe that they haue bene ponge. But foz ſo much „ 
as herein J doe ſee your Ladiſhip diſcrete and wyſe, J will „ 
not onely affirme that to be true, whiche you baue percet- ,, 
ued in me, but alſo I will confeſſe what it is, vpon condi- ,, 
tion. that the cffece ſhall folswe your-pomile ,{ofarreag „ 
lueth in pou , and whereby pau ſhalbe able to recouer my „ 
life. hereunto p mother truſting to much in that, which „ 
ſhe ougbe not to haue accompliſhed, foꝛcertaine conſidera - „ 
tions, which afterwardes tame into her minde: Anſwered „ 
him liberally, that he might boldly diſcouer all his deſire, 
and that fo:thwith ſhe would bꝛing the ſame ta paſſe. Pa⸗ „ 
dame(fapde the ponge man then) the great beautie, and cõ⸗ ,,. 
mendable qualities ot᷑ pour maiden Gianetta, whom as pet ,, 
not only Jbaut no power to intreate, to take pitievpo me, „ 
but alſo I haue made no wigbt in the we2ld , pꝛiuie of this „ 
mp loue. The not diſcloſing and ſecrecie of whoſe loue, hath ,, 
brought me in caſe pau ſee = And il ſo be the thing, whiche „ 
you haue pꝛomiſed, doe not by one meane oz otber come ,, 
to paſſe, aſſu re pour ſelte, that m lie is but ſhozte. The ,, 
Ladie knowing, that it was moze tyme to coamfozte , then „ 
zarepzehende, ſayd vnto him fmiling. Alas my ſonne, were „ 
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whole let me alone. The ponge gentleman being put in 
good hope, ſhewed in litle time cokens and ſignes, ot great 
amendement. IUherok the mother was marueilous glad, 
diſpoſing her ſelfe to pꝛoue, howe ſhe might obſerue that, 
which the had pꝛomiſed. And on a day calling Gianetta vu 
to her, demaunded in gentle wiſe , by waye of mery calke, 
cc it ſhe had not gotten her a louer. Gianetta with face al blu. 
cc ſhing, aunſwered Madame, J haue no nede therok, g much 
cc mozʒe vnſemelp, foʒ lo pooze a damoſell as Jam, to medita« 
cc te 02 thincke vpon louers, whiche am baniſhed, from mp 
ce frendes and kinſfolke: remaining in ſeruice as J doe , To 
e whom the Lady (aide. It pou haue none, wee will beſtowe 
ce one vpon you, whiche ſhall content your minde, and make 
ee pour life moꝛe delectable ⁊ pleaſaunt, Foz it is notmeete, 
cc that ſo faire a mapde as you be, ſhould continue without a 
cc loner. Whereunto Gianetta anſwered. Madame, waying 
t with my elfe, that you haue taken me from my pooze fa« 
ae ther,and bzought me vp as pour doughter: It becommeth 
eme to do that whiche plealeth you. Notwithãding, I min⸗ 
tende neuer to make anp coplaint to pou, fo? lacke of ſuch, 
cc but if it pleaſe ou, to geue me a huſbande, J purpoſe duti⸗ 
fully to loue and honour him. Foz my pꝛogenitours haue 
cc Icft me none other inheritaunce, but honeſtie, whiche J 
cc meane to kepe, ſo long as my life indureth.Theſe-woozdes 
to the Ladye, ſemed contrary to that, whiche ſhee deſired 
to knowe , to atchieue her pzomple made to her ſonne , al⸗ 
though (lyke a wpſe Ladie) to her ſelfe, hee greatly pꝛap⸗ 
ce ſed the Damoſell,and ſayde vnto her. But Gianetta, what 


cc it my Loꝛde the Kyng (whiche is a pounge Bꝛince, and 


te yu a fayze mayden ) woulde take pleaſure in pour loue, 
cc woulde pon refuſe him 4 Mhereunto the mapde ſodapnlye 


cc aunſweted. The Kyng mape well fozce mee, but by cons + 


ſent, he Hall neuer obtapne the thing of mee that is diſho- 
neſte . The Lade concepuyng the courage, and ſtout⸗ 
neſſe of the mapden in good parte; ſayde no moze vnta 
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der:but thin king to put the matter in pꝛooke, che colde her 
ſonne, that when he was whole, ſhe woulde put them both 
in a chamber that he mighte haue his pleaſure vppon ber. 
Fo! ſhe thought it diſhoneſt, to intreate her maide koz her 
ſonne, becauſe it was the office ofa Rufftan. The pong mã 
was nothing contented therewith, whereby hee ſodainlye 
waxed ſicke againet which the Ladpe percetulnge,openey 
her whole intkt to Gianetratbutfinding her moze conſtãt, 
then tuer ſhe was befoze: ſhe told her hulband, all that be 
had done, whoe agreed (althougbe againſt their willes) to 
glue her to be his wife, thinkinge it better (their ſonne [ps 
uing) to haue a wife vnagreeable to his eſtate, then to ſuf« 
ker him to die koz her ſake. UAhich after great conſultatid, 
they concluded, wbereof Gianetta was matuelouſlye well 
pleaſed, and with devout harte gaue thankes to God, ko 5 
he had not foꝛgotten her. And yet foz all that, ſhee woulde 
ut uer name her ſelke other wiſe, then the doughter ofa Pi ⸗ 
carde . The yong ſonne waxed whole incontinently, x was 
maried, the beſt contented man aliue, and began to diſpoſe 
himlelke, louingly to lead bis life with ber. Perotto which 
did remaine in Tales with the other Barſhall of ß king 
of England, ſemblably increaſed, and was welbeloued or 
bis maiſter,and was a very comely & baliaunt perſonage, 
that the like of him. was not to be found in all the Iſtand. 
in ſuch wiſe as at Tomeis, Juſtes, and other factes of ar- 
mes, there was none in al the Countrie, comparable vnto 
him: wherefoze by the name of Perotto the Picarde, hee 
was knowen and renowmed. And like as God had not foꝛ 
rotten his ſiſter, euen ſo he ſhewed his mercifullrememe 
bzaunce- ofhim. Foz a certaine plague andmoztalicie,haps 
pened in that tountrie, which conſumed the one balſe of ß 
people there:beſtves that the moſt part of them that liued, 
were fleddefo2 feare into other countries, wherby þ whole 
pꝛouince, ſeemed to be abandoned and deſolate. Of which 
plague, the Parſhall hismailter,his|wife,and his ſonne, 
many 


The Erle of Angiers. 


many other bꝛothers, neuewes, & kinffolke died, ok whom 
remained na moꝛe, but his onely daughter. which was ma⸗ 
riageable, and ſome of his ſeruauntes, together with Pe. 
rotto,whom(after the plagues was ſomewhat ceaſed) the 
pong gentlewoman toke fo2 her huſband, thzough p couns 
ſaile and conſente, of certaine of the countrie people that 
were .aliue,becauſe he was a valiauntg-honel perfonage, 
and ol all chat inheritaunce , which her father lefte, ſhee 
made him. lozd-. A litle while after, the king of Englande 
vnderſtanding that the Parſhall was dead, and knowing 
the valour and ſtoutneſſe of Perotto the Picarde,he made 
bim to ſupplye the rowme of che deade Parſhall In 
this ſoꝛt in ſhoʒt time, it chaũced to che two innocent cbil⸗ 
dzen ofthe Erle of Angiers, which were left by him as loſt 
and quite fozlozne , It was then the xviti.yeare ſithens the 
Erle fledde from Paris, bauing in miſerable ſoꝛte ſuffred 
manye aduentures.CAho ſeinge bimſelle to begin to wars 
lde, was delirous(befng pet in Jrelande)to knowe (if het 
tould) what was become of his childzen. Wherefoze,per- 
cepuinge þ.be was wholy altred from his wanted fozme, & 
feeling himſelfe moze luſtie (thʒoughe the longe exerciſe & 
labour which he had ſuſteined in ſeruice)then he was in 5 
idle time of his pouth, he departed from his maiſter ( verye 
pooze and in ill apparel) ti whom hee had continued in ſer« 
uicen long time, and came into England to pplace where 
he bad lelt Perotto, and founde him to be Par ſhall of the 
tauntrie, q ſaw that he was in bealth, luſtie, and acomelye 
perſonage, which reioyſed him maruelouſly, but be would 
not make bimſelfe to be knowen to bim, till hee had ſt ene 
what was became of his daughter Gianetta: wherfoze tas 
king bis tourney,he reſted in no place till he came to Lon⸗ 
don And there ſecretely inquyzing of the Lady, mith mhã 
be had left his daughter, and ol her tate, be learned, that 
his doughter was her ſonnes wife, whereof hee toke exce · 
ding great pleaſure. And from that time fozth;he * 
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his aditerſitiespaſt, as nothing, ſith he bad found his chil⸗ 
dꝛen liuing, and in ſuch great honour. And deſitous to ſee 
her (began like a pooze man) to harbour himſelfe neare vn⸗ 
to her bouſe, whereuppon a certaine dape, beinge ſeene of 
Giacchetto Lamyens : ( t᷑ that was the name of the huſ- 
bande of Gianerta,) who hauinge pitie vppon him betauſe 
he was poo2e and old, commaunded one of his ſeruauncs, 
to haue him into the houle: g to giue him meate fo2 Gods 
ſake, which the ſeruaunt willingly did accdpliſh.Gianetta 
had many childꝛen by Giacchetto, of which the eldeſt was 
but eight peares olde: the fayꝛeſt and beſte fauoured chil- 
den of the woꝛlde. Who when they ſawe the Erle eate 
meate, they all came about him, and began to make much 
of him, as though by natures inſtruction, chey had knows 
him to be their Graundfather. And hee knowinge his ne⸗ 
phewes, began to ſhe w them tokens or loue and kindneſle, 
By teaſon whereof, the childꝛen would not go from him. 
although their gouernour did call them away, TWherfoze / 
the mother beinge tolde the ſame, came oute of a chamber 
vntothe place where the Erle was, and thzeatned to beate 
them, ikthey would not do as their maiſter bad them. The 
childzen begã to crie, and ſaid, ᷣ they would tary by p good 
man: that loued them better, then their maiſter did, wher⸗ 
at the Lady and the Erle began to laugh. The Erle not 
as a father, but like a pooze man, raſe vp to doe honour ta 
his daughter, becatiſe ſhee was a noble woman. Cancey⸗ 
ulng marueilous toy in his minde to ſee her: but ſhe knewe 
him not at all, neither at that inſtant, noꝛ after, becauſe he 
was ſo wonderfully tranſfozmed:and chaunged from that 
foꝛme, ge was wonte to be: Like one that was old, c gray 
beaded, hauſnge a bearde leane and weather beaten; res 
ſembling rather a common perſonne, then an Erle, And 
the Ladpe ſeinge that the childzen woulde not departe 
from him, but ſtill eryed when they were fetched awaye, 


ſhce willed the maiſter to let them alone. The chilvzen. 
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remeyning in this ſozt, with the honeſt pooze man, the fas 
ther of Giacchetto, came in the meane time, æ underſtode 
te this of their maiſter e v cared not foz Gianetta, ſaid. Let 
cc them alone with a miſchieke, to keepe companpe with beg · 
cc gers, oł whom they come. Fo2 of the mothers ſide, they be 
cc but verlettes childzen, g ther toge it is no marueile, though 
cc they loue their company. The Erle hearing thoſe wozds, 
was very ſoꝛomfull, notwithſtanding ( holding downe bis 
head) he ſuffred that iniurie, as well as he had done manpe 
other. Giacchetto which knew the mirth and ioy, that the 
childzen made tothe pooze man ( althoughe he was offen ⸗ 
ded wich thoſe wozds)aeuerthelefſe, made as much of the 
pooze Erle, as be did befoze, And when hee ſawe him to 
weepe;he commaſided that if the honefk pooze man, would 
dwel there to do ſome ſeruice, be ſhould be reteyned. Who 
aunſwearev, that he would tar rie there with a good will, 
but he ſaid that he coulde do nothinge els, but keepe hozſe, 
whereunto he was accuſtomed all the dayes of his life.To 
whom a hoꝛſe was appointed to keepe,and dailpe when he 
had dꝛeſled his hozſe, be gaue himſelfe to plap with þ chil⸗ 
dꝛen. MUhiles that Foztune thus dealt (accoꝛding top ma- 
ner aboueſaid) with the Erle of Angiers and his childzen, 
it chaficed that the French king (after many truces made 
with þ Almapnes) died, and in his place was crowned his 
ſonne:whoſe wife ſhee was, tbat cauſed the Erle to be ba» 
niſhed. Whenthe laſt truce with the Almaynes was expi⸗ 
red the warres began to grow moꝛe ſharpe, foʒ whoſe aide 
the king of Englad ſent vnta him(as to his nem kinſemã) 
a greate nomber of people, vnder the gouernement of Pe- 
rotto his Marſhall, and of Giacchetto Lamyens, ſonne of 
bis other Parſhall, with whom the pooze Erle went: and 
not knowen of any manne, remained a greate while in the 
Campe, as a ſeruaunt, where notwithſtanding,like a vali⸗ 
aunt man, with his aduiſe and deedes, he actompliſhed no⸗ 
table (hinges (moze then hee was required.) It chaunced 
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that in the time ofthe warres, the Frenche Queene was 
ve ry ſoze ſicke,# percepuing herſeifeat the point of death, - 
repenting her of all her ſinnes, and was confefleddeuoucly 

to the Archbiſhop-of Roane,who of all men, was reputed 

an holpe, and vertuous man: and amanges all her other 
ſinnes, ſhe tolde him of che great wzonge chat ſhe had done 

to the Erle of Angiers:ꝛand was not onelycontented;tores 
ucale the ſame to him alone, but alſo rehearſed the whole 
matter, befoe many other perſonages ot great honout:de 
ſiring them that they would wozke fo wich the king, that 
ifthe Erle were pet liuinge, oz anye of his childꝛen: they 
might be reſtoꝛed, to their ſtate againe. Mot long after 
the Queene departed,# was honourahite buried. (Which; 
confeſſion repoꝛted to the Ringe (after certaine ſozowfull; 
ſighes, fo2 the iniuries done tothe baliaunt man) hee amade 
Mꝛoclamation thzoughout all the Campe, and in many o⸗ 
ther plates, that whoſoeuer could bzing fozth the Erle of 
Angiers, o; anp of his childꝛen, ſhoulde foz every of them, 
receiue a great rewarde, becauſe he was innocente of that 
matter, fo2 which he was exiled, by the one in confeſſion ol 
the Queener and that he entended, to exaite him to his fu ⸗ 
mer eſtate, and moze higher then euer hee was. Mhich 
thing the Erle hearing (being in the habite ofaſeruaunt) 
knowing it to be true, by and by he wente to Giacchetto, #: 
Nayed him to repaire to Perotto, that they might come tos 
getber, becauſe he woulde manifeſt vnto them, the thinge 
which the kinge ſent to ſeeke fo. And when they were all 
thꝛee aſſembled together in a chamber: the Erle ſaide to 9» 
Perotto, that now be thought to let him vnderſtand, what 55 
he was, ſaying theſe wooꝛdes: Perotto Giacchetto whoe »5 
thou ſeeſt here hath eſpouſed thyſiſter, and neuer had pet 5» 
any Dowie. And becauſe ſhe mape not be deſtitute ol her 52 " 
Downie, J purpoſe that he and none other, ſhall haue the >» 1 
reward, which king hath pꝛomiſed to be ſo great. Thou »» 1 


ſhalt manifeſt thy ſelle Perotto, to be the ſonne of the Orla 55 
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ce of Angiers, and Violenta the wife of Giacchetto,to be thy 
ce ſiſter, and me to be the Erle ol Angers thy father. Perotto 
bearing this, and ſtedfaſtly beholving bim, began to know 
bim:and weeping, thꝛew himlelſe downe at his feete: and 
*© afcerwards imbzacing bim, laid. My deare father, vou are 
5 right hartely welcome. Giacchetto hearing firſt what the 
7% Erle had ſaide, and after ſeinge what Perotto did, he was 
* incontinently ſurpꝛiſed. with ſo great marueile and iope, 
W © that he knew not what to do: notwithſtandinge, geuinge 
credlte to his woꝛds, as being aſhamed of the oppzobzious 
. talke, which he had vſed towards 5 Erle, as to a ſeruaũt, 
if weeping, fell vowne at his feete : and humblie aſked par- 
3 don, foz all his raſhe behauiours towards him: which was 
curteoufly graunted vnto him by the Erle, who toke him 
vp. And after euerye of them, had a while debated of their 
Fortune,andhad well be wailed the ſame,and reioyſed one 
1 with another: Perotto and Giacchetto would haue newlp q 
E apparrelled the Erle, but he in no wiſe would ſuffer them. t 
„ And beinge deſirous that Ciacchetto, mighte haue aſſu⸗ a 
4 raunce of the rewarde pzomiſed,he woulde that he ſhoulde 
* fir ſt pꝛeſent him to the king, after that ſoꝛt in the habite of 
a ſeruaunte as he was, that hee mighte make him the moꝛe 
aſhamed. Then Giacchetto with the Erle (and Perotto 
after) came be foʒe the king: and offred to pꝛeſent the Erle 
and his childzen, if it ſhould pleaſe him to reward him, ac⸗ 
coꝛding to the Pꝛoclamation. The king incontinently caus 
ſed to be bzought foꝛth a reward of marueilous value, (as 
Giacchetto thoughte) and commaunded him foꝛthwith ta 
pꝛeſent the Erle e his childzen, accoꝛding to his pꝛomiſe. 
Giacchetto then tourned about: and placed befoze him, the 
©< Erle his ſeruaunt, and Perotto, ſaying. Sir, beholde the 
tc father and the ſonne, the doughter which is mp wyfe, is 
c not here. But by Gods helpe you ſhal ſee het ſhoꝛtly. The 
king hearing this, behelde the Erle: and albeit he was ſo 
greatlye chaunged, krom his fozmer kauour, after hee bed 
we 
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well viewed him. be knew him, and with teares ſlandinge 
in bis eyes, bee cauſed the Erle to riſe bp. that kneeled be⸗ 
foe him, kiſſing and imbzaſing him, and verp graciouſlye 
receiued Perotto; & commaunded foʒthwich that the Erle 
ſhould be reltozed to-apparell, ſeruaunc,hozſes,and furni⸗ 
cure, accozdtng to his ſtate and degree: which incontinent⸗ 
[ye was done: And mozeouer the kinge greatly honoured 
Guacchetto,and fozthwith veſtred to know, all their F02- 
tunes paſſed. And when Giacchetto had taken the great re⸗ 
ward, foz bzinging koꝛth the Erle and his childzen, ö Erle 
ſaid vnto him. Take cheſe ropall rewards of the king, my 
ſourraigne Loꝛd:and remember to tel chy father, that thy 
childzen, bis nephewes and mine, be no beggers bozne, ok 
their mothers ſyde. Giaechetto toke the reward, and caus ?? 
ſed his wike and his mother in Lawe, to come to Paris, 
like wile thither came the wife ol Perotto, where, with 
great iop and triumphe, they taried a tertaine ſpace wyth 
the Erle, to whom the kinge had rendzed all his goods: 
and had placed him in greater aucthozitie, then euer bee 

was befoze. Then euerp ot them toke their leaue, and 
retourned home to their owne houſes 2and from 
that time foꝛth the lald Erle, to thende ok * "GT, 
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C Giletta 4 Phiſitions donghter of Narbon. healed the 
French King of a Fiſtula, for reward v hereof he demaũ- 
ded Beltramo Counte of R oſsiglione to huſband. The 
Countebeing maried againſt his will, for deſpitefled to 
Florence, and lone& another; Gilerta His wife by pollicie 
founde meanes to lye with her huſ bande, in place of his 
Iouer, and was begotten with childe of two ſonnes: which 
knowen to her huſband he receiued her againe, and after- 
wards he liued in great konourand felicitie. 


T'be xxx viii. Nonmell. 


— S 3G N ta was a gentleman tal 
Fr 4 5 ed lſnardo, the Counte of Roſsiglione, 
fa [who becauſe he was ſickety and diſeaſed, 
* zepte alwayes in his houſe a Jhiſitton, 

52 Aer maiſter Gerardo u Narbona. 
r — Counte had one onely ſonne called 
— — vonge childe, amiable aud fapze. With 
whom there was nouriſhed and bzoaghtvppe;many other 
thildꝛen of his age, amonges whom ane ot the doughters 
of the ſaiv:Phificionz named Giletta, whu fur utntly fill in 
lone with Beltramo, moe then was meetefoꝛ a maiden of 
her age. This Beltramo mhen his father was deade, and 
left buder the royall cuſtody of the king, was ſente to Pa« 
ris, foʒ whoſe departure, the maiden was very penſife. A 
litle while after, her father being likewiſe deade,ſhee was 
deſirous to go to Paris,onelyercſeeche ponge Counte,if 
fo: that purpoſe ſhe could get any gand occaſion. But be⸗ 
ing dilig ẽtly loked vnto by her kinffolke(becauſe ſhe was 
riche and facherleſle) the could ſee no conuenient waye,foz 
ber intended iournep: and being now mariageable, 5 loue 
He bare to the Coũte, was neuer out of her remembꝛaũce, 


and refuſed manye hulbandes, with whom her — 
| would 
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would baue matched her, without making them pꝛiuie, to 
the cauſe of her refuſall.Now it chaunced that ſbe burned 
moꝛe in loue with Beltramo, then euer ſhte did befoze, be⸗ 
cauſe the hearde tell, that hee was growen to the ſtate of a 
goodly yong gentlemã. be heard by repont, that þ Frech 
king had a ſwelling vpon his bzeaff, which by reaſon of ill 
cure, was growen to bea Fiſtula, which did put him to 
marueilous paine and griefe, and that there was no Phi; 
ſition to be ound (although many were pꝛoued) that could 
heale it, but rather did impaire the griete & made it wozle 
and wozſe. (herfoze the king, like one in diſpaire, would 
take no moꝛe counfetlo2 helpe. Mherot the pong mayden 
was wonder full glad, thinckinge to haue by this meancs, 
not onelp alawfull occaſion togo to Paris: but if þ diſeaſe 
were ſuch (as ſhe ſuppoſed ) eaſelye to bꝛinge to paſſe, that 

thee mighte haue the Counte Beltramo to her huſbande. 
Whereuppon with ſuch knowledge, as ſhe had learned at 
her fathers hands befoze time, ſhee made a pouder of cer 
taine herdes; which ſhe thought meete foxthat diſeaſe,anv 
rode to Paris. And the firſt thing ſhe went about when the 
came thither, was to ſee the Counte Beltramo. And then 
che repapꝛed to the king, paying his grace tovouchſafe to 
hew her his griefe. The king perceyuing her to be a fapze 
yonee maiden and a cometie,would not hide it, but opened 
the lame vnto her. So ſoone as ſhee ſaw it, ſhee put him in 
tomkoꝛte, that ſbee was able to heale him, ſaping. Sir, ik 35 
it mape pleaſe pour grace, J truſte in God, without anye »» 
greate paine vnto pour highnelle, within eighte dayes, to > 
make pow whole ofthis diſeaſe. The king hearing her ſap 
fo, began to mocke her, ſaying . ow is it poſſible koꝛ thee, 
beinge a pong woman to do that, which the beſte renowe 
med Phiſttions in the woꝛld cannot ? Hee thancked her, 
{o2 her good will, and made her a direct aunſweare , that 
bee was determined no moze, to followe the counſaile of 
My Phiſition, {hereunto 3 aunſweared: Dir, 
vou 
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ce p61 diſpiſe mp knowledge, becauſe Jam ponge, and a wo⸗ 
cc man, but I aſſure pou, that I do not miniſter Phiſicke by 
cc ꝑꝛokeſſton, but by che aide and helve of God: and with the 
c tunninge of maiſter Gerardo of Narbona, who was mp fas 
cc ther, and a Phiſition ot great fame, ſo longe as be lined, 
cc The king hearing tholt moꝛds, ſayd to himſelfe. This wo⸗ 
cc mau peradnenture is ſente vnto me of God, and therefoze, 
cc why ſhould I diſdame to pꝛoue ber cunninge : foꝛ ſo muche 
cc as ſhe pꝛomiſeth to heate me within a litle ſpace, wout. any 
cc offence oʒgriefe vnto mee. And being determined to pꝛaue 
cc hcr,he'ſaiv.Oamolelzif thou doeſt not heale me, but make 
ec me to eałe mp determiaatiũ, what wilt thou ſhal folom 
cc therot᷑. Sit laid þ maiden: Let me be kept in what guard 
cc and keeping pou liſt:and if I do not heale pou within theſe 
ce eight dapes.let me be burnt: but if Ado heale pour grace, 
c what tecompence ſhall I haue then? To whom the kinge 
c« gunſwered. Becauſe thou art a maiden and unmaried, if 
ce thou heale me accoꝛding to th pꝛomiſe, I wil beſtow thee 
c yppon ſome gentleman, that ſhalbe of right good wozthip 
cc andeſtimation. To whom ſhe aunſweared: Sir Jam very 
cc well content, p you beſtow me in mariage: But J beſeech 
ce pour grace let me haue ſuch a huſband, as Amy felfe ſhall 
ce demaund: without pꝛeſumption to any of your childzen;o2 
ce other ot pour bloud. Mhich requeſt, the king tneontinent- 
cc ly graunted. The pong maiden began to miniſter her Ybi⸗ 
cc ſicke, and in ſhoꝛt ſpace befoze her appointed time, ſhe had 
ce thꝛougbly cured the ting. And when the king perceiued 
ce himſelfe whole, ſaid vnto her. Thou haſt well deſerued a 
cc huſbande (Giletta ) euen ſuch a one as thy ſelſe ſhalt choſe. 
baue then my Loꝛd(quoth ſhedeſerued the Countie Bel⸗ 
tramo of Roſsiglione, whom J baue loued frũ my youths 
The king was very loth ta graũt bim vnto her: but foꝛ phe 
had made a pꝛomiſe, which he was loth to bꝛeake, he cauſed 
ce him to be called foꝛtb, ſatd vnto him: Sir Coũtie, knows 
ce ing full well p you are a gentleman of great honour,oure 
| pleaſure 


4 
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ple ſure is, you returne home to pour owne houle, to oꝛder 55 
your eſtate, accoꝛding to pour degree: v; pou-take i yon 5» 
a Damoſell, which I haue appointed ta be pour. wife. Ta >» 
whom the Countie gaue his humble thanks, x demaũded 52 
what ſhe was? It is ſhe ( the king) that w her medecines 2 
hath healed me. The Counte knew her wel; a had already 
ſeen her. althougb ſhe was faire, yet knowing her nat to be 
ofa ſtocke, conuenable to his nobility,ſkoznefullyſaid vnta 
the king, Mill pou then (ir) giue me a Phiſition to wike : 
It is not the pleaſure of God, p euer I ſhould in p wiſe be⸗ 
ow my ſelfe. To whom the king ſaid : Milt thou then, p »» 
wee ſhould bzeake our faich, which wer to recauer health, 5» 
haue giuen to the damoſell, who fo2 a reward aſued thee to >» 
huſoand% Sir ( ꝙ Beltramo) potrmaptakefrom me all p N 2 
haue, and giue mp perſon to wbd port pleaſe becauſe Jam 22 
your lubiect: but Naſſure pou, Iſhal neuer be contented w 5» 
that mariage. Mel, vou ſhall haus her (ſaid the king) foꝛ 5 52 
maiden is faire and wiſe, æ loueth pu moſt incirely ; thin: 
king verelypou ſhal leade a moꝛe ioyful lite with ber, then >» 
with a Lady of a greater houſe. The Countie therewithal 
held bis peace:g tbe kinge made great pꝛeparation fo; the 
mariage. And when the appotuted day was come, þ Coũte 
in the pzeſenceof v king (althoughit were againſt his wil) 
maried the maiden, who loued him bet ter then ber owne 
ſelke. QAhich done the Coũte determining be laze, what be 
would da, pꝛaied licence to retourne to his caũtrye to cons 
lummat 5 mariage. And wben he was on hoꝛſe backe hee 
went not thither, but toke his iourney into Tufcane, where 
vnderſtanding þ the Florentines and Senois wert at war⸗ 
res, he determined totake the. Florentines parte, and was 
willingly receiued, and honduranlie inter taigned and was 
made captaine at a tertaine namber of men, cantinuing in 
their ſeruice a long time. The new mariedgentlewoman⸗ 
carte contented with his bnkindnes, hoping eby ber well 
dinge to cauſe him to retourue into his countrpe. went to 

11 Nu. Roſsiglione 
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Rolsiglione; where ſhe was received of all his ſubiects, fo 
their Lady. And perceyuing that thzough the Coũtes ab- 
ſence,all thinges were ſpoiled and out of ozder : ſhee like a 
ſage Ladye, with greate dilligence and care, diſpoſed his 

 thinges in oꝛder againe,whereof the ſubiectes reiopſed ve⸗ 
ry much, bearing to her their harty loue & affection, great; 
ly blaming the Counte, becauſe he toulde not content him⸗ 
ſelfe with her. This notable gentlewoman, hauing reſto⸗ 
red all the countrie againe to their auncient liberties, ſent 
woꝛd tothe Counte her huſband, by two knights, to ſigni. 
ſie vnto him, that it it were fo2 her ſake, that bee had aban⸗ 
doned his countrie. vppon retourne of aunſweare, ſbe to do 
him pleaſute, would de parte from thence.» To whom he 
te choꝛlichly replyed. Let her do what ſhe liſte. Fo2 I do pur⸗ 
«c poſe to dwell with her, when ſhe ſhall baue this ringt mea⸗ 
ec ning a ring which he woze) vpon her finger, and a ſonne in 
4c her armes begotten by mee . Me greatly loued that ring, 
and kepte it verp carefully, and neuer toke it from his fins 
ger foꝛ a tertaine vertue that he knew it had. The knights 
hearinge the harde condition, of two thinges impoſſible; 
and ſeinge that by tbem he could not be remoued from his 
determination, retourned againe to the Ladp, tellinge her 
bis aunſweare: who very ſozowkull, after hee had a good 
while bethoughte her, purpoſed to finde meanes, to at- 
taine the two thinges, that thereby ſhe might recover her 
bulbande. And hauinge aduiſed her ſelfe what to doe,ſhee 
aſſembled the nobleſt and chiekeſte of her Countrie, decla - 
ting vnto them in lamentable wyſe, what ſhee had alrea- 
dye done, to winne the loue of the Counte, ſhewinge them 
alſo what folowed thereef. And in the ende ſaide vnto 
thetm, that ſhee was lothe the Connte foꝛ her ſake, ſhould 
dwell in perpetuall exile: therekoze ſhee determined, to 
ſpende the reſte of her time in Pilgrimages and deuoti⸗ 
on, koz pꝛeſeruation of her Boule, pꝛapinge theim to 
take the charge and gotternemente of the Coun⸗ 
trie, and 
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trie, and that they would let the Counte vnderſlande, that 
ſpee had kozſaken his houſe, and was remoued farre from 
thence:w purpoſe neuer to teturne to Roſsiglione againe. 
Many teares were ſhed by the people, as ſhe was ſpeaking 
thoſe wozdes, # divers ſupplications were made vnto him 
to alter his opinion, but all in vaine , WherefozecommF#s 
ding them all vnto God, che toke her way, with her maide, 
and one ok her kinſemen, in the habite of a pilgrime, well 
furniſhed with ſiluer and pꝛecious Jewels:telling no man 
whither ſhee wente, and neuer reſted, till ſhee came to Flo. 
rence; where arriuinge by Foꝛtune, at a pooze widowes 
houſe,ſhee contented her ſelfe,with the ate of a pooze pil⸗ 
grime, deſtrous to heare newes of her Low, whom by foz⸗ 
tune ſhe fawe the next dap, palling by the houſe ( where ſhe 
lap) on hozſebacke with his company, And althoughe cher 
ane we him well enoughe, pet ſhee demaunded of the good 
wife ofthe houſe what hee was: who aunſweared that hee 
was a ſtraũge gentleman, called the Counte Beltramo ot 
Roſsiglione, a turteous knight, and wel beloued in p City. 
and that he was marueloullpe in lone with a neighbour of 
hers, that was a gentlewoman, verye pooze and of (mall 
ſubſtance, neuertheleſſe of right honeſt life & good repozt, 
and by reaſon of her pouerty, was pet vnmaried, e dwelte 
with her mocher, that was a wiſe and honeſt Ladye. The 
Counteſſe well noting theſe wozdes, and bylitle + litle de- 
batingenerp particular point thereof, compzehending the 
eff:cte of thoſe newes,concluded what to do, and when che 
had well vnderſtanded, which was the houſe,and the name 
ofthe Ladye,andof her doughter,that was beloued of the 
Counte:vppon a dayrepaired to the bouſe ſecret elp, in the 
habite of a pilgrime , where finding p mother and dough⸗ 
ter, in pooze eſtate amonges their familte,after (he had ſa⸗ 
luted them, told the mother, that hee had to ſape vnto her. 
The centle/woman ryſing vp, curteoullp intertapned-her, 
an being, entred alone ina Ta late W 
li 
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te the Connteſſe began to ſpeake vntd her in this wiſe, Pa⸗ 
ic dame, me thincke that pe be one, vpon whom Foztune doth 
cc krowne, ſo wel as vpon me: but if you pleaſe, vou map both 
cc tomtoꝛt me, ⁊ pour ſelfe. The Lady anſwered, that there 
cc was nothing in the wozld, wherof ſhe was moze deſirous, 
ce then ofhoneft comfozt. The Counteſſe pꝛoceeding in hex 
ce talke, ſaid vnto her. I haue neede now ol pour fidelitie and 
cc truſte, whereuppon if J do ſtape, and you deceiue mee, you 
ſhall both vndoe me, and pour ſelke. Tell me then what it 
is hardlie (ſaid the gentlewoman: ) foꝛ yon ſhall neuer bee 
deceiued ot mee. Then the Counteſle beganne to recite her 
wbole eſtate of lone : tellinge her what ſhe was, and what 
had chaunced to that pꝛeſent dape, in ſuch perfice oꝛder as 
the gentle woman beleeuinge her, becauſe ſhee had partly 
beard repoꝛt befoze, began to haue compaſſion vppon her, 
and after that the Counteſle had rehearſed the whole cir⸗ 
ce cumſtaunce, he continued her purpoſe , ſaying.. Now pou 
ce haue heard amonges other my troubles, what two things 
ce they bee, which behoueth mee to haue, if J doe recouer my 
cc hnſband, which J know none can helpe me to obtaine, but 
c onelpe you, if it be true that J heare, which is, that the 
5 Counte mp hulband, is farre in loue with pour doughter, 
cc To whom 5 gentlewoman ſapd, Madame, if the Counte 
cc. Toue my doughter, Jknowe not, albett the likelyhoode is 
ee create: but what am FJ able to doe, in that which pou des 
ce ſtre 2 Madame, aunſweared the Countelle, J will tell yon; 
ce but firſt J wlll declare what I meane to doe fo2 pou, if my 
cc purpoſe be bꝛougbt to effecte, Jſee pour faire doughter of 
cc ood age, readie to marie, but as J vnderſtande the caule, 
ce why ſhee is vnmaried, is the lacke of ſubſtance to beſtowe 
« her. Wherfoze J purpoſe,fo2recompence ofthe pleaſure, 
ce which you ſhall doe fo2 mee, to giue ſo much readie money 
c to marie her honourablie, as you ſhall thincke ſufficient, 
The Counteſſe offer was very well liked of the Ladie, be⸗ 
cauſe ſhe was pooze: pet hauing a noble hart, ſpe ſaid _ 
47 
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ber. Madame, tell me wherein Imap do you ſeruice: and 

if it be a thinge honeſt, J will gladlye perfoꝛme it, and the ?? 
ſame being bꝛought to paſſe, do as it ſhall pleaſe vou. The *' 2 
ſaid the Countelle, Ithincke it requiſite, that by ſome one 
wbom vou truſte, you giue knowledge to the Counte mp ?? 
hul hand, that pour doughter is, and ſhalbe at his commaũ⸗ I 
dement. And to the intent ſhe map be well aſſured, that hee 5 
loueth her in deede aboue anpe other, ſhe muſt pꝛay bim to 
ſende her a ring that hee weareth vppon his finger, which 
ring as ſhe knoweth, be loueth very dearely. And when he 
ſendeth the ring, pou ſhal giue it vnto me, and alterwards 
ſende him wooꝛde, that pour doughter is readie to accom * 
pliſhe his pleaſure, and then pou ſpall cauſe him ſecretelye * 

to come hither, x place me hy him (in ſteede of your voughs 
ter)peraduenture God will giue me the grace, that J may * 

be with child, and ſo hauing this ring on my ſinger, and the *? 
chilve in mine armes begotten by bim, Jmape reconer ?? 
bim, and byydur meanes continue with him, as a wife 
ought to do with her huſbande. This thinge feemed viffi« ?? 
culte vnto the Gentlewoman : fearing that there waulde 
folowe repꝛoche vntoher doughter . Notwithſtandinge, 
tonſidering what an honeſt part it were, to be a meane,that 
the good Ladie might recotter het huſbande, and that ſhee 
mighte doe it foz a good purpoſe, bauinge affiaunce in her 
honeſt affection, not onely pꝛomiſed the Coũteſſe, ta bꝛing 
this to paſſe: but in fewe dayes with greate ſubtiltie, folo⸗ 
wing the ozder wherein ſhe was inſtructed, the had gottẽ 
the ringe, although it was with the Countes ill will, and 
toke oꝛder that the Counteſle in ſteede of her doughter did 
Ive with bim. And at the firſk meeting, lo effectuouſly des 
fired by the Counte: God ſo diſpoſed the matter that the 
Counteſle was begottẽ with child, of two goodly ſonnes. 
and her deliuery chaunced at the due time;TWbereuppon þ 
gentlewoman, nat onelye contented the Counteſſe at that 


time, with the companye of her hulbande, but at manye 
NR ili. othes 
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other times ſo ſecretly, as it was neuer knowen:þ Counte 
nat thin kinge that he had lien wich his wife, but with ber 
whom he loued. To whom at his vpꝛiſing in the mozning, 
be bſed many curteous and amiable wooꝛds, and gaue di⸗ 
uers faire and pꝛecious Jewels. which the Counteſſe kept 
moſt carefully;and when lhe perceiued herſelfe with child, 
te determined no moze to trouble the gentlewoman, but 
ſaid vnto her. Padame, thanckes be to God and you, J 
haue the thing that J deſire, g euen ſo it is time, to recom⸗ 
pence pour deſert, that afterwards I map depart. Che gẽ⸗ 
tlewoman ſaid vnto her, that il ſhe had done anye pleaſure 
agreeable to her minde,ſhe was right glad thereof,which 
ſhe did, not fo2 hope of reward:but becauſe it appertapned 
to her by well doing ſo to doe. CUhereunto the Counteſle 

ec ſaid, your ſapinge pleaſeth me well, and foꝛ mppart, Idoe 
cc not purpole to giue vnto pou, the thing pou ſhal demaunde 
cc in reward, but fo2 conſideration of pour well doing, wbich 
ce dutie foxceth me to do. The gentlewoman then conſtrained 
with neceſſity, demaunded ok her with great baſhfulneſſe, 
an hundꝛed poundes to marie her daughter. The Coun⸗ 
teſle perceiuinge the ſhamefaſtneſſe of the gentlewoman, 
and her curteous demaunde, gaue her five hundzed poun⸗ 
des, and ſa many faire and coſtly Jewels, as almoſt amoũ⸗ 
ted to like valour. Fo2 which the gentle woman moꝛe then 
contented, gaue moſt harty thankes to the Counteſſe, who 
deparced from the gentlewoman, #retourned to her ldd⸗ 
ging. The gentle womã to take occaſion from the Counte, 
of anye farther repaire, oz ſendinge to her houſe, toke her 
doughter with her, and went into the country to her kreds. 
The Counte Beltramo, within fewe dayes after, being re⸗ 
uoked home to his owne houle by his ſubiectes, (hearinge 
that the Counteſle was departed from thence) retourned. 
The Counteſſe knowinge that her huſbande was goone 
from Florence and retourned home, was verye gladde, 
continu⸗ 
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continuing in Florence, till the time of her childbedde, be⸗ 
ing bꝛought a bedde of twoo ſonnes, whiche were bery like 
vnto their father, and cauſed them carekully to be nourſed 
and bꝛought vp, and when ſhe ſawe time, ſhe toke her iour⸗ 
nep(vnknoweneco ame) and arrived at Monpellier, and res 
ſting her lelke there koꝛ certapne dapes , hearing newes ol 
the Counte, and where be was, and that vpon the daye of al 
Dainctes,he purpoſed ta make a great feaſte, aſſembly ot 
Ladies & Raightes, in ber pilgrimes weede ſhe repaired 
thither. And knowing þ they were all aſſembledgat the pas 
lace ofthe Counte, readte to ſitte downe at che table, (hee 
paſſed thꝛough the people, without chaunge of apparell, 
with her twoo ſonnes in her armes. And when ſhee was 
come vp into the hall, euen to the place where the Counte 
ſat, falling downe p2oſtrate at his fecte , weeping ſaping 
vato hym : Py Lozde, Jam thy pooze inkoztunate wpfe, 35 
who to thintent thou mighteſt retourne and dwel in thine z» 
owne houſe , haue bene a great whyle begging aboute the 5 
wozlve.Therefoze I nowe beſeche thee,fo2 the honoure of 2» 
Sod, that tbou wilt obferue the conditions, which the twoo 55 
(knightes that I ſent vnto thee) did commaunde dne to doe: 5 
foʒ beholde, here in myne armes, not one ly one ſonne be »» 
gotten by thee, but twapne, and likwyſe thy Ryng, It is »» 
nowe time then (if thou kepe pꝛomiſe) that I ſhould be re- 55 
ceined as thp/wpfe. The Counte hearing this, was greatly »» 
aſtouned, and knewe the Ryng , and the childzen alſo, they 
were ſo like hym. But tell me (quod he) bowe is this come 
topaſſe+ The Counteſſe to the great admiration of the 
Couute,and of all thoſe that were in p2eſence,reherſed vn⸗ 
to them in oꝛder all that , whiche had bene done, and the 
whole diſcourſe thereof. Foꝛ which cauſe the Connte kno- 
wing the thinges (he had ſpoken, to be true (and perctiuing 
her conſtant minde, and good witte, and the twoo faire 
young boyes to kepe his pꝛomiſe made, and to pleaſe bis 
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Tancredie 


her from that tyme foo2th,as bis lawekull wpfe, and to ho⸗ 
nour her) abiected his obſtinate rigour: cauſing her to ris 

fe vp, and imbꝛaced and kiſſed her, acknowledging ber a⸗ 
gaine foꝛ his lawefull wyfe . And after he had appart lled 

her, accoꝛding to her eſtate, tothe great pleaſure and cons 

tentation of thoſe that were there, e of al his other krendes 
not onely that daye,but manp otbers, he kept great chere, 

and from that time foꝛth, hee loved audhonoured her, as 

his dere ſpoule and wpke. , 


C Tancredi Prince of Salerne, cauſed his doughters 
loner to be ſlayne, and ſent his harte vnto her, in a cupof 
golde: vvhiche aftervvardes ſhe put into poy ſoned wa- 
ter, and drinking thereof died. 


T he. xxxix. Nonell, 


Ancredi Pince of Salerne, (an vniver 
Nütie in the region of Italie) was a tur 
teous Loꝛde, and of gentle nature: bad 
he not in his age, imbꝛued dis handes, 
with the bloud of his owne doughter. 


1 — 


ec chauntep that this pꝛinte in al bis 


— tlie time, bad but p doughter:but moꝛe 
happte had he ben, if ſhe had neuer ben bozne.That doughs 
ter he loued ſo well, as a father migbt loue his childe: e foʒ 
the tender love he bare her, he was not able to ſuffer her to 
de out of his ſight, And could not linde in his barte to mas: 
tie ber, although ſhe bad many yeres paſſed the time, that 
ſhe was mariageable: notwithſtanding, in thende he gaue 
her to wike, to one ok the fonnes of ÿ Duke ol Capua, with 
whom ſhe continued n9 long time, but was a widowe, and 
chen retourned vnto her fathers houſe againe. This Ladie 
was very faire # comely of bodie and face, as any creature 
could be, ponge, luſlie, and moze wile, peraduenture, then a 
woman 


oY 
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woman ought to be. And thus dwelling wich her louing 
lather, ſhe liued like a noble Ladie, in great pleaſure: And 
ſeing that her father, foz the loue he bare vnto her, had na 
mynde 92 care to marie her agapne , and allo ſhe thinking 
it lkarce honeſt to require him thereunto ,deuiſed ſecretly 
(if it were poſſible) toretaine ſome valiaune man to be her 
louer. And ſeyng manpe gentlemen and others, krequen⸗ 
ting her fathers courte (as we cõmonlp ſee, in the courtes 
of Hꝛinces) and marking the behauiour and oꝛder of many 
(amonges all) there was a poung man, one of her fathers 
ſeruauntes, that liked her well, whole name was Guilſcar. 
do, ot very baſe birth (but in vertue and honeſt condiciong, 
moꝛe noble then the reſte) and many times when ſhe lawe 
him, ſbe wonderfullp delited jn him, alwayes pꝛayſing his 
doinges aboue all others. The pounge man, not hautng 
good conſideration of him ſelfe, percctuing her feruent ak- 
fection: ſo fixed his minde that be diſpoſed the ſame vpon 
nothing els but to loue her. One louing an other ſecretly 
in this ſozte, and the Ladie verie ſtudious to finde occaſion, 
that ſhe might talke with him, vnwilling to committe the 
ſecrecie of her loue, to any man: ſhe imagined a newe deuiſe 
to geue him knowledge thereof. And wzote a letter, ſigni⸗ 
fying vnta him, what he ſhould doe the next dap, & howe he 
might vſe himſelt, to come to talke with her, then putting 
the letter into cane of a rede, ſhe gaue it vnto Guiſcardo, 
in ſpoꝛting wile & laid. Thou ſhalt this night, make a paire 
of Bellowes foz thy ſeruaũt, wher wich ſhe may kindle the 
fire. Guiſcardo tokg it, # thought that ſhce did not geue it 
vnto him, without ſome ſpecial purpoſe, went to his. cham: 
ber, and loking vpon the Cane,perceiued it to be hollowe, 
and openpng it, founde the letter within, whiche ſhee bad 
wzitten. And when he had well peruſed it, vnder ſtandyng 
the tenour thereof, hee thought hym ſelke the happicff man 
in the woꝛlde, and began to put hym ſelfe in readineſſe, ta 


mete with his Ladie, by ſuche wapes and meanes; yo thee 
ad to 
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had to him appointed. There was in a cozner ok the Pꝛin⸗ 
ces palace a Caue, long time betoze made, vnder the ſyde 
of a hille, wbiche Caue reteiued light by certapne ventes 
made of foꝛce within the ſapd mountaine, and becauſe the 
ſame was not frequented and vſed , it was onergrowen 
with buſſhes and thoꝛnes. Into which Caue was a diſeee, 
by a ſecrete pay2e of tapers , into one of the loweſt cham · 
bers of the Palaite, wherin the ladie lay, which was out of 
all mens minde , becaule it was not occupied, manp a dap 
befoze and ſhut vp, with a very ſtrong dooze » But Loue 
(in the eyes wherok, nothing is ſo ſecrete , buc will come 
to knoweledge ) had bzonght the ſame againe, into the re- 
membzaunce of the amoꝛous Lady.The opening of which 
dooze (that no man might knowe it) many dayes did trott- 
ble her wittes:akter warde when the had kounde the waye, 
che went downe alone into the Caue, x vie wing the vente, 
whereunto ſhe had geuen ozder foz Guiſcardo to come, ſhe 
tolde him of what height it was from the ground Foz the 
execution whereof,Guiſcardo pꝛe pared a rope with knots 
and degrees, to goe vp and downe,and putting vpon him a 
leather coate, to kepe him from the thoznes and bulhes, 
went downe the next night at the ſaide vente, vnknowen ol 
any man: and faſtening one of the endes of the rope, to the 
ſtocke of a tree, that grewe at the mouth of the vente, hee 
flipte downe into the Caue, and taried there fo2 the Ladie, 
who the nex daye faining her ſelfe to flepe after dinner, ſent 
her maydes out of her chamber, and locked her lelke with⸗ 
in alone: and then opened the dooꝛe, and went downe into 
the Cane, where finding Guiſcardo , theymarnetlouflp re- 
loyſed one with an other. And from thence went vp toge⸗ 
ther into her chamber : where they remained togethers, 
the moſte parte of that day, to their great delight. And ha- 
ang geuen good oꝛder, koꝛ the affaires of their lone , x the 
ſecrete v{e therot, Guiſcardo retourned into the Caue, and 
the Ladie locked the doqze, and came aut yy her 
matdes. 
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vente vpon the rope, where with he deſcended, and conueie d 
him ſelfe into his chamber. And hauing learnedthe waye, 
he reſoꝛted thither many times after . But Foztune enui⸗ 
ous of that pleaſure, ſo long and great, with dolozous ſuc⸗ 
ceſſe, toutned the lope ot thoſe twoo louers, into heauie and 
ſoꝛowefull ende. The Pꝛince accuſtomed ſometimes, to re. 
ſozte alone into his doughters chamber, and there fo? a 
whyle to tarie and talke with her, and ſo to departe. Upon 
a dape after dinner, when the Ladie ( whoſe name was 
Giſmonda) was in the garden withall her maidens, be re⸗ 
paired bnknowen oz ſeene of any man into her chamber, 2» 
But being loch to trouble his doughter ofher pleaſure, @ 52» 
finding the wpndowes of her chamber ſhut and the curtẽs »2 
of her bedde dꝛawen, he ſatte down vpon a ſtoole at the bed · 
des feete, and leaning his head to the bedde, the Curteine 
dꝛawen oner him (as he had bene hidden of purpoſe) he fel 
a flepe. And the king being thus a ſlepe, Giſmonda that ( in 
tuill time) the ſame day had appointed Guiſcardo to come, 
left her mapdens in the Gardeine, and entred very ſecretly 
into her chamber, locking faſt the dooze alter her. And not 
knowing anp man to be there, thee opened the dooze of the 
Caue to Gui ſcardo, who was redie to wayte foz her come 
ming. Then they caſte them ſelues vpon the bedde, as they 
were wonte to doe, ſolactng the time together, vntill ic 
chatunced that the Byintce awaked, heard and ſawe', what 
Guiſcardo and his voughter did. hereof being vc rie ſo⸗ 
rowfull , be would vpon the firſt ſight haue crted out: but 
that he thought it better, fo2 that time to holde his peace, 
ſtill to kepe him ſelfe ſecrete, to the intent that he might 
moe pꝛiuelie, and with leſſe ſhame accompliſhe that, which 
he purpoſed to do. The twoo louers continued togethers a 
great time, as they were wont to do, without any knowe⸗ 
ledge of the Pꝛince his being there, c when they ſaw time, 


they went downe from the bedde:and Guiſcardo retour- 
ning to 


Tancredi. 


ning to the Cane ,ſhee went koozthe of her chamber, fra 
whence Tancredi (as olde as he was) conueped him ſelte 
into the Gardeine, out at a wyndowe of the ſame, vnſcen, 
and not perceiued ot any. TUAho like a penſife ma, and care. 
full euen vnto death, repaired to his owne chamber , and 
the next nigbt, about one of the clocke, he cauſed Guiſcar- 
do to be appꝛehended, by an oꝛder that he bad pꝛeſcribed, 

at his tomming fozth ofthe Caue,euen clothed as he was, 
with his leather coate: and by twoo men was ſecretly cas 

te ueyed to the Pꝛince. Aha ſoſone as he ſawe.himg(ayd vn 
ce ta him with teares, ſtanding in his eies,Guiſcardo;the be⸗ 
ec neuolence and goodnes towardes thee , baue not merited 
cc this outrage and ſhame, tbat thou haſt cõmitted this dape, 
ce in mine owne houſe; which Jſawe with mine owne epes. 
To whom Guiſcardo gaue no other aunſwere, but that 
Loue was of greater fozte, then either any ꝛince, oz bym 
ſcife. Then the Bꝛince cõmaunded him to be kept, in a chã⸗ 
ber adiopning. The next day tbe king Giſmonda being ig 
noꝛaunt bereof)reuolued in his minde, diuers and ſundzye 
matters, and after diner as he was accuſtomed, he wente 
into his dougbters chamber, and cauſed her to be called vn 

to bim, ę ſhutting the chamber dooze, in lamentable ſpeche 

cc ſapd vnto her. Giſmonda, I had ſo much afftaunce 4 truſte, 
cc in thy bertue and honeſtie, that it coulde neuer haue en⸗ 
c tred into imp mynde (althoug he it had bene tolde me, ili 
ic had not ſene it with mine owne pꝛopꝛe eyes) but that thou 
c haddeſt not one ly in deede, but alſo in thougbt, abandoned 
cc the companie ot all men, extept it had bene thy huſbande: 
c whereof J ſhalbe right penſife and ſoꝛowefull ſo longe as 
cc. this litle remnaunt ok lite (that mine olde age dath pꝛe⸗ 
c ſerue) indureth in mee. And ſithe thon couldeſt not con⸗ 
« teyne from ſuche diſhoneſt loue, J woulde it had pleaſed 
c God, that thou haddeſt taken a manne, equall to thyne 
cc ęſtate. But amonges lo many that do frequente my court, 
than haſt cholen this young man Guiſcardo, whole birthe 
ä is bery 
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{s very vile and baſe,and bzoughe bp (as it were fo2 Gods 5» 
ſake)froma childe, to this pꝛeſent daye, in our Court. Foz 5» 
whiche confideration, Jam verie ſoze diſquieted, not kno» „ 
wing how to take this at thy handes.Fo2 with him(whom . 
J baue cauſed to be taken this nighte, in going out of the 5» 
Caue, and nowe kepte as pꝛiſoner) I haue already conclu - 5» 
dev, what to do. But with thee what I ſhal do, God knows 55 
eth. Ofthe one live, the loue that Il till beare thee , moze »» 
then any father euer bare to his doughter, doth dzawe me, 55 
on the other lide, a iuſt diſpleaſure and indignation, taken 55 
fo: thy great follie,voth moue me. The one mocion would 55 
that J ſhoulvpardon thee,the other foxceth me againſt my 55 
nature, to be cruell vnto thee. 3Notwithſtanviag, befoze J 5» 
doe make any certaine reſolucion ; J deſire to heare, what 5 
thou canſt ſape foꝛ thy ſelte. TAhen hee had ſpoken thoſe »» 
woozdes , he kiſſed her face , weping verie bitter ly like a 
childe, that had ben beaten, Giſmonda hearing her father, 
and knowing that not only her ſecret loue was dilcouered, 
but alſo her louer Guiſcardo to be in pꝛyſan, conceiued an 
ineſtimable ſoꝛowe, vttering the ſame manp times, with 
outeries and ſchʒeches, accoꝛding to the maner of women, 
bowe beit, her great courage ſurpaſſed her weakeneſſe, a 
did ſette a bolde face on the matter, with marueilous ſtout⸗ 
neſſe determining, beloꝛe ſhe made any ſute fo ber ſelfe, na 
longer to liueſeing that her frende Guiſcardo was alrea⸗ 
die dead. Mherekoꝛe, not like aſozowefull woman, oz one 
taken in any faulte, but as a deſperate perſone, with a die x 
ſtoute countenaunce, not trouble oꝛ vexed, ſhe laid thus to 
her father. J doe not purpoſe deare kather, to ſtande in „ 
deniall, noꝛ pet by humble ſute to make requeſte , Foz the >» 
one wyll nothyng auayle mee, and the other is to noneef- 5 
kecte. Mozeouer J ove not intende by any meanes, to be- 2» 
ſeche pour clemencie and lone towardes mee, to be bene- 35 
nolente and bontifull, but confeſſinge the trouthe, I will 55 


kr with true reaſons and argumentes, dekende mpne ho- 32 
nours 
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ce noir, and afterwarves pꝛoſecute in vertuous wyſe , by el⸗ 
cc fettes, the ſtoutneſſe of my courage. Trut it is,that Ihaue 
cc loued, and do loue Guiſcardo, and will {one him ſo long as 
c J liue, which ſhalbe but a litle time. And ik ſo be that a wo⸗ 
ce man map loue a man, after death, J will not ceaſe to loue 
cc him. But womanly krailtie and feminine weakeneſle, hath 
4 not ſo much induced me hereũto, as the litle care you haue 
4c had, to beſtow me in mariage, and the great vertues, that 
ce datly J haue ſeene in Guiſcardo . You ought deare father 
ce to knowe, that pour ſelfe is of fleſhe, and of fleſhe pou haue 
ce engendꝛed me your dougbter, and not ol Stone 62 Iron. 
In like wyſe ou ougbt, and muſt remẽ ber ( akthough now 
ce you be arriued to olde peares) what ponge folkes bee, and 
46 of what great power, the lawe of youth is. And although 
ce you were (during the foꝛce ol your pouthlie dayes)trapned 
cc and exerciſed in factes of armes, vet nowe pou dugbte to 
cc knowe , what great puiſſaunce reſteth in the idle and deli⸗ 
c cate lite, as well in the aged, as amanges yonge people. J 
ce am then as pou be, begotten of fleſhe, and my yeres ſo few, 
ce as yet but ponge, and thereby full of luſt & delight. Mher⸗ 
ce unto the knowledge, which J haue had alredy in mariage, 
cc foxceth me to accdpliſhe that deſtre:and to the ſame be ad⸗ 
ce ded marueilous fozces, againſt whiche it is impoſſible fo: 
tc me to reſiſte, but rather to kolowe, whereunto they dzawe 
cc me. Jam become amoꝛous, like a ponge woman, and like a 
«« woman as J am, and certainly I would haue imploied my 
tc whole foꝛce that wape, ſo farre as I could not to committs 
o any ſhame to pou, oꝛ to my ſelfe in that, whereunto mp nas 
cc turall offence hath foꝛced me. To which thing, pitikul lone, 
ce ànd gentle foꝛtune haue founde out, and ſhewed a waye ſe- 
ce cret enough, whereby without knowledge ok any man , I 
cc am come to the effecte of my deſires: whiche thing J will 
c« not denie ( who ſo euer tolde pou ołit, oꝛ by what meanes 
ct ſo tuer pou are come to the knowledge of it) J haue not tas 
«« ken Guiſcardota be my loner by chaunce, as many wom? 
| haue 
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haue done, but I haue choſen him by long aduſſe and deli⸗ 53 
beration, aboue all others, and haue bꝛought him into me ». 
in this wiſe, inioping with our wile continuaunce of longe 55 
time, the accompliſhment of my deſire, wherol me thincke ». 
(althoughe J haue not offended but by loue) that pou doe »» 
purpole to pꝛoſecute rather the vulgar opinion, then the » 
truth, purpolinge in this wiſe moſte bitterly to comptroll 55 
me, ſaying, that you had not had ſuch an occaſton of anger, >» 
if I had choſen one that had been a gentleman. Wheretn 5 
you da not conſider, that the faulte is not mine, but rather , 
to be aſcribed to fo2tune who ought to be blamed, becauſe ». 
many times ſhee exalteth the vnwoꝛthie, xtreadeth under . 
foote, thoſe that be moſt woꝛthie: but nowe let vs leaue of »3 
further talke of this matter, and conſider the beginninge »5 
hereof . Firſt ok all pou ſee, that of one maſſe of fleſhe, we 5, 
haue all receiued fleſh,and that oneCreatour,hath created 55 
tuerp lpuing creature, with fozce and puiſſaunce equaliy,# »» 
wyth equal] vertue: which vertue was the firſt occaſion p 5» 
made the difference, and diſtinction of vs all, were bozne, »5 
and be bozne equall, and they that obtapned the greateſte 5» 
part of vertue,# did the wozkes of her, were called noble, 7» 
the reſt continuing vnnoble. And albeit cotrary bſe, akter- 55 
wards obſcured this Law: yet therefoze,ſhee is not reino« 5 
ued ne abandoned from nature, oꝛ good maners. In like» 5» 
wiſe , hee that by vertue perkoꝛmeth all his doinges, doth >> 
manikeſtlie hewe himſelfe to be noble. And he that doth o- 55 
therwiſe terme him, doth commit the kaulte, x not he that »5 
is (a called, Behold all your gentlemen,and examine well 5» 
their vertue, their conditions and maner ok doinges. On 5» 
the other part, behold the qualities and condicids of Guiſ- »» 
cardo, then if pou pleaſe to giue ſiudgement wythout affec» 3» 
tion, vou ſhall ſap that he is righte nobletaud that altpour »» 
gentlemen be villaſnesin reſpecte of him. The vertuous & 5 
?rceliencie of whom, IJ beleeue cannot be placed in-any os »> 
ther wight, as in hym, aſwell by your owne repozt as byY »>- 
D choyſe: 
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ce choyſe of mine owne eyes, Who euer pꝛapſed man ſo, and 
ce with ſuch ample commendacions pꝛaiſe woꝛthie, wherein 
ce an honeſt man ought to be pꝛaiſed, as pou haue done: And 
ac truly not without cauſe. Fo2 if mine eyes be not deceiued, 
6c pou neuer gaue hym anpe pzaiſe, but that J haue knowen 
ec moꝛe in him, then pour wozdes were able to expꝛeſſe. Not- 
cc withſtanding, ik J haue bin deceiued herein, it was pou, by 
cc whom J baue bin deceiued:wil you then ſay that J couple 
ce my ſelfe, with a man of baſe condition : Truly you cannot 
cc well ſap ſo. But if pou will ſape, perchaunce with a pooze 
ce mau, J conkeſſe it. And verely it is to pour ſhame,that you 
cc haue not vonchlafed to place in highe eſtate a man ſo ho⸗ 
cc neſt, being your owne ſeruaunt. Neuertheleſſe, pouertie 
ec doth not dep2ive anpe parte of nobilitie, but riches hath. 
ce Many kinges and greate Pꝛinces, baue bin pooze in olde 
ec time, and manpe ploughmen and ſheepeheardes in times 
cc palt, haue bin aduaunced to riche eſtate. And the laſt doubt 
cc which troubleth you, is, that you be doubtfull, what to doe 
ec with me:caſte boldly out ot pour minde that doubte, and it 
ec pou do intend in thextremity of pour age, to ble that, which 
cc in your pouth vou neuer did. J purpoſe to become cruel al- 
ce (6, Uſe your cruelty àgainſt me, fo2 the auoyding where⸗ 
cc of, A haue not determined to make any ſupplicatio to pou, 
cc as giltie of this fault if faultes may be rebearſed. Alluring 
cc pou, that it you do not vnto me, that which you haue done, 
cc 02 will doe to Guiſcardo , mine owne handes ſhall doe it, 
ce TUherefoze goe to, and let fall pour teares wich women, 
cc and if you purpoſe to be cruell, kill him and let mee alſo 
cc d2iacke of the ſame Cuppe, il vou thincke wee haue deſer⸗ 
ued it. The king hearing the out woꝛds of his doughter: 
thoughte not that ſhee woulde haue done in deede, as her 
woꝛdes pꝛetended, and as ſhe ſatd ſhe would doe. Where 
koꝛe departing from her, and not willing to vſe any mauer 
ot crueltie towardes her, hee thoughte by the deſtruction 
laughter of Guiſcardo, to coole her burning loue. — 
there⸗ 
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therefoze commaunded two of his ſeruauntes (that had 
Guiſcardo in keeping) without any noiſe, to ſtrangle him 
the next nighte, and alter war des plucking his harte out of 
his bodie, to bzinge it vnto him: who did as they were come 
maunded. And the next dap, the king cauled a faire Cuppe 

ok gold to be bzoughte vnto him, wherein he laid the harte 
of Guiſcardo, which he ſent (by one of his truſtieſt ſeruaũ⸗ 
tes) bnto bis doughter: and commaunded him, when hee 
pꝛeſented the lame vnto her to ſay theſe woꝛdes. Thy fa „ 
ther hath ſent thee this pꝛeſente, to comfo2te thy ſelfe with „, ba 
the thing, which thou doeſt chieflie loue, as thou haſte com ⸗ ,, 
fozted him of that, which he loued moſt. Giſmonda not a» , 
moued from ber cruel determination, cauſed to be bought 
vnto her (alter ber father was gone) venemous herbes and 
rootes, which ſhe diſtilled together, and made water ther⸗ 

of to dzincke ſodenly, ik that came to paſſe, which ſhe doub⸗ 
ted, And when the kinges ſeruaunte, was come vnto her, 
and had deliveredhis pꝛeſente, he ſaid as he wascommatit» ⸗ 
ded. Giſmonda toke the Cuppe with ſtoute countenaunce, 
and couering it, ſo ſoone as ſhe ſawe the harte, and under⸗ 
ſtoode the woozdes, ſhee thoughte verelpe, that it was the 
hart of Guiſcardo, wherefoze beholding the ſeruaunt, ſhe - 
ſaide bnto him: Trulpit behoucth that ſuch a hart as this „ 
is, oulde be intombed in no woꝛſe graue, then in golde, „ 
which ay father hath moſt wiſely done. Afterwards lif⸗ , 
ting the Cuppe to ber mouth, ſhe killed it ſaying, J haue in „ 
all thinges, euen bnto this time (being the laſt ende of my zz 
life) alwapes found the tender loue of iny father towards , 
mee ; but nowe J knowe it to be greater, then euer J did ,, 
befoze . And therefoze in my behalfe, you ſhall render vnta ,, 
him, the laſte thanckes that euer I hall giue him, fo2 ſo „ 
great a pꝛeſente. After thoſe wozdes, tourning herſelfe to⸗ „ 
wardes the Cuppe, which ſhee belde faſte, beholdinge the ,,. 
hart, ſhee ſaid thus. Oh ſweete harbozoughe ofmy plea* „ 


fureg, eur ſed be the crueltye of him, that hath cauſed meer 2 
O ü. at. 
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ce at this time to lobe vpponthee, wich the eyes of mp facetir 
cc was pleaſure pnoughe, to ſee thee euery hower, amonges: 
cc people of knowledge and vnderſtãding. Thou haſtfiniſhed 
« thy courſe, and by that ende, which Foztune vouchlaked to 
cc giue thee thou art diſpatched;and arriued to pende,wher- 
cc unto all men haue recourſe:thou baft foʒſaken the miſeries 
cc and traueyles of this wozld,# haſte had by the enemy him- 
cc ſelfe, ſuch a ſepulture as thy woꝛthineſle deſerueth. There 
ce needeth nothing els to accompliſhe thy funerall,but onely 
ce the teares of her, whom thou diddeſt hartelpe loue, all the 
cc dapes of thy lyfe. Foz hauing wherof,our Loꝛd did put ine 
cc to the head of my vumercikull father to ſend thee vnto me, 
ec and truly J will beſtow ſome teares vppon thee: although 
cc J was determined to die, without ſheading any teares at 
cc all, ſtoutlie, not feare full of any thinge. And when J haue 
cc pow2ed th? out fo2 thee,J will cauſe my ſoule, which thou 
ce haſt heretofoze ſo carefullpkepte,to be iovned wpth thine, 
ce Fon, in what company can I trauell, moze contented,o2 in 
ec better ſafegard in places vnknowen, then with thy ſoule: 
c Truly J am well aſſured.that it is pet here within: þ hath 
cc xeſpecte to the place, aſwell of his owne pleaſures, asof 
ce mine, being aſlured(asſhe who ts certaine,that yet he loo⸗ 
ce ueth me) that he attendeth koꝛ mpne,of whom he is great- 
ly beloued. Mhen ſhe had thus ſayd,ſhe beganne to let 
fall (as thoughe there had been a fountaine in her head) ſo 
maup teares, as it was a mpꝛacle to beholde her, oftenti⸗ 
mes kiſling the dead harte. Mer mapdens that ſtoode as 
boute her, kne we not what hart that was, noꝛ whereunto 
thoſe wooꝛds did tende: but beinge moued with compaſſi- 
on, they all wepte : pittfullie demaundinge (althoughe in 
vapne) the occaſion of her ſoꝛowkull plaintes : andcom- 
fozced her ſo well as they could. ho after ſhe had pow⸗ 
red koꝛth ſufficient teares,lifted vppe her heade: and when 

ce hehad wiped her eyes, ſhe ſayd. Oh louing hart, all my 
ce dutte is kulſilled towardes thee , hauinge nowe nothinge 
L 
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to doe, but onelx to yelde koozth my gboſte, to accompany ” 
thyne And this ſapd,ſhe cauſed the glaſſe of water, which 22» 
ſhe had made the daye befoze , tobe bzought vnto her: and 
poured it out into thecuppewhere the hart lape, all bainen 
with a- multitude of teares: whiche ſhee putting to her 
mouthe, without feare,dzonke vp all. And that done, went 
into her bedde, with the cuppe in her hand, tolling ber bo⸗ 
die, as decently as ſhe could vpponthe ſame , holding the 
harte ofher dead frende , ſo nere as ſhee coulde , vnto her 
owne. Her maidens ſeing this (although they knewe not 
what water it was, v ſhe dzanke) ſent woꝛde to the king, 
who fearing that whiche happened, incontinenelye wente 
downe into his dougbters chamber: where he artiued euen 
at that inſtante, that ſhe had caſt her ſelke vpon the bedde. 
and being come to late to ſuccour her, wich ſwete wooꝛdes 
he began(ſeingherin thoſe pangues) to wepe bitterly, To 
whome his doughter ſayde: Father, kepe in thoſe vndeſi- 55 
red teares and beſtowe them not vpon me, foz I defire the >» 
not: who euer ſawe man beſide pou, to be wayle the wilful: >» 
neſle ol his owne facte. Yowe be it, if there do pet reſte in 5» 
you any ſparke of that loue, which pon haue alwapes bozne 25 
towardes me: graunt me this laſt requeſte,that although 5» 
you were not contented, chat J ſhould liue ſecretly and co⸗ 2» 
uertly with Guiſcardo, pet at leſt, cauſe our bodies to bee 2 
openly buried togethers, where it pleaſeth you to beſtowe » 
them. The anguilhe e ſoꝛowe, would not ſuffer the Paince 
to aunſwere one woꝛde fo2 weping. And the Ladie percei⸗ 
ning ber ende app}oche,cieped and ſtrained the dead hart, 
harde to her ſtomacke, ſaping. Farewell ſweete harte in 
God, fo Jam going ta him. And there withall ſhe cloſed - 
ber eyes, and loſt her ſenſes, departing out of this dolozous 
life. In this maner ſoꝛowekully ended che loue of Giſmon- 
da and Guiſcardo, as you haue hearde, whome the Pzince 
after be had wepte bis fill and taten to late repentaunce 


ko? his crueltie:cauſed honoʒablie to be buried, and infos 
O tits bed 
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ber both in one graue, not without great ſozowe ol all the 
people ok Salerne. 4 sass 30) 0438 nes ts 


¶ Mahomet one of the Turkiſhe Emperours z EXCCu» 
teth curſſed crueltie vpon a:Greeke maiden , whome hee 
tooke priſoner, at the wynning of Conſtantinople. 


F The:xl.No nell. 


<7 5 S pou doe euer make any pzoofe of trial, 
to knowe of what trampe the Arrowes 
FAFA of Loue be, and what fruite they vzynge 
(Ga cothem, that doe vſe and pꝛactile them: 
J am aſſured pau ſhall be touched with 
Nilome pitie, when pe vnderſtãde the beaſts 
— ie crueltie of an Jnfivell louer towards 
his Ladie Me of whome J wyll declare the hiſtozie, is Ma- 
homet, not the falſe Pꝛophete, dut the great graundfather 
- of Soliman Otiman, Emperoure oł the Turkes ,whichs 
raignedat.thattyme. Me it is, that ta the ſhame and eter⸗ 
nall infamie, of all Chꝛiſtian Pꝛinces of his tyme , did 
wynne Conſtantinople, and tooke'awaye the Caſte Em- 
pire from Conſtantine, a Chziſtian Tmperour, the peare 
of our Low 1453. Mahomet then hauing obteined ſo great 
' victozie at Conſtantinople: amonges the ſpoyle- of that 
riche Citie, there was kounde a Greeke mayden, of luche 
rare and excellent beautie, as ſhe allured the eyes of euer 
wight, to wonder and be holde her, as a thing miraculous; 
whoſe name was Hycrence, of the age of ſirtene oz ſeuen ; 
tene peares,Whome a Capitaine to gratifie his Lozde,vid 
pꝛeſente: a Jewell (as hee thought) moſte acceptable to 
bim, aboue all thinges ot the woꝛlde. The Emperour Ma- 
homet, poung and wanton beyonde meaſure, after he had 
taſte his eye vpon the mayden, and had grauen her beautie 
in his harte, gaue a ſtraighte charge, that n * 
0 ept (oz 
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kept koꝛ hym; hoping after che tumulte ol the warre was 
ended, to beſtowe conuenient tyme vpon her. The retracte 
ſounded , and the affaires of the Empire, reduced to ſure 
eſtate ,remembzing'him-'ſelfe ok the beautie ol Hyerenee, 
whiche hav made a bzeacheandentrie into his harte, com ; 
maunded that ſhee ſhould be bꝛought fao2th voto him, and 
hauing viewed her at his pleaſure, he felte him ſelfe ſo ſur⸗ 
pꝛiſed with that newe flame, that hee conceiued none other 
delight, but to plape and dallie with her, in ſuche ſozte, as 
his ſpirites being in Loues full poſſeſſion, Loue dealt with 
bym Co cruellie, as be coulde take no reſte daye no2 nigbt. 
Who pelded him ſelfe ſuche a pꝛaie, to his darling Hye» 
renee, that he felte none other conteatation in his mynde, 
but that whiche he receined of her. And this amoꝛaus paſs 
ſion indured , the ſpace okthzer continuall peares, taking 
ſuche vigoz and increaſe by litle and litle, that he began to 
foꝛget that, whiche appertained to the oznament and ho⸗ 
nour ok his Empire, leauing the whole adminiſtration of 
publique caules ta his Baſchats, he him ſeife being ſo ne⸗ 
gligent, as he tepoſed in them, all matters concerning the 
ſtate ofthe Empire. During this diſoꝛder, the vulgar peo⸗ 
ple began ſecretly to grudge, as well foʒ the confuſion and 
diſozder ofthe Empire, as foꝛ the il gouernment of þ ſame 
(and ſpecially, becauſe þ Baſchats corupted with auarice 
imployedthem ſelues to their particuler pꝛoſtte, and to ins 
riche them ſelues, with the ſpoile of the people), The Ianiſ⸗ 
{aries on the other ſide, a warlike people, and bzought vp in 
continuallererciſe of armes, began with openvoyce,to dee 
tracte and flaunder their Lozde , commonlie complaining, 
howe bee conſumed his life, like an effeminate perſone, 
without inkerring oꝛ doyng anye p2ofite to the Empire. To 
bee ſhoꝛte, the matter came to ſuche deſolation, as it might 
rather haue bene called a ſedition, then a murmure: and 
yet there was none ſo hardie, as durſt attempte, to declare 


the lame to the Empercur, knowing hym to be ok nature 
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terrible, eruell, and rigozous that with a wooꝛde woulde 
put him to death, that went about to withdzawe him from 
bis deſire, Therewithall he was ſo dzonke with the beau⸗ 
tie ok the Greeke, that the leſte matter, wherewith they 
might geue occaſion, to withdzawe him from his negligẽt 
life, was enough to dꝛiue himinto rage e furie This pooze 
Emperour was fobewitched, as not onely hee conſumed, 
dapes and nigbtes with ber, but he burned with continual 
Telouſte , whoſe beautte was ſo liuelie painted, in the ins 
ward partes ofhis hart and minde, that he remained thug 
ouerwhelmedin beaſtly pleaſure,euerpman in particuler, 
and all in generall, conſpired againſt him, with one deter⸗ 
minate minde, to pelde no moꝛe obedience vnto him in time 
to come. and purpoſed to choſe ſome Emperour, that were 
moze marctall and warlike, thzough whoſe ſuccour and 
counſaile, they might not onely conſerue the thinges gots 
ten,. but alſo amplifte the boũdes, and limites of their Ems 
pire. Muſtapha which was bzought vp with þ Emperour, 
a gentle perſonage,franke ot talke , and ſo nere to his mas 
leſtie, that he might go into his chãber, although Greeke 
was pꝛeſent: when he perceiued conuenient time, ſuche as 
be deſired to haue, repaired to the Emperour vpon a dape, 
who liking well his deuiſes, walked with him alone in his 
Gardeine, to whom after he had made great reuerence, ac⸗ 
« coꝛding to their cuſtome, he ſapde. My ſoueraigne loꝛd and 
ce maiſter, if I might ſpeake freely , without ſeruile feare, 
ce whiche ſtateth mee, oz if the terrour of pour diſpleaſure 
ce might not abaſh me, I would willingly declare vnto pour 
ce maieſtie, that which concerneth not onely pour ſecuritie # 
ce ſaulfegar de, but( which is moze)the ſaulfette of pour whole 
ce Empire. Whom Mahomet aunſwered with merie coun⸗ 
ce tenance in theſe woꝛdes Caſt away ſuch colde feare as ſtai⸗ 
cc ech thee, and ſpeake hardly thy minde . Shewe me what it 
cc is that toucheth me. J doubt, and it ſhall pleaſe pour mas 
ce leſtie, leſte I (hall ſeeme over pzeſumpcuous , and 12 
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{f Jdiſcoter the ſecretes of my hart, but our auncient edu⸗ 55 
cation, the dutie of my conſcience, with the experience, that 55 
you haue alwayes had of my ſidelitie, haue ſo much fozced 55 
mee, as being no longer able to rule mpſelfe, (Jam cone 5 
ſtrained,by what vertuous pꝛouocatiõ J know not) to ma- »5 
nifeſt thinges vnto you, that both time and neceſſitye, will 55 
make you to thincke them good and neceſſarie: Althoughe 55 
(it map ſo be)thatnow pour epes be ſo bounde bppe, in the 53 
baile of your diſoꝛdinate affection,that you cannot vigefte, „ 
oz take the ſame in good part. The life (my Loʒde) which »» 
pou haue ledde, ſithens the taking ol Conſtantinople, and 35 
the exteſſiue pleaſures,wherin pou baue bin plunged theſe 5» 
thꝛee pearts, is occaſton,that not onelye pour (ouldiours,# 5» 
the reſt of pour popular people, but the moſt faithful lozds 5 
of pour Empire, do murmurezconſpire,# conture againſt „ 
you. And pardon me (my Lo2d)if Iſpeake fo vnreuerent⸗ 55 
lv, in thinges touching your pꝛeſeruation. Fo? there fs no »3 
man, but doth very much marueile, ot this great and newe 55 
alteration that appeareth in you, which doth ſo abale you, 5» 
and maketh pou to degenerate from your auncient genero- 53 
ſitie and valiaunce, Your owne ſelfe hath given ouer your 53 
ſeife,to be a ſpoile and pꝛaye to a ſimple woman: that you 53 
wholie depend vpon her flatteries and allurementes: rea» »5 
ſon 02 counlaile can take no place in your paſſionate and af? »3 
flicted hart. But J humblie beſeech pour maieſtie, to en- 9» 
ter a little into pour ſelfe , and make a ſuruep of your life, »» 
that you haue leddt theſe thꝛee peares paſte. The glozp of . 
your aunceſtours and pꝛedeceſſours, acquired and wonne 2» 
by heading ok ſo much bloud, kepte bylo great pudence, 5 
conſerued by ſo happy counſell,haue they no repzefentati- >» 
on, oꝛ ſhew befoze pour face: The remembzaunce of thepz 5» 
memoꝛable victoꝛies, doth it not touche the depthe of pour »5 
conſcience ? The magnanimitie and valiaunce , whereby 55 
they be immo2talized, and their fame regeſtred thzoughe 53 
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te and Ponumentes grauen, and aduaunced to all comers 
«c ofthe earth, be they tbꝛowen downe and defaced, from the 
« ſiege of your remembꝛaunce: But where is now the ardẽt 
gc deſire, which boiled in you from pour inkancie, to make J. 
«c talie tributarie vnto you, & to cauſe pour ſelfe to be crow. 
ned at Rome, Emperour alwel ol Thoꝛient, as of the Oc⸗ 
ce cidente? This is not the way to ampliſie and inlarge pour 
c Empire, but rather to reſtraine and diminiſh v lame. This 
t is not the meane to pꝛeſerue it, but to diſpoile it and make 
ce it leſſe. It Ottoman the firſt tronke oz ſtocke of pour gen 
ce tle familye and kinred, had thus ginen himſelfe to be co2- 
<c rupted inidlenes,you had not now inherited þ noble kings 
«c dome ok Greece, no2 gouerned the countries of Galatia g 
« Bithinia, and manyother pꝛouinces, which enuironne the 
ce &reate ſea, Semblablie his ſonne Orcan (a lively Image 
cc ok his father and a folower of his valiaunt factes) had not 
te triumphed ouer Licaonia, Phrigia, Caria, noz dilated the 
cc boundes of bis Emppꝛe, to Helleſponte, That ſhall J 
ce ſpeake of Amurates, the ſucteſſour of Orcan, who was the 
« firſt that inuaded Europa, conquered I hracia, Syria, Raſia 
ce and Bulgaria: And Baiazet like wyſe, did uot be cut of the 
ce bead ok the greate Tamburlain, which called himſelfe the 
ce ſcourge of God, #bzought into 5ᷣ field foure hundzed thous 
ce lande Scithians a hopſebacke, and ſire hundzedthouſande 
«« footemen : Shall J paſſe over with ſilence the vertuous 
cc txploites of pour grandfather Mahomet, who conquered 
«« Macedonia, made the Countries to feele the edge of his 
tc {wo2d, euen to the ſea Ionicum, lettinge paſſe many won⸗ 
ce derkullexpeditions and iourneis, by him made againſt the 
ce Lidiams Scicilians: But nowe J cannot reuiue the me- 
tc none ot pour father Amurate, but to my great ſozow and 
ce grieke, who by the ſpace ofxl.yeres, made the Sea g earth 
te £o tremble and quake, and with the furſe of his ſtronge 
tc hand, vſed ſuch cruel reuengment ouer the Grekes, þthe 
- menozle of the woundes do remaine at this pꝛeſent, euen 
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tothe mountaines of Thomao and Pindus, he ſubingated , , 
the Phocians: made tributarie Athenes, Beotia, Actolia, „ 
Caramaniazand all the barbaraus nations, frũ Moreato 5 „ 
ſtraits of Corinthe hat neede I here to bzing in p cruel „, 
battell that be fought with the Emperour Sigiſmunde, c „ 
Philip Duke ot Burgiudia,wherin he ouerthzew p whole ,, 
foxce ofthe Chꝛiſtians, toke the Emperour pziſoner,#the ,, 
Duke ok Burgundie alſo, wbb he ſent to Andrionopolis? „ 
Oꝛ to remeber other ſierce armies which he ſent into Hu- ,, 
garie, wher ol your maieſty is a faithfull witnes, vour ſelfe „ 
being ſtil there in your owne perſon. Judge then my Lozd „ 
what diligence, intollerable trauell, he vſed in his mani⸗ „ 
folde gloztous enterpꝛiſes, and famous victoꝛies. Do pou „ 
thincke, that if hee had bin idle in his palace, amonges the „ 
Ladyes you had inherited your Emppꝛe, oz had nowe bin „ 
Lo2d of ſo many excellent Pꝛouinces: which be is not ſuf- ,, 
ficient to rule, p cannot pꝛouide toconfirme,# eſtabliſh the ,, 
lame. There be many of your ſubiettes and vaſſals at this „ 
day, which do obey & honour pour Paieſtie moꝛe foy feare, ,, 
then good loue they beare you) that woulde rebell againſt , 
pou, ff Foꝛtune would turne her backe. The Chziſtians of, 
longtime (as pou know) haue ſwoꝛne pour ruine ⁊ deſtruc⸗ ,\ 
tio, Yozeouer they ſay þ their high biſhop p pope ol Rome „ 
bath conuocated all his pꝛelates tovnitie, # reconciledthe „ 
Pafces Monarches of Chꝛiſtẽdome together, to ouerrun ,, 
vou, and to take þ Scepter out of pour hands, q to diſpaile , 
pou of pour Empire. But what know we whither they wil ,, 
loyne their fozce with the power ofthe Perſian Sophi,your „ 
capital enemie, 02 W the Souldan of Aegipt, your auncitt ,, 
aduerſarp:which ifthey come to paſſe(as God fozbid)your „ 
Empire wilbe cõſumed. Gather your wits then together, ,. 
fro henceloꝛth my Loꝛd, c call againereaſs,which ſo ma- ,_ 
ny yerespou haue baniſhed fro you. Awake out ofp deepe ,, 
lleepe,which hath ſealed vp your eyes. Fmitate e folow 5 „ 


trade of pour aũceſtoʒs, which euer loaed better * dapok , 
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& honour , then ahundzed living yeares of ſhame & repꝛoch. 
ec Attend to the gouernment of your Empire. Leaue of this 
cc cffeminate life, Recetue againe the ſmell of pour gene roll⸗ 
cc ty and vertue. And ik pou cannot at one time,cutteof @ res 
ce moue, all that amoꝛous heate, which vudermineth ſo pour 
cc hart, moderate the ſame bylitle and litle, c giue ſome hope 
cc to pour people, which thincke you to be vtterlye loſte, and 
ce deſperate of recouerie. Oꝛ if ſo be the Greeke do delighte 
ce you ſo much, who ſhall let pou to carpe her with you in all 
cc your tourneis # expeditions % Mh, cannot pou together, 
cc both enioy her beauty,and vſethe pꝛactiſe of armes : Mee 
ce thincke that pour pleaſure ſhalbe greater, after you haue 
cc wonne ſome victozp, and ſubdued ſome countrye, to inioye 
cc her in your armes, then to remaine in a houſe, with eternal 
ce inkamie, and continuall grudging ok pour ſubiectes. But 
cc m2cue I p2ay you, to ſeparate your ſelfe certaine dayes fr 
cc her, and pou ſhall certainly iudge, how farre moe paſſing 
ce the pleaſures beſo differred, then thoſe that be daily vſed. 
cc Pet one thinge moꝛe, and it pleaſe pour Maieſtie, there re- 
4c ſteth to be ſaide, which is, that all the victozies of pour pꝛo 
é genitours, oꝛ the conqueſtes, which pour ſelfe hath made 
cc he to [mall purpoſe, it you doe not ker pe them and increaſe 
ce them, 5 kceping ofa thing gotten, being ot no leſſe gloꝛy # 
6 pꝛaiſe, then the conqueſt, Be now then a conquerour of 
cc pour ſelfe, humblie beſeching your Maieſtie, that if J haue 
« ſpoken any thing, diſagreable to your minde,accozding to 
© pour wonted clemencie to pardon the lame, and to impute 
* the fault to my bounden duty, and the care that J haue of 
pour honour and ſafetye, Mahomet after he had heard þ 
longe diſcourſe of his llaue, ſtoode as ſtill as a blocke, aid 
firing his eyes vppon the grounde, with ſodaine chaunge 
of colour, declared byoutward ſignes, the agitations and 
bnquietnes of his minde in ſuch wile,as p pooze flaue Mu- 
ſtapha, ſeing in him thoſe alterations, was in doubt of his 
like: whole woozds lo pꝛicked the Emperours harte, that 
he kne we 
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he knew not what to do, oʒ whereupon to be reſolued, and 
feeling his conſcience troubled, with a furious attel:kno 
wing euldentlye that Muſtapha had ſpoken the truth, and 
that he vttered the ſame like a truſtie ſeruaunt to his mai⸗ 
ſter. But on che other ſide the beautie of the Greeke, was 
till bekoꝛe his eyes, and the minde he had to abandon her, 
gaue him ſuche alarme, that he ſeemed at that inſtante, as 
though his hart had been tozne out of his belly. And thus 
moued with diuers tempeſtes, and diſquietcd with lundꝛy 
thoughtes, hauing his epes inflamed, with great rage and 
furie, he laid vnto him. Althoughe thou haſt ſpoken vnre- „ 
uerently inougb, yet our education together, and the fide⸗ 33 
litie þ J haue pꝛoued in thee in time paſte, ſhalbe thy par · „ 
don fo2 this time. To the purpoſe Bekoꝛe the Sunne doth „, 
tompaſſe the Zodiacke, J will let it be knowen to thee and „ 
other, what puiſſaunce & power, gouerne I my ſelfe,whe- „ 
ther Jam able to bzidle mine affection o2 not. Take oꝛder „ 
in the meane time that all my noble men. the Baſchats, and „ 
the pꝛincipall of my men of warre, be aſſembled together „ 
to moꝛowe, in the middes ok the greate halle of mp palace. „ 
This determination finiſhed,the Emperour went into the 
Greeke, with whom he reioyled all that day and nigbt, and 
made moꝛe ok her then eutr he did bekoze. And the moze 
to flatter her, he dined with her, and commaunded that ak 
ter dinner, the ſhould adozne herſelfe with her moſt pꝛeci⸗ 
dus Jewels, and decke her with the coſtlieſt apparell ee 
had. Whereuntothe pooze wenche obeied, not knowinge þ 
t was her funeral garmentes. On the other ſide, Muſta. 
pha vntertaine oł the Emperours minde at the houre aps 
pointed, cauſed all the nobilitie to be aſlembled in the hall, 
euerpe of theym marueilinge what moued the Emperour 
a to do, ſithens he bad ſo long time ſhut vp himſelfe, with⸗ 
out ſhewing his perſon abzode. Being thus allembled, and 
euere man talking diuerſipe of this matter, accozvinge as 
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ball, leading the Greeke by the hand, who being adozned, 
otherwiſe then ſhe was wont to be, was accompanied and 
garniſhed with beautie, ſo rare and excellent, as ſhe reſem⸗ 
bled rather an heaufly Goddeſſe, thẽ a humaine creature. 
The Turke being come into the hall, after that the Lozds 
had made their reuerence, accozding to their wonted ma⸗ 
ner, be holding till the faire Greeke by the left hande, and 
ſtoode (till in the middeſt of the ſame loking furioufly roſid 

c about him, he laid vnto them. So farre as J| bnderſtand, 
<« all ye do mutine and grudge, becauſe J(bcing vanquiſhed 
< with Loue) cannot be deuided noz yet content my ſelfe dap 
© noꝛz nigbt, from 5ᷣ pꝛeſence of this Greeke. But J do know 
< none ok pou all ſo continente, and chaſte in Loue, that if het 
c had in poſſeſſion, a thing ſo rare and pꝛecious, ſo amiable 
te indowed with beautie lo excellent, but befoze he could fo · 
ce get her, and giue her ouer, hee woulde thꝛee times be well 
tc aduiſed. Nhat ſay you to the matter: Euer of you ſhall 
haue free liberty, franckly to tel me pour minde. But they 
rapt with an incredible admiration, to ſee ſo faite a thing, 
ſayde that he had with greate reaſon paſſed his time wyth 
her. Mherunto the barbaroug cruel Pꝛince aunſweaxed, 

ce Mell, now then J wil make you to vnderſtand,that there 
cc is no earthlie thing that cã bind p,o2captiuate mp ſentes 
cc ſo m uch, but that from hencefoꝛth J will folow the glozie 
cc of mine aunceſtours, and immitate the valiaunce of the 
«« Ottomans, which is ſo fixed in my bꝛeaſte, as nothinge but 
death is able to blotte it out ot my remembꝛaunce. Thoſe 
woꝛdes finiſhed, incontinently with one of his bandes, bet 
catched the Greeke by the heare ol the head, and wich his 
other hand, be dꝛew out his falchion from his ſide, and fol- 
ding his handes about her golden lockes, at one blow hee 
ſtrake of her head, to the great terrour ofthem all. Then 

« he had ſo done, he ſaid vnto them: Now ye know, whether 
cc pour Emperour is able to repzeſle , and bꝛidle his affecti⸗ 
« ang, oʒ not. (Clithin a while after, meaninge to r 
the 
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the reſt of his cbalere, he addzeſſeda Campe ol foure ſcoze, 
oz an hũdꝛed thouſand men: wich whom percing Bouſline, 
be beſteged Belgrade, where Foꝛtune wasſo contrary vn⸗ 
to him, that he was put to flight, and loſte there a notable 
battaile againlt che Cziſtians, vnder the conduct of Iohn 
H uniades, ſurnamed le Blanck, who was father of 5 woz⸗ 
thie and glozious king Mathic Coruin, 


DV 
FO EW, ES 


f ALadiefalſheaccuſcd of adultrie was condempned to 
be deuoured of Liõs: the maner of her deliuerie, and how 
cher innocencie being knowen) her accuſer felt the paines 
for her prepared. 
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> £424/2 the Countrfe of Aquitane, there was 
©1019» /2(0ontime aLozd, whoſe lands and loꝛdſhips 
ape betweene Liſmoſine and Poictou, and 
N Ve ( [fo the antiquitye of his houſe was renow⸗ 
med, both foz bloude and wealth, amonges 
the chiefe okall the Countrie. Being allied in kinred wyth 
the beſt, hee had full acceſſe and fauour,as well in the hou⸗ 
ſes of the auntiente Dukes of Guienne, and Countes of 
Poitou, as in the Nopall Cour tes of the French kinges. 
This Loꝛde (whom Bandello the aucthour of this hiſtoꝛy. 
affirmeth to be Signor de la Rocca Soarda, hut the tranſla⸗ 
tour æaugmentoꝛ of the lame in French, called Francois 
de Belle Foreſt, leaueth out his name, foꝛ good reſpect as he 
alleageth kept a great Court liberal houſehold,# lingus 
larlie delighted (after þ maner of Frẽch nobilitie / in hits 
tinge x hawking. His houſe alſo was had in greater admi⸗ 


racion (the rudenes tignozaunce of that tyme was ſuch) 
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"becauſe he had gotten beaſtes of ſtraunge countries,chef 
lie Lions, wherein he had great pleaſure,aſwellfoz p rare. 
neſſe of that beaſt in Fraunce, as fo; a certaine generoſitie, 
that he knew to be in the ſame, which reſembled the mag» 
nanimitie and courage of noble men , whoſe mindes & ſpi⸗ 
rites, doe not eſteeme thinges that be vaine, and cannot be 
affraide in doing ok deedes,whereunto honour is offred fo 
reward. This Lozd maried a La... the doughter of one 
of his neighbours, a woman woꝛthie ko ſuch a huſbande: 
whoſe beautie was ſo rare, as there was none comparable 
vnto her:which p moe increaſed, koꝛ that ſhee was indued 
with perfite vertue, and furniſhed with ſo good behauiour, 
as right good mindes and wirtes ſhould be occupied, naie, 
rather put to their ſhiftes to decide, whether gikte were 
greateſt, either the exquiſite woꝛkemanſhippe of her excel- 
ling beautie, oz whether Nature had imploied al her cune 
ning, to frame a body to hppeare befoze men miraculous, 
oꝛ els her honeſt pozte, her good grace, curteſte, and graue 
mildnes, accompanied with vertue, not vulgare oꝛ comms 
2o many men, which made this Ladie to ſhine, like the gli- 
ſteringe Planet of Mars, amonges other the wanderinge 
ſtarres. In ſuch wiſe as the very ſauage and bzute, were 
foxced with ſplendent kame, to pꝛaiſe her to be ſuch a wo⸗ 
mã, whole equall they neuer knew, to be in all their Coũ · 
trie, who made the houſe ol ber huſband glozious, and him 
à contented man, to beholde ſuch a ſtar re to lie by his ſide, 
which ſuficed to illuſtrate and beautiſie a whole countrie, 
bp her onely pꝛeſeuce. tu nobilitate a race, althougbe the 
bloud of aunteſtours did faile, foꝛ the accompliſhmente of 
their perfection. Such is the great foꝛee of vertue, which 
not onelp did aduaunce her aboue other creatures, but alſo 
did conltraine the enuious.to haue her in admiration. But 
theſe admiratours, and pꝛaiſers of vertue, doe not.vſe like 
indeuour fo2 y merites of bertue, rather they imploie their 


ane lp indultrle, to gather ſome pꝛolite of vertue, and then 
(follows 
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(followifigg the nature of the dogge) they retourne to their 
vomite, and vomite koꝛth their venime, hidden in their ſer⸗ 
pents bꝛeaſt. As it came to paſſe, and was euident in ater⸗ 
talne man, that was Ste warde of this noble mans houſe 
(truly a very happpe houſe, as well t̃oʒ the honeſt loue, be⸗ 
twene the Loꝛd and the Ladp, as foz the vertue and clemt᷑⸗ 
cy, where with both the one and the other were atcompa⸗ 
nie d) who in the beginninge, as honeſtie and duetie did re⸗ 
gutre, was a louer of good maners, and commendable de⸗ 
mcanour of his Lady and maiſtreſle, afterwardes(foꝛget⸗ 
ting the fidelitie, which he did owe vnto his Loꝛde, the na⸗ 
bilitie of his pꝛe dete ſſours, and the perill of his owne life) 
began to loue ber, and ſetue her in harte, and towiſhe fo2 5 
fatreſt thinge, which out wardlpe did appeare to be in her, 
where he oughte not lo much, as with the loke ok his eye, 
to giue any atteint of liking,fo2 the reuerẽce ot᷑ him, which 
was the right owner, and iuſte poſſeſſo2 of the ſame. This 
maiſter foole then, not meaſuring his foꝛces, and lefle fol⸗ 
lowinge the inſtincte of realon, became ſo amourous of his 
Madame,; as continually he imag ined by what meanes be 
mighte giue her to vnder ſtand the paines and languozes, 
wherein he liued koz the loue of her. But (alas) theſe deui⸗ 
ſes vaniſhed, like a litle diſperſed cloude, at the rylinge ot p 
Sunne. Foz thinkinge vppon the vertue ol his maiſtreſſe, 
his deſires were ſoner remoued from his hart, cht he was 
able to impꝛeſſe them in the ſeate ol his iudgement, cher by 
to take anye certaine alluraunce. Notwichſtandinge his 
hcade ceaſed not to butlde Caſtels in the ayze,and made a 
pꝛomiſe tohimſelfe to enioye her, whom he woꝛchipped in 
his hart . Foꝛ he toke ſuch paynes by his humble ſeruice, 
that in the ende he acquired ſome part of his Ladyes good 
grace and fauour. And foꝛ that he durſte not be ſo bolde to 
manifeſt vnto her the vehemence ok his griefe, he was cos 
tented a long time,toſhew a counterfaict top, which raiſed 


vnto him a liuely ſpzing of (ozowes & diſpleaſures, which 
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o2dinarily did frette and boyle bis minde ſo muche: as the 
foxce of his weping koꝛ vaine bope, was able co ſuffocate 
the remnant of life, that reſted in his toꝛ mẽted hart, which 
cauſed certaine litle bꝛokes of teares to ſtreame downe, al. 
ſailing the minde of this fooliſhe Louer . This faire and 
chaſte Ladie was ſo reſolued, in the laue of her huſbande, 
that the toke no regarde of the countenaunces,and fooliſhe 
faſhions of this maiſter Louer . Who ſeing his miſhappe 
to growe to diſpaire, and from thence foozthe noremedie, 
that whether by reiopſe, well hoping of better lucke, oz foz 
ſodaine and miſerable death, be determined to pzoue Foz- 
tune: and to ſte if the water of his hope, coulde finde any 
paſſage , ſtedfaſtlye determined, that if he were thzowen 
downe hedlong into the bottome of Refuſal,and contemp- 
ved fo2 his ſeruice, not to retire againe, but rather further 
to plondge,fo2 the accelcrating of the ruine of him ſelf, and 
bis deſires. Foz he thought it impoſſible, þ bis harte could 
indure mote intoll et able heate,of that inviſible fter,then it 
had felt alreadie,if he founde no meanes fox the ſmoke, to 
baue ſome vent and iſſue. Fo2 whiche conſideration, cleane 
beſides him ſelfe,bewitched with fooliſh Lone, like a beaſt 
thꝛougbly tranſfozmed into a thing, that had no ſenſe of a 
reaſonable man(ſuch as they be accuſtomably, that be in- 
rolled in the muſter bookes of Venus ſoune)was purpoſed 
to open to the Ladie(when occaſion ſerued) both the euill, g 
alſo the griete that he ſaſteined, in bearing towarde her, ſo 
great and extreme affection. Beyold here, one of the effects 
of humane follie: this was the lirſte acte of the Tragedie, 
wherein loue maketh this bꝛainleſſe man to playe, the firſt 
and pꝛincipall parte vpon the Stage. This pooze gentle⸗ 
man (other wpſe a good ſeruaunt, and care ſull fo2 the pzos 
fite and honoure of his maiſter) is nowe ſo voyde of him 
ſelfe,and blinde in vnderſtanding, as hee maketh no con⸗ 
ſcit᷑ce to aſſaile her (ta defraude ber of her greateſt vertue) 
the ſimple name ol whom, ought to haue made him trible 
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foꝛ keare, and to bluſhe fo2 ſhame, rather then fo2 her beat» 
tie ſake, and naturall curteſie, to diſpoyle her of her hone⸗ 
ſtie, and to attempte a thing vncertaine to winne, and alſo 
moe daungerous to pꝛactiſe. Nowe, whiles be liued, in 
the attemte ol his hoped occaſion, it chaunced that the La⸗ 
die ( thinking no malice at all) began to beholde the Ste- 
war de, with a better eie and looke moze familier , then any 
of the gentlemen, and domeſticall ſeruauntes of the bouſe, 
23 well koꝛ the painted houtie of this Galant, as to ſe him 
ſo pꝛompte & redie to obey her. And therefoze vpon a daye, 
as ſhe walked in the Gallerie, ſhe talled him vnto her, and 
verie kamilierlp communicated, certaine affaires, touching 
the pꝛolite of the houſe. Pe that marched not but vpon one 
foote, and burned with Loue, and whoſe harte leapte fo2 
ioye, and daunced fo2 gladneſſe, thought that he had nowe 
obteined the toppe of his felicitie, the whole effect ofhis 
deſire:ſodainly be caſt awap, the diſpaire of his foꝛmer cone 
ceiptes, obiecting him ſelle to the daunger, wherin he was 
like to bee ouerwhelmed, if the Ladie accepted not his re⸗ 
queſt, with good digeſtion. In the end, recouering fo2ce, he 
diſcourſed in minde this wicked opinion, wher with fooliſh 
and wilkull fleſhly louers,doe blaſon and diſplaye , the hos 
nour and chaſtitie of Ladies, when they make their vaunte 
that there is no womã, be ſhe neuer (o chaſte, continente, oz 
honeſt, but in the ende peldeth, if ſhe be thꝛoughly purſued, 
O, the woꝛdes and opinionok a beaſt, rather then of a man 
knowing vertue. Js the nomber of chaſte women ſo dimi⸗ 
niſhey, that their renowme at this dape, is like a Boate in 
the middes of ſome tempeſtious ſea, whereunto, the mari⸗ 
ners do repaire to ſaue them ſelues : It is the only vertue 
of Ladies, which doeth conſtraine them, to vomite fooꝛthe 
their poyſon, when they ſee them ſelues deceived, ok their 
fonde and vncomely demaundes , A man ſhall neuer heare 
thoſe wooꝛdes pꝛocede, but from the mouthes of the moſte 
laſciutous, whiche delight innothing = but to * 
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the good names of Ladies, afterward to make them ridi⸗ 

culous to the wozlde . Retourne we then to our purpoſe, 

this valiaunt ſouldiour of loue, willing to geue che firſt one 

ſet, vpon his ſwete enemie, began to ware pale, and to trẽ⸗ 

ble, like the Reede, blowen with the wynde, and knoweth 

not in what part, oꝛ by what meanes., to beſtowe the ſir ſte 

fiokes of his aſſault. At length witb foltring tongue, and 

trembling voyte, he ſpeaketh to bis Ladie in this wyſe, 
ce Alas madame, how happie were the courſe of our tranſito« 
ec rie life, i the comms paſſions, receiued no increaſe of trou⸗ 
cc hles, by ne we # diners accidents, which leme to take roote 
tc in vs, foꝛ the very great diminutton of that libertie, which 
cc enery man doth ſtudie ſa much to conſerue. But truly that 
s ſtudie is vain, and the paine therok vnp}oficablte beſtowed. 
c« Fg he inkoꝛceth him ſelke, to liue free from paſſion, which 
cc in the middes ok his infoꝛcement, feeleth him ſelle to be bio⸗ 
cc lently conſtrained, and ſeeth the taking away of bis liber⸗ 
cc tie, to be a certaine impeachemente, whiche tbereunto hee 
ce would geue. Alacke, J haue pꝛoued that miſchiefe, and am 
cc pet in the greateſt exceſſe, & pangues of mp diſeaſe. J fele 
cc (alas) a diuerſitte of anguiſhes, and a Sea of troubles, 
ce which toꝛmente my minde and pet. J dare not diſcouer the 
ce cauſe, ſeing that p thing, which is the koũtaine of mygrief, 
cc to be of ſuche deſert, as my ſeruice paſte , and all that is to 
ce cone , is not able to geue the pꝛooke, if one ſpeciall grace 
cc and fauour, doe not inlarge, the litle power that is in mee, 
ce tocounteruatle the greatneſſe, and perkectid ok that, which 
ce thus doth variat and alter, bothe my thoughtes and pals 
cc ſtons, Pardon mee (madame) if J doe ſpeake obſcurelxe, 
cc fo2 the confuſton of mp minde, maketh mp wooꝛdes coꝛre⸗ 
ce ſpondent „ to the qualitie of the lame. Motwithſtan⸗ 
cc ding, J wyll not kepe ſilente krom pou, that whiche J doe 
ce ſuffer, and muche leſſe dillemble , what paſſion J ins 
ce dure, bepng aſſured , fo2 pour vertue and gentlenes, that 
ce pou ( moued with compaſſion ) will luccour me, fo — 
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as ſhall lie in you, foz pꝛeſeruacion of the life of him, that „ 
is the beſt and moſt obedient ſeruaunt amonges them all, »» 
that do you bũble ſeruice. The Lady which neuer thought »5 
of the wickedneſſe. which this inſenſate man began to ima · »- 
gine: aunſwered him verye curteouſlp. J am ſozie trulpe 55 
ko pour miſhap,and da marueile, what ſhould be the effect 55 
of that paſſion, which as you ſap,you feele with ſuch dimus 55 
nicion of that, which is perfect, and accompliſhed in pou. 55 
Foz I do ſee no cauſe that ought to moue you to ſo ſtraũge 55 
infir mitie, whereof pou told mee, and wherewith Ahadal - 5 
readie foũd fault, although you had laid nothing. J would 55 
to God J knew, which wap to helpe pou, aſwel foʒ mp lozd 5» 
my huſ bandes ſake , whoe Jam ſure doch beare you good 55 
will, as fo2 the honeſtie, which hetherto J haue knowen to 55 
be in pou, wherein I thincke all other reſembling vou, ſozʒ »5 
vertue and good conditions, doe deſerue that accompt and »» 
tonſideration Me that thought her already to be taken in 
his nettes, leing ſo faire a wape open and cleare, to diſcloſe 
that, which he had kept couerte ſo long, in che depth of bis 
hart, aunſweared. Ah madame, are pe ignozaunte ok the „ 
foxces of Loue, and how much his aſſaultes, can debilitate „ 
the linelihoode of the bodies and ſpirites of men + Rnowe 2» 
ye not that he is blinde and naked, not caring whither hee „ 
coeth,manifeſting himſelke there; wher occaſion isoffred% „ 
Alas madame, if pou haue not pitie bppon mee and do not „„ 
regard that, which Ido ſuffer fo2 the loue ofyou, J know „ 
not how Jam able to auopde death, which will appꝛoche „„ 
ſo ſone to cutte of, and abʒidge my peares,as I hall vnder⸗ ,, 
ſtande arefaſall of that, which the extreme Loue J beare „ 
you(mavame)fozceth mee to require: which is to receiue a „ 
new ſeruice, ot pour auncient and faithfull ſeruiture: who „ 
inflamed by the bzighte beames of pour deuine face, knaW» „ 
eth nat how to chaunge his affection, and much leſle to-re- ,, 
ceiue belpe, but of the place, where hee receined the pꝛicke ;, 
Extuſe Madame J heſcech 1 f my rachnelle, and pardon „ 
u. mp 
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ce my kollie, accuſe rather, either your celeſtiall beautie, oꝛ cls 
ce that tyꝛant Loue. who bath wounded me lo luckelte, as J 
cc eſteme mine euill, foꝛtunate, and my wounde happie: ſithe 
ce by hizmeane , my thoughtes and cogitations, doe onelye 
ec tende to do you ſeruice, and to loue you in mine hart, which 
ce is the Phenix of the faireſt and moſte curteous Ladies, 
ce within all our Pzonince. Alas, that excellencie, which thus 
cc maketh me pour ſeruaunt ſhall one daye be my roine, if by 
cc your good grace(ſpeakingit with weaping teares) you doe 
ce not fauour bim, which liueth not, but to obey pou, x which 
6c leſing pour good grace, will attempte to depziue him lelite 
cc of life, which being depziued through your crue lies will 
ce goe to complaine ot his bolde attempt, and alſo ot phat ris 
cc goʒ amonges the ghoſtes, and ſhadowes of them that bee 
cc a{readie dead, fo2 like occaſion. The chaſte Ladie was ſo 
rapte of wittes,fo2 the ſtraungenes of che caſe, and foꝛ che 
griefe whiche ſhe conceiued, to ſee the vnſhamekaſt hat di⸗ 
nelle of the varlette, as ſhe could not tell how to make him 
aunlwere: But in the ende bzeaking ſilence and tteching 
a great ſighe, from the battome ot her harte, her face ſtay⸗ 
ned with a freſhe Uermilion rudde, whiche beautifiedher 
.. colour, by reaſon of diſdaine, conceiued againſt this impu⸗ 


= dent Dzatoz,ſheaunſwepeabimverie leuereip. D God, 


«« who wouldhauethoughtzp from apart nobly bꝛoug ht vp, 
4c and deriued from an honourable race, avilane ſo greate, 
ce could haue taken roote, and ſpꝛing vp with luch deteſtable 
cc kruite : Al hat maiſter Stewarde ? aue ye foꝛgotten the 
cc dutie of a ſeruaunt, towarde his Loꝛde and matſter ? Yane 
cc yt fo2xotten J ſape, che dutie of a vertuous gentleman, wel 
cc nouriſhed and trayned vp, towarde ſuche and lo great a la⸗ 
ec die ag Jam: Ah Thefe and Traitour. Is this the ve nime 
cc whiche thou kepeſt ſo couert and lecrete, under the ſwetes 
cc neſſe of thy counterfaicte vertue : A vaunte varlet, a vaũt: 
cc Goe vtter thy ſtaſte, to them that be like thy ſeit, whole ho⸗ 
60 nour and honeſtie is ſo karre ſpent, as thy loialtie is light 
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and bayn. Foz if I beare thee ſpeake any moꝛe of theſe fol- 5 
lies, be allured that J wil moztifie that raging flame, which 5 
burneth thylight beleuing harte, and will make thee feele 5» 
by effecte, what maner of death that is, wherein thou re- »» 
yoſel the reſte of thy trauell - As this deceiued Dzatour, »» 
was framing his excuſe , and about to moderate, the iuſt 
w2ath of his Ladie, diſpleaſed vpon good occaſion, ſhe not a⸗ 
ble to abyde any moze talke,ſayde further. And what ſig» ,, 
nes of dichoneſtie halte thou leen in mee, that moue thee, to „ 
pet ſwade a thing lo wicked, and vncomely foz mine eſtate, ,, 
yea and lo pꝛeiudiciall, to me, to my frendes, and the houſe „ 
of thy maiſter, my Loꝛde and ſpouſe? Itan not tell what it „ 
is that letteth me, from cauling thee to be caſte foozthe a- ,, 
monges the Lions (cruell and capitall enemies of adulte- ,, 
rie, amonges tbem ſelues / ſithe thy pꝛetence is, by violating „ 
my chaſtitie, to diſhonour the houſe, whereunto thou oweſt ,, 
20 le lie, tben al the aduaũcements thou haſt: from the taſte „, 
whereof thou haſt abandoned Uertue,the belt thing wher⸗ „ 
with thou were affected. Auoyde nowe therefoze, let me „ 
heare no moꝛe ofthis, vppon papne of thy life, otherwyſe „ 
thou ſhalz feele the rewarde of thy temerite, and under ⸗ „ 
ſtande the bitterneſle of the litle pleaſure, whiche Jhaue „ 
conceiued of thy kollies. So the good Ladie held her peace, „, 
reſeruing in ber harte, that whiche ſhould bee her helpe in 
time and place: howbeit ſhe ſayde nothing hereof bnto ber 
hulbande, aſwell foz raiſing offence oꝛ ſlaunder, as fo2 pꝛo⸗ 
uoking him againſt him, whiche luſteined che puniſhement 
him ſelfe, ſithe that this refuſe, did moze ſtraungely pinche 
bim, nerer at the barte, then euer the Egle of Caucaſus 
( whereof the Poetes haue talked ſa muche ) did tier the 
mawe of the ſubtile thefe Prometheus. And pet thevnhaps 
pie ſtewarde not contented , with the miſchieke tommitted 
againſt þ honour of his maſſter,ſeing pit was but loſt time 
to continue his purſute,p that his gaine would bee no leſſe 


h7 death,if he accozdig to her pꝛomiled thꝛeates, did ther⸗ 
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of aduertiſe ber huſband, being a chalericke man, x ligbte 


of beliete, and becauſe the ſaid Steward, koz ſuch an enter⸗ 
p2ile had receiued a ſimple recompence, althoughe copreſ- 
pondent to his deſert, pꝛemeditated woꝛſe miſchiefes,moze 
noiſome theu the ſirſt. Me was in doubte, whether it were 
better fo2 him to tarie oz to departe, ſich two thinges in a 
maner, were intollerable foz him to ſuffer. Foz he coulde 
not fozſake the houſe, where from his cradle, he had been 


- To finely bzought vp, the loꝛd wherof madeſomuch of him, 
às ok his owne perſon. On the other ſide, he knewe that ſo 


long as the Lady was aliue, he could haue nomaner of top 
02 contentation. Fo that cauſe,conuerting extreeme lone 
(which once he bare to h Lady into cruel hatred, vnſeeme⸗ 
ly foꝛ a bzutal beaſt, and into an inſaciable deſire of reueng: 
he determined to addꝛeſſe ſo ſtrong an ambuſhe, trained w 
ſo great ſubteltie,that ſhe was not able to eſcape, without 
daunger of her life and honour, whereof Ge declared her- 
ſelfe to be ſo carefull, Alas, what blindnes is that, which 
captiuateth the wittes & ſpirite of him, that feedeth him- 
ſelfe ofnothing els, but vpon the rage of fãtaſtical deſpite, 
and vpon the furie of diſpaire. Do wee not lee, that after 
Reaſon giueth place to deſired reuenge of wzong thought 
to be recetued, man diſpoyleth himſelfe of that, which ap- 
pertayneth to the kinde of man, to put on the fierce nature, 
of the moſte bꝛute and cruell beaſtes, to runne headlonge 
without reaſon, toward the place wher the diſozdinate ap- 
petite of affections,voth conduct him: TUWhereof J will 
not aduouche any other example, but of thts traitour, who 
paſſionated not with Loue, but rather with rage and furp, 
ceaſeth not to eſpie all the actions, and behauiour of his 
Ladie, to the intente he mighte bzinge to ende his deuiled 


trealon againſt her, that thougbte (perchaunce) no moꝛe of 


bis folies, but honeſtlie to paſſe the time, with her deare & 
welbelouer huſbande. Trulp, if this Lady had been ok the 
diſpoſi tion of ſome women (that care not to moleſte they? 

buſ- 
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buſbands,fo2 the firſt Flie that buzzech befoze their eyes, 
concepuing a friuolous and ſodaine opinion of their chaſti⸗ 
tie, not ſo much aſlailed,oz to ſharpelp defended, chauncing 
glozious Pympnes and high pzaples of their victoꝛie) cet · 
cainly ſhe had not tombled herſelfe into ß daunger, wher⸗ 
unto afterwards ſhe fell. Notfo2 that I will blame them, 
that do reueale to theyꝛ huſbandes the aſſaults which they 
receiue of impoꝛtunate ſuters, that doe aſſaie to deflower 
their Chaſtitie. Yec J will ſaye that Podeſtie in the ſame 
(as in euerp other humaine action) is greatly to be requi- 
red, ſich that ſuch a one. by thincking to extolle her honour 
and honeſtie, and ta make pzoofe of her chaſtitpe, rendzeth 
the ſame luſpicious, and giueth occaſton to talke to the peo 
ple, that is moze apt and redie to ſlaunder and defame, then 
by good repoꝛt to pꝛayſe them, which by vertue do delerue 
commendation, bʒinging the lyfe and fame ok her hulband, 
to ſuch extremitie, as it had been better vertuonſly to haue 
reliſted the koꝛce of Loue, and the flattering ſute o ſuch lo⸗ 
uers, then to manifeſt that which might haue been kept ſe · 
crete, without pꝛeiudice ofeyther. And truly that womã 
deſerueth greater glozie, which ofherſelfe vefendeth her 
honeſtie, and quencheth the flames liuelye kindled in the 
hartes of other, with the coldnes ok continencie, by pmea- 
nes vanquiſhing two, then ſhe doth, which manifeſting the 
vice of an other,viſcloſeth as it were, a tertaine apparaũce 
of her krailtie, the litle reaſon wherewith ſhe is indewed, 
to vanquiſh him, that conkeſſech to be her leruaunt, whole 
wil depedeth at her commaundement, And when p whole 
matter ſhalbe rightlye iudged, ſhee that reuealeth the im⸗ 


perkection of a Suter, ſheweth ber opinion and minde to 
be mo2e pliant to yelve, chen indewed with reaſon to abã⸗ 


done pleaſure, and to reiect the inſolencie of the ſame, ſith 
Reaſons koꝛce, doth eaſely vanquith light affections of ſen- 
ſuall partes, whoſe fancies impꝛinted wyth ficklenes , do 


nike them ſo inconſtant, as they perſwade a — 
ela 
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be lo puillaunte and mightie, as all thinges be, and reit ac 
their tommaundement. 

Retourning nowe then to our fozmer diſcourſe, b Ste⸗ 
ward ſo laboured with might and maine, till he had found 
meanes to be reuenged, ok the received refuſall, with ſuch 
lubtilty and Diuelich inuention, as was pollible foꝛ mã to 
demſe, which was this. Among the ſeruauntes of this 
great Loꝛde, there was one no leſle ponge of witte and vn- 
derſtanding, then of age. And albeit that he was fapze and 
comelp, vet ſo ſimple and kooliſhe, as hee had much a do, to 
tellthe nomber ofſixe. This foole by reaſon of his follye 
and ſimplicitye, was the onelpe ſpoꝛte and paſtime of the 
Loꝛd and Lady. The Lady many times toke pleaſure, to 
talke with this maiſter koole, to bʒinge him into a choler x 
chaufe, thereby to pꝛouoke laughter. And there koze all the 
houſhold, vſed to call bim in mockerie, My Ladyes dare⸗ 
linge. In whom the Lozde coke ſinguler pleaſure and de⸗ 

light, eſteeming bim ſo wel as any ot his otber ſeruaunts. 
The malicious Steward, ſe ing the famitiaritie ok theLas 

dy V the foole (like one that had already catched bis pꝛap, 
within his ſnares) began alſo to make much of that ponge 
Cocke ſcome, in ſuch wyſe as he had bꝛougbt him into ſuch 
fooles paradiſe, as he mighte make him do and ſape, what 

he liſte. Who ſeing him diligent to his defire,one day tone 
him a ſide, and after he had whitled him well, he ſayd bnto 

te him. Dicke, I can tell thee a knacke, that thou ſhalt make 
c mp Lady laugh wel, but thou muſt ſaynot hing, till the do 
perceiue it. The pooze Idiot glad to pleaſe his maiſtres, 
was deſirous to knowe what it was, and pꝛomiſed to doe 

cc what ſoeuer he would bidde bim. Thou muſt ( fayd y Ste⸗ 
ce ward) in the eueninge befoze ſhe go into her chamber, hyde 
cc thy ſelfe vnder her bedde, g tary there till it be an hower 02 
cc two bekoze day, ę then J wil tell thee what thou muſt doe 
veſides. This plat deuiſed, the foole the ſame tuening, exe⸗ 
cuted the deniſe of hys dineliſh counlaylour,who * 
neurs 
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delire to take effecte, went to an olbe geneleman, v was of 
great honeſtioand vertue, fo2 which he was of all men ſo 
wel knowen, as they eſteemed his woꝛd ſo true as the Goſ⸗ 
pell. To that gentleman this crattie villaine,full of poiſon 
and malice, wholy bent to miſchieke, told and repoꝛted the 
fact, not as it was in deede, but to the great pꝛeindice, and 
diſhonout of p Lady, geuing him to bnderſtand, how much 
ſhe had foꝛgotten herſelke, how without the fearcof God, 
reuereuce ot᷑ her hulband, and reſpect of her owne honeſty, 
ſhe had filthely giuen herſelke duer to him, which was cal⸗ 
led her Dar eling. The good gentlemã hearing this ſtraũg 
caſe, was altonned like one þ had been ſtroken, w a flaſhe ot 
lightening, then dꝛawing nere to p accuſer. he aunlwered. 

Is it poſſible that ſuche wickednes, can lye hidden in the „ 
boeaſt ofour Madame : Iſweare vnto thee by God, v it as „ 
ny other had told it me beſides pou, Jl would not haue be⸗ „ 
leued it, and truly yet Jam in doubt thereof. Mo, no, ſaide ,, 
this wicked blaſphemer, J will make pouſce that, which „ 
pbu cãnot beteue: And hauing leſſoned his foole, in his cõ⸗ 
teined follie, the next dap he pꝛocured the gentleman thy⸗ 
ther, who ſeing the Ladies minion, going out ot ber cham⸗ 
ber which many times lay ſeuerally krõ her huſbãd) could 
not rekraine weeping, lamẽting the ill foꝛtune of his Lozd, 
who thinkinge Þ he had had an honeſt wpfe, was abuſed w 
an impudent and vnſhamefaſt whoꝛe. Then he began to 
frame a long Dꝛacion. againſt the incontinencie of wom?, 
moned rather through the good will, hee bare to his mays 
ſter, then to the truth of the matter, which vndilcretely he 
ſpake againſt che oꝛder of women kpnd , So ignozant was 
he of the:treaſon+ indeuourlotthe Steward, who dematts 
ded of him, what was to be ddur in that matter. What „ 
layd the old gentleman? Such wickedneſle ought not to be , 
bnpuniſhed. My Loꝛde muſt be aduertiſed hereof,that the ,, 
houſe mape be purgtetd af ſuche a plague and infection, „ 


that hee maxe euidenclys vnder ſtande the *. of „ 
er, 
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ec her, that ſo longe time hatch kepte cloſe her incontinencie, 
cc vnder the vaile of kaputd chaſtitie. But the righteous God 
made openly to appeare befoze mens eyes, + ſecrete ſinnes 
of the wicked, to thintent greater ſlaunders ſhould not ins 
creaſe. The Steward very topful that he had gotten ſo hoe 
neſte a man,tobe a witneſſe of his accuſation, appꝛou ed his 
adu iſe, fo2 that it agreed wel with his intent, So they two 
toge ther went to the Lozd, with cauntenaũce ſad & heauie, 
cozreſpondent to their minde, and ſpetially the Traitour, 
whoſe ſenſe was ſo confqunded with gladneſſe, that thin- 
king to begin his. tale, his wozdes ſo ſtucke in his mouth, 

as he was not able tovttera wozd . TAbereatthe Lozde 
was wonder fully abaſhed,marueyling whatthat timidite 
did meane, till he had beard the vnfaichfyll Stewarde tell 

te his tale, who ſapde to him in this maner. PpLozd,J am 
«c ſoʒp, pᷣ it is my lotte, tu declare vnto pou a matter hitherto 
cc vnknowẽ, and not marked oꝛ taken heede of by anp, which 
tc wpl fo much offend pou, as any pleaſure that euer till this 
cc dap, did pleaſe and content you. And Godknoweth what 
te griefe it is tome(in pour pꝛeſence)to be an accuſerof a per 
«c fon in the woꝛld, which J haue eſteemed nexte vnto you, a» 
cc bone anye other creature that lyueth. But being in 5 place 
cc I am, J might (by good deſerte) be accuſed of treaſon and 
cc fe lonie, it cõcealing ſuch a deteſtable crime, J ſhould leaue 
cc the dutie of ſwelitie to an other, leſſe deſirous to do pou ſer» 
cc nice then J am. Who beleueth there is no ſecond perſon, 
cc that deſireth better to acquite the goodnes and pꝛefermẽt 
ce which J haue recepued of your Loꝛdſhip, then J do. This 
cc it is my Lozd. My Lady miſpꝛiſing ber duty tu pour loꝛd⸗ 
cc ſhip, and the honour of the houſe whereol ſhee came, bath 
cc not diſdapned to receiue into her chamber at inconuenient 
ce time, the foole that is called her Darelinge, t in the place 
cc into which none but pour honour, ought to haue neaceable 
ce entrie; whereof this gentleman pꝛeſent ( whom you know 
«4 to be without compariſon)ſhalbe 9 4 
| 25 
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ſelfe,thefapth and truſt, which alwayes Jhauevſed in all ,, 
your affapzeszF the litle affection, which I haue to things „ 
contrary to vertue,ſhal giue true teſtimonie, ot chat which „ 
T haue ſaide » The Lozdehearing theſe pitikull newes, 
which pearcedhis harte moze deepe, then anpe twoedged 
ſwoꝛd, at 5ᷣ firſt was ſo aſtonied, that he could not tell what 
to ſap 02 do, ſauing the ar dente furie of Cholere, made him 
diſtill a certaine Melancholique humour into his eyes, 
which recepued the ſuperfluous vapours of his bꝛaine. At 
length bzeakinge that fozth, which troubled him within. 
grindinge his teethe foꝛ furie, with ſtutteringe and vncer- 
taiue voice, fetching ſighes betweene, ſaide. O God what ,, 
newes be theſe that J heare: Js it polſible, that the faireſt ,, 
and chaſteſt Ladp that lineth,hath in this wiſe dekaced her „ 
honour: and ſo wickedly blemiſhed my reputation: Alas „ 
if it ſo be, that ſhe hath in this wile diſparaged herſelfe,no ,, 
truſt is to be repoſed in any other, what ſoeuer ſhe bee. Ah ,, 
God vnder what Planet was J bozne, that after ſo longe „ 
pleaſure receiued with mp beloued fere and companion, J ,, 
ſhould by her feele a diſpleaſure, an hundzed times wozſe ,, 
then death? Js there no remedie but that my houſe muſte „ 
recetue & ſee anenterpꝛiſe ſo vilanous, by her onelp meane, „ 
which ought rather to haue been the oznamente and beau⸗ ,, 
tic of the ſame 2 Then he chaufed vp and downe the cham⸗ 
ber, without ſpeaking any moze woꝛdes, with his eyes role 
ling in his heade, making ſtraunge countenaunces, which 
did well exp2eſſe the griefe , that vexed and tozmented his 
minde. In the ende halle pacifped, he tourned his face to⸗ 
ward the accuſer,ſaping. My krende if this be true, which , 
thou haft told mee, Almeare by God, that Iwill make her „ 
rele the ſmarce, of ſuch greeuous puniſhmente, as ſhalbt , 
ſpotzen of foz euer. But ik my wyke be llaundzed, and accite „ 
[ed w2ongfullp,aſſure thy ſelfe chac J wil be reuenged bp- ,, 
pon thee, J know the vertue ok this gentlemanvery well |. 


hauing had good pꝛoole thereof ) and ol thyfivelitie Jam „ 
nothing 
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et ngthing at all in doubt. But alas, che lone that I beare bn 
< to mp wife, and her kaꝛmer bertue , which maketh mee ta 
4 ſoue and eſteeme her ſo much, doth thꝛoughlxe pearce my 
ce hart, and much adoe J haue to liue, hearing this repozte: 
© which doth dekace and blotte all the honeſtie and vercue,j 
ce ener remapned in mee. And that was it my Loꝛd(anſwes⸗ 
c red the Traitour) which did deceive pou. Foz the ſhewe of 
© that painted ver tue, did ſo delude ycu, that you be almolle 
ce he witched from vnderſtanding the wzonge, ſomanifeſtlye 
ce perpetrated againſt pou, c all your houſe. Now to thend, 
ce that you thincke not the acculacion to be falſe, J cruſt cifit 
<* pleaſe you to aſſiſt me) ta let you ſee the thing. mbereol wee 
< haue giuen pou intelligence. I wil do(ſayd the Lozd)what 
te you will haue me, although it be to my great griefe and ſo⸗ 
© row. To mozow mozning then (anſweared the Traſtour) 
*© onehower befoze day,J will let you ſee, the varlet goings 
ce out of her chamber withſo great ioy, as J do conceiue he 
de tines and griefe;fo2 the ſimple remembꝛaunte ofſogreate 
wickednes, The they were agreed hereupon, this knaut 
moſt deteſtable, weauing the toile wherin he himſelfe was 
caughte, wente to ſubo2ne the perſonage of his foole, hol 
made and inſtructed in his trumperie: leaninge the poozt 
Loꝛd with a hamer wozking in his head, that he was lyke 

to runne out ot his wittes. So great is the furious foꝛteol 
the poiſon of Jaloſie, wbych ones hauing diſperſed the ve 
nime ouer the harte and intrayles of men, the wyſeſt ſoꝛtt 
haue loſt the due diſcretion of theyꝛ wittes . In the mo⸗ 
ning about the hower, that the amourous foole(ignozaunt 
wherfoꝛe he went in) ſhould iſſue out of his maiſtrefle cham 
ber, the Stewarde rauiſhed with inexplicable joye and 
gladneſſe, like to the pleaſure of hym , that had attapned 
the lumme ok his deſires, called hys Lo2de,to ſee that hes 
uye and dolourous ſighte. The good gentleman, percey⸗ 
uing the repozt to be true, and thincking that ſhe had vſed 
the foole to be her bedfelowe , was lyke to haue bot (4 
dow, 


e rn 


— * — 
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heard tell befoze , of ſuche a kinde ok death, was aſſembled 
in great multitude,tarying to ſee the ende of that executis, 
and talking diuerlly of that ſodaine iudgement, pꝛaped all 
with one voyce,fo2 the pꝛeſeruation of the Ladie , of whoſe 
chaſtitie they were alredß right well affured, Now as they 
attended fo2 the time ok execution, the Lady was placed in 
the mid of the Parke, not without teares g ſighes of the 
Aſliſtantes, who murmured at the remembzaunce of the 
hozrog, of a ſight ſofurtous, The innocent Ladye kneeled , 
vowne vpon her knees, and both by geſture and mery coft» , 
cenaunce,ſhewed how toyful ſhe went to ſuffer thor which. * 
ſhe had neuer deſerued : Then recommending her ſoule co , 
God, koz whole laluation ſhe ſtedfaſtly hoped, ſhe pzonoun- ,, 
ced this pꝛaier, a loude. O mp Lozde God, whiche diddeſt 
ones deliuer Daniell, from a daunger like to this, wberun⸗ * 
to the falſe accuſation ofthe wicked, haue w2ongfully caſt 
me hedlond: And diddeſt diſcharge Sulanna,from the la · *; 5 
der of the peruerſe aud adulterous Judges, pleaſeth the ,, 
pitikully to behold,thp pooʒe creature. Pardon O Lozde, oh 
foꝛgiue I humblie beſeche thee,the limplicitie of my deare , 
huſband , who dealeth thus with mee, rather thzongh the ,, 
circumuention of deceiptfull cauilling flaunderers , chen ,. 

by his owne malice and crueltte . Neceiue O mp God, and 
mercikull father, Neceiue my ſoule betwene thy blelled 
Landes , which thou haſt redemed bythe bloudſhedding of, 
thy ſonne Jeſus,vpon the Tree of the Croſle . As the had ,, 
ended theſe woꝛdes, ſhe ſawe the Lions come fozth raping, ** 
and bziſtling vp their heare , ſkretching fozth their pawes 
with roaring voice,cruelly looking raund about them:Df 
whom the Lady thought to be the pꝛeſent pꝛay. But the 
goodneſſe of God, who is a iuſt Judge, ſuffreth his owne 
elect to be pꝛoued toþ extremitie,. ot purpoſe to make thei 
xlozie the greater, q the ruine of p wicked moze apparaſic, 
manifeſted there an euident miracle. Foꝛ the Lions(being 


truell of nature, and that time hungrie and gredie of pꝛay) 
Q in lieu 
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in lieu of tearing the Ladie in pieces, co goꝛge their taue⸗ 
ning paunche, thep till to licking and fa wning vppon her, 
making ſo much ok ber, as ił they had familiarly ben nou⸗ 
riſhed with her own bꝛeaſtes. A thing no leſſe pleaſaunt to 
the Ladpe then meruetlous to all the people ſtanding 
round about, who ſeing a chafice ſo miraculous cried out, 
incõtinently fo2 the deliuerie of the Ladie, c fo; vengeaũte 
to be takẽ ot him, which ſo wickedly had pꝛotruded her in- 
to that daunger: which fo2 her vertue,ought to be extolled 
and pꝛaiſed of the whole woꝛld. When the noble man was 
certifiedof this ſtraunge aduentare, hee cauſed his Ste- 
ward to be appꝛehended and impꝛiſoned, whoſe conſcience 
forced great remoꝛſe, vet not knowing the ende of the tra⸗ 
gedie, condempned himlelfe by his countenaunce. During 
his impꝛiſonement the depoſition of the beloved foole was 
taken, who ſaide , that by the ſuggeſtion of the malicious 
Steward, many times(ignozauntto the Lady) he coucted 
bimſelfin her chamber, not knowing wherunto, the intent 
ol him that cauſed him ſo to do did tende. The other gent- 
leman made excuſe (alchough he was blame wozchy) that 
be was deceiued by the ſame falſe pꝛactiſe, that the Loꝛde 
himſelfe was. The Steward openly confeſſed the treaſon, 
which he had deuiſed againſt the Ladie, and the whole oc⸗ 
taſion thereof, and thinking to be renenged ofthe refuſall 
of loue, by her denied, he framed this launder,to make her 
loſe her life. UAhich the Loꝛd hearing could not abide, that 
bis death ſhould any longer be reſpected , but without o⸗ 
ther koꝛme of Lawe, he was thzuſt out to the Lions, was 
pꝛeſently ſeaſed vpon, and tozne in pecces by thoſe beaſtes, 
which by Gods iuſte iudgement, did abſteine fro the good 
Lanie , fo2 the puniſhement of che deteſtable ſinne of this 
varlet. In the meane time the chaſte and innocent Ladie, 
being bꝛought bekoꝛe her huſbande, after be had kiſſꝛd and 
imbzaſed her, with humble reuerence ſhe ſapde vato hym. 
ct My Lozde, Jrender my humble thankes to God, foz that 
| though 
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thꝛougb his holp grace,andinfcrutable Juſtice,he hath let »» 
you to vnderffande,twoodiuers affections,intwoſeuerall >» 
perſanes ofthis wozlde, which you loue ſo well. In one, the >» 
trealon ſo pernicious, which pꝛouoked you, to ſoile and ims 5» 
bꝛue pour handes (not without cauſe till this daye pꝛoued 3» 
contrarie) in the bloud of pour faſthfull and dere beloued 53 
wife. In thother;a will and minde ſo good toobep you,and 55 
to perſiſt in continuation of that effecte, which maketh her 5» 
generally to be pzapſed , and woꝛthy ok pour earneft loue, 2 
foꝛ ſo much as ſhe is pour very affectionate ſpouſe , 32ot- 53 
withſtanding, iuſtly may J make my complaint of pon, foz 5 
that without excuſe fox my diſcharge, oꝛ hearing any thing 53 
that might ſerue fozmy purgation , you condempned her, 53 
fo whoſe honour and defence youought,to haue imployed 53 
both goodes and life. But God ſhalbe iudge betwene pour 523 
litle diſcretian, and my righteouſueſſe, betwene mine obe- 55 
dience, and your crueltie, wherewith pou haue abuſed the 55 
nobilitie, of the race whereof I came . The huſbande hea⸗ 22 
ring this wiſe and iuſt complaint, on the one ſidetranſpo2- 

ted with tope,leapt and reioyſed, to lee his dearecompanis 

in libertie, and declared to be innocent, on the other parte 

he bluſhed koz ſhame, that hee had ſo lightly, and without 

better pꝛooke and trial tondempned her, whom God by his 

grace, had pzeſerued from the Lions thꝛoates, and dutſte 

not lift vp his head, by reaſon his harte freated, at the re⸗ 

membꝛaunce of his light credite & furie immoderate . Fi» 

nallie ſmb2acing his wife,and kiſſing her louingly laid vn⸗ 

ta her. Madame, and deare beloued wife, J can not denpe, 55 
but kooliſhely Jhaue attempted, to blemiſhe the hono? of „ 
her, that whilome made me to ſhine & gliſter, amongſt the »5 
beſt #chiefofal this countcrep, but he that doth wel marke »s 
and beholde, the galle and diſdaine ofa huſbandiouing his 5 
wyfe , and then vnderſtandyng ber little care and great? »5 
foꝛgetfulneſſe whiche (hee hath, bothe of his honour , and 35 


glozie of his comfozte , will taſely excuſe and parvon my 5 
M li. kault 5 
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cc fault, whiche J will not by any meanes colour and cloke, 
cc hut rather craue pardon at your handes,aſſuring pou, that 
cc J will amende and requite the lame, ſo well and in ſuche 
ce wile as pou and pours, ſhall baue no cauſe but to be contẽt 
ce and ſatiſſied. It ſuffiſeth me ſir (quod ſhe) that my giltleſſe 
cc offence is knowen vnto pou, and that J baue recouered 
cc place in pour fauourable acceptacion:Foz J doe accompte 
cc mine aduerſitie well imploped, ſith thereby pou and your 
ce friendes may gloꝛie, of the ſeuere Juſtice miniſtred againſt 
ce malefacters, and J reiopce in reſiſtaunce of the allaultes 
ec of loue, and of death to guarde and ke pe my chaſtitie pure 
ce and inuiolable. And map ſerue fo2 example to euery honou 
cc rable Ladie, being aſſailed wit g ſuche ſtrong and mightie 
ce aduerſaries,to kepe them ſelues honeſt, Foz the croune is 
cc not due but to her, that ſhall lawfully combate to the ende. 
After this the Loꝛde by perſwaſton of his wife, commaun⸗ 
ded that the foole ſhould be auoided the houſe, that his pꝛe⸗ 
ſence might not grieue o2 toʒment her, ne pet renewe the 
memoꝛie of a thing, that neuer was thougbt oz doen, And 
not without cauſe:foꝛ the Loꝛde, whiche reclined his eare, 

to euery trifling repoꝛt, and credited the wooꝛdes of euery 
whiſtling pikethanke, had much a do to eſcape from doing 
thinges,vnwozthy his eſtate and calling. Ok ſo great foꝛce 
truely is the venime of luch Serpentes that (eaſing by lit⸗ 
tle and little, the harte of him diſpoſed to receiue it in fu⸗ 
rie, maketh it to be in effect , like the nature of poyſon and 
dꝛogues coꝛrupt: wherof men ought to de no leſſe, but ra⸗ 
ther moꝛe diligent and carefull then of meates, amonges 
perſones whom they ſuſpect and feare, ſithens that mala⸗ 
dies & infections of minde, be karre moze daungerous, the 
outward palltons, which toꝛment the body, Ahereunto if 
the laid noble man was not hedekull, he fel; the dammage 
fo2 penaunce of his inconſideration. Howbeit as thinges, 
both good and ill amonges men, bee not ſtill durable and 
perpetuall: Certaine daies alter, he began to ſolace hym- 
ſelke with 
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felfe with his wile, and rode an huntinge abꝛoade, viſited 
bis neighbours, and at home made great feaſtes and ban- 
quettes, wbereunto his kindzed and frends were inuited, 
to congratulate this newe alliaunce,indeuouring thereby 
to ſatiſfye the fault committed, and the better togratifie # 
pleaſure his wyfe, to make her know how much moꝛe hee 
eſteemed and regarded her then befoze: hee cauſed the ſuc- 
ceſſe ofthis pzeſente hiſfozie,to be ingrauen with great ins 
duſtrie, and marueilous cunning in Parble, which he pla · 
ted ouer the gate of the firſt entrie into his Caſtell, aſwell 
to immoꝛtaliʒate the great chaſtitie of his fayze and vertu; 
ous wife,asto ſet foꝛth a Pirrour and example to euerye 
houſholde ſeruaunt,and to all other whatloeuer they bee, 
to beware how thep attempt anp thing againſt the honour 
ofLadies . Foz manp times it chaunceth , that he which 
diggeth a ditch, and ſetteth vpa Gallowes, is the firſt that 
doth fall, oz is ſtretched thereuppon. As pou mape ſee by 
this pꝛeſent diſtourſe, which ſetteth befoze your eyes, what 
ende the fond loue of them oꝛdinarily haue, which without 
reaſon, not mealuring their owne ability, doe ſuffer them» 
ſelues to be guided and led into their ſenſuall luſtes and 
appetites: Foz ill ſucteſſe faileth not in a beginning, 
the ground whereofabhozring reaſon, is planted 
and layed vppon the ſandie foundacion of plea» 
ſure, which is ſhaken and ouerthzowen, 
by the leaſt winde and tempeſt,that 
Foztune can bluſter againſt 

ſuch building. 
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Didaco and Violenta, 


Didaco a Spaniarde, is in loue with a poore maiden of 
Valencia, and ſecretly marieth her, a fterwardes lothin ge 
his firſt mariage, becauſe ſhe was of baſe parentage, he ma · 
rieth an other of noble birth. His firſt wyfe dy ſecrete 
meſſenger prayeth his company, whoſe requeſt he accoms 
pliſheth , Beinge a bedde, ſnee and her maide killeth him, 
She throweth him into the ſtreate: ſhee in deſperate wiſe 
confeſſeth the facte before the Maieſtrates, and is put to 


death. 
The. xlii. Nouell. 


ſeate of Faith, Juſtice and humanity. 
EPL And amonges all the rare and excel- 
—lwent oznamentes, that Citie is wel fur 


— iiſhed with ſo trimme Ladies t cur⸗ 
teous gentlewomt, as they know how to boite & feede yõg 
men with fooliſh daliaunce, and idle paſſetime. So that 
if there be any beetlehead oꝛ groſſe perſon, the better to al⸗ 
lure and pꝛouoke bim tothoſe follies, they tell him by a 
common ꝛouerbe, That he muſt go to Valencia,» In 
this citic there was in old time, as it is at this dap a berye 
aunciente ſtocke and familie, called Ventimiglia, oute ok 
which be deſcended a great nomber ok riche and honoura- 
ble knightes. Amonges whom, not long time paſte, there 
was one named Didaco, berye famous # renowmed, to be 
the molt liberall and familiar gentleman ok the City, who 
(fo2 want of better buſineſſe) walked vppe and downe the 
Citie,and ſo conſumed his pouth, in triumphes, mal kes, 
other expences, tommon and apte fo2 ſuche pilgrimes, ad⸗ 
dꝛeſling his loue indifferently to al women, without grea⸗ 


ter affection to one, then to an other, and continued that 
oder, 


T 
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oder, till vppon an holy daye, he eſpyed a ponge mayde of 
mal peares, but of bery exquiſite beauty;which maiden ſo« 
dainlye taſtinge her eye vppon him, ſo pearted the knighte 
Didaco with her looke, that from that time ſoꝛth, ſhee en⸗ 
tred moꝛe neare his hart, than anpother. And after he had 
well marked her dwelling place, be many times paſſed 
revalled befoze the dooꝛe, to eſpie it he might get ſome loke 
o2 other fauour of her, that began already to gouerne the 
bꝛidle of his thoughtes, and ik it chaunced that the gentle» 
man beheld her, ſhe ſhe wed her ſelke curteous and amiable, 
indued with grace ſa good, as he neuer departed ill conten⸗ 
ted out ot p ſtreate. The gentleman continuing certaine 
time in thofe vanities, was deſirous to know afar of what 
ſhe was, of what ncage x of what vocation, And after he 
had curionflp ſearched out all her oziginal, he vnderſtoove 


by diners rep22te, that ſhe was a Goldſmitheg doughter, 
whoſe father was dead certaine peares befoze, hauinge no 
moꝛe but her mother aliue, and two bꝛethꝛen, both of their 
fathers ſcience. Motwithſtanding, ok life ſhe was chaſte # 


honeſt, dekamed with none, although ſhee was purſued of 
many. Her outward beautie did not ſo much ſet her fozth, 
25 her grace and oꝛder ok taltze, wha although bꝛought vp 
{1 a Citizens houſe,yet no Ladp oz gentle womã in the Ci⸗ 
tie, was comparable to her in vertue and behauiour. Fo 
com her tender yeares, ſhe was not onelp giuen to her ne: 
dle, (a meete exerciſe foʒ mayds of her degre, but alſo was 
trapned by to weite and reade , wherein ſhe take fogreate 
pleaſures as o2dinarilie.ſhee caried a booke in ber bande, 
which ſhe neuer gaue auer till ſhe had gathered ſom fruit 
thereof, This knight having receyued that fir ſt impꝛeſſion, 
# the valoz & vertue of Vioſenta ( to that was her name) 
Was further in loue then bekoze, and that which added 
moꝛe oile to the matche, was the tontinuall lookes, whers 


with ſhe knew howe to deligbte bim: and wyth them ſhee 
Q uu was 
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Didacoand Violenta, 


was ſo liberall, that ſooft as he paſſedthzough þ ſtreate ſhe 
ſhot them fozth ſo cruelly, as his pooze hart (feeling it ſelfe 
ſo toꝛmented) could not indure that new onſet, By reaſon 
whereof, thincking to quench the lire, that by litle and litle 
conſumed him, he attempted her chaſtitp, with giktes, let⸗ 
ters,and meſſengers, which he continued the ſpace of yalfe 
a peare o2 moze. Whereunco Violenta geuing no plate, in 
the ende hee was conſtrayned to aſſayle her with his owne 
pꝛeſence:and one dape finding her alone at the dooze,after 
he had made averye humble reuerence vnto her, be ſapde. 
ee Maiſtreſſe Violenta, conſidering pour oꝛder and the colde 
ct regard that you haue to my letters and meſſages, J do re⸗ 
cc member the ſubtiltye that is attributed to the Serpente, 
ce who with his taile ſtoppech his eares, becauſe he will not 
cc heare ᷣ̊ wozds, which hath power to conſtraine him, to da 
cc àgainſt his wil, which hath made me to leaue to wzite vnto 
ce you, to deſire ſpecially to ſpeake vnto pou, p mine .affectu⸗ 
cc ous accentes, my ſoꝛowtul wozds feruent ſighes mighte 
cc certiſie pou better then paper, reſtof my paſſion, beleuing 


c c verelp, p it the heauy ſound of my greuous cöplaints, map 
c&c come to pour delicate eares, they will make you to vnner- 
eK ſtand a part of that good and euill , which J feele continu⸗ 


cc ally in my harte, although the loue which J beare pou, be 
cc ſuch, as I cãnot giue ſuch liuelp experience outwardly, bee 
cc ing but litle in compariſon ot them, which map be ſeene ws 
in. And pꝛonouncing thoſe woꝛds, there followed ſo many 
teares, ſobbes © ſigbes, as they gaue ſufficient teſtimony, 
that his tongue was the true & faithfull meſſenger of his 
hart. CQherof Violenta ſomewhat aſhamed, wa conſtante 

ce grace ſaid vnto him, Senior Didaco:if pou do pet remTber 
«« pour life p iſt, æ mine honeſty ( which peraduẽture you haue 
4c thought either rude o2cruell) J doubt not, that you haue 
cc any cauſe to maruaile of my pꝛeſumption, and to attribute 
ec that to bice, which is kamiltar with vertue. Fo2 al- 
thoughe that you haue ſollicited mee to loue you by an 
nfinice 
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infinite nomber of letters and meſſages, pet it is ſo, that fol »» 
lowing the nature of maydes of mp degree, J haue neither 22 
allowed them, noz pet condempned them, as wherunto ace 2 
coꝛdingly, I haue made no aunſwere: not foz deſpite oz cd »» 
tempte, but to let pu know moꝛe certaiulp, that by fauou - 5 

ring your enterpꝛiſes, I ſhould increaſe pour griefe, which 5 

can receiue none ende by the waye pou pꝛetende. Fox al» 3» 
though that I haue made the ſirſte pzooke vpon my ſelfe, 4 »» 
therefoze ot reaſon J ought to lamente them, whiche be in 2» 
ſemblable paine, pet J will not let ſlippe the bzidle in ſuche 2» 

wiſe to my paſſion , that mine honeſtie ſhall remaine in an 2 

other mans power, and ſo it map be) at the mercie and cur 3» 

teſte of them, who not knowing howe dere it is to me, hall 5 

thinke they haue made a pꝛetie conqueſt. And that Jmaye 2 

baue no cauſe to repent to late, J haue ſtopped mine cares »» 

fo) feare,that I be not areſted and ſtaped, with the violence 32 

of pour charmes, a thing as pou ſap,pzoper to Serpentes. 2» * 
But J haue foztefied my harte, and ſo armed my inwarde -. A 
minde, as if God continue that grace in me, which hitherto ⸗ 1 
he hath done, J hope not to be ſurpꝛiſed. Although that J ⸗ . 
muſt needes confeſſe (to my ſhame) that J haue receined 9» + 
matueilous aſſaultes ofloue,not onely fo2 the common re- 
nowme of pour vertues, and thꝛough thecurtelie and gent- 5» 

leneſſe dayly imparted to me by pour letters, but ſpectally »» 

by pour pꝛeſence, whiche hath pelded vnto me experience x 
aſſuraunce of that, whiche all the letters of the woꝛld could 55 

nat do, noꝛ all other meſſages were not able to cãõceiue. And 55 

to the ende that Imap not be vtterly ingrate, and that you 5 

doe not departe krom me, altogether miſcontent, J doe pꝛo- 55 

miſe pou nowe that from hencefozth , you ſhall iniope the 55 

fir ſt place ot my harte, whereunto an other ſhall neuer en- 

ter: ik ſo be you can be tontent with honeſk amitte, wherein: 

pu (hall finde me in time to come ſo liberall, in all that, 2» 

whiche honeſtie ſhall permicte, that Jam contente to foz» 5» 


Joe the name of a pꝛeſumptuous oz cruell Oamoſell, fox 5» 
your 
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ec pour ſabe. But if you meane to abuſe me oꝛ hope foꝛ auyt 
« thing of me, contrarie to mine honour, vou be merugilouſly 
ce detceiued. d Aherkoge ik you thinke your wozthinefle to great 
cc to cary away a recompence ſo ſmall, you ſhall doe very wel 
te both fo2 me and pour ſelfe,in fozgetting that is paſt, to cut 
ce of all hope in time ta come. And ſhe thinking to pzolonge a 
further diſcourſe, the mother gf Violenta which ſtil Code 
at the wyndowe al the time that Senior Didaco, was with 
ber doughter, came downe to the dooze, interrupting their 
ce talke, ſaide to Didaco. Sir, J ſuppoſe pou take great plea: 
«« ſure, in the follie of my doughter, becauſe pou tarie and as 
ce bide here, rather to contriue your tyme, then foz any other 
ce contentacion pou can receiue. Foꝛ ſhe is ſo euill taught, and 
ce of ſuche rude behantour , that her demeanour will rather 
cc trouble you, then gene you cauſe of delight. Maiſtreſſe ſaid 
ce Didaco, although in the beginning, J pur poſed not to tary 
ce ſo long, pet when Jentred in moze familiar acquaintaunte 
tc and had well experienced her good graces , J conkeſſe that 
«« J haue ſtaied here, longer then J thought . And were hee 
cc neuer ſo great a Loꝛde, that liueth at this daie, J dare a- 
ce uouche that he might thinke his tyme well ſpente, in hea⸗ 
ce ring ſuche ſober and honeſt talke, wherewith J thinke my 
ce ſelfe ſo well ſatiſũied and inſtructed, as ali the daies of my 
de life J wpll witneſſe, that vertue, cur teſie, and ſaber beha⸗ 
cc Utour is to bee founde, as well in meane degrees and hous 
cc ſes, as in them that be right noble, amonges which meane 
« families, although ſhe be one (it maye ſo be) that one moꝛe 
cc illuſtre and noble, can not bee mode excellente, and accom⸗ 
cc pliſhed with better manners, then ſhee: whiche is nowe 
«c well manifeſted to mee, in this litle diſcourſe . And after 
certaine other tommon talke, Didaco tooke his leaue, and 
wente home to his houſe, where hee lyued four tene oz fifs 
tene monethes without any reſte, aſſaying bp all meanes 
to moꝛtilie his deſires, but it auapled not: Foz although 
he was ryche, a trymme Courtiar, and an 2 Gent⸗ 
eman, 
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jeman, and had dpoztuttitie to ſpeake bnt her man times, 
and ſhe gentle enough ta heare him, and to under ſtande his 
errantes, and was allured by frendes that ſhe foz her part 
was alſo in loue, yet he was not able by humane arte and 
pollicie, ta conuerte her to his mynde. Wherewichall hee 
was long tpmemaleſted, and at lengthe pꝛeſled with grief 
and annopaunce, bee was avniſed to ſende ſixe hundzed 
Ducates to the mother, koꝛ a reliete to the mariage of her 
dougbter, pꝛomiſing beſides, that he would alligne her an 
honeſt dowzie, when ſhe founda man, wozthy to be her hul⸗ 
bande: vppon condicion that ſhe would pelde to him ſome 
comkoꝛte, ta eaſe his affection, But Hee whiche could not 
be wonne with lone, was not able to ber recouered with - 
money: and was offended that Senior Didaco had foꝛgot⸗ 
ten him lelke ſo karre, as to thinke to gaine that foz money, 
whiche with ſo great paine, teares and ſighes, bad bene de⸗ 
nied him. And to make him vnderſtande, howe the was of3 
fended, ſhee (ent woozde by him, that bought her the mo⸗ 
ney, that he ſhould goe, and pꝛoue hereafter to deceiue the, 
that meaſured their honour with the pꝛice of pꝛolite, and 
not ta ſette trappes ta deceiue other, that would bupe no⸗ 
thing hurtkull co vertue. And after Didaco was aduertiſed 
of her minde, and perceiued that he loſt time in all his en⸗ 
terpziſes, and was able no longer tu ſaſteine his extreme 
paine and ſozowe, whiche daily augmented, and when hee 
had debated in his minde all the ſucceſſe of his loue, he re⸗ 
ſolued in the end vpon that» which he thought moſte pꝛoli- 
table fo2 his quiet, whiche was to mare her. And al⸗ 
though ſhe was of na ſache houſe; x pet leſſe invowed with 
lubſtaunce, as He deſerued. Pet her beautie and vertue, and 
other giftes ok grate, wherewith he was inriched, made 
her wozthie of a great Loꝛde. And reſolued vpon this, hee 
repaired to Violenta, to whom he ſaid. Maiſtreſſe Violen- „ 
ta, ik the true Touchſtone, to knowe them that be perfecte ,, 


louers (amanges other) ismariage , certainly you baue „, 
gotten 
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ce gotten a huſbande ofme il it pleaſe you to accepte me fo 
ce {uche one, whome in time you ſhall make to vnderſtande, 
cc the difference betweene goodes and vertue, and between 
cc honeftie and ticheſſe.Violentathen rauifhed with tope,and 
«c incredible contentation,ſomewhat abathed, ſayd vnto him, 
cc Senior Didaco, J knowe not whether pou pꝛetende by 
ci woo2des,to pꝛoue my conſtancie, oʒels to bzing me into fog- 
tc les paradiſe : but of one thing J can aſſure pou, that al- 
cc though I acknowledge my ſelfe inkeriour to pon in meri- 
cc tes, goodes and vertue, vet if that come to palle which pou 
cc pꝛomiſe, J will not geue place to you in Loue, truſting if 
ce God ſende vs lite together, you ſhall well vnderſtande one 
cc daye,that you would not exchaunge mp perſone fo2 a grea- 
tc ter Ladie,what ſo euer ſhe be. Fo2 confirmation whereof, 
Didaco plucked from his finger an Emeralde of greatva- 
lue, wbich (when he had kiſſed her) he gaue vnto her in the 
waye of mariage, pꝛaping her that ſhe would not diſcloſe 
it fo2 a certaine time, vntill he him ſelfe', had made all his 
frendes pꝛiuie vnto it. Notwithſtanding, he willed her to 
imparte the fame to her twoo bzethzen, and to her mother 
and he would get ſome pꝛieſt of the countrie, to ſolempnize 
the mar iage within their houſe : which was doen in a chã⸗ 
ber, about fower of the clocke in the mozning, being one ly 
pꝛeſent the mother, the bzethzen, the pꝛieſte, and a feruaunt 
of che houſe, bꝛought vp there from her pouthe, and his 
own man, without making any other pꝛeparation of coſte, 
requiſite fo2 ſuch a matter. In this ſozte they ſpent the day 
in great iope and mir the( which they can conceiue, that be 
ofbaſe birth, and exalted to ſome higbe degree ofhonour ) 
till night was come, and then euery man withdꝛewe them 
ſelues, leauing the bzide and her huſbande to the mercie ol 
Loue, and oꝛder of the night. Who being alone receiued e⸗ 
qual iope, and like contentation, which they fele that being 
pꝛeſſed with ardent and greuous thirſte, doe in the ende al⸗ 
ter wardes with liuelp ioxe, à all kinde of * 
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chat cruell diſcommoditie And continued in thoſe pleas 

ſures till mozning, that dape began to appeare, to whome 

Violenta ſaide. Mp honourable Loꝛde and dere huſbande, „ 
ſithe that you be nowe in poſſeſſion of that, which pou haue „ 
ſo greatly deſired, I humbly beſeche pou,toconſider foz the „ 
time to come, howe and what wyſe, vour pleaſure is that J, 
{all vſe my ſelke. Foz if God graunt me the grace to be lo „ 
dilcrete in pleaſing you, as I ſhalbe readie and deſirous to,, 
obey you, in all chat you ſhall commaunde mee, there was „ 
neuer gentlemãs ſeruauntc, that did moze willingly pleaſe „ 
bis maiſter, then F hope to doe you , Whereunto Didaco ,, 
aunſwered. My lweete and welbeloued wife. Let vs leaue „ 
this humbleneſſe and ſernice foꝛ this time, to them whiche 3, 
delight in them Fo2 J pꝛomiſe you ok my faith, that Jhaue „ 
pou in no leſſe reuerence c eſtimation, then if you had come „ 
of the greateſt houſe in Cathalongne: as J will make pon „ 
bnderſtande ſome other time,atmoze leaſure. But till J ,, 
haue giuen oꝛder, to certaine of mine affaires, J pꝛape pou „, 
to kepe our Mariage ſecrete, and bee not offended, if manp ,, 
times J do reſoꝛte home to mine own houlſe, although ther „ 
ſh all no daye paſſe( by my wil) but at night J will kepe pou „, 
companie. In the meane time, to bupe pou neceſlaries, J 
will ſende you a thouſande;sz twelue hundzed Oucates,to ,, 
{mploye not vpon apparell, oz other thinges requilite to ,, 
your degree ( foꝛ Iwill pꝛouide the ſame mp ſelfe at an o- „ 
ther time) but vpon ſmall crifles,ſuch as be apt and conue -/ „ 
ment koꝛ houſholde. And ſo departed Senior Didaco from „ 
bis wites houſe: who did ſo louingly interteigne him, as 

by the ſpace of a yeare, there was no daye, wberein be was 

content, without the view and ſight of his wife. And vpon 

his ofte reſoꝛte to their houſe,the neighbours began to lu⸗ 

ſpect, that be kept the mayden, and tebuked her mother & 

bꝛethꝛen, but ſpecially Violenta, fo2 ſuffering Didaco to 

vſe their houſe in ſuche ſecrete wiſe. And aboue al, chey la⸗ 


mẽted che ill happe of Violenta, who being ſo wel — 
p. ti 
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vp, till Ge was twentie peares of age, and a maiden of ſuch 
beautte, that there was none in all the citie of Valencia, 
but greatly did eſteme her, to be of linguler honeſtie and re 
putation. Motwithſtanding, degenerating from her arcu⸗ 
ftomed vertue, they iudged ber tobe light of behautour,gi- 
uen tolaſciuious loue , Andalbeit that verie many times, 
ſuch checkes and tauntes were obiected,yet ſhe made (mal 
accompte of them, knowing that her conſcience by anye 
meanes, was not charged with ſuch repꝛoch: hoping ther 
withall that one daye , ſhe would make them to giue ouer 
that falſe opinion, when ber mariage ſhould be published 
and know2n. But certaine times feeling her ſelke touched, 
and her honeſtie appaired,couldnot conteine, but when ſhe 
ſawe time with her huſband, ſhe pzayed him vevie earneſt⸗ 
lie, to haue her home to his own bouſe, to attopde ſlaunder, 
and defamacidof neighbours, But ſir Didaco kne we ſo 
well howe to vſe his wife by delaies and pꝛomiſes, as ſhe 
agreed vnto him in all thinges, and had rather diſpleale þ 
whole world together, then offende him alone. Being now 
lo attached with the loue of the knight, as the cared foz no⸗ 
thing els, but to pleaſe and content him in al things, wher⸗ 
unto the ſawe him diſpoſed, k like as in the beginning ſhe 
was harde, and very ſlacke in loue,nowe ſhe became ſo fer⸗ 
uent and earneſt, in her affections as ſhe receiued no plea⸗ 
ſure, but in the ſight of Didaco, oz in that which might cõ⸗ 
tent and pleaſe him bet. TUhich the knight did eaſe lp pers 
ceiue , and ſeing him ſelfe in full poſſeſſion of her harte, be⸗ 
gan bylitle and litle to waxe cold, and to be grieued at that 
which befoze he compted deare and pꝛecious, perſwading 
him ſelf that he ſhould do wꝛong to his reputation, if that 
Mariage vnwozthy ok his eſtate, were diſcouered & know? 
in the citie: And to pꝛouide foz the ſame, he moꝛe ſeldome 
tymes repaired, to viſite his wife Violenta: pea and when 
ſoeuer he reſozted to her, it was moꝛe to ſatiſſie his caruall 
pleaſure, then fo me loue he bare her , And thus fozget- 

ting both 
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ting both God, and his owne conſcience, he frequented o⸗ 
ther companies in diuerſe places, to winne the good will 
of ſome other gentlewoman. In the ende by ſund2ie ſu⸗ 
tes. diſſimulations, and hipocriſtes, he ſo behaued him ſelf, 
as he recouered the good wil ofthe doughter of Senior Ra- 
myrio Vigliaracuta, one of the chie teſt knightes , and of 
moſte auncient houſe of Valentia, And (as we haue decla⸗ 
red befoze)becauſe he was ritche & wealthie, and iſſued of 
a noble race , ber parentes did eaſely agree to p Pariage. 
And the father hauing alligned an honourable downte to 
his doughter , the Nupcials were celebzated publikely, 
with great pompe and ſolemnitie, to the ſinguler contenta⸗ 
tion of all men. The Mariage done and ended, ſir Didaco 
and his newe wike, continued at the houſe of his father in 
lame, where he liued a certaine time, in ſuche pleaſure and 
delectation as they do, that be newly maried.7Uherof the 
mother and bꝛethꝛen of Violenta being aduertiſed, concei- 
ned like ſoꝛo we, as accuſtomablythep doe, þ ſee the hono2 
of th? that be iſlued of their owne bloud vniuſtly & without 
cauſe to be diſpoiled. And theſe pooze miſerable creatures, 
not knowing to whom to make their complainte , liued in 
ſtraunge perplexitie, bicauſe they knew not pꝛieſt which 
did ſolempniſe their mariage . On the other ſide, thep had 
no lufficient pꝛoote of the lame. And albeit they were able 
to ber iſie in ſome poinctes, the ſirſt mariage of Didaco:pet 
they durſt nat pzoſecute p lawe, againſt two ol the greateſt 
Loꝛdes ot their eitie. And knowing the ſtoute hart of Vio⸗ 
lenta, they thought to conceale þ ſame from her fo2 a time, 
but it was invaine . Fo2 not long after ſhee was cer tiſied 
thereof, not onely by the next neighbours,but by che com⸗ 
mon bzute of the Citie, which repoꝛted that in tenne peres 
ſpace, there was not ſeen in Valencia, a Pariage moꝛe ho; 
naurable oz ropall, noz frequented with a nobler compa⸗ 
nie of Gentlemen & Ladies: then the ſame was of the põg 


knight Didaco, with the doughter of Senior Ramyrio. 
; Where 
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TUherewithall Violenta bexed deyonde meaſure , pꝛeſlen 

with p2e'and furie , withdzewe her ſelke into her chamber 

alone, and there began to ſcratche and teare her face and 

heare, like one that was madde, and out of her wittes, ſays 
ce ing. Alas, alas, what payne and trouble, what vnmeaſuras 
cc ble tozmentes ſuffreth nowe my pooze afflicted mynde, 
c without comfozt oz conſolation of any creature lining 
C What dure and cruell penaunce doe J ſuſteine , fo2 none 
c offence at all + Ah foztune, foztune, the enemp of my felict- 
c tte and bliſſe, thou haſte ſo dep2iued me of all remedie, as J 
cc gare not ſo muche,as to make any man know oz bnderſtãd 
c mp miſhap that the ſame might be reuenged, which being 
<< doen would render ſuch content to my mind, that Ji ſhould 
c departe out of this wozlde the beſte ſatiſſted mayden that 
cc euer died. Alas, that the Goddes did not graunte me the 
cc benefite,that I might haue come of noble kinde, to the ins 
cc tent I might haue cauſed that trayterous ruffien , to feele 
<< the grieuous paine and bitter tozmentes,whiche my poozs 
cc harte ſuſteineth. Ah w2etched caitife that J am, abandoned 
cc and fozloane of all good foꝛtune: nowe J doe fee that with 
ce the eies of my minde, which with thole of my body daſeled 
cc and deceiued, I could not ſee o2 perceiue Ahcruell enemy 
cc of all pitie, doeff thou not knowe , and feele in thy minde, 
cc the heauie and (o2owfnll ſounde of mp bitter plaintes: Un⸗ 
cc derſtandeſt not thou my voyce, that crieth vengeaunce vp3 
«c thee fo2 thy mildede : Can not thy crueltie in nothing be db 
cc mintſhed,feing me diſmembꝛed with che terronr of a thou⸗ 
cc ſand furious martirdomes ? Ab ingrate wetche is this 
ec nowe the rewarde of my lone , of mp faithfull ſeruice, and 
«« mine obedience? And as ſhe thus bitterly tozmented her 
ſelke, her mother and bꝛethzen, and her maide, whiche was 

bꝛought vp with her from her tender peres, went vp to the 

chamber to Violenta, where they found her then ſo defoz⸗ 

med with rage and furie, that almoſte ſhe was out of their 


knowledge. And when they went about co reduce her, by al 
meanes 


Didacoand Violenta. no 


meanes poſſible,from thoſe furious panges: and ſawtoat 
it nothing auailed, they lefte her in the keeping of che olde 
maiden, whom ſhe loued aboue any other. And after the 
maiden had vttered vnto her particularly many reaſons, 
fo2 þ appealing of her griefe, ſhe told her that ik he would 
be quiet a litle-whtle, ſhe would go g ſpeake to the knight 
Didaco, and make him to underſtãd his fault And would 
with diſcrete oꝛder ſo deale with him, that he ſhould come 
home to her houſe, and therefo2e ſhee pꝛaped her to arme 
berſelfe againſt this wickednes, and to diſſemble the mat⸗ 
ter fo2 a time, that hereafcer ſhe might vſe vpd him iuſt re⸗ 
uenge No, no Ianique, anfwered Violenta, that offence is 55 
very ſmall and lighte, where counſaile is receiued: and al- „ 
beit that J cannot choſe, but conkeſſe thine aduiſe to be be⸗ „ 
ry meete, yet there wanteth in me, a minde to kollowe it:þ 3, 
if J did feele any part in me, diſpoſed to obeye the ſame, J 
would euen bekoze thy face, ſeparate that minde from my 5, 
wetcheb-bodie : Fo2 Jam ſo reſolued in the mallice and „ 
hatred of Didaco, as he tãnot ſatiſſie me without life alone. zz 
And J beliue gods did cauſe me to be boꝛʒne, w mine owne „ 
hands, to execute vengeaunce ok their wꝛath, and the loſſe „ 
of mine honour. Wherefoze Ianiqueit ftũ my pouth thou „ 
diddeſt euer loue me, ſhew now the lame to me by effect, in 55 


a matter whereunto thy helpe is moſte neceſſarp:fo Jam 55. 
ſo outraged in my miſchieke, as I doenuie themiſerableft „ 
creatures of the wozld,remapning no moze in me tocontt- »». 
nue life in wailing, and continuall ſighes, but the title of a »» 


vile and abhominable whoze. Thou art a ſtraũger, and li- „„ 
ueſt here a beaſtiy lite toyned W contintall labour. J haue „ 


twelue hundzed crownes, with certaine Jewelles, which „„ 


that kalle traitour gaue me, which be pꝛedeſtinated by the ,, 


heauts, koꝛ none other purpoſe, but to pate them tbeir hire, „ 


which ſhall do the vengeaunce vpon his diſlopall perſone . -,» 
doe put the ſame money nowe into thy hands, ik thou „ 


Didaca: 


wilte helpe mee to make 2 with the bodpe of pooze „ 
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ec PDidaco: But if thou doeſt denie me thy helpe, J will exe⸗ 
© cute the ſame alone, ⁊ incaſe he do not die, as J do intende 
© he ſhalbe murdꝛed as J may. Foz the firſt time that J ſhal 
ce ee him with mine eyes, come ok te what will, his life ſhal⸗ 
ac he diſpatched with theſe two trembling hãds, which thou 
ſeeſt. Ianique ſeing her maiſtreſſe in theſe termes, kno⸗ 
winge ber ſtoute nature, indued with a manly and inuinci⸗ 
ble ſtomacke, after ſhee bad debated manpe thinges in her 
minde, ſhee determined wholie to imploye herſelfe fo2 her 
maiſtres in that ſhee was able to doe Moued partly with 
pitie to ſee her maiſtres diſhonozed wa defamedmariage, 
and partly p2ouoked with couetoulnes, to gaine ſo great a 
ſumme of money, which her maiſtres did offer, if ſhe would 
condiſcende to her enterpziſe(chinking akter the facte com⸗ 
mitted, to llee into ſome other countrie.) And when ſhee 
was thzoughlye reſolued vppon the ſame, ſhee imbzaced 
cc Violenta, and ſaid vnto her: Maiſtres, if you will be ruled 
ce by mee; and giue ouer the vehemencie of pour wzache and 
4c diſpleaſure, I haue found a way koꝛ pou, to be reuenged vp⸗ 
cc pon Didaco, who hath ſo wickedly deceyued you. And als 
cc beit the faine cannot be doenſecretly,but in the end it muff 
ec be knowen: yet J.doubte not, but the cauſe declared befoze 
cc the Judges, and they vnder ſtandinge che w2onge bee bath 
ec doen you, thep wil haue compaſſion vpon your miſerie: who 
cc know right well that al wapes pou haue been kno wen and 
cc eſteemed, fo2 a very boneſt and vertuous maiden. Aad to 
ec ende p you be infoꝛmed how this matter may be bzoughte 
cc to paſle, ſit ſt yon muſt learne to diſſemble pour griefe open⸗ 
cc Ive, and to faine pour ſelke in anye wiſe, not to bee offended 
cc with the new mariage of the knigbt. Then you ſhall waite 
cc bnto hima letter, wich your owne hande, letting bim ther⸗ 
« by to vnderſtande the paine that you ſuffer, fo the greate 
ce loue pou beare him, and pe (hal humblie beſeech him, ſome 
cc times to come and viſite pou . And ſithe that frowarde 


cc koʒtune, will not ſuffre you to be his wile, pet that it ond 
plea 
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pleaſe him, to vſe you as his louer, that pou mape poſſeſſe 55 
the ſecond place ok his loue, (ith by reaſon ot his new wife, >» 
vou cannot intoy the firſt. Thus that deceiuour ſhalbe be» 5 
giled, by tbinkinge to haue pou at his commaundement,as 55 
he was wont to doe. And being come hither. to lie with »5- 
you; we will handle him in ſuch wile, as J baue inuented, 
that in one nighe be ſhal loſe his life;his wife, and her who: „ 
hee thinketh to haue foꝛ bis louer. Fo2 when he is a bedde ⸗ 
with you, and fallen into his firſt fleepe, we will ſende him »5 
into an other plate, where in a moꝛe ſonder ſleepe, hee ſhall. >» 
tuerlaſtinglie continue. Violenta all this time, which fed 
her bloudie and cruell harte with none ather repaſte, but 
with rage and diſdame, began ta bee appeaſed, and founde 
the counſaile of: Ianique ſo good, as ſhe wholy purpoled ta 
follow the ſame. And to begin her enter pziſe, ſhee pꝛapde 
lanique fo à time to withdzawe her ſelfe, vntill ſhee had 
witten her letter, by the tenoz whereof ſhee ſhould vnder⸗ 
ſtaude with what audacitie ſhee would pꝛolecute the reſte. 
And being alone in her chamber, takinge penne and paper, 
ſhe wꝛote to Didaco, with fapned hart, as followeth. 

Senior Didaco Jam perſwaded, that if you wil vouch⸗ 
ſafe to read, and peruſe the contentesoftheſe my ſoꝛowful 
letters, you ſhalbe moued with ſome compaſſion and pitie, - 
by beholdinge the true Image ol mp miſerable. life, pours 22 
trayed and painted in the ſame, which thꝛoug b your diſloy⸗ - 
altie and bzeach of pꝛomiſe, is conſumed and ſpent with ſo 
any teares, ſigbes, toꝛmente s and griefes, that diuers ti⸗ 
mes J maruaile howe Mature tan ſo long ſuppozt,and de⸗ - 
fende the violente aſſaultes of ſo truell a martyzdome,and 22 
that ſhe hath not many times tozne my feeble ſpirite,out of 2» 
this cruell and moꝛtall pꝛilon:which maketh me to thinke 2? 
and beleeue, by continuinge life, that death himſelke hath 22 
conſpired my miſerie, and is the companion ot my ak- 
fliction:conſidering that by no toꝛment, ſhe is able to make - 
duuſion, betweene my ſoule and body. Alas how manye 5»- 

N it tenue. 
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© tenne hundzed chouſande times ina day, haue J called foꝛ 
c death; and pet I cannot make ber, to recline her eares vn⸗ 
e to my tries. Alas hom many times am J vanquiſhed, with 
c the ſharpe toꝛmentes ol ſozowe, redie to take my leaue, & 
c {aſt farewell of you, being arriued to the extreme panges 
<< of death. Behold Didaco imine oꝛdinary delites, behold my 
5 plealurts, behold all my paſtime. But pet, this is but litle 
© inrefpectof that, which chaunceth in the night. Foz fit 
happen that my pooze eyes do kalla ſleepe, wearp with in⸗ 
© ceſlafit dꝛawing koꝛth of well ſpꝛinges of teares,flombzing 
c dzeames ceaſe not then, to vere and afflict my minde, wyth 
© the cruelleſt toꝛmentes that are poſſible to be deuiſed, re⸗ 
ce pꝛeſenting vnto me by their vglie and hoꝛrible viſions,the 
© tape contentacion of her, which iniopeth mp place: wher- 
<< bythe greateſt toy, which Jconceiue, is not interioꝛ to crus 
© ell death. Thus mp life matntapned with continuacion of 
<< (0z0wes and griefes , is perſecuted in moſt miſerable wile, 
«© Now(as you know)J dailye paſſe my ſoꝛom, vnder paine⸗ 
ce full ſtlence, thinkinge that pour olde pꝛomiſſes, confirmed 
ce with ſo many othes, and the aſſured pꝛoofe, which pou ſtill 
© haue had of my faith and conſtancie, would/haue bꝛoughte 
ce pou to ſome oꝛder, but now ſeing with mine epes, che har 
© mettall of pour harte, and the crueltie of my fate, which 
£© wholie hath ſubdued mee to pour obedlence, koꝛ reſpect of 
© mine honour : Jam koꝛced to complaine of him 5 beateth 
ce me, and thereby diſpoileth me, both of mine honour & life, 
ce nat vouchſafing onely ſo much as ones to come vnto mee. 
ce And vncertaine to whom J map make recourſe, oz where 
ce tg finde redzeſſe, J appeale vnto you, to thende that ſeing 
ce in what leane and vglie ſtate Jam, your cruelty maye 
<< altogether be (atiſtted , which beholdinge a ſighte lo piti⸗ 
<< full, wherein the figure ok my tozmente is liuelpe expzcſ- 
«© ſed, it map be moued to ſome compaſſion. Come hither 
ce then thou cruell manne, come hither I ſaye, to viſite her, 
ce whom with ſome ligne of humanitie, thou maleſt ſtape, 
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oꝛ at [eaſt wiſe,mollifie and appeaſe the vengeaunce, which 5» 
ſhee prepareth-fo2 thee, And if euer ſparke of pitie did 5» 
warmethyfroſen hart, Arme thy ſelfe with greater cruel» 3” 
tie, then euer thou was wont to doe, c come hither to make 2» 
her ſobbe ber laſte and extreme ſighes, whom thou haſte * 
wꝛetcbedly deceiued. Foz in doing other wiſe, thou maieſt >» 
peraduenture to late, be waile mp death, and thy beaſtlpe 
crueltte. And thinking to make a concluſion of her letter, 
the teares made her woozds to die in her month, q woulde 
not ſuffer ber to wzite any moe: wherefoze ſhe cloſed and 
ſcaled the ſame, and then calling Ianique vnto her, ſbe ſaid, 
Holde gentle lanique, carye theſe letters vuto him; and if »»- 
thou canſte ſo well -plape thy parte, as Jbad doen mine, J 5 
hope wee ſhall haue ſhoꝛtly at our commaimdemente, him 5 
that is the otcaſion of this my painkull life, moze greuous 2» 
vnto me then athouſanddeathes together. lanique hauing »» 
the letter, departed with diligence, and went to che houſe 
ofthe father ta lawe of Didaco, where quietly ſhee waited, 
till ſhee migbte ſpeake with ſome of the houſe , which was 
within a while after: Foz one of the ſernauntes of Didaco 
whom ſhe knew right well. wente about certaine his mai⸗ 
ſters buſines, and meeting Ianique, was abaſhed. Df wha 
he demaunded ik the Loꝛd Didaco were within, and ſaide 
that the would fatne ſpeake w him: but if it were poſſible, 
ſhe would talke with him ſecretly. Mherotk Didacoadu:r 
tiſed, came foꝛth to her into the ſtreate, to whom ſmilinglp 
hauing made to him a fapned reuerence) ſhe ſaid, Senior 
Didaco, J tan neither wꝛite noꝛ reade, but A dare laie mp 
like, ther is ſute made vnto pott by theſe letters, which Mas» ?? 
dame Violenta hath ſent vnta you. And in deede to ſay the ?? 
trutb, there is great iniurie doen vnto her of pour part, not * 
in reſpecte of pour new ariage. (Foz I neuer thought * 
Violenta was a wife meete fo2 you, cũſidering 5ᷣ difference ?? 
of your eſtates) but becauſe you wil not vouchſafeto come ?? 
vnto her, ſeeming that you make no moze accompte.of ber 
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© and ſpeciallye fo2 that vou pꝛouide no mariage fo2 her in 
© ſom other place. And aſſure pour ſeife ſhe is ſo karre in loue 
c with vou, that ſhe is redie to die, as ſhe goeth, in ſuch wiſe 
cc that making ber complaint vnto me this day, weeping,ſhe 
© ſaid bnto me. Nell, foꝛ ſomuch then as J cannot haue him 
© to be mp hul bande, I would to God he would mainteigne 
ce me fo2 his frende, and certaine times in the weeke, to come 
ce to ſee mee, ſpectally in the night, leſt he ſhould be eſpied of 
the neighbours. And certainly if pou would followe ber 
<< minde herein, vou ſhall do very well. Foz the caſe ſtandeth 
©© thus ou may make pour auaunte, that pou be pꝛouided of 
ce ſo faite a wife; and with lo beautifull a frende, as any gen- 
© tlemã in Valentia . And then Ianique delivered him the 

letter, which he reteiued and redde, and hauing well conſi⸗ 

dered the teneꝛ of che ſame, he was incontinently ſurpꝛiſed 

with a ſodaine paſſion . Foz batred and pitie, loue and dif+ 

vaine (as within aCloude be conteined hotte and colde, 

with manp contrary winds) began ta combate together, a 

to vexe his hart with contrary minds, then, pawſinge vpon 
cc anſwere, he ſaid vnto her. Ianique my dere frende, recom⸗ 
ce mende mee to the good grace and fauour of thy maiſtres. 
cc and (ap vnto her, that foꝛ this time J will make her no an: 
cc ſwere, but to moꝛow at kower of the clocke in the mozning, 
ce J will be at her houſe, and ktepe her companie all che daye 
ce and nighte, and then J will tell her what J haue doen, ft 
ce thens Ideparted laſt from her, truſting ſhee ſhall haue no 

cauſe to be offended with me. And then Ianique taking her 

leaue, retourned towarde Violenta, telling her what ſhce 
cc had doen. To whom Violenta anſweared. lanique,if thou 
ce haſt made a good beginninge to our plotted enterpꝛiſe, J 
ce Hkewiſe fo2 my part, haue nat ſtept. Foꝛ Jhaue deuiſcd, 
« that wee muſt pꝛouide foꝛ a ſtronge roape, which wee will 
ce faſten to the beddes ſide, and when hee ſhalbe a fleepe, J 
cc will caſte the other ende ok the rope to thee, ouerthwart 
ce the bedde, that thou maieſt plucke the ſame with al! thy 
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mighte , andbefoze thau beginneſt co pull, J will wich a >> 
knife cutte his thzoate, wherefozethou muſte pzepare two 55 
great kniues, what ſoeuer they coſt, but pzap thee let me »» 
alone with doing ofthe facte, that J map diſpatche him of »» 
his life, which alone did make the fir ſt aſſault. to the bzeach 29 
of mine honour. Janique knewſo well hom to pꝛouide fo2 55 
all that was requilite,toz the execution oł their enterpꝛiſe, 
as there reſted nothing but opoꝛtunitie, to ſo2ttheir cruel 
purpoſe to effect. The knight ſir Didacozat the houre ap⸗ 
pointed, tolde his new wife, that he muſt go into the couns 
trie, to take oꝛder fo the ſtate of his land:and that be could 
not retourne, til the next day in the mozning. Thich ſhe by 
and by beleued. And the better to couer his fact, be cauſe 
two hoꝛſe to be made re die, and rode foꝛth when the clocke 
rake iui. And whT he had riden through a certain treat, 
he ſaid co his man ( which was wonte to ſerue his tourne in 
loue matters) carie my hoꝛſe to ſuch a manour in the Cofi- 2» 
trie and carrie there all this dax, and to moꝛowe mozning 25> 
come ſeeke mee in ſuche a place, when J am gone fromthe. >» 
houſe of Violenta. In the meane time ſet my hoꝛſe in ſore 2» 
Inne. Foz in any wiſe J will haue no man know, that J 
doe lie there. Mhich doen the maiſter and the ſeruaunte, 2» 
wente two ſeuerall wayes, The knight being come tothe 5» 
bouſe of Violenta he found Ianique tarping fo2 him, with > 
good deuocion, to vie him accoꝛding to his deſert, and cons 
ueyed him to the chamber of Violenta, and thẽ ſhe retour⸗ 
ned about her buſines. The knighte kiſſed Violenta, bad 
her good moꝛowe, aſ king ber how ſhe did. Whom Vio- 
lenta aunſweared. Sir Didaco, you bid me good moꝛrow 55 
in wo2ds, but in deede you goabout to pꝛepare foʒ me, a he- „ 
nie and ſozowkull life. J beleeue that pour minde bearech »» 
witnes, of the ſtate of my welkare. Foꝛ you haue bzoughte 5» 
me ta ſuch extremitie, that you ſee right wel, how nothing „ 
tls but my voice, declareth me to be a woman, and there , 
withall ſo. feeble a creature, as I ſtill craue and call fo2 „ 
N Ulitt> deach 
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ee death, oz foz pitie, although both ofthone and of the other, 
Jam not heard at all. Aud pet thincke not Didaco, that A 
tc am ſo farre oute of my wittes to beleeue, that the cauſe of 
ce my wiiting the letter was foz hope,that(you remembꝛing 
cc my bitter paines, and your owne hainous crime) IJ coulde 
cc euer moue you to pitie.Foꝛ I am perlwaded, that you wil 
ac neuer ceaſe to exhauſte and ſucke the bloud, honoz, and like 
ec of them that credite your crumpertes + deceiptes,as nowe 
te by experience, I know by myſelfe, wich ſuch deadly ſozow, 
« that I fill attende and loke fo2 the ſozowfull ende of mp 
life. Didaco (ring het thus afflicted,fearing that her cho⸗ 
lere woulde further inflame, began to cull ber, and to take 
her now into bis armes, telling her, that his Pariage with 
the doughter of Vigliaracuta, was cochuded moe by fozce, 
then his owne will and minde, becauſe they pꝛetended tg 
baue a gift of all the lande and goods he had in ſucceſſion, 
after his father was dead, which ik they did obtain by law, 
he ſhould be a begger, all the dayes ok his life, and that the 
ſame was doen, to pꝛouide fo? the quiet ſkate of them both, 
and notwithſtanding hee had maried an other wike, pet hee 
purpoſed to loue none but ber. and meant in time to poiſon 
bis wile, and to ſpend the reſt of his life with her. 4nd thus 
ſeeming to remedie his fc2mer fault, by ſurmiſed repozts, 
chauntinge vpyon the coꝛdes ok his pleaſaunt tongue, hee 
thought with Courtlike alluremẽts, to appeaſe her, which 
had her wittes to well ſharpened, to be twiſe taken in one 
trap, howbeit fo2 feare of dꝛiuing bim awaye, and to looſe 
the meane to accompliſh that, which ſhe intended, ſhe laid 
vnto him, with fo2ced ſmiling. 
c Sir Didaco, althoughe you haue ſo ill vſed mee in time 
cc paſte, as I baue no greate cauſe to beleeue pour pꝛeſente 
c woo2des, yet the loue that Jbeare you, ts ſo rooted in my 
ce barte, as the faulte muſte be verpe greate, which ſhoulde 
cc remoue the lame: in conſideration whereof, J will con⸗ 


ce ſtraine my ſelke to beleene , that pour woods be true, 
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vpon condicion that you will ſweare , and pꝛomiſe to lie „, 
with me here, ones oz twyſe a weeke. Foz me thinke that if »» 
I might at times iniope pour pꝛeſence, I ſhould remaine „ 
in ſome part of pour grace ę᷑ fauour, x liue the beſt cõtented „ 
woman a liue. Mhereunto hee willingly agreed, with a 
great nomber of other like pꝛoteſtations, pꝛompte and re- 
dy in them, which meane deceipt. But in the pooze miſera⸗ 
ble woman, had perced the lame in the depth ol her harte, 
and had credited all that he ſpake, no doubte , he woulde 
baue chaunged his minde . Thus either partes ſpente the 
daye, in colde and diſſembled flatteries, till darke nighte, 
with bis accuſtomed ſilence, did deliuer them the meane, 
to exercile their eruell kacte. So ſone as ſupper was doen, 
Didaco and Violenta walked vp and downe together, tal⸗ 
king of certaine common matters, till the knight (pzeſſep 
with llepe) commaunded his bed to be made redie. It ne⸗ 
ded not then to inquire with what diligence Violenta and 
Janique, obeyed his requeſte: in whome onelp as they 
thought, conſiſted the happe , oz miſhappe of their intent. 
T1 wyam becauſe Violenta might ſhewe her ſelfe moze 
aſtectionate, went ſirlt ta bedde, and ſo ſone as they were 
lapde, lanique ewe the curteines, and tooke awap Dida⸗ 
co his ſhoozde, and making as though the had a thing to 
do bnder the bedde,ſhe faſtened the rope, and raked vp the 
fire, which was in the chimney, car ping a ſtoole to the beds 
des ſide, and layd bpon the ſame twoo great kechin knifes, 
which doen ſhe put out the candle, and kapning to goe out 
of the chamber. ſbe ſhut the doꝛe, and went in againe. And 
then the pooze inkoꝛtunate knight, thinking that he was a⸗ 
lone in the chamber with Violenta, began to clepe + kiſſe, 
her, whereunto ſhe made no rekulal, but deſirous to renew 
his old pꝛiuate toies, ſbe pꝛaped him, oł al loue that he bare 
vnto her, to kepe truce fo2 twoo oꝛ thꝛee howers, fo? that 
the night was log inough , to latiſſie his deſires, affirming 
that it was impoſſible fox her to wake, becauſe ſiue o2 ſixe 
dapes 
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dayes befoze, by reaſon of her griefes, ſhe had not llept at 
all, not withſtanding the laid, that after her firſſ ſleepe, the 
would willinglyobey him. Wheruntothe gentlemã was 
eaſely perlwaded aſwell bicauſe he hadde els where ſuffi⸗ 
tiently ſtaunched his thurſt, as alſo foʒ that he was loth to 
diſpleaſe her. And faining her ſelfe to ſleepe, ſhe turned her 
face, to the other ſide, and in that wyſe continued, till the 
pooze gentleman was fallen into his ſound ſlepe. Then la. 
nique ſoftly conueped the rope ouer his bodye , and gaue it 
to Violenta, and after ſhe had placed it, accozding to her 
minde , as they together had deniſed befo2e , ſhe deliuered 
thende to Ianique, who being at the beddes ſide ſatte down 
vpon the grounde, and folding the rope about her armes, 
hoiſted her twoo ſeete againſt the bedde, to pull with grea- 
ter foꝛce, when nede required. Mot long after, Violenta 
coke one of the great knikes, and lifting her ſelfe vp ſoktlye, 
he pꝛoued with her band, to ſeke a place moſt meete foz her 
to ſtabbe a hole into her enemies fleſhe - And inchaunted 
with wꝛatb, rage. and furie, like another Medea, t bzuſt the 
poincte of the knife with luche foꝛce into his thꝛote as ſhee 
perced it thzough, and the pooze bnhappie man thinking to 
reſiſte the ſame , by geuing ſome repulſe, againſt that ad» 
uerſe and heauie foxtune,was appalled,who feeling a new 
charge geuen vpon him againe, ſpectallp being intricated 
with the roape , was notable to ſturre hand noꝛ foote, and 
thꝛougb the exceſſiue violence of the paine, his ſpeache and 
power to crie, was taken away: In ſuch ſo2te that after he 
had receiued tenne oꝛ twelue moztall woundes one after 
an other, his pooꝛe martired ſoule departed, irom his ſo⸗ 
rowfull body. Violenta hauing ended her determined en⸗ 
terpꝛiſe, commaunded lanique to light the candle, and ap» 
pꝛoching nere the knightes face, ſhee ſawe by and by that 
he was without like. Then not able to ſatiſfie her bloudye 
barce,ne pet to quenche her furtous rage, which boiled in 
her ſtomacke, ſhe with che poinct of the knife tare out the 
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eyes frd his head, erping out vpõ them with hideous voices 
asf thep had ben aliue. Ab traiterous eyes, the meſſẽgers , 
of a mind moſt villanous, that euer ſeioꝛned wichin the bo · * 
die of man: come out of pour ſhameleſſe ſiege fo2 euer. Foz , 
the ſpꝛing of pour fained teares, is now exhauſted g dzied ,. 
vp. Then ſhee played the Bocher , vppon thoſe inſenſivle , 
members, continuing ſtill her rage, and cruelly ſeazed vpd | 
the tongue, which with her bloudy handes, ſhe haled out of 
bis mouth, and beholding the ſame with a murderous eie, 
as ſhe was cutting it ot, ſapd. Dh abhominable and periu - 5» 
red tongue, how many lies diddeſt thou krame in the ſame, 
befoze thou couldeſt with the Canon ſhot of this poyſoned 5» 
member, make bꝛeache into mp virginitie. Whereofnow 55 
being depꝛiued by thy meanes: J franckſy accelerate my »» 
ſelf to death, wherũto thou pꝛeſently haſt opened the wap. »» 
And when ſhee had ſeparated this litle member from the 
reſte of the body ( inſaciable of crueltte ) with the knife rip» 
ped a biolent hole into his ſtomnacke,# launching her cruel 
handes vpon his harce,ſhe tare ſt from the place, x gaſhing 
the ſame with many blowes, ſhe ſaid . Ah vile bart, harder »» 
then the Diamont whole Andeuile fozged the inkoztunate 55 
trappes of theſe my cruel deſtenies: Oh that J could haue „ 
diſcouered, thy cogitations in time paſt, as J doe now thy 5» 
materiall ſubſtaunce, that J might haue bene pzeſerued »» 
froin thine abhominable treaion,and deceſfabletnfidelitie, »5 
Then fleaſhing her ſelfe vpon the dead body, as a hungry 
Lion vpon his p2ape,ſþelefte no parte of him vuwounded, 
And when ſhee had mangled bis bodye all ouer, with an 
infinite number of gaſhes, ſhe cried out. © infected Car- »» 
rion, whilom an oꝛgan and inſtrumente, of the moſte vn» 3» 
faithfull and trapterous minde , that euer was bnder the »» 
coape of heauen. Nowe thou art paped with deſerte, woz- 55 
thy ok thy merites. Then ſhee ſayed to lanique ( whiche 5» 
with great terrour , had all this whyle viewed her plape 5» 
{is pageant) Ianique, I feele my lelfe nowe ſo eaſed of >» 
payne 
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ce paine, that come death when he will, be ſhal find me ſkrong 
ce and luſtie, to indure his furious aſſault, wbich ol long time 
ce I baue aſlaied . Helpe me then to traine this co2ps, out of 
cc my fathers houle, wherein J was firſt defloured, then will 
ce Itell thee what thou ſhalt doe. Foz like as mine hone ſtie 
cc is ſtayned, and publiſhed abꝛode, euen ſo will I the reufge 
ce to be manifeſte , crauing that his bodie map be expened, to 
cc the viewe of all men. Whoſe requeſt Ianzqueobeied, And 
then ſhe and Violenta foke the body, and thzewe it out at 
one of the chamber wyndowes, downe vpon the pauement 
of the ſtreate, with all the partes whiche ſhe had cut of, 
cc That done ſhe ſapd to Ianique. Take this caſket with all 
cc the monep within the ſame, and ſhippe thy ſeife at the next 
cc Po2t thou ſhalt come to, and get thee ouer into Africa, to 
tc ſa ue thy life ſo ſpedely as thou canft, and neuer come into 
cc theſe partes again, no2 to any othet wher thou art knowẽ. 
Which Janiquepurpoſedto doe, although Violenta had 
not conſailed her thereunto . Aud ready to departe, (hee 
gaue a ſoꝛowekull farewell to her matſtres,and betoke her 
ſcife to her good foꝛtune: and from that time koꝛth, no man 
could tell whether ſhe went, koz all the perſute made after 
her. So ſone as dape appeared, the firſte that paſſed by the 
ſtreate eſpied the dead bodie, whiche by reaſon of the noyſe 
and bzute made throughout the towne , cauſed many peo⸗ 
ple to come and ſce it. But no man knew what be was, be⸗ 
ing dilfigured,aſwell by reaſon of the eyes tozne out of his 
bead, as foʒ other partes mutilated and defozmed , And as 
bout eight oftheclocke inthe mozning , there was ſuche a 
multitude of people aſlembled, as it was in maner impolli⸗ 
ble, to tome nere it. The moſte parte thougbt, that ſome 
Theues in the nighte, bad cõmitted that murder. Mhiche 
opinion ſemed to be true. becauſe he was in his ſhurte. O⸗ 
ther ſome were of contrary opinion And Violenta whiche 
was at the wyndowe, hearing their ſundzie opinions, camt 
downe, and with a bolde courage g ſtoute bopce, that euery 
man 
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man might heare,ſafd. Sirs, you do contend vpona thing »5 
whereof (if J were demaunded the queſtion, of the Pagi» 5» 
{traces of this citie) Jam able to render aſſured teſtimo- 5» 
nie. And without great difficultie this murder can not be 
diſcouered, by any other but by me. Mhiche wooꝛdes the 
people did ſone beleue, thinking that divers gentlemen te« 
lous of Violenta, had made a frape. Fo2 the had now loſte 
her auncient reputacion, by meanes ot Didaco: who (as 
the fame and common repoꝛte was bꝛuted) did keepe her. 

A hen ſhe had ſpoken thoſe wozdes , the Judges were in⸗ 
cotinently aduertiſed aſwell of the murder, as of p whiche 
Volenta had ſaid, and went thither with Sergeauntes & 
Officers, where they founde Violenta, moze ſtoute, then 
any ofthe ſtanders by: and inquired of her immediatlpe, 
howe that murder came to paſſe, but ſhee without feare o2 
aypallement,made this aunſwere. Pee that you ſee here 5 
dead, is the Loꝛde Didaco . And becauſe it apperteineth to »» 
manp, to vnderſtand the crouch of his death(as bis father »» 
{1 Lawe, his wike, and other kinſmen) J would in their pꝛe »5 
ſence, if it pleaſe you ta cauſe them to be called hither, de- »» 
clare what F knowe. The magiſtrates amaſed to ſee, ſo 5» » 
great a Loꝛde ſo cruelly ſlayne, committed her to warde til 
after dinner, and commaunded that all the befoze named 
ſhould bee ſommoned to appeare : Wlho aſſembled in the 
palace, with ſuch a number of people, as the Judges could 
ſkant haue place, Violenta in the pꝛeſence of thẽ᷑ all, with 
out any rage 02 paſſion, fir ſt of all recompted vnto them the 
chaſt loue betwene Didaco and her, whiche hee continued 
the ſpace ok fourtene o2 fifrene monethes, without recet- 
uing any fruicte oz commoditie thereof , TUithin a whyle 
after (he being-vanquiſhed with loue) marfed her ſecretly 

at her houſe , and ſolempntzed the nuptialles by a Pꝛie ſte 
biknowen:declaring mozeouer, how they had lined a pere 
together in houſholde , without any occaſion of offence, on 


her part geuen vntg him. Then ſhe reherſed befoze _-_ 
is ſe⸗ 


Didaco and Violenta. 


his ſeconde mariage, with the doughter offuch a man, be» 
ing there pꝛeſent, adding fo2 concluſion, p ſich be had made 
her to loſe her honeſtie, ſhce hav ſougbt meanes to make 
him to looſe his life. IA hich ſhe executed, with the helpe of 
Ianique her mapde: who by her aduiſe being loth to liue a- 
ny long er, had dzowned her ſelfe . And after ſhe had decla⸗ 
red the true ſtate of the matter, paſſed bet wene them; thee 
ſayd fo2 concluſton, that all that ſhe had reherſed, was not 
to incite oꝛ moue them to pit ie oꝛ cõpaſſion, thereby to pꝛo⸗ 
long her life, wherof ſhee iudged her ſelf vnwoꝛthp, foz if 
you(@ ſhe) do ſuffer me to eſcape your handes, thinking to 
ſaue mp body, you ſhalbe the cauſe and whole ruine of my 
ſoule ,fo2 with theſe mine owne handes, whiche you fre be⸗ 
foze you , J will deſperatly cut of the thꝛed of this my life, 
And wich thoſe woꝛdes ſhe held her peace: wherat the peo» 
ple amaſed, and moued with pitie , let fall the luke warme 
teares,from their doloꝛouſe epes and lamented the miſfoz» 
tune of that pooꝛe creature: imputing the fault vppon the 
dead knight, which vnder colour of mariage had deceiued 
her. The Pagiſtrates determining further, to deliberate 
vpon the matter, cauſed the dead bodie to be buried, and cd 
mitted V iolenta againe to warde, taking away from her, 
knives and other weapons, where with they thought ſhee 
might hurt her ſelfe. And vſed ſuch diligent ſearch and in⸗ 
quirie, that the Pꝛieſt which maried tbem, was found out, 
and the ſeruaunt of Didaco, that was pꝛeſent at p mariage 
of Violenta, being examined, depoſed how by his maiſters 
commaundement, he caried his hoꝛſe into the countrie, and 
how he commaunded him, to come to him againe the next 
moꝛning ta the houſe of Violenta. And all thinges wert 
fo well bꝛought to light, as nothing wanted fo2 further in⸗ 
ueſtigation ofthe truthe, but onelythe confeſſion of him 
was dead. And Violenta by the common opinion of the 
Judges, was cõdempned to be beheaded: not only fo2 that 
ſhe had pꝛeſumed to puniſhe the knightes e ol. 
nce, 
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fence,but foz her exceſſiue crueltie doen bpõ the dead body. 
Thus infoztunate Violenta ended her life, her mother any 
bꝛethꝛen being acquited. And was executed in the pꝛeſence 
ofthe Duke of Calabria, the ſonne of king Frederic of Ara- 
gon: Ahich was that time the Viceroy there, and after» 
wardes died at Torryin Ft aunce: who incontinently af- 
ter cauſed this hiſkone to be regiſtred, with other thinges 
wozthp of remembꝛaunce, chaunced in his time at Valen- 
cia · Bandell doth wayte, that the mapde Ianique was put 
to death with her maiſtres, but Paludanus a Spaniard, a 
liue at that time, wziteth an excellent hiſtozie in Latine, 
wherin he certainly declareth,that ſhe was neuer appzeht⸗ 
ded, which opinton(as molt pꝛobable) J haue folowed, 


CV Vantones and pleaſaunt life being guides of inſolen- 
cic,doth bring a miſerableend toda faire Ladie of Thurin. 
whom a noble man aduaunced to high. eſtate: as appereth 
by this hiſtorie, wherein he executeth great crueltie ypon 


his fayde Ladie, taken in adulterie. 
The. xliy. N onell. 


| =, De auncient and generall cuſfome of 

)F L tbe gentlemen, and gentlewomen of 

© T.-1cdmonte, was daily to abandon fas 

— 9 mous cities and murmures of coming 

wealthes to retire to their Caſtels in 
— 


great care obſerued, befoze the warres had pzepoſterated 
the oꝛder of auncient gouernement, til which time a harde 


matter it had ben to linde an idle gentleman in a hole go: 
Uho 
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ho rather did reſoꝛt to their cotintrie boules with their 
families, which were ſo well gouerned and furniſhed, that 
you ſhould haue departed ſo well ſatiſfied and inſtructed, 
from a ſimple gentlemans houſe as you ſhould haue doen 
from a great citie,were it neuer ſo wel ruled by ſome wile 
and pꝛouident Senatour , But ſithens the world began to 
ware olde, it is come again to very infancte , in ſuche ſozte 
that the greateſt nomber ok cities, are not peopled in theſe 
dayes, but with a many of Carpet @quiers , that make 
their reſtance and abode there; not to pꝛoſite, but to conti- 
new their delicate like, and they doe not onely cozrupt the 
lelues, but (which ts woꝛſe) they infecte them that keepe 
them compante , whiche J will diſcourſe ſomewhat moze 
at lar ge, foꝛ ſo much as the gentlewoman,of whome Jde⸗ 
tribe this hiſtoꝛie, was bꝛougbt vp al p time ok her pouth, 
in one of the fineſt and moſt delicate cities of Piedmonte. 

And feeling as pet ſome ſparke ok her fozmer bzinging vp, 
the could not be refozmed (being inthe countrie with her 
buſbande ) but that in the ende ſhe fill into great repꝛoche 
and ſhame, as you ſhall vnderſtande by the content of that 
whiche foloweth. 

In the time ß Padame Margaret of Auſtriche,doughs 
ter of Maximilian the Emperour, went in pꝛogreſſe into 
Sauoie,towardes her hulbande:there was a great Lozde, 
a baliaunt and curteous gentleman, ina certaine countrie 

of Piedmonte, whoſe name J will not diſcloſe , aſwell fo; 
the reuerence ofhis nereſt kynne,which doe pet liue, as fo; 
the immoderate cruell puniſhemente, that he deuiſed to⸗ 
wards his wyke, when he toke her in the fault. This great 
Loꝛde, although be bad goodly reuenues. and Caſtellts in 
Piedmonte, yet fo2 the moſt parte of his time, he followed 
the Courte, bp commaundement of the Duke , that inter⸗ 
tepned him nerte his owne perſone , vſing commonly his 
aduiſe in all his greateſt aſtaires. This Love at that time 


maried a mayden in Thurin, of meane beautie, fo2bis 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure not eſteming the place from. whence ſhee came, 
1 nd becauſe he was well nere fiftie peares of age when he 
maried her, ſhe attired her ſelfe with ſuch modeſtie, as ſhe 
was moꝛe like a wpdow then a maried woman:and knewe 
{0 well how to vſeher huſvande;the ſpace ofa pere 02 two, 
as he thought him ſelf the happieſt man a liue, that he bad 


reuerenced with great honour, waxed werſe of to muche 
reſte and quiet, and began to be inamoured ot a Gentlemã 
her neigbbour, whom in a litle tyme the knewe ſo well to 
ble by loo kes, and other wanton toies, as he did eaſely pers 
ceiue it, notwithſtanding fo the honour ol her bulband, he 
would nat ſeme to knowe it, but a farre ok. Nowe this 

warme loue bp litle and litle, akterwardes began to grow 
hot, oz the pong woman wearie of ſuche long delap, not a- 
ble to content her ſelk with lookes,vpon a dap finding this 
yong gentleman in conuenient place, as he was walking 
har de by her houſe; began to rraſon with him of termes &: 
matters of loue, telling hym that he liued to ſolitarie, in re- 
ſpect ot his pong peares , and howe ſhee had alwayes bene 
bought vp in Townes, and places of great companie, and 
reſozte, in ſuche wple as now being in the Countrie, ſhee 


ſpecially fo2 the continuall abſenceof her huſbande „who 
ſrarcethzeemonethes in a yeare,remapned at home in his 
owne houſe , And ſofalling from one matter to an other, 
loue pꝛicked them-ſoſoze , as in finethey opened a wape to: 
that whiche troubled them ſo mutch, and ſpecially the wo⸗ 
; man: who koꝛgetting her honour, which o2dinarily dothe 
q accompanie great Ladies, pꝛiuely ſhe tolde hym the loue, 
that the had boꝛne hym of long tyme, whiche notwithſtan⸗ 
ding ſhee had diſſembled, wapting when hee ſhould haue 
g geuen the kyzſt onſette for that Gentlemen ought rather 
e u demaunde, then to be requyzed ok Ladies This Gentle⸗ 


nan onderſtanding (by halfe a wooꝛde) the cauſe of ber di 
n — D ſeale 


founde out lo louing a wyke. This woman being ſerued, 


could nat eaſe ly digeſte the incommoditie of being a lone, 
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ce ſeaſe, told her that although his loue was extreme, neuer. 
ce theleſle, deming himſelf vawozthp of ſo high degree, be ſtil 
ce concealed his grief, which becauſe he thought it coulde not 
cc come to palle,feare fozced him to kepe it ſilent. But lithe it 
cc yleaſed her ſo much to abaſe her ſelfe, and was diſpoſed to 
ec yoe him ſo much honour to accepte him fo2 her ſeruaunte, 
cc he would imploye his indeuour , to recompence that with 
cc humilitie and humble ſeruice, whiche Fozcune had denied 
cc hm in other thinges. And hauing framed this foundacion 
to their loue, koꝛ this tpme they bled no other contentment 
one of an other, but onely deuiſe . But they fo pzoupded fo? 
their affaires to come, that they neded not to vſe longer 0- 
ration. Foz bepngneyghbours , and the huſbande manye 
tymes abſent, the hyghe wape was open, to bꝛyng their en- 
terpꝛyſes to deſired affecte. Whiche they full well acquie · 
ted, and yet vnable wpſely to maiſter and gouerne their 
paſſions, oz ta moderate theim ſelues by good diſcretion, 
che ſeruauntes ofthe houſe(bp reaſon of the frequented cõ⸗ 
munication of the Gentleman, with the gentle woman) 
began to ſuſpecte theim, and to concciue ſiniſter opinion of 
their maiſtreſſe, although none of theim durſte ſpeake of 
it, oꝛ make other ſemblaunce of knowledge. Loue holding 
in full poſſeſſion, the harteßßor thele twoo louers, blynded 
theim ſo muche, as leauing the bꝛydle, to large fo2 their 
honour: they vſed themſle lues pꝛiuely and apertlye , at all 
tymes one with an other, without anye reſpect. And when 
vpon a tyme, the Loꝛde retourned homc to his owne houſe 
(from a certapne vopage, wherein he bad bene in the Dus 
kes ſerutce) hefounde his wyke to be mote fine and goꝛge⸗ 
ous, then ſhe was wont to be, whiche in the beginning dyd 
wonderfully aſtonne him. And perceiuing her ſometimes, 
to vtter wanton woozdes, and to applie her mynde on o⸗ 
ther thynges,when he ſpake vnto her, be began diligent⸗ 
ly to obſerue her countenaunce and oꝛder, and being a man 
bꝛoughte bp in courtlpe trade, and of good experience, hee 
calely 
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eaſely was perſwaded,that there was ſome ele vnder that 
ſtone, and to come to the trouthe of the matter, hee made a 
bette rtountenaunce, then he was wonte to doe, which the 
ne we full well howe to requite and recompence + And li⸗ 
uing in this ſimulation, either of them attempted to be⸗ 
gutle the other, that the ſimpleſt and leſte craftie of them 
both, could not be diſcouered. The yong gentleman, neigh⸗ 
bour of the Loꝛd, grieued beyond meaſure,fo2 that he was 
come home, paſſed aud repaſſed manpe tymes, befoze his 
Caſtell gate, thinking to get ſome looke of his Ladies eye: 
but by any meanes ſhe could not fo2 feare of her huſbande, 
who was not lo fosliſhe, that after he ſawe bim goe befoze 
his gate ſomany times, without ſome occaſion, but that he 
caſeiy iudged, there was a ſecret amitie betwene thẽ. Cer⸗ 
taine dayes akter, the gentleman to inſinuate himſelfe into 
the Loꝛds fauour, and to haue acceſſe to his houſe ſent him 
a very excellent Tercelet ofa Faucon, and at other times, 
be preſented him with Ueneſon, & bibles of Dere, which 
he had killed in hunting. But the Lozde(which well knew 
that flatterie many times, ſeruedthe tozne of diuerſe, to be⸗ 
guile fooliſh huſbands of their faire wines) that he might 
not ſeme vngratekul, ſent him allo certain ſtraung things. 
And theſe curteſies continued long, that the Loꝛde, deſi⸗ 
rous to lay a baite, ſent to pꝛapye him to come ta dyner: to 
which requeſte the other accozded liberally, fox the deuo⸗ 
cion he had to the lainct of che Caſtell. And when the table 
was taken vp, they went together to walke abzoade in the 
fieldeg. And that moꝛe frendly to welcome him, he pꝛayed 
his wife to goe with them, whereunto ſhe made na greate 
deniall. And when they bad debated ol many thinges, the 
Loꝛde ſayd vnto him. Neighbour and frenve, J am an old 2> 
man and Melancholie, as you know, wherfoze I had neede 2? 
from hencekoꝛth to reioyce my ſelt᷑. I pꝛay vou hartely ther 2? 
fo:e,to come hither many times, to vilitvs c ther withal to * 


participate ſuch fare as God doth ſend. Uſing the thinges * 
D it, of. my. 
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of mp houſe, as they were your owne , Ahiche the other 
gratefully accepted, humblie pzaying that bis Lozdſhyp 
would commaunde him and that he had, when he pleaſed, 
and to commaunde him as his very humble and obedienc 
ſeruaunt. This Pantere layed, the pong Gentleman ondi⸗ 
narely came ones a dape, to viſite the Loꝛde and his wife. 
So long this pilgrimage continued, vntill the Lozde(vps 
a time, faining himſelfe to be ſicke) commaunded that no 
man ſhould come into his chamber, becauſe all the night 
befoze he was ill at eaſe, and could take no reſte. Whereof 
the Gentlemã was incontinently aduertiſed, by an old wo⸗ 
man, hired ok purpaoſe fo2 a common meſſenger, of whom a 
none we purpoſe to make remembꝛaunce. Being come to 
the Caſtell, be demaunded how the Loꝛd did, and whether 
be might go ſee him, to whom aunſwer was made, that he 
couldnot,fo2 that he was fallen into a lomber. Madame 
now was in the garden alone, roming vp and down fo? her 
pleaſure, ę was aduertiſed that the gentleman was come, 
Mho being bꝛought into the gardeine,and certified of the 
Loꝛdes indiſpoſitiũ, began to renew his old daltaunce with 
the Ladie, x to kiſſe her many times, eftſones putting bis 
hand into her bolome, e bling other pꝛetie pzeparatifes of 
loue, which ought not to be permitted, but only to the huſ⸗ 
band In the meane time, while they twoo had ben there a 
good ſpace, the huſband llept not, but was departed out of 
bis chamber, the ſpace of two houres & moze , & was gone 
vp to the higheſt place of all his Caſtell, wher at a very lit⸗ 
le window, he might diſcrie al p was done, within the com⸗ 
paſſe of his houſe. And there ſeing al their curteous offers 
and pꝛoſters, hee waited but when the Gentleman ſhould 
haue indeuoured himſelkto pꝛocede further, that he might 
baue the diſcharged his moꝛtal malice bpon the both. But 
they kearing that their long abode in the gardein, might in⸗ 
gender (ome diſpleaſure, retourned into the Caſtell, with 
purpoſe in time to cõtent their deſires, ſo ſone as oppoꝛtu⸗ 

nitie 
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nitie ſerued. The Lozdenotingall the demeanour betwene 
them, retourned to his chamber, and ſo went againe to his 
bed, kaining to be ſicke, as he did all the daye befoze, Sup» 
per time come, the Lady went to know his pleaſure, whe⸗ 
ther he would ſup in his chamber, oz in the hall, he anſwes 
red (with a diſguiſed cherefull face) that he began to feele 
himſelfe well, and that he had llept quietly, ſithens diner, 
and was determined to ſuppe beneth, ſending that night fo 
the gentlemã, to beare him companie at ſupper; and could 
ſo well diſſemble his iuſt anger, as neither his wife,noz the 
gentleman perceiued it by any meanes , And ſo the Lozde 
with his Lady ſtill continued, the ſpace of fiftene dapes, oz 
thꝛee wekes, making lo much of her (as though it had ben 
the firſt moneth that he mariedher)in ſuche ſoꝛte, as when 
the pooze miſerable woman, thought to haue gotten victos 
rit ouer her hulband and frend, it was the houre that Foꝛ⸗ 
tune did weaue the toyle and nette to intrappe ber. The 
Lowe which no longer could abide this miſchief, dꝛiuen in 
to an extreame choler, ſeing that he was able to finde no 
meanes to take them (himſelfe being at home) delibera⸗ 
ted either ſone to die 02 to pꝛouide koʒ the matter: andthe 
better to execute bis determination, he counterfaited a lets 
ter from the Duke of Sauoie, and bare it ſecretly to the 
Joſt him ſelke alone, and commaunded him next daye to 
bzing it to his Caſtell, whereby be kained that the Duke 
bad ſent the lame vnto him. Whiche matter alt did 
handle ſo well, as he bought che letter when he was at 
ſupper, with Botes on his legges all dur tie and rated, as 
though he were newly lighted from his hozſe, And the bet 
ter to maintain his wife in her erro2,afcer he had reade the 
letter, he gaue it to her to reade: which conteined no otber 
thing, but that tbe Duke commaunded him, pꝛeſently with 
all diligence, himſelfe and his traine to come vnco him, to 
be diſpatched vpon Ambaſlage into Fraunce That doen 
he ſaid vnto her. Mile, you ſee howe Jam conſtrayned to 
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ce part with ſpede(to my great grief) bid my men therkoꝛe to 
ce be ready in che moꝛning, that they may go befoze & wayte 
ce foʒ me at T hurin,where my Loꝛd the Duke is at this pꝛe⸗ 
cc ſent. I my ſelf will departe from hence to moꝛow at night 
cc after ſupper, & will ride in Poſt in the frcſhe of the night. 


And the better to deceiue this pooze vnhappie-woman , he 
went into his Cloſet, and tooke his caſkette, wherein was 
the moſte part of his treaſure,and deliuering the ſame vn- 
to her, ſapde, that fearingleſte hee ſhoulde carte long in 
Fraunce , he would leaue the ſame with her to helpe her 
when ſhe wanted. And after all his traine was gone, hee 
cauſed one of the peomen of his chamber, to tarp behynde, 
whoſe fidelitie be had at other times pzoued , And all that 
daye he ceaſed not to cheriſhe, and make much of his wpke. 
But the pooze ſoule did not foꝛſee, that thep were the flat 
teries of the Crocodile, which retopſeth when he ſeeth one 
deceiued. Uhen he had ſupped, he made a particuler remẽ⸗ 
bzaunce to his wife how the affaires of his houſe ſhould be 
diſpoſed in his abſence, And then toke his leaue, giuing her 
a Judas kiſſe. The Loꝛde vncthes had ridden twoo oz thze 
miles, but that his wife had ſent the olde woman, to carye 
woꝛde to her louer, ot the departure of her huſband, 4 that 
he might ſaufly come g lie with her in the Caſtell, fo2 that 
all the ſeruauntes were ridden fozth with their matſter, ſa⸗ 
ning one peoman and her twoo maydes, whiche doe neuer 
vle to lie in her chamber. Upon this glad newes, the gent⸗ 
leman thought no ſcozne to appeare vppon that warning, e 
the old woman knew the waye ſo well, as ſhe bzought him 
raight into the Ladies chamber, whom Lone inuegled in 
ſuch wiſle,as they lay together in the bedde where the loꝛd 
was wont to lye. And the olde woman lape in an other bed 
in that chamber, and ſh it the doꝛe within. But while theſe 
twoo pooꝛe paſlionate louers, thought they had attapned 
the toppe of all felicitie, and had infoyed with full ſaile, che 
fauours of the litle God Cupide, Foꝑtune deſirous to de⸗ 
parte 


64. «? k 4 


Of a Ladie of Thurin. mt 


parte tbem, foꝛ the laſt meſle of the feaſt, pꝛepared ſo bitter 
— it colt thẽ both their liues, with ſuch cruetl 
death, as if they which make pzofeſſio of ſemblable things 
doe cake example, wpues will get them better names, and 
buſvandes ſhalbe leſle decetued. The Lozde that night, 
made no longer tracte of time, but lighted from his bozſe, 
at the keper of one of his Caſtles houſes, whom he knewe 
to be fapthfull. To whome in the pꝛeſence ofthe peoman of 
bis chamber, he diſcourſed the loue betwene the gentlemã 
and his wpfe , and commaunded them with all ſpede to 
arme themſelues,s with a caſe of Piſtolets to follow him, 
whom they obeyed. And beyng come to the Caſtell gate, 
he ſapde to the keper of his Caſtell. Rnocke at the gate, 
and fapne thy ſelfe to be alone, and ſape that J paſſing bp 
thy houle, did leaue a remembzaunce with thee , to carp to 
my Ladie. And becauſe it is a matter of impoztaunce , and 
requireth haſt, thou were compelled to bꝛing it this ni gbt. 
Rnocking at the gate ſomewhat ſofte ly (foz feare ict — 
whiche were inthe chambers ſhould heare) a peoman roſe 
whiche lape in the Courte, knowing the voyce ok the keper 
(becauſehe was one, whome his Loꝛde and maiſter dyd 
greatly fauour ) opened the gate, and the firſte thyng they 
did, they lyghted a Tozche, and wente vp all thzee to the 
Loꝛdes chamber, not ſufferpng anpe man to cary newes to 
the Ladie, of they appꝛochꝛ. Being come to the chamber 
dooze, the keeper knocked,whiche imme diatly the olde wo⸗ 
man hearde, and without opening the dooze, aſked who _ 
was there. It is I (quod the keeper) that haue bzought a 55 
letter to my Ladie, from my Lozde mp maiſter, who rp- 5 
ding this nyght in Poſt to Thurm, paſſed by mp houſe,and 55 
very earneſtly charged me, by no meanes to faple but to de >» 
liter it this night. The ladie aduertiſed hereof who. could 5 
not miſtruſte that her owne man ( whome ſhe tooke to bee 5» 
imple ; and boyde of guyle ) would haue framed a platte >> 


oz ſuche a treaſon; ſayde to the olde woman. Recicue the >> 
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letter at the dooze,but in any wyle let him not come in, and 
„ Iwill accompliſhe the contentes. The olde woman, which 
** thought onelp but to receiue the letter betwene the dooze, 
was aſtoned when the keper, who(gininghera blow with 
his foote vpon the ſkomacke)thzewe her backward, where 
the late mote then a quarter of an houre, without ſpeaking 
02 mouing. And then they thzee entring the chamber in 
great rage, with their Piſtolets in their handes,found the 
two miſerable louers ſtarke naked, whoſeing them ſelues 
ſurp2yſed in that ſtate , were ſo ſoze aſhamed as Eue and 
Adam were,when thei r ſinne was manifeſted befo2e God. 
And not knowing what to doe, repoſed their refuge in las 
menting and teares, but at the verie ſame inſtaunt, they 
bounde the armes and legges together, ofthe pooze gent- 
leman with the chollers of their hozſe, which thep bzought 
with them ofpurpole, And then the Loꝛde cõmaunded that 
the twoo maydes, which were in the Caſtell, and the reſte 
of the ſeruauntes, ſhould be called to aſſiſte them, to take 
example of that faire ſight. And all the meane people being 
gathered in this ſoꝛt together, tbe Loꝛde tourning him ſelf 
ce vnto bis wike, ſaied vnto her , Come hither thou vnſhame⸗ 
cc kaſt, vile, and deteſtable whoꝛe, like as thou haſt had a harte 
cc ſo traiterous and vnfaithfull,to bzing this inkamous Rus 
cc ian, in the night into my Caſtell, not only to robbe and di⸗ 
cc ſpoile me of mine honour, which Jpꝛekerre & eſteme moze 
cc then life: but alſo ( whicheis mote to be abhoꝛred) to in⸗ 
cc frinx and bꝛeake fo} euer, the holie and pꝛecious bande of 
cc Mariage, wherewichall wee be bnited and knit together. 
ce 29 will J kozthwith, that with theſethpne owne handes, 
cc with whiche thou gaueſt me the firſte/ teſtimonie of thy 
cc faith, that he pꝛeſently ſhalbe hanged and ſtrangled in the 
cc pꝛeſente oł all menne, not knowing howe to deuiſe, anye 
cc other greater punihemente , to ſatiſſie chpne offence, 
ce then to foꝛce thee to murder hym, whome thou haſte pꝛe⸗ 


cc kerred befoze thy reputation, aboue mpne honour , and 
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eſteemed moꝛe then thine owne life, And hauing pꝛonoun- 55 
ced this katall iudgement, he ſent one to ſeeke fo2 a greate 
naile of a Carte, which he cauled to be faſtened to ß beame 
ofthe chamber, and a {adder to be fetched, and then made 
her to tie a Coller of the ozder belonginge to theeues and 
malekactours, about the necke of her ſozowfull lover. And 
becauſe ſhe alone was not able ts do pᷣgreuous and waigh⸗ 
tie charge, hee oꝛdapned that like as the olde woman, had 
bin a faithfull miniſter of his wiues loue, ſo ſhe (hould put 
her hand in perfozining, the vttermoſt of that wozke. And 
ſo theſe two wzetched women, were by chat meanes fozced 
to luch extremitie, as with their owne handes, they trans 
gled the inkoztunate Gentleman: with whoſe death che 
Loꝛd not pet ſatiſtyed, cauſed the bedde, the clothes, and os 
ther furnitures ( wherupon they had taken their pleaſures 
paſt) to be burned. Me commaunded the other btenſiles of 
the chamber to be taken awap, not ſuftring lo much ſtraw, 
s would ſerue the cauche of two dogges, to be left vnton⸗ 
ſumed. Chen he ſaid to his wike: Thou wicked woman, a- »? 
monges al other moſt deteſtable Foz ſo much as thou haſt »» 
had no reſpecte, to that honourable (fate, whereunto Foꝛ- 52» 
tune hath aduaunced thee, being made by mp meanes, ok a »» 
ſimple damoſell, a greate Ladie, and becauſe thou haſt pꝛe⸗ »2 
ferred the laſciuious acquaintaunce of one of my ſubiects, 5 
be foꝛe the chaſt loue, that thou oughteſt to haue boꝛne me: 5» 
my determination is, that from hencekoꝛth thou ſhalt kepe 52 
tontinuall company with him, to the vetermoſt day of thy »» 
like: becauſe his putrifted carcaſe hath giuen occaſton, ta 52 
ende thy wꝛetched body, And then hee cauſed all the win- 52» 
dowes and doo2es to be mured, and cloſed vp in ſuch wyſe, 
as it was impoſſible foꝛ her to go oute, leauing onely a litle 
hole open, to giue her bzead & water: appoſnting his Ste⸗ 
ward to the charge thereof. And ſo this pooze miſerable 
woman, remained in the mercie ok that obſcure and darke 
pꝛilon, withont anp other companp.then the deade _ of 
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ber louer. And when ſhee bad continued a tertaine ſpate in 
that ſtinking Donged, without aire oz comfozt,ouerconie 
with ſozow g extreme paine, ſhe pelded her ſoule to God, 


E The loue of Alerane of Saxone, and of Adelaſia the 
doughter of the Emperour Otho tlie thide of that name. 
Their flight and departure into Italie, & how they were 
known againe,and what noble houſes of Italie deſcended 
of their race. 


The xluy.N ouel] ; 


| He auncient biſtozies of Princes (as wel 
<4, vnder the name ol kinge, as of the title ol 
YG: Duke » which in time paſte did gouetne 

the Countrie of Saxone) do repote that 

Otho the ſetonde of that name, which 

22. was the firſt Emperour that lawfultye 
raigned after che Empire ceaſled in the ſtock of Charles þ 
great) had ot his wife Matilde daughter of þ king of dax · 
one, one ſonne which ſucceded him in þ Imperial crowne, 
talled Otho the third, who koꝛ his bertuous education and 
gentle diſpoſition, acquired otall men the ſurname oł The 
loue of the world. The ſame Emperour was curteous t 
mercitull, and neuer (to any mans knowledge) gaue otta⸗ 
ſion of griefe to any perſon, he did good ta euery man, and 
hurt none: likewiſe he thought, that king dome to be well 
rotten, gotten to be better kept, where the king, Pzince 
ox Ruler therot, did ſtudie and ſeeke meanes to be beloued, 
rather then feared,ſith lone ingẽdꝛeth in it ſelfe a deſire ol 
obedience in the people. And contrarywiſe,p Prince which 
by tyꝛannie maketh himſelke to be feared , liueth not one 
houre at reſt, hauing his conſcience toꝛmented indifferents 


Ip, both with ſuſpition and keare, thinking ſtil that a 2 
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ſand ſwoꝛds be hanging ouer bis head, to kill and deſtroye 
him. Otho then vnder his name of Emperour, couer ed his 
clemencie with a certaine ſweete grauitie and pzincely be⸗ 
bauiour. Who notwithſtãding declared an outward ſhem 
of curteſie, to make ſweete þ egrenes of diſpleaſure, which 
they kerle and taſte that be ſubiect to the obeylaunce ot any 
new Monarchie. Man being ok bis owne nature lo louing 
ok himſeike, that an immoderate libertie ſeemeth vnto him 
ſweeter, moꝛe iuſt and indurable, than aucthozitics rightly 
oꝛdained, the eſtabliſhment wherok, ſeemeth to repzeſente 
the onely gouernmente of that ſirſt kinge, which from his 
high thꝛoue, giuech being and mouing to al thinges That 
good Emperour then knowinge verpe well the mallice of 
men, who although he was a good man of warre, hardye 
of his hands, and deſirous of glozie, pet moderated ſo well 
the happie ſuccelle of his enterpꝛʒiſes, as his grace and gf- 
tlenes principally appeared, when he had the vpper band, 
fo) that he cheriſhed and well vſcd choſe whom he had ſub⸗ 
dued bader his obedience, his fozce and felicitie was decla⸗ 
red when he coꝛrected and chaſtiſed rebells, and obſtinate 
perſons, which wilfully would pꝛoue the greate fozce of a 
19.inces arme iuſtly diſpleaſed,and to others what fauour 
a king could vſe towards them. whom he knew to be loyal 
and faithfull: giving cauſe of repentaunce,tothem which 
at other times had done him viſpleaſare . And to ſay the 
truth, he mighte be placed in the ranke, of the moſt happie 
Painces that euer were, if the pꝛiuate aſtaires of his owne 
houſe had ſo happilyſacceeded,as the renowme which hee 
wanne in the ſcience of warfare, and in the adminiſtration 
ofthe comms wealth. But nothing being ſtable in the life 
of mã: This Emperour had in bim, that which diminiſhed 
the clopie of his wiſedome,4(reſembling an OttauiusAu» 
cuſtus}þ-buhappie ſucceſle of his owne houſe. did lomwhat 
obſcure, the fame of his noblefactes,and thoſe inſolent dos 


inges ſecuer onto him as a counterpopſe to pꝛoſperous 
Foztune 
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Foꝛtune, which may be ealely perceiued, by the pzogreſle g 
continuation of this hiſkozie. This good Pꝛince bad one 
daughter, in whom Nature had diſtributed her giftes, in 
ſuch wiſe, as ſhe alone might baue vaunted her ſelfe to at⸗ 
taine the perfection ot all them, which euer had anything, 
moꝛthy of admiratiũ, were it in the lingularitie of beautp, 
fauour & courteſie, oz in her diſpoſition and good bzinging 
vp. The name of this fayze ꝛinceſſe was Adelaſia. And 
when this Ladie was very pong, one of the childzen ofthe 
Duke of Saxone, came to the Emperours ſeruice, whole 
kinſman he war. This ponge Pꝛince, beſides that he was 
one of the fayꝛe ſt and comlieſt gentlemẽ of Almaigne, had 
ther withall, together with knowledge of armes, a paſling 
Ckill in good ſciences, which mitigated in him the ferocitie 
both of his warlike knowledge, and of the nature of his 
Countrey. His name was Alerane, who ſeing himlelfe the 
pongeſt ok his bouſe, and his inheritayuce very ſmall, inde⸗ 
uoured to conciliate euerpe mans fauour and good will, co 
remoue his owne Fo2tune, and to bzinghimſelfe, in eſtee · 
mation wich the Emperour, wherein all thinges hee im⸗ 
ploped ſo well his indeuour, as thzough his woꝛthines hee 
wanne commendation and repoꝛt, to be the moſt valiaunte 
and ſtouteſt Gentleman in all ß Emperours Court, which 
pꝛaiſe did greatly commend the tende rnes of his pong pea⸗ 
reg, and was therewithall ſo ſober, and of ſo gentle [pirite, 
that although he excelled his companions in all things, pet 
be auoyded cauſe of offence (ſhewinge himſelfe familiar a⸗ 
monge all the Courtiers.) Cuery man (which is a greate 
matter) pꝛaiſed him and loued bim, and bethaugbt himſelf 
moſt happie, that by any meanes could faſhion himſelte to 
imitate 2 vertue, that made Aleranes name ſo tenommed. 
And that which made bim tuller ok admiracion, bought 
bim into fauour with his Loꝛd and maiſter was, that vpon 
à day the Emperour being in hunting alone in the middes 
ofa launde, and in a deſert place, it chaunced that a Beare, 
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illuinge out ofher caue, was aſſapledofÞunters: þ fierce 
beaſte, auoydinge the toples and flpinge the purſuce ofthe 
Dogges, came with greate vehemencie and ſpeede from! a 
Mountaine, & was vpon the Emperour, oz be was ware, 
ſeparated from his companie and without his [wozd. But 
Alerane bp good Foꝛtune was at hand, who moze careful 
fo: the ſafetie of his Pꝛince, than fo2 his owne like, encoun⸗ 
tred the Beare, and killed him in the pꝛeſence ol the Em⸗ 
perour, manp other. All which beholding (to their great 
aſtoniſymente) the dexceritie and hardines of Alerane at 
thoſe ſmall peares: (fo2 then hee was not aboue the age of 
rbil.the Emperour imbꝛacing bim, did highly commende 
him, tellinge them that were by, that his life was ſaued 
chiekelp by Gods aſliſtaunce, & nexte by the pꝛoweſſe of As 
lerane. The newes hereof was ſo bzuted abzoade, as there 
was no talke but of the valtaunce & ſtoutenes of this pong 
mã of warre, which cauſed faire Adelaſia (moued by natu⸗ 
rall inſtigation, and with the opinion and repoꝛte of þ ver« 
tne toward in that ponge Bꝛince) tofeele a certaine thing 
(J cannot tell what) in her minde, which inflamed her ſen- 
ſes and hart. And ſhe had no ſooner calte her eyes vpon A- 
lerane, but Loue, which had pzepared the ambuſhe, ſo pear- 
ſed her delicate bzcaſt,as he toke ful poſſeſſiGofher: in ſuch 
wyſe as the Pꝛinceſſe was ſo ſtraungelpe in loue wyth the 
ponge Pꝛince, that ſhe neuer founde plcaſure and contents 
ment, but in that, which was done oz ſatd by her louer, wbõ 
{he accompted thechiefe of all the men ok his time. In this 
burning heate, ſhe felt the paſſions of lone ſo vehement, & 
his pꝛicks ſo ſharpe, that ſhe could not tuapoꝛate the clou⸗ 
des which darkened her ſpirites and continuallye tozmens 
ted her minde. And albeit that the litle occaſion, which ſhe 
ſaw, foʒ their comminge together in time to come, did dil⸗ 
[wade her from purſuing the thing which ſhe moſt deſired: 
pet the tyꝛant Loue ſhewed himſelfe very extreame in that 
diuerſitie ot thoughts, and varietie ol troubles which — 
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ed the ſpirite of the Pzincefſe : Fo2 ſhee could not ſo well 
dille;nble that, which honour and age commauuded her to 
keepe ſecrete, but that Alerane which was (as we haue als 
readie ſaid) well expert and ſubtile, per ceiued the inwarde 
diſeaſe of Adelaſia. Mozeduer there was betweene them a 
naturall confozmitie and likelyhode of conditions „ which 
made them to agree in equall deſires.to feede of like mea⸗ 
tes, their paſſionate mindes were martired with equall ſo⸗ 
rowe and paine, departed as wel inthe one, as in the ohe 
Fo? Alerane by taking carefull heede to the lookes i 
the Pꝛinceſle continually did ſtealingly caſt vpon him, ſaw 
the often and ſodaine chaunces ok colour, wherein ſometi- 
mes appeared iope, which by and by did ende, with infinite 
nom ber of ſighes, and with a cofttenance agreeable to that, 
which the hart kept ſecrete and couert, whereby be alſured 
bimſelfe vnfainedly to be beloued, which caufed him to do 
no leſſe ( toꝛ ſatiſfaction of ſuch like merite and deſert, done 
by Adelaſia) but to beare vnto her like aſlection, fo2cinge 
her by all diligence and ſeruice to continue ffill that good 
will coward him, pelding himſelfe a pꝛap, to the ſelfe ſame 
loue. Thoruling thaffections of the Hꝛinceſſe, (as bzaue 
and pleaſaunt as ſhe mas) made her ſoꝛowfull and penſite, 
and altered her in ſuch wiſe,as ſhet thought the companie 
wherein ſhe was,didtmpeach her top, which companie ſhe 
imagined to conceiue the like plealure, that ſhe did, whe at 
libertie and alone, ſhee reuolued her troubles, and fanſied 
her contentation in her minde . Alerane on the other ſide 
ſlept not, but as though he had receiued the firſt wound by 
the bandes of the blinde little archer Cupide, craſſed not to 
thincke of ber, whole Image ozdinarelye appeared befoze 
dis eyes, as engrauen moze liuely in his minde than anye 
fozme may be inſculped vppon mettall oz marble. And pet 
neither the one noꝛ the other, durſte diſcouer the leaſt paſli- 
on of a greate nomber, which oppꝛeſſed their beſieged hats 


tes, and which ſuffered not to line in anye reſte this m 
couple 
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couple of lopall louers. The eyes alone did thoffice of the 
bandes and tongue, as truſtie ſecrecaries,and faithful meſ- 
ſengers oftheeffectes of the minde , That which kindled 
the ſier moſte, was their frequente talke together, which 
was but of common matters, withaute btteraunce of that 
which the bart knewe well enoughe, and whereof the eyes 
gaue true teſtimonie. A paſſion truly moſt intollerable fo 
ayonge Pꝛinceſle, as well becauſe ſhe neuer had experifce 
of ſemblable ſoꝛow, as foꝛ her tender age, and pet moꝛe fo2 
anaturall abaſhmente and ſhame, which with the vaile of 
hon92 doth ſerue, oꝛ ought to ſerve koʒ a bꝛidle, to cuerp La⸗ 
die couetous of Fame, oꝛ like to be the oznament oz beauty 
of her race, Adelaſia then floting in the tempeſtuous ſeas 
of her appetites, guided by a maiſter, which delighteth in 
the ſhipwꝛacke of them he carieth, vanquiſhed with an im 
moderate rage of lone,tozmfted with griefvnſpeakeable, 
offended with her owne deſires, beinge alone in her cham⸗ 
ber, degan to complaine her ſoꝛowes, and ſaide: Ab, what ,, 
paſſiouiis it that is vnknowen vnto me, that ingendꝛeth an „ 
obliuion of that which was wont to deligbte and contente „ 
me? From whence commeth this newe alteration, and de; „ 33 
ſire bnactuſtomed, koꝛ ſolitatie being alone, is the reſte and 
argumente of my troubles% Mhat diuerſtties aud chaun · 
ges be thele that in this: ſoꝛt do poiſe # weigh my thought? , 
Ah Adelaſia, what happie miletie doſt thou finde in this ,, 
free pꝛiſon, where pleaſure hath no place, tillthe enemies 
haue dilgaie ted the life; with a Million of painefull and , 
daungerous trauailes: M bat is this to ſay, but 5 againſte , 
the nature of matdens of my yeres J will not, oꝛ cannot be, 
quiet day noꝛ niche, but take my repaſt & feeding vpon cas 
res and thoughtes: Alacke, Jthought then to finiſhe my 5 
* and griekes, when (being alone) J began to frame , 
the plot of my toꝛmentes and paines, with ſo many fozmes , 
- 1d deuiſes in myfanſie, as J do make wiſhes erequeſtes ,, 


bpon the thing Jloue andelfceme aboue all,vppon which , 2 
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cc all mine affections do depende and take their beginning. 
c Mat is this to ſape, but that my mapdes do offende mee, 
« when with diſcrete wozdes they go about to diuert me fr 
ce my follies and pleaſaunt noyſome thoughtes?Wherefoze 
ce ſhauld not J take fn good part the care which they baue of 
£© mp health, and the paine which they take to remember me 
ce of mp tozment 2 Alas, they know not wherein conliſteth þ 
cc foxce of mine euil, and much leſle is it in their power to res 
c“ medie the lame. Euẽ ſo J would haue none other plaſſter, 
ec hut him v hath giuen me the wound, noꝛ none other meate, 
de hut the hunger that dꝛieth me vp, J craue none other com⸗ 
ce foꝛt but the fire which burneth mee continuallye, the fo2ce 
c wherof pearceth the ſucke and marie within mp bones. Ah 
ce Alerane, Alerane, the floure and mirroꝛ of all pꝛoweſſe 
© heautie. It is thou alone that liueſte in mee, of whom my 
ce minde concepueth his hope, and the bart his nouriſhment. 
© Alas:that thy woꝛthines ſhould be the ouerthzow of mine 
c“ honour, and thy perfection the imperſection of my life. 4h 
c Laue, Loue, how diuerſly thou dealeſt with mee. Foz ſeing 
c mine Alerane, Jam attached with heate in the middes of 
<< iſe that is full colde. In thinking of him J do both reſt and 
cc trauaile continually, Nowe J flee from him, and ſodainly 
ce againe, J deſire him. In hearing him ſpeake, tbe Duger # 
ce Honp, that diſtilleth krom his mouth, is the contentmentt 
ce af my minde, till ſuch time as his woꝛds appeare tobe dil⸗ 
cc ferent krom my deſire. Foꝛ then ah Loꝛd:my reſt is couer» 
ce ted into extreme trauaile, thy honye into gall, and woꝛme⸗ 
ce woode moze bitter, than bitter nes it ſelfe,the hope ol my 
et mind is become diſpapꝛe ſo hoꝛrible, as the ſame onely wil 
cc hꝛeede vnto me, (i God haue not pittie vpon me)a ſhoꝛt re» 
ce coutſe of death. After theſe woꝛdes, ſhee reſte da longe 
time without ſpeaking, her armes acroſle, and her eyes e⸗ 
leuate on highe, which ranne downe like a Npuer of tea · 
res, ſ᷑ ſeemed to be ſo rauiſhed, as ami would haue judged: 
ber rather a thing withoute life, than a creature ſenſible,. 
and 
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and labouring fo life, till, recouering her ſpirites againe, 
as comming from an Extaſie and ſounde, the beganne her 
plaintes againe in this ſoꝛt. What: mult ſuch a Bꝛinceſſe 
as 1 ara,abaſe my ſelfe to loue ber owne ſubiect, yea aber * 
kinſeman, and ſpecially not knowing yet how his minde is 
dilpoled: Shall J be ſo vnſhamefaſt, and voyde of reaſon, *? 
toſurrender my ſelfe to anye other but to him, whom God | = 
and Foꝛtune hath pꝛomiſed tobe myeſpoule: Nather death *? 
hall cut ol the thꝛede ok my yeres, than J wil contaminate „ 
my chaſtitie, oʒ that any other enioy the floure ok my birgt- 
nitie,than he to whom J ſhal be tied in martage.Ah:J ſap *? i 
and pzomile muche, but there is a tozmenter in mp minde 
which dealeth ſo rigozouſlie with my reaſon , as J cannot \* 
telwherupon wel to determine. J dare notthincke(which *? a 
alſo Jought not to do)that Alerane is ſo fooliſh to deſpiſe - 
the loue of one, that is the chiefeſte of the doughters of the 
greateſt Ponarches of the woꝛld, and much leſle, that hee 
ſhould foꝛget himſelfe,in ſuch wiſe, to fozſake mee, hauing - 
once entoyed the beſt and deareſt thing that is in mee, and | 
whereof Il meane to make him, the onelpe and peaceable 
poſſeſſoꝛ. Truly the ver tue, gentlenes, and good nurriture | 
of Alcrane,doe not p2omile ſuche treaſon in him, and that *h 
great beautte of his, cannot tell bow to hyde ſuch rigoꝛ as | 
ee will refuſe one that is no defo2med and ill fauoured 
reature,# which loueth him with ſuch ſinceritie, as wher 
ye ſhall loſe the meanes to enioy him, there ſhee hal feele, | 
ven foxthwith,the miſerable ende of her ſozowfull dayes. | 
ad then againe ſhe helde her peace,tofſed and turmoiled 
ith diuers thoughtes fleetinge betweene hope and feare, 
and by, ſhe purpoſed to dekace from her hart, the memo⸗ 
le of laue, which alreadie had taken to kaſte footinge, and 
ould not be ſeparated from the thing, which heauen hims 
ile ſeemed to haue pꝛepared, koꝛ the perfection and glos 
of his triumphe. Loue then conſtrayued her, to reſolue 


ban her laſte determination. Then continuinge ber 
T talkes 
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ce talke, ſighing without ceaſing, ſhe ſaid. Chaũce what may 
ce tg the bttermoſt, I can but wander like a Uagabonde and 
ce fugitiue with mine owne Alerane (if hee will ſhe w mee ſo 
ec much pleaſure to accept mee foꝛ his own )Foz ſure Jam, 
ce the Emperour wil neuer abide the mariage, which Jbaue 
cc 2zomiſed: and ſooner will J die, than another ſhall poſſeſſe 
cc that which Alerane alone deſerueth: hauinge along time 
ce ygwed and dedicated the ſame vuto bim. And afterwards 
<< let the vulgar ſoꝛt blabbe what they liſte of the bolde and 
ce fooliſhe enterpꝛiles of A delaſia, when my harte is contcas 
© ted and deſire ſatiſfyed,and Alerane enfoyeth ber, that lo- 
cc heth him, moze than her ſelfe , Loue verily is not liable to 
ce the fanſite ol the parentes, noz pet to the will, euen of them 
ce that ſubiungate themſelues to bis lawes. And beſides that 
6 A ſhall not be alone amongeſt Pꝛinceſſes, that haue fo2ſa- 
ce ken parentes & countries, to folow their loue into ſtraſige 
£ Regions, Faire Helena the Greeke, did not ſhe abandon 
& Menelaus her huſbande and the rich citie of Sparta, to fol- 
&© {01 the faire Trofan, Alexander failing to T roie$ Phe. 
ce dria and Ariadne, deſpiſed the delicates of Creta, lefte her 
© father a very old man, to go with the Cecropian Theſeus, 
C None fozced Medea þ wife furious Lady (but Loue) to de 
ce parte the Ille of Colchos, her owne natiue countrey, wyth 
te the Argonaute laſon. O good God, who can reſiſt p font 
<< ofLoue, to whom ſomanp kinges, ſo manp Ponarches,(0 
*© many wiſe men of al ages, baue done their homage? Sure 
ce lpthe ſame is the onely cauſe p compelleth meſin makinge 
c myſelfe bolde) ta koꝛget my dutie towardes imp parentes, 
ce and ſpecially mine honour, which J ſhall leaue, ta be reaſ⸗ 
ce ned bpon, by the ignozaunt which conſidereth nothing bu 
<* that which is exteriourly offred to the vie we of the light 
& Ah: how much J deceiue my ſelfe,aud make a reckeningt 
«© of much without mine hoſke And what know IJ if Alerant 
ce (although hee do lone me) will looſe the good grace oft 
*© Emperour,and fozlake his goods, and (ſo it maye — | 
azar 
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hazard bis like, to take ſopooze and miſerable a woman ag 5 
7 am? Notwithſtanding J wil pzoue foztune,death is the »» 
woꝛſt that can chaunce, which J wil accelerate,rather tha 5» 
mp de ſire ſhall looſe his effecte. Thus the faxe and wiſe »» 
Hꝛinceſle concluded her vnhappie ſtate, And all this time 
her beſt frende Alerane, remained in greate affliction, and 
felt ſuch feare as cannot be expꝛeſſed with wooꝛdes, one ly 
true louers know the koꝛce, altogether like to that wherof 
the pong Pꝛince had experience, and durſt not diſcouer his 
eutll to her, b was able to giue him her allegeaunce, much 
{eſſe to diſcloſe it to any deare frende of bis, into whoſe ſe⸗ 
crecie he was wont to commit the moſt parte of his cares, 
which was þ cauſe that made him feele his hart co burne, 
like alitle fier in the middes of a cleare riuer, and ſawhim 
ſelke overwhelmed within the waters, hotter than thoſe 
that be intermixed with Dulphure , and do cuapozate and 
ſende foꝛth ardente ſmokes in an AErhnahill oꝛ Veſuue 
mountaine. The Pꝛinceſſe impaciente to endure ſo long, 
could no lõger keepe ſecrete the flames hiddẽ within her, 
without telling e vttering them to ſome, whom her minde 
liked beſt, and there to render them wher ſhe thought they 
toke their eſſenſe and beinge, caſtinge away all ſhame and 
frare, which accuſtomablie doth aſſociate Ladies of her e- 
ſtate age. One dap ſhe toke ſecretly afide,one that was 
her gouernelſe named Radegonde, a Gentlewomã, ſo ver- 
tuous, wife and ſober, as any other that was inthe Empe⸗ 
rours Courte, who fo2 her appꝛoued manners and chaſte 
like, had the charge ofthe bxinging vppe and nouriſhing ol 
Adelaſia, from her inkancie. Tothis Gentlewoman then 
the amozous Pꝛinceſſe deliberated to communicate her 
ſecretes, and to let her vnderſtande her paſſion, that ſhee 
might finde ſome remedie. And foꝛ that purpoſe they two 
retired alone within a cloſet, the pooze louer tremblinge 
uke a leaſe (at the blaſte of che weaſterne winde, when: 


the Dunne beginneth to lpꝛeade bis beames (ſighinge fo: 
Tü. ſtrangg: 
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ſtrangelp, as if her bodye and ſoule woulde haue departed, 

ce laid thus. The truſt which euer J haue found in thatnatus 
ce rall goodnes that appeareth tobe in you, my mother and 
cc welbeloued Ladie,toyned with diſcretion & fidelitie, wher⸗ 
ce with all pour actes and affayzes be recommended, do pꝛe⸗ 
cc ſently aſſure me, and make me bolde, in this my trouble, to 
cc participate vato you my ſecretes, which be of greater im⸗ 
cc po2tance without compariſon,than anpe that euer J tolde 
cc you, perſwading my ſelfe that the thing which J ſhall cell 
ce vou, whatſocuer it be (be it good oz ill) you will accept it in 
«c luche wyſe, as pour witedome requireth, and to keepe it (a 
ce clole, as the ſecrete of ſuch a Ladie as Jam, doth deſerue. 
cc And that I mayenotholde you longe tn doubte what it is, 
ce knoh pe, that of late the valoꝛ, pꝛoweſſe, beautpe, and cur⸗ 
cc teſie of Senior Alerane of Saxon, hath founde ſuch place in 
ce my hart, as (in deſpite of my ſelf) J am ſo in louc with him, 
tc that my life is not deare vnto me but fo his ſake, my hart 
cc taketh no pleaſure, but in his glozie and vertue, hauinge 
cc Choſen him ſo vertuous a Pꝛince.foꝛ my rend, and one dap 
cc (by Gods ſufferaunce) foʒ my lawfull ſponſe and huſbid. 
ce I\hane aſſated a thouſand meanes, and ſo manpe wapes, ta 
cc caſt him ot, and to blot him out of my remembzaunce: But 
«c alas vnhappie caytife, Foztune is ſo froward, # ſo vnmer⸗ 
te Citull tomy endeuaur, as the moze Jlabour aud goaboute 
ce to extinguiſhe in me, the memozte ok his name and commẽ⸗ 
ce dable vertues, ſo much the moze J do enlarge & augmente 
« them, the flames of which loue do take ſuch increaſe, as J 
«c do litle oꝛ notbinge eſteeme my lite, without the enioyinge 
«. the cffecte of my deſire, and the taſte of ſuche licour, which 
c nouriſhing my hope in pleaſure,may quencbe tbe fier that 
ce doth conſume me. Other wiſe J ſee no meanes poſſible, 
ce but that I am conſtrayneo, either to loſe my good wittes 
« (whereof alreadye J fcete ſome alienation) oz to ende my 
«c dapes with extreme anguiſhe, and inſuppoꝛtable bartes 
-. {ozowe, Alas, I know well that J ſhall loole mp _ 
5 dt 
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Jattempt to pꝛay the Emperour my father, to giue me A. 55 
lcraneto huſbande, ſich he doth already pꝛactiſe a mariage 3» 
betwene the king of Hungarie and me And alſo that Ale- 25 
rane (although he be a Bꝛince ot ſo noble bloud and honon: -» 
rable houſe, as the Saxon is) yet he is to baſe to be ſonne in 5» 
lawe to an Emperour. In theſe mp diſtreſſes, it is of pou as »» 
lone, of whom N looke foꝛ apde and counſaile, beinge cer - 55 
taine of pour pzudence and good iudgement: and therefoze 3» 
J p2ap pou to haue pitie vpon mee, and haue remoꝛſe vpon »» 
this immoderate paſlion, that doth toꝛmente mee beyonde »» 
meaſure.Radegonde hearing Adelaſia diſcloſe this talke, 
wherofſhe would neuer haue thought, was ſo confounded 
and aſtoned, that of long time ſhe could not ſpeake a woꝛd, 
holding her head downe, reuoluing a thouſãd diuers mat⸗ 
ters in her minde, knewe not well what to aunſwere the 
Piinceffe . Finally gatheringe her ſpirites vnto her, ſbee 
aunſwered her with teares in her eyes ſaying, Alas, Pa- 
dame what is that you ſape* Is it poſſible that the wiſeſt, ?? 
vertuous, & moſt curteous Pꝛinceſſe oi Europa, could ſuf ?? 
fer herſeife in this ſo2t(th2ough her onelyaduiſe)to be traf- ?? 
poꝛted to her owne affections and ſenſuall appetites : Is it ?? 
well doen that you ſeing in me, a diſcretion and moveſtte, ?? 
doe not imitate the puritie thereof? Be theſe the godly ad» ?? 
monicions which heretofoze have given you,þ pou will ?? 
ſo lightly deſtle pour fathers houſe with þ blot of infamie, ?? 
and your ſelf with eternal repꝛoch: Would you Madame, 
that hpon the ende of my peares J ſhould begin to betrape 
my Loꝛd the Emperour, who hath cõmitted to my hands ?? 
the moſt pꝛecious Jewell of his bouſe? Shal J be ſo bncõ ?? 
{tant in mine old dayes to become an vnſhamefaſt minifter ?? 
of your fonde and foo liſhe Loue, a thing which J neuer did 
in the aydent time of my youth + Alas, Madame, koꝛget J ?? 
beſeech pon, this koliſh oꝛder, caſt vnder your feete this de» ?? 
termination wickedly begonne,ſuch,ascothe blemiſhinge 
if the hanourable bzightnes of _ fame, mape cauſe — — 
[> 141 ne | 
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ruine of vs all. Follow the tounſell of pour deare nourice 
cc Radegonde, whoe loueth-pou better than her owne ſoule, 
« Quenche theſe noiſome and parchingeflames which baue 
cc kindled, and thꝛowen fozth their ſparkes into pour chaſt g 
ce tender harte. Take heede J beſeech you, that a vaine hope 
ce doe not deceiue pou, aud a fovliſhe deſire abuſe pou, Alas: 
cc thincke that it isthe parte of a {age and pꝛudente minde, to 
ce teſtraine the firſt motions of euer pe paſſion, and to reſiſte 
tc the rage that riſeth in our willes, and the ſame very oft by 
er ſucteſſion of time, bꝛingeth to it ſelfe to late and nopſome 
«c repentance. This pour thought pꝛocedeth not of Loue:foʒ 
ce hee that thincketh to ſuſtaine himſelke with venim ſugred 
cc with that dꝛogue, in the ende he ſeeth himſelfe ſo deſperat- 
cc ly impoploued, as onely death is the remedie fo} ſuche dil 
« eaſe, ALouer truly may becalled þ laue, ofa tyzantmoſt 
ce violent, cruell, and bloudie, that map be found, whoſe poke 
ec once put on, can not be put of, but with painkul ſoꝛowe and 
cc bnſpeakeable diſpleaſure. Do you not know Padame, 5 
ce loue & kollie be two paſſions ſo like one an other, that thep 
ec engender like effectes in the minds of thole that do poſſeſſe 
cc them:in ſuch wiſe as the affection of the pactente cannot be 
cc Concealed ? Alas, what ſhall become of pou &him that you 
ce lone ſo well, if che Emperour do know and percetne your 
«c light and fond determinations. Shew Madame fo2 Gods 
cc lake what you be. Let the ripe kruits ot pour pzudence,ſo 
ce long time tilled, appeare abꝛode ts the woꝛlde. Expell fro 
cc vu this vuruled loue, which ik pon luſter fraukly to enter 
cc to pour hart, aſſure pour ſelfe he wil take ſuch holdfaſte 
ce of the place, p when you thincke to extrude the enemie out, 
ce it is be that will dꝛiue away that ſmall poztton of fozce and 
«c reaſon that reſtetb in pou. And then þ comfoze ofpour mi- 
cc ſeries, wil be the lamentati of pour loſſes, and a folowing 
cc łepentaunce fo2 that, which cannot be, by any meanes re⸗ 

ccouered. Adelaſia burning in Loue and fretting with an- 


te ger, not able to abide contrarie replie to her minde, began 
to lokt 
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to loke furiouſlievppontheLavie, that gaue her ſuche hol · 
ſome admonicts, to whom ſhe ſaid with moze than womã⸗ 
ly ſloutnes, theſe wozds, And what are pou good gentle⸗ 
woman, that dare ſo hardly pzeſcribe lawes to L cue that 
Is not ſabtect 02 tied vnto the fantaſie of men? Who bath 
giuen pou commiſſton to take the matter ſo hote, againſt þ ut 
J haue determined to doe, ſay pou what you cans No, no, 8 
J loue Ale ane, and will loue him, whatſoeuer come of it., 
And ſithe J can haue none other belpe at pour bandes, oz * 
meete counſell fo) mine eaſe and comfoꝛt: Be aſſured that 

J wil endeuour to finde it in my ſelfe. And likewiſe to P20- | F 
uide ſo well as Jcan foꝛ mine affaires, that eſcbewing the * 
alliaunce which the Emperour pꝛepareth, J will liue at 
hartes eaſe with him, whom in vaine) pou goabout to put hy 
out ok mp remembꝛaunce. And ik ſo be J chaunce to faple 

of my pur pole, Jhave a medicine fo2 my talamities, which, 
is death, the laſte refuge of all miſeries. Thich will be, 
tight pleaſaunt vnto me, en ding my like, in the contemplas | , 
tion and memoꝛie of the ſiucere and perfecte Loue, that J 
beare to mine Alerane. Radegonde no lefſe abaſhed, than 
ſurpꝛziſed with keare, hearinge the reſolution of che Pꝛin⸗ 
ceſſe,could not at the firſt make any aunſwere,but to make 

her recourſe to teares, the moſt familiar weapons that wo⸗ 
men haue. Then ſeing by the countenaunces of Adglaſia, 
that the paſſion had ſet in footeto deepe,fop any to atſimpt 

to plucke oute the rooteg, from that time fo2th ſhee wiped - _ - 
ber epes, not without euident demonſtration (fo? 4 
of her great griefe conceyued, with infinite ſigbes, turning 
her face to the Ladie, ſhee ſaid to her withpleaſaunter coũ⸗ 
tenaunce than bekoze. Madame, ſich your miſhap is ſuch. as „ 
withoute Alerane, pou cannot bee quiet oz pacikped in „ 
minde, appeaſe pour plaintes , wipe awape pour teares, „ 
ſhew your countenaunce topful, and ſetting allde all care, „„ 
put on good cozage, and repoſe ſin mee all pour anguiſhe „„ 


and trouble. Foz J doe pzomile you, and ſweare bythe ,,, 
litt. . fayty, 
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te fayth that J do owe pou, Madame, come whatſoeuer ſhall 
ec ynto me. J will deviſe in pꝛactiſing pour reſt to beginne 
ce mine owne ſoʒow. And then pou ſhall ſee how much Jam 
cc pour frend, and that the wozds which J haue ſpoken do not 
cc 12oceedeels where, but from the deſire that J haue to doe 
ic you ſetuice, ſeeking al wapes pollible your aduauncement. 
cc Adelaſia at theſe laſt woꝛds felt ſuch a motiõ in her minde, 
as much a doe ſhe had fo the exceeding great toy and plea« 
ſure the conceiued, to ſtate her ſoule from leapinge fozth of 
that coꝛpoꝛall pziſon(like the ſpirite of that Romaine Las 
die which once lekte the bodye, to deſcende into the Elifien 
fields,covſethe perfection of her toy with þ bleſſed ſoules 
there, when ſhe ſaw her ſonne retozne ſafe and ſounde from 
the battaile of Thraſimene beſides the lake of Peruſe, 
where the Conſull Flaminius was oucrcome by Hanni- 
ball) but in the ende, the hope to haue that which Rade- 
gonde had pꝛomiſed, made her to recciue hart againe, and 

ce to clepe her counſeler, ſapinge. God foꝛbid deare mother, 
ec tbat the thing you do fo2 me, ſhould rebounde toyour miſe 
dc hap,02 diſcontentmente, ſithe the affection which pou haue, 
ce conſiſteth in the onely pitie and conſe ruation of a pooꝛe at 
« flicted maid?. And pour deſire tendeth to the deliverance of 
ce the moſte paſſionate Pzinceſſe,that euer was boꝛne of mo⸗ 
« ther. And beleeue that Foztune will bee ſo fauourable, 
« that what miſchiefe ſoeuer chaunce, pou remapninge 
cc without paine, I ſhall be ſhee that alone (hal beare the pe⸗ 
«© naunce. Wherefozeonce againe I beſeech you, (ſapd ſhee 
© embzacinge Radegonde( to bjinge that to paſle, whereof 
cc vou giue aſſured hope. Care not you Madame ſapde Ra- 
cc degonde, Itruſte within ja while to make pou pꝛoue the 
cc effecte of my pꝛomiſe. And will cauſe you to ſpeake vn⸗ 
« to him whom you deſice ſo muche. Onelp be meerye , and 
cc koꝛgette theſe ſtraunge faſhions, in tozmentinge your ſelle 
cc {o muche befoze pour maides; to the intente that, which 
ce hitherto hath bin kepte ſecrete, mape not be reueyled to 
your 
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your great ſhame and hinderaunce , and to the beter ruine 53 
and ouerthꝛow of me. During all this time, Alerane liued 23 
in deſpaire, and hardy cowardiſe, foz although he ſawe the 
amoꝛous geſtes of Adelaſia, yet he durſt fixe no certainiud 
gement ok his owne ſatiſfaction , although his harte tolde 
bim, that he was her onely fauoured friend, and pꝛomiſed 
him that, which almoſt he feared to thinke, whiche was to 
haue her one dap koꝛ friend , if the name of ſpouſe were re⸗ 
fuſed. Thus toꝛmented with toye and diſpleaſure, wande⸗ 
ring betwene doubt, and eſſuraunce of that he hoped. The 
ſelle ſame dape that Adelaſia pꝛactiſed with Radegonde, 
fo: the obtaining of her toy, ſecrete miniſterie of her loue, 

he entred alone into a garden, into whiche che Pꝛince ſle 
chamber bad pꝛoſpect, # after he had walked there a good 
ſpace in an Alley, viewing diligencly the oꝛder of the kruit⸗ 
ful crees of ſo diuers ſoꝛtes, as there be barietie of colours, 
with in a faire meade, during 5 ver dure of the ſpzing time, 
ind ok ſo good e ſauoꝛours taſte as the harte of man could 
wyſhe : He repaired vnder a Laurel ttee, ſo well ſpꝛed and 
adozned with leaues, about whiche tree you might haue 
ſcene an infinite number of Myrtle trees, of ſmell odozife⸗ 
rous and ſweete, of Oringe trees ladt with vnripe fruite, 
ofpliable Maſtickes and tender Tameriskes. And there be 
fetched his walkes a long the thycke and greene herbes, 
beholding the varietie of floures,whiche decked and beau⸗ 
titied the place, with their liuely and naturall colours. Ye 
then rauiſhed in this cõtemplation, remembꝛing her which 
was the pleaſure and toꝛment ol his minde,in ſig hing wiſe 
began to ſape. O that the beauens be not pꝛopitious and 5 
kauourable to my indeuours. Sithe that in the middes of 55 
my iolities, J fele anew pleaſaunt difpleaſure,which doth 55 
adnihilate all other ſolace, but p which Jreceive thzough ; 
the Image painted in my harte, of p divine beautie, whiche 5» 
15 moe varieted in perfection of pleaſures, than this para- 


die and delicious place, in varictie of enamel & painting, 5 
although 
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te althought that nature and art ok man, haue wozkemanlpe 
ec trauailed, to declare and ſet foꝛth their knowledge and dis 
«c.ligence. Ah: Adelaſiathe faireſt Lady of al faire, and moſt 
cc excellent Pꝛʒinceſſe of the earth: Is it not poſſible fo2 me 
cc to feede ſo well of the vie we and contemplation of thy bea⸗ 
ct uenly & Angelicall face, as I doe ofthe light of thele faire 
cc and ſundꝛy coloured floures? map it not be bꝛought to palle, 
ce that I may ſmell, p ſwete bzeath which reſpirech thzough 
tc thy delicate mouth, being none other thing, than Baulme 
«« Mulke, and Aumbze, pea and that which is moze pꝛecidus, 
cc and fo2 the raritie, and valour hath no name euen as J'da 
ce ſmell the Roſes, Pincks, and Uiolets, hanging ouer mp 
cc bead, frankely offering themſelues into myhandes ! Ah: 
ce infoꝛtunate Alerane, there is no floure that ought to be ſa 
cc handled, no (anoz, the lwetneſſe whereof ought not to bet 
ce ſented without deſert,meritcd befoze. Ah: Loue Lone, that 
ce thou haſt fixed my minde vpõ ſo high thinges. Alas 3 feare 
ec an offente ſo daungerous, wbich in the ende will bꝛee de my 
cc death. And pet J can not wichdꝛawe mp harte, from that 
ec ſincke of loue, although J would fozce my ſelfe to expell it 
ce from me Alas J baue red ot him ſo many times, and baue 
ce heard talke ot his foxce,as Jam afraid to boozde him, c pet 
cc feare, J ſhall not eſcape his gulfe. Alas I knowe well it is 
ec be, ot whom is engendꝛed a litle mirth and laughing, after 
ce whiche doth kollowea thouſande teares, and weapinges, 
ce Which foz a pleaſure that paſleth awap ſo ſone as 5 whirlt- 
cc winde, dotb giue vs ouer to great repentaunce, the ſoꝛowe 
cc whereof endureth a long time, and ſometimes, bis bitter⸗ 
ce neſſe accompanieth vs euen to the graue. The pacicntes 
cc that be tainted with that amozous feuer, although conti⸗ 
de nually they dye, yet they can not wholy ſee and perceiue 
cc the default and lacke of their life, albeit they do wyſhe and 
cc deſire it ſtill. Brit alas what miſhap is this that J doe ſee 
ec the poyſon , whiche cauſeth my miſchieke, and dor knowe 
ca the wape to remedpe the ſame, and pet neuertheleſſe can 
not, o; 
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not, oꝛ will not recouer the helpe, Did euer man heare a, 
thing ſo ſtraunge, as a ſicke man ſeking helpe, and fpuding 4, 
recouerte,ſhould yet reiecte it: Saping ſo, he wepte and „ 
ſogbed ſo piteouſipe, as a litle chylde thzeated by his mo⸗ 
ther the nourice. Then roming vp and downe vppon the 
graſſe, he ſeemed rather to be a man ſtraught and vounde 
with chaines, than like one that had his wittes and under ⸗ 
ſtanding. Alter wardes being come againe to himſelfe, hee 
retourned to his fürſte talke, ſaying; But what $ am J 
moꝛe wyle, moze conſtant and perkecte, than ſo many Em- 52 
perours, Rynges, Pꝛinces, and greate Lozdes , who not- 55 
withſtanding their kozce, wiſedome, oz riches, haue bene » 
tributarie to loue : The tamer and ſubduer of monſters „ 
and Tpzants, Hercules, (vanquiſhed by the ſnares of loue) »» 
did not he handle the diſtaffe in ſtead of his mightie mace ? 
Che ſtrong and inuincible Achilles, was not be ſacrificed 5» 
to the ſhadowe ol Hector, vnder the colour of loue, to cele« »» 
bꝛate holy mariage with Polixena, daughter to king Pria» 55 
mus 2 The great Dictator Iulius Cæſar, the conquerour 55 
of lo many people, Armies, Captaines, and Ringes, was »» 
ouercome with the beautie and good grace of Cleopatra, »5 
Queene of Egipt, Auguſtus his ſucceſſour, attired lyłke a »» 
woman, by a peoman of his chamber, did he not take awaye 55 
Liuia from him that was firſt maried vnto ber: And that »5 
common enempok man, and of all curteſie, Claudius Nero, 55 
appeaſed pet ſome of his kurie, fo2 the loue of his Ladie ? 5» 
What ftrannge things did the learned wiſe and vertuous »» 
Monarche Marcus Aurelius indure of his well beloued »» 
Tauſtine? And that greate Captaine Marcus Antonius »» 
the very terro2 of the Romaine people, and the feare of »» 
lraung e barbarous natiõs, did homage to þ child Cupi- »» 
do fo2 þ beautie of Queene Cleopatra, which afterwardes »» 
was the cauſe of his vtter onerth2zow., But what meane IJ] »5 
to alledge remember chenumber ok louers, being ſo inft- »» 
lute as they be: Mherkoze haue p Poetes in time paſt fai⸗ 3» 
ned in 
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ce ned intheir learned and deuine bookes theloues, of Iupi- 
ce ter, Apollo, and Mars, but that euery man map knowe, the 
© force ot Loue to be ſo puiſlaunt as the Gods themſelues 
cc haue telt his force to be inuincible and ineuitable: Ah : if 
e ſometi mes a gentleman be excuſed fo2 abaſſing himſelf ta 
Leue a woman of baſe birth and bloud, why ſhould J bee 
5 atcculed 02 appꝛehended fo: louing the daughter of the chie⸗ 
c feſt Hꝛinte of Europe? J's it fo2 the greatneſſe of her houſe 
*© andantiquitie of her race? Wlhp , that is all one betwene 
© vs twoo,and toke his oziginal of the place, whereof at this 
pape, my Father is the chiefe and pꝛincipall. And admitte 
* that Adelaſia be the doughter ofan Emperour: Ah,Loue 
* hath no regarde to perſons, houſes, oz riches, rather is he 
* of greater commendation, whoſe enter pꝛyſes are moſte fa⸗ 
* mous and haute geſtes extende their flight farre of, Nom 
& relketh then to deuiſe meanes how to make her vnderſtand 
re mp payne. Fo2 J am aſſured that ſhe loueth me,ſauing that 
& her honour and pong yeres doe let her, to make it appeare 
*© me2e manifeſt, But it is my pꝛopꝛe dutie to make requeſte 
© for the lame, conſidering her merites, æ my ſmall deſertes 
© in reſpect ok her perfections . Ah: Alerane,thou mult vn- 
& loſe Þ tongue which ſo long time, hath ben tied vp,thzough 
* to much fonde and fearful ſhame. Set aſide the feare of pe⸗ 
© rifl, whatſoeuer it be, foz thou canſt not implope thy ſelfe 
e moze gloziouſly than vpon the purſuit of ſuche a treaſure, 
ve thatſemeth to be reſernedfo2 þ fame of thy mind ſohighly 
ce placed, whichcan not attaine greater perfections, except þ 
& heauens do frame in their impꝛeſſions a ſeconde Adelaſia 
© (of whom J thinke dame nature her ſelfe hath bꝛoken the 
© moulde) who can not ſhake of Alerane from the chiefeſt 
c plate, in whom he hath layd the foundation of his tope that 
« he hopeth to ſinde in loue During theſe complaintes, Ra- 

degonde, that ſawe him rauiſhed in that extaſie, toniectu⸗ 

ring the cauſe of his being alone, cauſed him to be called by 

a Page: who hearing that, was ſurpziſed with a new feare 

te ys 
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intermixe with a ſecrete pleaſure, knowing bery well, chat 
he being the gduerneſle of his Lady, vnder ſtode the grea⸗ 
teſt pztuicies of her harte, hoping alſo chat ſhe bzought him 
gladſome newes,and ſetting a good chere vpon his face all 
mated and confuſed fo2 troubles paſt, bee repay2ed to the 
Lady meſſanger , who was nolelle aſhamed, fo2 the tale 
that ſhe muſt tell, than he was afeapd and dombe, by light 
of her, whom he thought did bꝛing, the areſte and determi ⸗ 
nation, either ot ioye oꝛ of diſpleaſure. After curteſie 3 wel⸗ 
coms done betwene thein, the Lady pꝛeambled a certayne 
ſhozt diſcourſe touching the matter, to do p Saxon ꝛince 
to under ſtande, the good will and barty loue of Adelaſia 
to warde him, pꝛaping bim chat the ſame migbt not be dil⸗ 
couered,ſith the hono? of bis Lady did conſiſte in the ſecte⸗ 
tie there ok, alſuring him, that he was ſo in fauour with the 
Pzincelſe,as any true and faithfall louer could deſire to be 
foz his content. J leaue to pour conſideration, in what ſo⸗ 2 
dayne iope Alerane was , hearing ſuche gladſome newes 55 
whiche he loked not foꝛ, and thought he was not able to rt» 5 
der ſufficient chankes co the meſlanger, and much leſſe to »2 
extolle the beautie and curteſte of his Lady, who without 25 
any of his merites done befoze, (as he thought) had him in >» 
ſo good remembzaunce. Beſeching mozeouer Radegonde, 55 
that ſhe would in his name do humble commendations to 22» 
his Lady, and therewith to confirme her in the aſſuraunce 2 
of his perfect good will, immutable deſire, euerlaſtingly 2 
at her commaundement,onely pꝛaping her, that he might 2» 
ſaye vnto Adelaſia, thee woꝛdes in ſecrete, to thintent ſhee 25 
migbt perceiue his harte, and ſee the affection, wherewith 22 
he deſtred to obey her al the dais of his life. The mill enger 23 
allured him ok al that he required, and inſtructed him what 
he had to doe, foʒ the accompliſhement of that he loked fo?, 
which was, that the next day at night, ſhe would cauſe him 
to come into her Warderobe, which was adiopning to the 
Chamber ok his Lady; to the ende that when her mapdes 
werte 
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were a bed, he might repaire to the place where he might 
eaſely vilite his maiſtreſle, ⁊ ſap vnto het᷑ what he thought 
©. good. Che compact thus made „the Lady returned tothe 
© Piinceſſe, that wayted with good deuotion fo2 the newes 
©. of ber beloued. And hearing the repozt of Radegonde,ſhee 
re was not contente p the ſhould make repeticion of the ſame, 
twiſe 02 th2iſe, but a million ot times and euen till nighte, 
that ſhe ſlept vpon that thought, with the greateſt re ſt, that 
the bad receiacd in long time befoze . The mozrowe at the 
houre that Alerane ſhould come, Adelaſia fapning her ſelf 
to be ill at eaſe, cauſed her mapdes to goe to bed, making 
her alone totarie with her: that was the meflanger of ber 
loue, who a litle while after, went to ſecke Alerane, whiche 
was a building of Caſtels in the apze, fantaſping a thous 
fand deuiſes in his minde: hat might befall of that enter⸗ 
pꝛiſe he went about: not with ſtanding he was ſo blinded in 


follp, as without meaſuring the fault which be committed, 


be thought vpon nothing but vppon the pꝛeſent pleaſure, 
which ſemed to him ſa great as the chamber wherein bee 
was, ſeemed not ſufficient to compꝛehend the gloꝛy of his 
good houre. But the Pzinceſſeon the other part, felte a 
maruellous trouble in her minde, and almoſte repented, 
that ſhe had ſo hardely made Alerane to come into a place 
vndecent fox ber honour, and at a time ſo incouentent. om 
beit ſeing that the ſtone was chꝛowen, ſhee purpoſed not to 
pꝛetermitte the occaſion, which being balde can not caſely 
be gotten againe, it ſhe be once let ſlip. And whiles ſhe tra⸗ 
ueiled in theſe meditations and diſcourſed bppon that ſhee 
had to doe, Radegonde tame in, leading Alerane by the 
bande, whom ſhe pꝛeſented to the Pꝛinceſſe, ſaping to ber 
ec with a verie good grace. Madame, J deliuer vou this pꝛy⸗ 
cc ſoner, whom euen nowe J founde here, betwene pour chã⸗ 
ec he and that wherin pour maydes lye: now conſider what 
& vou baue to doe Alerane in the meane tyme, was fallen 
dowue vpon his knees befoꝛe his ſainct, wholly bent to cõ · 
template, 
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template, her excellẽt beautie and good grace, which made 
him as dumbe as an Image. Shee lykewpſe beholding 
hym that made her thus to erre in her honeſtie, foꝛced 
thꝛougb ſhame and loue, could not fozbeare to beholde him 
the power ol her mynde wholy craniferrcd into her eyes, 
that then pelded contentation of her harte whichethce ſa 
long delſired. Ju the ende Alerane holding the handes of 
Adelaſia; manp tymes did kiſſe them, then receiuing cau⸗ 
rage, be bꝛake of that long ſilence and began to ſape thus. 
JI neuer thought ( Madame) that the ſight of a thing ſo lõög 
delired, had bene ol luch effect, as it would haue rauiſhed “ 
both the mpnde and bodye,of their pꝛopꝛe duties and natu - 
tall actions, it nowe J had not pꝛoued it, in beholding, the ?? 
diuinitie of pour beautie moſte excellent. And truelp Pa ?? 
dame Radegonde dpd rigbtly terme this place here, my 
pꝛyſon, couſivering that of long tyme J haue partly loſte 
this mp libertie, of the whiche I feelenowe an intire alie⸗ * 
nation. Ok one thing ſure J am, that being your pꝛpſoner, 
as Jam in deede, I map make my vaunt and boaſt, that J! ?? 
am lodged in the faireſt and pleaſaunteſt pꝛyſon, chat a mã on 
tan wyſhe and deſire. Foz which cauſe Padame, be wel ad⸗ * 
viſed, how pou do vſe and entreate pour captiue and flaue, ?? 
that bumbly maketh peticion vnto pou, to haue pitie vpon ?? 
his weakeneſſe, which he will accept as a grace vnſpeakea⸗ 
ble, it of pour accuſtomed gaodneſſe, it may pleaſe you tore ?? 
teiue him fox your owne, fo that hencekozth, hee vowetbe 
(onſccrateth his like, goodes, and honour, to pour com- 
naundemente and ſeruice. And laping ſo, bis ſtomake pan⸗ “ 
!d with continuall ſigbes, and from his eyes diſtilled a 
"er ok teares, the better to expꝛeſſe and declare the ſecret 
ce, that made hym to vtter theſe wooꝛdes. Which was 
getauſe that Adelaſia emdzaſing hym very loutngly, mas 
taunſwere thus. J knowe not (Loꝛde Alerane) what p2ps 33 1 
athatis, where 5; pꝛiſoner is in better caſe, than the pʒy . 2» 1 
of whom he termeth himſelfe to be the ano 1 
that 
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a6 that J fele in me ſuch a loſſe of my ſelfe, as Ican not tell 
ce whet her to go, oꝛ where to retire, but euen to him that cra⸗ 
tc ueth the ſame fredome „ whereof J m ſelke doe make re⸗ 
tc queſte. Alas my welbeloued Alerane, into what extremitie 
ec am J bzought, the very great love that Jbeare you, fo 
ce ceth me to foꝛget my dutie, æ the ligneage wherof I come, 
cc pea and mine honoꝛ, which is moze to bee eſtemed than all 
cc the reſte But J repoſe in pou ſuch aſtiance, as pou will not 
ce deceiue, ſo ſimple a Ladie as J am, vtcerly voyde ok guple 
ce and deceit. Who, if you be toꝛmented, liueth not without 
cc griete and ſozrowe,altogether like vnto pours. If pou dot 
ce ſighe, I am wholly ſpent and conſumed in teares Do you 
ce deſire reſte % Alas: I wiſhe & craue the ſame vnto vs both, 
ce that be now ſundzed and deuided, whiche can not be aqui 
ce red, extept they be vnited which befoze were wholly ſepa⸗ 
cc rated. Radegonde intertupting their talke, ſmiling ly ſaid, 
cc And how can this ſeparation be combined, where the par 
cc ties them ſelues do liue in ſuch diſiunctions? You ſay true 
ce Madame, ſaide Alerane, foꝛ, the perfection of vnitie. conl⸗ 
cc ſteth in the knitting ok that which is ſeparated, Wiherfoze 
cc (Madame ſayd he to Adelaſia) I humby beſech pou, aſwel 


ce fo2 pour comt̃oꝛt as my reſt, not to ſuffer this diuiſion to be f 
ce to long, ſith the outward bound ſhall combine the ſame ſo , 
cc inwardly,as very death ſhail nat bee able hereafcer to de: 27 
ce face o2 diminithe the ſame. It I may aſſure my ſelfe ſayde I „ 
ct the of pour fidelitie, it ſo may come to paſſe, as I wold giut i . 
cc you a bery great libertie, but hearing cell ſo many times 0080 © / 
cc the inconſtancie and fickle truſt of men, Iwill be content 1. 
ce with my firſt fault. without adding any further aggrau i |, 
ec ton, to faſten and binde that, which J vo ſpecially eſtemeY e 
tc Alas Madame ſayd A lerane, doe you thinke, that the p2ol wor 


cc of mpfidelitie may receiue greater perfection, by cniopin 
ec the pleaſures chat I hope foꝛ than it doth alredy > No, I 
cc Madame, and therefoze be ſure of my har te & ſtedfaſtncſle 


« F t ſoner ſhall my body faple, than dekaulte in me to 1 
and ha 
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and hono? you, if not accozding to the woꝛthineſſe ok your 5 
eſtate, yet by al meanes, ſo farre as my power ſhal ſtretch. 2» 
And can you finde in pour hart to conceiue, that your Ale- 2» 
rane would play the traitour with her, ſoꝛ whole ſeruice he 
feareth not to aduẽture a thouſand lines if God had geuen 22 
im ſo many% Adelaſia be ſpꝛent all with teares, was in an 2 
extaſp oz traunce.Which Alerane perceiuing and ſaw that 
Radegonde was gone intoß warderobe, to ſuffer them to 
talke their fill: he began to take poſſeſſion of her mout he, 
redoubling kiſſe vpõ kiſſe, ſometimes waſhed with teares, 
ſometime dzted bp, with frequent vſe thereof, leauing nei⸗ 
ther eye no2 cheke vnkilled: and ſeing the pacience of his 
Lady,beſeaſed vpon her white, har de, and round b2eaſtes, 
whoſe pappes with ſighes moued and remoued, yelding a 
:ertaine deſire of Alerane to paſſe further, Which Adela- 
lia perceiuing, diſſembling a ſwete anger and ſuch a chafe 
ag did rather accende the flames of the amozous Prince, 
than with moiſte licour extinguiſhe the ſame , and making 
him to geue ouer the enterpziſe,ſhe fiercely ſayd vnto him. 
Hou now (Sir Alerane) howe dare you thus malapertly ,, 
abuſe this my ſecret frendſhip, in ſuffering you to come ſo ,, 
frankely into my chamber, Thinke not p although J haue ,, 
bledyou thus familiarly, that I can be able to ſutfer pou, to ,, 
attempt any further, Foꝛ( it God be fanourable to cõſerue ,, 
me in my right wittes) neuer man ſhal haue that aduaune , 
tage, to gather þ floure ot my virginitie, but he with whã „ 
Ichall be ioyned in mariage. Dtherwyſe J ſhall bee vn- ,.. 
wozthy,bothe o my honourable ſtate, and alſo ot that man 
what ſoeuer he be,wozthyofeſtimation and pzeferrement. 
Do J thynke to Madame, aunſwered Alerane. Fox ik it „ 
woulde pleaſe yon to doe me that honour,to receiue me fo2 „ 
your fapthfull and lopall eſpouſe , Iſweare vnto pou by 
hym thatſeeth and heareth all tbynges, that neuer any os ,, 
ther ſhall bee maiſtreſſe of Aleranes harte, but the fapte „ 


Pzinceſſt Adelaſia. She that aſked no better, alter mutche 
A talke 
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talke betwene them, in the ende cõdeſcended, that A lerane 
ſhould gene his faith to marrie her, and to conuep her out 
of the courte, till the Emperour were appealed foz their 
committed fault. Thus had the Saxon ꝛinte, the full poſ. 
ſeſſion ot his deſires,and caried away the pꝛay ſo long time 
ſought foꝛ. Radegonde was he, that receiued the othes of 
their eſpouſalles, and capitulated the articles of their ſe- 
crete mariage. And akter the determination made of cheir 
flying awape, and a dape thereunto appointed, the two Lo- 
vers entred the campe, to make p2oufe by combate of their 
hardineſſe, and aſſape of their trauayle in tyme to come, 
wherein they thought koz euer to perſeuere and continue, 
Bepng ſa bedde then together, they did conſumate , the 
bande that ſtrayghtly doth bynde the harte of Louers to⸗ 
gether, intiring the vnton diuided, whiche bekoze they 
thought imperkect and could not be accompliſhed but by 
in ward affections of the minde. And God knoweth howe 
this new maried couple vſed their mutuall contentation: 
But lure it is, that they continued together vntil the moz- 
ning had vncouered from the night her darkenes , euen to 
the point of day, that Alerane was ſomaned by Radegon- 
de to depart, who to conclude his fozmer tope,verylouings 

cc ly killed his newe wife,and ſayd vnto ber. Madame the fe⸗ 
cc licitie that J fele nowe, by enioping that which vniteth me 
ce ſo nerely being indiſſoluble and neuer hereafcer to be bꝛo⸗ 
ce ken, ſemeth ſo great as no perill whatſoeuer doth happen, 
cc tan make me foꝛget the leaſt part of my ioye. So it is that 
cc {ring the ſkate ot our pꝛeſent affaires, and fearing the daun⸗ 
cc ger that may chaunce, J will fo? this time take mp leaue 
cc ot pou, and goe about to put the ſame in oꝛder, that no ne⸗ 
ce gligence may ſlacke pour tope and deſired pleaſure. Ah: ſit 
cc (ſaith ſhe) that my hart fozethinketh both the beſt  wozlte 
cc ot our intended enterp2iſe.But to the intent we may pꝛoue 
c our foꝛtune, by whoſe conduction we muſt paſſe, I doe ſub⸗ 


ec mitte my ſelfe , to the wiſedome of pour mynde, and to the 
1. good 
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good ſuccelle that hetherto hath accompaignied all your. >» 
indeuours.And then they kiſſed and embzaced again, dzin - 35 
king vp one anothers trares, which diſtilled from them in »» 
ſuch aboundaunce . Thus Alerane departed from bis Las 5» 
dies chamber, and went home to hisowne houſe, where he 
ſolve all his goodes at ſmall pzice ,making men to vnder⸗ 
ſtand, that he would emplop v money otherwiſe in things 
whereof he hoped to recouer greater gaine. With that mo 
ney he bought pꝛecious ſtones, and pꝛetie Jewels, that he 
might not be burdened with cartage of to much gold, oz o⸗ 
ther monep, and then he put his males and bougets in rea⸗ 
dinelle to go with his wike either of them in the habite and 
apparell ok pilgrimes, kaire and ſoktlya koote, not be diſco- 
ueted. Ahich was done in the night. The pꝛiuceſſe faining 
her ſelfe to be ſicke, made her maydes to withdzawe them ⸗ 
e lues into their chamber, and then ſhe went into the gar⸗ 
den where Alerane firſte made his plaintes, as you haue 
heard bekoze: in whiche place her bulbande taried foz her, 
God knoweth whether they renewed their paſtime begon 
the dape of their mariage, but fearing to be taken, thep be⸗ 
gan to plape the tome die, the actes wherof were very long 
and the ſcrolle or their miſeries to pꝛolixe to carie, befoze 
they tame to the Cataſtrope and ende of their comicall ac» 
tion Foz leauing their ſumptuous and riche apparell, chep 
clothed themſelues with Pilgrims attire, taking 5 Skal⸗ 
{op Hell ſtaffe, like to them that make their Pilgrimage 
(0 S. James in Galliſia. The Pꝛinteſſe toke the perſonage 
ofa yong wench, ruffling her heare whiche ſhe bad in time 
paſt ſa carefully kempt, curled, and trimmed with gold x. 

ie wels ok ineſtimable value, wherein conſiſteth the chfefelt. 
grace ofthe beautie and oꝛnament of the woman. Aho is 
able to deny, but that this naturall humour and paſſion, 
bo2ne ſo ſone as we, whiche they call Laue, is not a cer⸗ 
tayne eſſence and being, the koꝛce and vigo2 whereof, not a⸗ 


dle to abide compariſon. Is it no ſmall matter, that by the 
Ai. only in 
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only inſtinction of Loues fozce , the doughter of ſo great a 
'Phince,as the Emperour ofthe Romaines was, ſhoulde 
wander like a vagabonde in diſſembled tire, and poozely 
cladde, to experiment and pꝛoue the long trauaile of iour- 
neyes, the intemperature of the apze, the haz arde to meete 
with ſo many theeues and murderers, which wapte in all 
places fo2 poozepalſengers,and mozeouer , to feele the bit⸗ 
terneſſe of trauaple, neuer taſte d befoze , the rage of hun- 
ger, the intollerable alteration of thirſt, the heate of hotte 
Sommer the coldeneſle of wpnters yce, ſubiect to raines, 
and ſtoꝛmp blaſtes: doth it not plainely demonſtrate that 
Loue hath either a greater perfection, than other palſids, 
oꝛ els that thep which feele that alteration, be out of the 
number of reaſonable men, endued with the bzightneſle of 
that noble qualitie. This fayze Lady recouering the fields 
with her huſband, with determination to take their flight 
into Italie, was mote ioykull, freſhe, and luſtp,than when 
ſhe liued at eaſeamonges the delicates c plealures,which 
ſhe taſted in her fathers court. See howe fo2tune and loue 
are content to be blinde, cloling vp the eyes of them, that 
followe their trace, x lubdue them lelues to their edictes, 
and vnſtable diſpoſitions, And truely this rage of loue was 
the only meane to dulcoꝛate and make ſwete the bitter gal 
of griefe whiche thoſe twoo louers felte , dekatigated al⸗ 
moſte with tedious trauaile iudging their wearineſſe a pas 
ſtime and pleaſure , being guided bythat vnconſtante caps 
taine, whiche maketh dolts and fooles wyſe men,emboide- 
neth the weake hearted and cowardes;, foztificth the fee- 
ble, and to be ſhozte, vntieth the purlles and bagges of co⸗ 
uetous Carles, and miſerable Miſers. Mowe whples 
our faire pilgrimes, without any vowed deuocion, were 
abꝛode at their plealures beyng wery with the wapye, they 
had trauepled all nigbte) the mozrowe after their depat⸗ 
fure,allthe Emperours houſe was in agreat hurly burlp 
and ſtirre, koʒ the abſence of Adelaſia. The wayting mays 
des cried 
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des cryed out, and raged without meaſure, with ſuch ſhzi⸗ 
chinges, that the Emperour moned with pitie , although 
bis griefe and anger was great, pet he cauſed euery place 
there aboutes to be ſearched , and ſought, but all chat la⸗ 
bour was in vaine. In theende,percetuing the abſence of 
A lerane, ſuſpected that it was he, that had ſtolen a wap his 
fay2e Doughter,whiche bzoughthim into ſuch paſſion and 
frenſie, as be was like to runne out of his wyttes & tranſ⸗ 
greſſe the boundes of Reaſon , Ah traytour ſaydthe good „ 
Mꝛince. Is this the guerdon-ofgood turnes, beſtowed vpo „ 
thee, and of the honour thou haſt teceined in my company? „ 
Do not thinke to eſcape ſcotfree thus without the rigo- , 
rous iuſtice of a father , deſerued by diſobedience, andofa „ 
inte, againſt whom his ſubtect hath committed villanp. „ 
If God gene me lyle, I wpll take ſuch oꝛder, as the poſte⸗ „ 
ritie hall take example by that iuſte vengeaunte whiche J ,, 
hope to take of thee (ar rant theefe, and deſpoyler of my ho- „ 
102 and conſolation.) And thou vnkynde doughter ſhalte „ 
ſmartely feele the wꝛong done to thy kynde, and welbelo⸗ ,, 


ued father, who thought to pꝛouide fo2 thee, moze honou⸗ „ 


rably than thy dillopaltie and incontinencie, ſo farre as J 


lee, doe merite and deſerue, ſythe that without my leaue, „ 


and reſpect ok thy vocation, thou haſt gottenthee abuſband „ 
worthy of thy kollp, with whom J hope to make thee under „ 
lland thy fault, my diſpleaſure which Jreceiue thzough 55 
thy hamefall acte, ſo rep2ochfull, ſpecially in her, which is 55. 
the doughter ofſuch a father as Jam,deſcended of ß moſte „ 
royall race within 5ᷣ circuit of Europe. Many other things 2,, 
the Emperour ſapd,ingreatrage and furie. And in thend 
commaunded, that one ſhould go into Saxone, to knowe if 


Alerane had connetedhis ſtolen doughter thither 2 but he 


could bꝛing no newes at all from thence. He aſlaied then ik 
ve could learne any tidinges of them by other meanes, cau⸗ 
ling by ſound of Trumpet to be tried in all the townes cons 
ing that ik any per lane could bzing bim wozde,oz do bim 
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to bndcrfande certaine and ſure newes of thoſe twoo fu⸗ 
gitiues, he would geue them that, wherewitch they ſhould 
be contented all the daies of their lie. But he wan ſo much 
by this thirde lerche, as he did by the firſte two. hiche 
thing the Maieſtie of God, ſemed to permit & luſfer as wel 
fo2 the happy ſucceſſe that chaunced after wardes, as foz þ 
puniſhing of the raſhe enterp2iſe oftwo Louers, whiche li⸗ 
ued not very long in pꝛoſperitie and toy,but that they felte 
the hande of God, who ſometime ſuffereth the faitbkull to 
kall, to make him acknowledge his im becillitie, tothe ende 
he map conkeſle, that all health, ſuſtenaunce, reſte, and com- 
fo2t,is to be attended and looked fo2 at the handes of God. 
When Alerane and his Lady were gone out of a citie with 
in the Emperours lande called Hiſpourge, being come in- 
to a tertaine wilde & deſert places, they tell into the lapſe 
of certaine theues, which ſtripped Alerane into his ſhirte, 
and had done as mutch tothe pooze Pyinceſle , if certame 
Marchaũtes, had not come betwene, which fozced þ theues 
ta flie. Alerane was ſuccoured with ſome clothes to couer 
bis bodie,and releued with alitle ſumme of money, which 
being (ſpent , thoſe twoo kinges childzen were conſtrained 
to begge, and aſke foꝛ Gods ſake reltefe to ſuſtaine their iu⸗ 
koztunate life. Mhiche diſtreſle was ſo difficulte foz Ale- 
rane to dilgeſt, as he was like (fanding vppon his fer te ta 
die fo2 ſozrowe and want, not ſo mutch fo2 the aducrſitie 
- whereunto he was bzought thzough bis owne fault, as fa; 
the pitie that he toke vpon his deare beloued Lady, whome 
be ſawe in ſo lamentable fate, and knew that ſhe migbt ate 
taine her auncient dignitie and honour againe , if ſhe liſted 
to peferre reward oꝛ pꝛiſe befoze his iife,fo2 which ſte ſpa 
red not the very laſt dzop of her bloud. Sheknowing the 
doloz and anguiſhe that her huſoande endured, comfoꝛted 
cc him very wiſely with toyfull countenaunce, ſaping. Howe 
cc naw deare huſband, thinke you that foztune is o2 ought to 
ce he ſtill fauourable to Pꝛinces and great Lozdes* Do pou 
not know 
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not knowe that great hulkes and ſhippes do ſoner perithe 27 
and dꝛowne in maine (eas and riuers amiddes the raging 2” 
waues and ſurges, than in narrowe floudes and b2ookes, 2? 


where the water is ſtill and calme ? Doe pou not ſee great - 


trees, whoſe toppes doe riſe aloft, aboue high billes g ſtepe 2» 
mountaines, ſoner ſhaken and toſled with bluſtering win- 9» 


die blaſtes,than thoſe that be planted, in fertile dales and 2» 
lowe valleis? Haue you foꝛgotten ſo many hiſtozies, by pou 22» 
peruſed and read with ſo great delight, when you were in 2» 
the Emperours court: Doe not they deſcribe the chaunge 23 
of Monarches, the ruine of houſes , the deftruction of one 7» 
Realme acquired,bythe eſtabliſhing g raigne ok an other: 22 
chat Pꝛince, Monarch, oz Captaine was euer ſohappp, 2» 
as hath not felt ſome griefeand miſfoztune + Alas ſweete 22 
heart, thinke that God doth chaſtiſe vs with his roddes of 22» 
tribulatio,to make vs to know him: but in the meane time, 2» 
he kepeth fo2 vs, a better foxtume that wee looke not foz. 2» 
Moꝛe ouer he neuer fozſaketh thT which with a good heart 2» 
do go vnto him, hauing their affiaunce in bis great good» 2» 
neſſe and infinite mercie. Alerane hearing the wiſe talke of 5 
his wike, could not fozbeare weeping,and ſighing aunſwes 2» 
red her in this maner. Ah Lady, in beautie & wiſedom in . 2» 
tomparable, it is not the pꝛeſent Fozcune that cauſeth my 2» 
mine to wander and ſtrape from the ſiege ok conſtancie, 22 
knowing well the qualities and number of Foꝛtunes ſaa» 2» 
res, and how ielous ſhe is of humaine iope and felicitie. J 
am not ignoꝛant that ſhe lapeth her ambuſdes , e doeth be- 25 
fct the endeuours, ſoner of perſonages that bee noble and 2 
of higbe parentage, than of thoſe whoſe heartes be baſe 5» 
and vnnoble,and their victoztes not able to attain any tote 2» 
ofhonour and fame.But(good God) ſaide he (embꝛacing > 
his deare beloued ſpouſe) it is fo2 you Padame, that I en» 2» 
dure tozmente, hauing made you to abandonthe pompe of 5» 
your eſtate, æ bereued from pou a king to be pour huſband, 53 


cauſing you thus to feele an hozrible and newe kinde of pu- 5 
U it. niſhement,, 
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niſhement hunger and famine (IJ meane ) in the middes of 

ce the deſertes and wilde places, aud therewithall haue iop⸗ 
cc ned you in companie wich an inkoꝛtunate felowſhippe,who 
cc in ſteade of comfo2t and ſolace, miniſtreth teares e ſighes. 
cc O God moſt high and puiſſant, howe pꝛokounde and darke 
c are thy iudgementes, and howe righteous is thy iuſtice. J 
ce acknowledge mine offence to be the cauſe of thyne anger, 
ce the oʒiginall of our treſpaſle, and that this paine chaunceth 
cc to vs fox our ſinnes, which haue ſo wickedly betraicd , the 
e beſt Pꝛince of the woꝛld, and foꝛſakt the companie of him, 
te at whoſe bountikull bandes, J haue recetned, better inter- 
cc tainement and greater honour, than J deſerued. Ah Em⸗ 
cc perour Otho, that thou art ſo well reuenged nowe, with 
cc cowardlp fraude and deceipt committed, againſt chee by 
cc Alerane of Saxone, taking away her from thec, which was 
ce the ſtaffe and future tape of thy reuerend age. And as he 
was perſeuering in this talke, Adelaſia (ſeing him in that 
contemplation)plucked him by the ar me ſaying. Sir it is 

cc time to conſider cur own affaſres, we haue trauailed J can 
not tell bow farre without reſt, me thinke (our fo2tune be⸗ 
ce ing no better) that we ought to remaine in ſome place attẽ⸗ 
ie ding fo2 the grace & mercy of God, who (J hope)wil not fo2 

by "* ſake vs. They were then in Liguria in the delarts, betwene 
Aſt #Sauonne,a countrie in that time well peopled, & furs 
niſhed with huge and darke fozeſtes, garniſhed with many 
trees,nreat and higbe. By the aduiſe then of Adelaſſa, the 
Saxon ꝛince fozced by neceſſitie(þ maiſtreſſe of all artes) 
retired info thoſe foꝛeſtes where he pꝛactiſed the occupatiũ 

of a Collier, and ſome laid, that nature taught him, the oz⸗ 
der howe to cutte his woode, to make readie his pittes, and 

to knowe the (eaſon and tyme when his coales were bur⸗ 
ned enough. Great paines he ſuſteined about his buſinelle, 
and went himſelf co ſell his coales, which he bare vpon bis 
ſhoulders, to the next market townes, tyll he had gapned 


ſo mutche as bought him an Alle, wherewith he dayly — 
uailed 
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uailed to vtter bis coales, and other deuiſes which neede 
had foʒced him to learne. In this time Adelaſia was deli⸗ 
uered of a goodly child, whom they named V Villiam, And 
after wards. by ſucceſſiũ of time, the bare ſixe ſonnes moꝛe. 
Foz they dwelt almoſt xviit. 02 xx.peares in that pooze and 
milerable lite, aud had dꝛeſſen vp a litle lodging within a 
caue, that was faire and bꝛode, wherein verye trimly and 
well they had beſtowed themſelues. Mhen the eldeſt of 
their ſonnes was grow? to the ſtature of a pꝛetie ſtripling, 
the father ſent him ſometime to Sauonne and ſometime to 
Aſt, to (ell their litle marchandiſe, foʒ reliefe of their houl⸗ 
hold. But the boy, whole bloud could not conceale and hide 
the nobilitie of bis birth, bauing one day ſold certaine bur⸗ 
dens and loades of woode and coale:bought with that mo⸗ 
ney a faire pong Pauke, which he caried vnto his father. 
The good man gently rebuked his ſonne, and ſaid, p ſuche 
game belonged nat to men ok their degree, and that they 
had much a do to liue, without employing their monep vp⸗ 
von ſuch trifies, Long time after, V Villiam being arri⸗ 
ned to page of xbi peares, went to Sauonne, to ſell certaine 
ware by yis fathers commaũdement, and with the money 
3c bounyt a very fayze (word, which when his father ſaw, 
with teares in his eyes, he went aſide and laid to himſelke. 
44 oufo:tunate ladde, thy hard lucke, ſhould do thee this ?? 
great wrong: truely neither the pouertie of thy parentes, ?? 
202 the place of thy bzinginge vp, can deface in thee:the ſe- ?? 
crete ſhining bzightnes,of thine Aunceſtoꝛs bertue,noz the ?? 
pꝛediction of thy courage and manhode in time to come, ik“ 
God glue the grace to aduauncethee,tothe ſeruice of ſome ?? 
noble Pzince. Not withſtãding fo2 that time he ceaſſed not 
ſharpely to rebuke and thzeaten his ſoune , in ſuch wyſe as 
the pong man hauing a bart greater than his fozce, deter⸗ 
mined ſecrecly to depart from his parentes. Now koztune 
chaunced lo wel and apt fo2 his purpole, as then and at the 
verpe lane time, the Hongarians were entred * — 
poile 
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ſpoile and robbe the countrie, againſt whom ß Emperour 
marched in greate expedicion, with an huge and goodly ar⸗ 
mie, of purpoſe to foxce them to leaue his lande in peace. 

VVilliam hauinge knowledge hereof,p2oceeded towarde 
the Emperours campe, where hee ſhewed in deede greate 
hope (being of ſo ſmal peares)of his future valiaunce, and 
pꝛoweſſe, by the deedes of armes that hee did, during that 
warre. Which ended and the ene mie put to flighte, the 
Emperour wente into Prouance, to put in oꝛder his affai⸗ 
res in his realme of Arles, which then was ſubiecte to the 
Empire. Afterwards he retired into Italy with delibera⸗ 
tion to ſe ioꝛne at Sauonne, fo2 a certaine time, which diſ- 
pleaſed MVilliaà nothing at all, becauſe he ſhould remaine 
barde by his parentes, who were very carefull foz bis well 
_ vtterly ignozaunt where he was become. And not⸗ 
withſtandinge, a hope (what I knowe not) made them ex⸗ 


pect of their ſonne, ſom good fo2tune in time to come, who 
was now grown great and of goodly perfection one of the 


moſt valiaunt ſouldiours, that were in the wages and ſer⸗ 
uice ot his Maieſtie. Which very bꝛauelp he declared in a 
combate,p he fought man to man with an Almaine ſouldi⸗ 
pur þ was hardy, big made, a feared ot all men, whom ne- 
uertheleſſe he ouercame in the pꝛeſence of þ Emperoz his 
graundkather. MNho, I know not by what natural inclinas 
tion, daily fixed his epe bpon ppong Champion, # began to 
beare him mo2e good will than anye otber in his Courte, 
which was an occaſion, an auncient Gentleman, ſeruing 
in the Hꝛinces Courte, ſtedfaſtly beholding the face, behas 
uiour & countenaũce of V Villiam, ſeemed to ſee a picture 
of the Emperout when he was of his age, which was mozs 
txactlye viewed by divers other, that were bzoughte vpin 
their pouth with Otho. Therof being aduertiſed, he cau⸗ 
fed the pong man to be called foꝛth, of whom he demaũded 
the names of his Parentes, and the place where hee was 
bozne, VVilliam þ was no leſſe curceous, humble and wel 

mane» 
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manered, than wiſe, valiant and hardie, kneeled befoze the 
Emperour with a ſtoute countenaunce, reſemblinge þ no⸗ 
bilitie of bis Aunceſtours: anſwered. Yoll ſacred and re , 
nowmed Emperour, I hauenothinge whereofto render 
thanckes to koꝛtune, but fo the honour, that your maieltie „ 
hath done bntome,to recetue mee into your noble ſcruice. ,, NE 
Foꝛ the koꝛtune and condition of my parentes, be ſobaſe,p „ 
J bluſhe foz ſhame to declare them vnto you. Powbeit be⸗ „ 
ing your humble leruaunte, and hauing recetued fauour of „ 
your Maieſtie, not commonly emploied, your commaundee .; * 
ment to tell you what J am, J will accompliſb as well foz „ 
my bounden dutie, where with Jam tied to your maieſtie, „ 
and to ſatiſſie that which it pleaſeth you to commaund me. „ 
Be it knowen therefoꝛe vnto your Paieſtie, that Jam the ,, 
ſonne of two pooze Almaines, who flying their owne coun⸗ 
trie, wdzewthemſelues into the deſarcs of Sauonne, wbere ,, * 
to beguile their hard koꝛtune) they make coales, & (el thẽ, „ 
to ſuſtaine and relieue their miſerable life: In which exer · „ 
ciſe I ſpent all my childhod, although it were to my great „ 
| — 02 my hart thought ( Sir) that a ſtate ſo vile, was ,, 

vn woꝛthy of my cozagious minde, which dailye aſpired to, 
greater thinges, and leauing my father and mother. J am , 
come to pour ſeruite, to learne chiualrp and vſe of armes, x. _ 
(mine obedience ſaued to pour maicſtfe)to finde away to il- ,. 
luſtr ate the baſe and obſcure education, wherein my par?» „ 
tes haue bzotight me vp. The Emperour leinge the cour- 
teous behauiour of the ponge man, by this wiſe aunſwere, 
remembzing the ſimilitude of bis face, which almoſte telt 
bled them both ſuſpected that he was the ſonne of Alerane 
and his doughter Adelaſia, whoe for feare to be knowen, 
made themſelues citiʒens ofchoſe deſertes, albeit Y VII- 
liam had told him other names, t not the pꝛoper appella⸗ 
tiõs of his father mother. Foʒ which cauſe his hart begã 
to thʒobbe, and felt a deſire to ſee his voughter,and to che⸗ 


{iſe her with like affection, ag thoughe he had neuer con⸗ 
ceiued 
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ceitted offence and diſpleaſure. Oe cauſed then to be calley 

vnto him a gentleman, the nere kinſmanne of Alerane, to 

whom he ſaid with merie countenaunce and toyful cheere. 
cc You do know as I thincke the wzong and diſpleaſure that 
ce Your colin Alerane hath done me, by the rape and robberie 
ce committed vppou theperſon of mpdoughter : you are not 
cc ignoꝛaunt alſo ot the repzoch wherwith he hath defiled all 
cc. your houle, committed a felonie lo abhominable in mp 
c Courte, and againſte mine owne perfon, which am his ſo⸗ 
ce ueraigne Lozde. Motwithſtanding, ſith it is the fo2ce, of 
ce Loue, that made me foꝛget him till this time, rather than 
ec deſire ot diſpleaſure, J am very deſirous to ſee him, and to 
cc accepte him fo2 my ſonne in lawe, and good kinlman, verpe 
ce willing to aduaunce him to that eſtate in my houſe, which 
ce his degree and blond do deſerue. A tell you not this with- 
ce out ſpeciall purpoſe. Foꝛ this pong ſculdiour, which this 
ec dape ſo baliantly and with (uch dexteritie vanquiched hys 
cc aduerſary, by the conſente of all men, which haue knowen 
cc me krom mp youth, doth repꝛeſente ſoweli my figure and 
cc lineamentes of face, which J bad when I was of his age, 
cc aSJ|amperſwaded,and do ſtedfaſtly belceue, that he ts my 
«« Neuew, the ſonne of pour coſin Alerancand my don&hter 
c Adelaſia. And therefoze J will haue pou to goe wit] this 
ec Yonge man, into the place where bee ſhall bꝛing pou, and to 
ce {ee them that be his parents, becauſe I purpole to do them 
ce good, if they be other, than thoſe whom J take them. But 
ce if they be thoſe two that J ſo greatly delire to ſee, doe mee 
cc ſo much pleaſure as I map ſatiſſte my hart with that con⸗ 
ce tetation, wearing vnto pou by the crowne of mp Empire, 
cc Þ J will do no wozſe to them, noꝛ otherwiſe vſe them, than 
te mine own pꝛoper perſon, The gẽtleman bearing þ loumg 
4e g gentle tearmes of þ Emperour, ſaide vntb him, Ah ſit I 
cc render humble thankes vnto your Maieſtie, foꝛ the pitie Þ 
cc Pol haue, vpon our diſhonoꝛed race g; ligneage of Saxone, 
ce dedecozaced and blemiſhed thzoughe Alcrancs ig; 

gain 
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gainſt you. J pꝛay to God to recompence it (we being vna- 2» 
ble) and to glue pou the iope that you deſire, and ta mee the : 
grace that I map do ſome agreeable ſeruice both in this 2» 
in all other things. Jam readie(Dir)notonely to go ſeeke 3» 
my coſin(if it be he that you thincke it is) to carte vnto him 2» 
thoſe beneliciall newes which pour Paieſtie hath pzomi- 3» 
ſed by woꝛd, but rather to rẽder him into pour hands, that 2» 
you map take reuengement vppon him koꝛz the iniurie that 32» 
he hath done to the whole Empire No no laid the Emye- 7» 
rour, the deſired time of reuenge is paſſe, and mp mallice a- 5» 
gainſt Alerane hath vomited his gall, Ik in time paſte J 3» 
haue thꝛiſted to purſue the ruine and ouerthꝛowe of choſe 2» 
two offenders, nowe J goe about to foꝛſee and ſeeke their 22 
aduauncement and quiet, conſidering the lounge penaunce 22 
they haue taken fo2 their fault, and the fruice that J ſee be 5 
foze mine eyes, which is ſuch that it maye by the lmell and 2» 
fragrant odour thereof, ſuppoꝛte the weakenelle and debi⸗ 2» 
litie of mp olde peares, and conſtraineth mee (by the vers ?» 
tue therof)to haue pittie vpon his parents, which (thzough * 
their owne ouerthꝛowe haue almoſt vtter ly conſumed me. 
Thoſe woꝛds ended the good Pꝛince gaue eutdent tellimos 22 
nie ok deſtre to ſee his one ly doughter, by the liuely colour 
that roſe in his kace, and by certaine teares running downe 
alũg his hoare t kroſtie beard. Then he cauſed Vvillia to 
come befoze him, and commaunded him to conduct the gẽ⸗ 
tleman, to that part ofthe fozeſt, where his father dwelled. ; 
Ahereunto the ponge man readily and with all his harte 
obeyed. Thus the Loꝛd Gunforde(fo2 ſo was Aleranes to- 
ſin called) accompanied with his litle coſin, x manye other 
gentlemen, went toward the place, wher the Colliar Pꝛin 
ces remained. And when they were neere the craggtie caue, 
the lodging of Alerane: p whole companie lighted of their 
bozſe, and eſpied him buſie about the lading ok his coales to 
ſende to Aſt, Fo? the arriuall of ù Emperour to Sauonne, 


ated Alerane from going thither himſelke, by reaſon his 
| con⸗ 
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conſcience ſill grudged fo? his fault comittcd againſt him. 
Alerane ſeing this goodly copanie,was abaſhed, as though 
boꝛnes had ſodenly ſtarted out of his head, & pct the ſighte 
of his ſonne richly furniſhed , and in the company of Gun- 
fort his coſin,did moze aſtonne him. Fo2 he ſuſpected inc6« 
tinentlye that hee was diſcouered,and that the Emperour 
had ſente foz him to be reuenged of the faulte ſo long time 
paſte committed. And as he had imagined diuers thinges 
vppon his har de koztune within his fancie. is ſonne came 
to emb2ace him vppon his knees, and to kifle his hands, W 
t an honeſt and humble reuerence, ſaping to Gunfort. Sir, 
cc this is heof whom J told p Emper our, and of him J toke 
ce my being: This is my father. All this while the good fa» 
ther embzaced his ſonne very hard, g weeping fo2 extreme 

cc lop, ſaid bnto him. Alas my ſonne,if tby coming be ſo hap» 
ce pie vuto mee as it is ioyfull, if thy newes be good g pꝛaſpe⸗ 
c tous, which thou bzingeſt;thou doi ſt reutue thy kather half 
cc deade,and from lamentable diſpaire, thou doeſt repicniſhe 
cc and fill him with ſuche hope, as one day ſhall be the ſtaie of 
ce his age, and the recouery of his greateſt loſſes. The ſonne 
not able toabide the diſcourſe ok his parents affaires, could 
not compꝛebend anything at that pitiful meting: but ſtode 
{fil ſo aſtonned, as though he had bin fallen fromp clouds, 
Now during this time, ythe father the ſonne thus wel⸗ 
tomed one an other: Gunfort toke heede to al the counte- 
naunce and geſtures of Alerane. There was no part of the 
Colliers bodie that be foꝛgat to vie m:and yet remembzing 
the boyce of his Colin, ſeing a woũd p he had in his face, 
was ſure that it was hee. And then with bis armes ſtret⸗ 
ched foꝛth be came to clepe Alerane about the necke, whom 

e be made ta lake redde with bis warme teares, ſaying. Ah: 

© Alerane, y pꝛeſent tozment now, but in time paſt, the plea⸗ 
launt reſt, of oure race. QA at Eclipſe hath ſo longe obſcu⸗ 
red the ſhining Sunne ok thy valiaunt pzowefſe:why haſte 
thau concealed ſo longe time, thy place of retire from BN 
Which, 
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which deſired lo much thine aduauncement? Þaſt thou the ,, 
hart to ſee the teares of thy coſin Gunfort running downe 33 
from bis eies vppon thy necke, and his armes embꝛacinge 45 
thee with ſuch lone and amitie, as he cãnot recetue the like, „ 
except he be ſomething moued by thee, in ſeing thy louing „ 
entertainment? Milt thou denie that, which J knowe, by a z5 
certaine inſtinet and naturall agreement, which fs,p thou „ 
art Alerane p ſonne ofthe duke of Saxone, # ſorenowmed 53 
thꝛonghout all Germany? Doeſt thou pzetende(thzoughe „ 
thine owne miſfoztune ſo rooted in thy harte by liuilige in 55 
theſe wilderneſle) to depꝛiue thy ſonne ok the honoꝛ, which „ 
the heauens and his good foztune baue pꝛepared fo2 him? „ 
Ah cruel and pitileſſe kather, to ſuffer thy pꝛogenie to be bu 43 
ried in the tombe ok oblition, with eternall repꝛoche. O „ 
vnkinde kin{man toward thy kindꝛed, of whõ thou makeſt ,, 
ſo ſmall accompte,that wilt not vouchſafe to ſpeake to thy z» 
toſin Gunfort, ᷣis com hicher fo2 thy cbfozt,+the aduaũce 5, 
ment of thy kamilie. Alerane ſoze aſhamed,as well foz the 
remembrance of his auncient fault, as to ſee himſelfe in ſo 
pode eſtate bekoꝛe ß Emperours gallants, anſweredCu- 
fort, fapingg. Py Lopd & coſin, I beſeech you to belecue, that „ 
want ok defire to make my complaint vnto port, & lacke of 5 
curteſte to entertaine pou, haue not made me to foꝛget my 55 
dutte towardes you, being as well mpneare kinſeman, as „ 
ſuch one to who J haue vone w2ong & very great iniurie, 55 
by offending the Emperour. But pou do knowe of what zz 
puiſſance the pꝛickes al conſcience bee, and w what wozme 5 
ſhe gnaweth the hart of them, which feele themſelues cul- 35 
pable ok crime. J am (as you ſaide) the pꝛeſent miſſehap of 5 
dur houſe, koꝛ the opinion that the Emperour hath concei⸗ 35 
ued of my kolly, e ſhal be the reſt (if you wil do me ſo much 35 
pleaſure to rid me out ofthis miſerall like) botb ot pou and 95 
of the minde of a father iuſtly diſp/eaſed againſt his dough» 55 
ter, and the quiet of a Bꝛince offended with his ſubiecte. „ 
Foz J ſweare vnto you by my fayth, chat J neuer — 95 
muc 
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tc much deſired life, as I nowe do couet death,foz that Jam 
ec aſſuted, that I being deade, my pooze companion and welz 
cc heloued wife, ſhall liue at her eaſe, enioyinge the pꝛeſence 
cc and good grate of her father,Chat meane you ſo to ſaye, 
cc anſwere d Gunfort. The Emperour is ſo well pleaſed and 
cc appeaſed,as he hath lwoꝛne vnto mee to reteiue pou as his 
cc ſonne in law, and mp Lady your wife as his deare beloued 
cc daughter, whom J pꝛay pou to cauſe to come befoꝛe vs, oꝛ 
cc to ſigutlie vnto vs where ſbee is, tbat J may doe reuerence 
vnto er as to my Bꝛinceſſe  ſoueraigne Ladte, V Villi- 
am was all amaſed, and almed beſides himſelfe, hearinge 
this diſcourſe, tbought hee was either in a dꝛeame 02 els 
inchaunted, till that Alerane called his wife by ber proper 
name, who was ſo appalled to heare the woꝛd ok Adelaſia, 
that her hart was ſodainly attached with terroꝛ and feare, 
when the law ſo great a company about her hulband. And 
then her ſonne came to doe his dutie, not as to his mother 
onelp, but as to the doughter of an Emperour , and þ wile 
ofa Pꝛince of Saxon. She againe embzaced & kiſſed him, 
althoughe ſhee was ſurpꝛiſed with feare and ſhame, and ſo 
moued with that ſodaine ſighte, as ſhee had much a doe to 
keepe herſelfe from kainting and falling downe betweene 
the armes of her ſonne,and thought that ſhe hadſoaſſed the 
place where Gunfort was, who going towarde her, after 
bis reuerence #duetie done, made her vnderſtand p charge 
hee had, and the good will of the Emperour, which deter⸗ 
mined to receive her againe with ſo good oꝛder and enter⸗ 
tainemtt as might be deuiled. Which earneſt wozds made 
them to reſolue vppon the pꝛoufe of foztune, and to credite 
the promiſes that Gunfort made them in the Emperours 
behalfe. Thus thep koꝛſoke the Cane,their Coales & fo 
naces, to reenter their foꝛmer delightes ⁊ pleaſures. That 
nighte they lodged at a village not farre from the fozeſte, 
where they tarried certaine dapes, to make apparell fo} 
theſe ſtraunge Bꝛinces, and ſo wel as they could to adoꝛzne 
and 
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and furniſhe Adelaſia, (who being of the age almoſt of 34. 
02 25.yeares, pet manifeſted ſome part ofthe perfectionof 
that deuine beautie,and modeſt grauitie, which once made 
het matueilous and ſinguler aboue all them that liued in 
ber dapes.) In the time that this iolye company had furni⸗ 
ſhed and pꝛepared themſelues in readineſſe, Gunfort ſente 
a gentleman of that troupe, toward the Emperour, to ad⸗ 
uertiſe him ok the lucceſle of their iourney. UAberol hewas 
exceeding topful,and attended fo? the comming of his chil⸗ 
den, with purpoſe to entertaine them in louing and hona⸗ 
rable wiſe. Mhen all thinges were in readineſſe and the 
traine of Adelaſia in good oꝛder, accoꝛding to þ woꝛthines 
of the houſe whereofſhe came, they rode toward Sauonne, 
which iournep ſeemed to them but a ſpoꝛt, fo2 the pleaſure 
mixte with compaſſion that eche man conceiued, in the diſ⸗ 
courſe that Alerane made vpon his miſfoꝛtunes and chaũ⸗ 
tes, as well in bis tournets, as of his abode & continuaũce 
in the delarts. Which VVilliam calling to remꝭbzaunce, 
pꝛailed God, and pelded him thanckes foz that it had plea- 
{ed him to inſpire into his minde, the koꝛſaking of his pa · 
rentes, conſidering þthe ſame ouelp fault, was the cauſe of 
their reſtitution, and of his aduauncement & gloꝛie, being 
the lonne of ſuch a father, and the neue w of ſo great a Po⸗ 
narche. The fame of whoſe name made all men quake and 
tremble, and who then bad commaunded all the troupe of 
the gentlemen of bis court, to go #ſeeke 5 koꝛloꝛne louers, 
lo long time loſt and vnknowẽ. To be ſhoꝛt, their entrie ins 
to Sauonne, was ſo ropal q; triumpbant, as if the Emperoꝛ 
vimſelf would haue receiued the honour of ſuch eſtate, and 
pompe. 7Uhich he commaunded, to be done as well foz the 
iop pᷣ he had recouered the thing, which he accompted loſt, 
as to declare and acknowledge to euerp wight,that vertue 
cannot make herſelfe better knowen:than at ptime, when 
theactions and deeves of great perſonages be ſemblable 


in raritie and excellencie, to (heir nobilitie. Fo? a pꝛince is 
of grea«- 


Alerane and Adelaſia, 


of greater dignitie aud admiration, than he commonly ſhes 
weth himlelfe,which can neuer enter into the heade of the 
popular ſozt,who waie the affectiũs cf other, with the ba⸗ 
lance of their owne rude #beaſtly fanſies. As the Greeke 
Poet Euripides in his tragedie of Medea, doth ſap, 


Il luck and chaunce thou muſt of force endure, 


Fortunes fickle ſtay needs thou muſt ſuſtame 
To grudge therat it booteth not at all, 

Before it come the witty wiſe be ſure: 

By wiſedomes lore, and counſell not in Yaine, 
To ſhun and eke auoyde. T be whirlmg ball, 

Of fortunes threates the ſage may well rebound 
By good foreſight, before it light on ground. 


The Emperour then hauing foꝛgotten, oz wiſely diſſem⸗ 
bling that which he could not amende, met his doughter a 
ſonne in lawe, at the Palace gate, with ſo pleaſaunt cheere 
and topfull countenance, as the like long time befoze he did 
not vſe. Where Alerane and Adelaſia being light of from 
their hozſe, came to kiſſe his handes (and both vppon their 
knees) began to frame an Ozation, koꝛ excuſe of their fault, 
and to pꝛay par don of bis Maieſtie. The good Pꝛince ras 
uiſhed with ioy, and ſatiſſted with repentaũce, ſtopped their 

cc mouthes with ſweete kilſes and hard embꝛacings. O hap⸗ 
cc pie ill time (ſaid he) and ſozowful toy, which now bꝛingeth 
ce to me a pleaſure moꝛe great, than euer was mp heaup dil 
cc pleaſure. From whence commeth this mp pleaſaunt ijoye? 
ce O wel deuiled flight, by the which J gaine that(by pꝛeſer⸗ 
«« Ufnge my loſſe once made and committed) which J neuer 
cc had: if Imap ſo ſay,confidering the oznamec of my houſe, 
855 and 
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and quſetneſſe of my life. And ſaying ſo, hee kiſſed and em⸗ „ 
bꝛaced his litle Neue wes, æ was loth that Adelaſia ſhould ,, 
make reherſall of other talke but ol mirthe and pleaſure, ,, 
Foz (ſaid he)it ſufficeth me that J haue ouerpaſſed # ſpent „ 
the greateſt part of my life in heauineſſe,vecerly vnwilling „ 
now to renewe olde ſozes and wounds. Thus the mariage „ 
begon, vuknowen ano againſte the Emperours will, was 
conſummate and celebzated with great pompe and magni⸗ 
ficence, by bis owne cõmaundement, in Citie of Sauonne, 
where he made ſir V Villiam knight, with bis owne hand. 
Many goodly factes at the Tourney and Tilte were done 
and atchieued, whereat VVillia almoſt every day bare a« 
way the pꝛile & victozte, to the great pleaſure of his father 
and contentacion of his graundfather, who then made him 
Marques of Monferrat . To the ſeconde ſonne of Alerane, 

he gaue the Parquilat of Sauonne, W all the appurtenans 
tes and iuriloictions adiopning, of whom be deſcended the 
Marqueſes of Caretto. The third he made Marques of 
Saluce, the race of whom is to this dape of good fame and 
nobllitie. Ok the fourth ſonne ſpꝛange out þ v2iginal of the 
houſe of Cera. The fifte was Marques of Inciſe, whoſe 
name and pꝛogeny liueth to this daye. The ſixt ſonne did 
gouerne Pouzon. The ſeuentb was eſtabliſhed Sentoz of 
Boſco, vnder the name and title of Parques. And Alerane 
was made and conſtituted, ouerſeer of the goods and do⸗ 
minions ok his childzen, and the Emperours Lieutenaune 
pk his poſſeſſions which he had in Liguria. Thus ö Empe⸗ 
roure by moderatinge bis paſſion, vanquiſhed himſelfe, 
and gaue example to the poſteritie, to purſue the offcnce 
befoze it doe take roote: but when the thinge cannot 
be cozrected, to vſe modeſtie and mercie which maketh 
kinges to liue in peace, and their Empire in aſſuraunce, 
Hauinge taken o2der with all his affayzes in Italpe, hee 
tooke leaue of his doughter and childzen, and retired into 
Almaine. And Alerane liued honourably amonges bis 
= vegas 
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people was beloued of his father in Lawe, and in good re⸗ 
putacion and fame, arriued to old peares, ſtill remembzing 
that aduerſitie oughte not to bʒing vs to diſpaire, noꝛ pꝛol- 
peritie, to inſolencie o2 ill bebauiour,. and contempt of thin⸗ 
ges that ſeeme ſmall and bale, ſithe there is nothing vn der 
the heauens that is ſtable and (ure. Foz he that of late was 
great and made all men to ſtoupe befoꝛe him, is become al- 
together ſuch a one as though be bad neuer beene, and the 
pooꝛe humble man aduaunced to that eſtate, from whence 
the ſirſte did fall and was depoſed, makinge lawes ſometi⸗ 
mes koꝛ him, vnder wbom he liued a ſubiect. And behold ok 
what foꝛce, the pꝛouidence of God is, and what poiſe his 
balance dotb containe, and how blame wozthy they be thac 
rekerre the effectes of chat deuine counſel tothe inconſtant 
and mutable reuolucion of Foztune that is blinde and vn⸗ 
certaine. 


¶ The Ducheſſeof Sauoie, being the kinge of Englands 
ſiſter, was in the Duke her huſbandes abſence, vniuſtlye 
accuſed of adulterie: by a noble man his Lieutenaunte. 
And ſhoulde haue beene put to death, if by the proweſſe 
and valiaunt combate of Don Iohn di M edozza, (a gen- 
tleman of Spaine) ſhe had not beene deliuered. V Vith a 
diſcourſe das accidentes,touchingethe ſame,to 
the ſinguler praiſe and commendation, of chaſte and ho- 


neſt Ladies. 


The. xiy. Nouell. 


Due commolyis counted the greatett paſlis, 
ca mongs all the moſt greuous, that oꝛdinarily 


Ido affault þ ſpꝛites of men, which after it hatb 
l once taken hold of anye gentle ſubiecte, follo⸗ 


wech the nature of þ coꝛrupt bumour, in thoſe 
that haue a keauer, which taking his beginning at þ barte, 


dilper: 
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diſperſeth it ſelle incurablye,thzough all the other ſenſible 
partes of the bodie: whereol this pzefent hiltozte giueth bs 
amplie to vnder ſtaud, being no leſle maruelous, than true. 
Thole that baue read the aunciente hiſtozies and Chꝛoni⸗ 
cles of Spaine, baue ſene in diuers places the occaſion of þ 
cruell ennimilie, which raigned bythe ſpace of kl. peares, 
betweene the houſeg of Mendozza and Tolledo, families 
not onely righte noble and aunciente, but alſo moſt aboun⸗ 
dante in riches, ſubiectes and ſeignozies of all che whole 
Realme . It happened one day their armies being redie 
to ioyne in battaile,þ Loꝛd Iohn of Mendozzachiefofhis 
ar mie, a man much cõmended by al hiſtoztes, had a widow 
to his ſiſter, a verp deuoute Lady, who after ſhe vnderſtode 
the heauie newes ofthat battaile, falling downe vppon her 
knees, pꝛaied God inceſſauntly, that it would pleaſe him to 
reconcile the two families together and to make an ende 
of ſo manpe milchiefes. And as ſhe vnderſtode p they were 
in the chiefeſt of the conflicte, and that there were a greate 
nomber ſlaine on both partes, ſhe made a vow to God, that 
her bzother retoꝛned victozious from that enterpziſe,ſhe 
would make a voyage to Rome on foote. The ouerth2zowe 
fellafrer much bloudſhead) vpon them of Tolledo. Men- 
dozza bzougbt away the victozie, with the leſſe loſſe of his 
people. MAberof Iſabell aduer tiſed, declared vnto her bꝛo · 

ther; the vow v ſbe had made. Thich ſeemed very ſtraung 
2nto him, ſpeciallpy how ſhe dur ſt enter pꝛiſe ſo longe a vop⸗ 
age on foote, and thougbte to turne her purpoſe, howbeit, 
he was lo impoꝛtunate vppon him, as in the ende hee gaue 
her leaue, wich charge that ſhe ſhould go wel accompanied 
and bp ſmall journets, foz reſpect of her health. The. La» 
die Iſabell being departed from Spaine, hauing trauerſed 
the mountaines Pirenees, paſſed by Fraunce, went oucr þ 
Alpes, and came to Thurin, where the Duke of Sauoye: 
had then fo2 wyfe,a ſiſter of the kinge of Englande,whoe. 


was bzuted ta be the faireſt creature ofthe Teſte partes 
T itt, ok the. 
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ofthe woꝛld Foꝛ this cauſe,the Lady Iſabel deſired great- 
Ip, tu palling by, to ſee her, to know whether truth did aun⸗ 
ſwere the great renowne of her beautie. (herein ſhe had 
Foꝛtune ſo fauourable, ebat entring into Thurin, ſhe koũd 
the Oncheſle vpon ber Coche, goinge abꝛoade to take the 
ayꝛe oł the fields. Which the Lady Iſabell vaderſtandinge, 
ſtayed to behold her, being by foztune at that pꝛeſent at the 
dooꝛe of her Coche. And then with great admiration, con. 
ſidering the wonderfull beantie of that Bꝛinceſſe, iudging 
her þ chiefeſt of beautie of al choſe that ſhe had euer ſeene, 
the ſpake ſomewhat loude in the Spanish tongue, to thoſe 
of her companie, in this maner. Tf God woulde haue per⸗ 
cc mitted, that my bꝛother & this Bꝛinceſſe might haue mar⸗ 
ce ried together, euery man might well haue ſaid, that there 
ce had bin mette the moſte excellente couple, oz perfection of 
ce heautie, that were to be found in all Europa And her woz- 
cc des in deede were true. Fo2 the Loꝛd Mendoza was eu? 
cc gone of the faireſt knightes, that in his time was to be foũd 
ce in all Spaine. The Ducheſſe whoe vnderſtoode tbe Spa⸗ 
niſhe tongue verp well, paſſing koꝛtb, behelde all that com⸗ 
panie And fapninge as thoughe ſhee had not vnder ſtande 
thoſe wooꝛdes, thougbte that ſhee lurely was ſome greate 
Lady.TUherefoze when ſhee was a litle paſte her, ſhe ſaide 
cc to one ot her Pages. Marke whether that Ladye and her 
ce companpe go to their lodging, and ſap vnco her, that J de⸗ 
cc ſite her, (at my returne) to come and ſee mee at my caſtell, 
ce whtch the Page did. So the Ducheſſe walking a long the 
riuer of Poo, muſed vppon the woꝛds ſpoken by the Spa⸗ 
niſhe Ladye, wbich made her not longe to tarie there, but 
toke the waye backe againe to her Caſtel, where being ar⸗ 
riued, ſhe founde the Lady Iſabell, who at the Ducheſle res 
queſt, attẽded her with her company. And after dutiful re- 
uerence, the Ducheſſe with like gratulacton, receiued her 
very curteouſlie, taking her a part,anddemaundingher,of 


what pꝛouince of Spaine ſhee was, of what houle, — 
what 
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what Foꝛtune had bꝛought her into that place. And then 
the Lady Ilabell made her to vnderſtand, from the begin» 
ninge, the occaſion of ber longe bopage, and of what houſe 
ſhe was, The Ducheſſe vnderLanding her nobtlitie;crcu- 
ſedher ſelfe,fo2 þ ſhee had not done her thathonour which 
ſhee deſerned,imputinge the faulte vpon cheignozaunce of - 
her eſtate, And after diuers other curteous;communicatis - 
ons, the Duchelke pꝛeſſed her to know whereunto the weꝛ⸗ 
des tended that ſhe had ſpoken of her, and of the beautie of 
her bꝛother. The Spaniche Laop ſomewhat abaſhed ſaide 
vnto her. Madame, if J had knowen ſo much of your ſkill »» 
in our tongue, as now J do, J would haue beene better-ad- 2» 


niſed, befoze I had foe exalted the beautye of my bzocher, »» 


whoſe pꝛaiſe had beene moze commendable in the mouth of 52 
another. Yet thus much I dare affirme, (without affecti- 5» 
on be it ſpoken,)as thcpthatknow him can repoꝛt, that hee 5» 
is one of the comlieſt gentlemen that Spaine hath bꝛedde 5 
thefe twenty peares. But ol chat which J haue ſaide tou⸗ » 
thing pour beautie, ik I baue offended, muche a doe ſhall J 5 
haue to get the lame pardoned, becauſe J cannot repente 5» 
mee, no ſay other wiſe, except I ould ſpeake contrary tu 5» 
truth. And that durſte Jenterpꝛziſe to be verified by your >» 
elfe, ik it were poſſible that Nature fo} one quarter of one 5» 
houre onelpe, bad tranſpozted into ſome other, that which 52 
with right great wonder the ſheweth to be in you. Mher⸗ 
unto the Duchelle to the ende Hee woulde ſeeme to excuſe 
her pꝛapſe aunſwered with a litle bachfulnes, which beau⸗ 
titied much her liuely colour laying: Madame il you conti- >» 
nue in thele termes,you will couſtraſne me to thincke, that 55 
by chaunging ok place, vou haue alſochaũged your iudge⸗ 5» 
mente. Foz Jam one ot᷑ the leaſe to be commended foz 5» 
beautie ok alt this lande, ozels, J will beleeue, that pou, 5» 
haue the beautie and valour of my Loꝛde pour bꝛother ſoe 5» 
pzinted in pour minde, as all that, whiche pꝛeſenteth ⸗ 
it ſelfe vnto pou, hauinge anye apparaunce of beautie,you „ 
FX. liit, meaſus 
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'tneaſure by the perkection of his. And at that inſtante the 
Ladit Iſabell, whoe thoughte that the Ducheſſe had taken 
in euill parte, the compariſon that ſhe had made betweene 
her bzother and her, lomwhat in choler and heate, ſaid vn⸗ 

ce to her. Madame, you ſhall par don mee fo2 that J haue ſo 
ce much koꝛgottẽ my ſelke, to pꝛeſume to compare pour beau⸗ 
ce tie to his. TUbereof if he be to be commended, pet J mape 
cc well be blamed, being his ſiſter, co publiſhe the lame in an 
cc vnknowen place. Notwithſtanding Jam wel aſſured, that 
c when por ſhall ſpeake, euen with his enemies, that pet be⸗ 
ce ſides his beautie, they will well aſſure him to be one of the 
ce gentleſt and beſt condictoned gentleman that liueth , Tye 
Ducheſſe ſeinge her in theſe alterations, and ſo affected to 
the pꝛaiſe of her bꝛother, toke great pleaſure in her ſpeach. 
and willingly woulde haue had her to paſſe further, bad it 
not bin fo feare to offende her, and to put ber in acholer. 
And to chintent to turnè her krom that matter, ſhe comatt- 
ded the table to be couered fo2 ſupper, where ſhe cauſed her 
to be ſerued honourably,of all che molt delicate and exqui⸗ 
ſite meates that were poſſible to be gotten. Supper done, 
and the tables vncouered, after they had a little talked to⸗ 
gether, and that it was time to withdꝛawe themſelues, the 
Ducheſſe-5 moꝛe to honoꝛ her, would that ſhe ſhould lodge 

in her chamber with her, where p Pilgrime (wearied with 
the way) toke very good reſt, But the Ducheſſe pꝛicked w 
the range talke of the Lady Ifabell;hauinga bämer wo} 
king in her hend, could not ſleepe, And had ſo wel p beauty 
of the vnknowen knight graued in the bottom of her hart, 
as thinking to cloſe her eyes, ſhe thought v he flew continu⸗ 
allye befoꝛe her like à certaine fanſie oꝛ ſhadowe. In ſoꝛte, 
that to know further what be was, ſhe would gladly haue 
made greater inquirte . Then ſodainlye after a little 
ſhame and feare intermingled with a certaine woman⸗ 
boode longe obſerued by her, and therewithall chefidelitie 


which ſhee bare tothe Duke her hulbande, in 
it lelle 
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it lelfe befoze;her , ſhee buried altogether her firſt counſel} 
which died and tooke ende, euen ſo ſone almoſte as it was 
bozne . And fo toſſed with an infinite number ok diuers 
thougbtes, paſſed the night, vntill the dae beginning to 
lighten the wozld with his burning lampe, cõſtrained her 
to ryſe. And then the Lady Iſabel, ready to departe, went 
to take leaue ofthe Ducheſſe, who willingly would haue 
wiſhed that ſhe had neuer ſene her, foz the newe flame that 
ſhe felt at her harte. Neuerthelelle, diſſembling her cuill, 
not able to holde her any longer, made her to pꝛomiſe by 
othe, at her retourne krom her vopage, to repaſle by T hu- 
rin, and after ſhe had made her a very liberall offer of her 
goodes, taking her leaue, ſhe left her to the tuicion of God. 
Certaine dapes after the departing of the @paniſh Lady, 
the Duchelle thinking co quenche this new ſier, the ſame 
began further to flame, and the moze that hope failed her, 
the moꝛe did deſire encreaſe in her. And after an infinite 
number of ſundzie cogitacions, Loue got the victozie. And 
he reſolued with her ſelfe in the ende, whatſoener might 
come thereof,tocommuntſcate her cauſe to one of her belo⸗ 
uod damſels called Emilia, and to haue her aduiſe, in whom 
he wonted to repoſe her truſt in all her ſecrcte aſtaires, 
cauling her tobe called foz ſecretly, ſhe ſaid vnto her. Emi- 5 
la, J beleue that if thou haſt taken any good heede to my 55 
auncient maner of the behauiour, ener fince I! departed 5» 
from England, thou haſte knowen me to be the very rams 5 
per and refuge of all affiicted perſons, But now my deſte⸗ 5 
nies be turned contrarie . Foz J baue nowe moze neede of „ 
tounſel than any other lining creature And hauing no per- 55 
ſon about me woꝛthp to be pꝛiuie ofmp miſfoxtune, but thou »5 
my firſt and laſt refuge is to thee alone. Of whom J hope 55 
to receiue conſolation in a matter whiche toucheth me no 55 
leſſe than my like and honour , And then the Duchelle de: »2 
clared vnto her pꝛiuily, how ſince the departing of the La⸗ 
dy Iſfabell ſhe had had no reſte in her minde, and howe ſhe 
was eu⸗ 
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was enamoured of a knight whome ſhe neuer ſawe,whoſe 
beautie and good grace bad touched her ſo nere, as being 
altogether vnable any lõger to teſiſte her miſhap,ſhe knew 
not to whom to haue recourſe, but to pfidelicie of her coun⸗ 
fell , Adding thereunto foz concluſion, that ſhe loued him 
not diſhoneſtly, oz foz hope ſhe had to ſatiſſie any laſciuious 
appetite, but onely to haue a ſight ofhim.TUhiche(as ſhes 
thought) would bꝛing vnto her ſuch contentation, as ther 
by her griefſhould take ende. Emilia who euer loued her 
maiſtreſſe as ſhe did her owne heart, had great compaſſion 
vpon her, when ſhe vnderſtode the light foundation of her 
ſtraunge loue. Meuertheleſſe deſtring to pleaſe ber euen to 

cc the laſt point of her life, ſhe ſaid vnto her. Madame if it wil 
cc pleaſe pon to recreate pour ſelfe from theſe pour ſozrowes, 
cc and to reſpite me onely twoo dapes, Jhope to pꝛouide by 
ec ſome good meanes that pou ſhal ſhoztly ſee bim, who vndes 
ſeruedly doth wozke pou all this-eutll. The Ducbeſſe nou» 
riſhed with this hope, delired her effectually to thinke vp⸗ 
pon it: Promiſing vnto her, that if ber wooꝛdes came to 
good effect, ſhe would make her ſuch xecompence as ſhe her 
ſelf ſhould confeſſe ſhe had not done pleaſure to an ingrate 

de 02 vnthankefull woman. Emilia which had the bzute tobe 
<c one of the moſte ſubtile and ſharpe witted dames of all 
de Thurin, ſlept not during the time of her pzeſcription, But 
« after ſhe had ſearched an inſinite nũber of meanes tocome 
cc to that which ſhe deſired , there was one that ſemed moſte 
« expedient fo2 that purpoſe and of leaſt perill aboue other, 
ge And her time of delape expired, ſhee went to Padame the 
i Ducbeſſe, and ſapd. Padame, God knoweth howe many 
« troubles my minde hath ſuſtayned and how much J have 
ec ſtriued wich mine own conſcience to ſatilſie pour tommaũ⸗ 
ie dement, neuertheleſſe, after I had debated thinges ſo ſub⸗ 
« ſtantiallp as was poſſible, Icoulde deniſe nothing moze 
de woꝛthy your content, than that whiche J wyll nowe de⸗ 
clare vnto pou, it it wyll pleaſe you tohcare mee. — 
fa be 
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to be ſhoꝛt is, that fo2 the execution of this our enterpꝛyſe, 
it behoueth you to fapne your ſelfe to be ſicke, and to ſuffer ?? 
pour ſelle to be trayned into luche maladies, as there hall “ 
rather appeare in pou, token of death, than hope of lyte. * _ 
And being bꝛought into ſuch extremitie, you ſhall make a 
vowe (your health retouered) to go within a certayne time 
to Saint James on pilgrimage, which thing you may ea- ud 
ſely obtapne of the Duke pour huſbande And then may 
you make pour vopage liberally with the Ladye Iſabell, 
who will paſſe this wape vpon her retourne , without dil 
coucring pour affection vnto her, and wyll not fayle by te * 
knowledging the curteſie that you haue vſed towardes her 
in theſe partes, to conduct vou by ber bꝛothers houſe, wher 
you map ſee him at pour eaſe, that maketh you to ſuffer *? 
this great toꝛment And J will aduertiß you furthermoze ** 
of one thing, which till this time J haue kept cloſe, whiche *? 
is. That foꝛ as mutch as we two togethers cannot without ** 
great difficultie accompliſhe our buſineſſe, it hath ſcemed ** 
good vnto me to know of you, it you would that a tbird per 
ſone ſhalbe called hereunto, who is ſo much at my cõmaun⸗ 
dement as J dare comit mp truſt vnto him. It is Paiſter ?? 
Fraunces Appian the Millanor, your Pbiſitiã, who to ſay 
the very truth vnto you) bath bene ſoaffectioned to me, this 
yeare 02 two, as he hath not ceaſſed by al meanes poſſible, ?? 
to wynne me(but to honeſt loue)fo2 he pꝛetendeth to mars | 
ry me. And becauſe that hetherto J haue made ſmall ac * 
compte ok him, and haue not vſediany fauour towards hag 
802 hitherto any good entertainement: 1 aſſure my ſelf le 
ing the great amitie that he bearech me, that if I did but = 
{auozably behold him fine oꝛ ſixe times with plealaunt loe- , 
bes, adding therunto a few killes, he would hazard a thou- || 
ſand lines fo2 my ſake if he bad them, to content me. And ”» 
fo as much as J know him to be a diligent man, learned, * 
and ok great reputation, one that may ſtande vs to great _ 


Lead in this buſines:J thought good not to coceale a 52 
rom 


2 a4 


4 „ 5 * 
* . N. 
. * 0 
Xe. 
> „ [3 - 


3 
4 k 
N 3 
4 
= 
2 
74 
> n 4 
2 New \r! 
£ Y P 
a 
9 
* 2 
2 
: © 
: 2 
1 
7 
&Y, 
x 
WF p 
N * 
# 740 * 
3 
7 is 
7 = 
l 
ien 
* 
+$ 5 
+4 
SY 
* © 
. 
EY 
1. 
15 
Obs © 
7 
1 
. $; 
3 $13 
7 1 
3x 
. T 2 
F : 
i Fo 
4 + 
22 1 
- PY 
_ ' > 
1 
+ 5g 
| 4 
8X3: 
C ES. 
3 K 
3 
1 
« 1 3 
SS . if 
1% 
> {SIZE 
1 
8 
- 
Da + 7 
& | $15 
1 # 
n 4 
a, U k . 
= 3 
- # 
2 4 
- 
* * 
5 ”E 
Y 
44 
YY 
* a) 
NP? 4 
: : 
* 
> A 
7 - 41. 
F< 
2 
13 
» 
. * 
1 10 
3 
5 
EF 
14 
ts 
A 
= 4 
935 
LO 
* 
1 
4 
2 
2 
* 
r 
* 


The Ducheſſe of Sauoie. 


ce from pour knowledge my aduiſe herein. The Ducheſſe bn · 
ce perſtanding all this pꝛetie diſcourſe,ſo apt foꝛ her affectiõs 
ce (rauiſhed with great iope)embꝛated hard Emilia, and ſaide 
c ynto her. Emilia my deare friend, if thou diddeſt knowe in 
ce what wiſe J doe eſteme thee, and what Jmeane in time to 
ce come,to beſtowe vpon thee, Jam well aſſured, albeit thou 
ce haſt hitherto lufficiẽtly ſhewed thy good will, yet thou wilt 
cc hereafter doe me greater pleaſure pꝛomiſing thee, by the 
<< faithe of a Pꝛince, that if our enterpziſe doe well ſucceede, 
cc will notvle thee as a ſeruaunt, but as mp kinſwoman x 
ce the beſt beloned friend J haue. Fo2 J hold my ſelfe ſo ſatiſ 
ce fied with p thou halt layd vntome, as if Foztune be on our 
ce ſide, I ſceno maner of impediment that map let our enter- 
© pile, Goe thy way then, and entertaine thy Phiſitian, as 
© thou thinkeſt belt , Fo it is very expedient that be be a par» 
cc tie, and fo2 the reſt, let me alone. Foz neuer was there any 
Lazar that better coulde diſſemble his impotencye , than 
c J knowe how to counterfait to be ſicke. The Ducheile be» 
ing departed from Emilia, began to plaine ber ſelfe bitter⸗ 
ly, kaining ſometime to fele a certain paine in her ſtomack, 
ſometime to haue a diſeaſe in her head, in ſuch ſoꝛt, as after 
diuers womanly plaintes (pꝛopꝛe to thoſe that feele them⸗ 
ſelues ſicke) ſhe was in the end conſtrayned to lape her ſelf 
downe, and knew ſo well howe to diſſemble her ſickeneſſe, 
as (after ſhe had certaine dayes kept her bedde) there was 
mutch doubt of her health. And daring this time Emilia 
had layed ſo many amoꝛous baptes to feede her Phiſitian, 
that he which knewe very well che moſte happy remedies 
fo2 the body, could not now finde out any that was able to 
heale the maladie ol his owne minde. Emilia hauing noſe⸗ 
led Maiſter Appian with amozous toves, began tomake 
bim vnderſtande the oziginall of the Ducheſſe ſickeneſſe, 
the effectes of her paſſio,the oꝛder that ſhe had vſed during 
the kurions courſe of the ſame . Adding thereunto foꝛ con⸗ 
cluſton,that it he would keepe the matter ſecrete, and — 
; em 
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them with bis counſell, ſhe would by and by pꝛomiſe hym 
mariage by woo2des , fo2 the pꝛeſent tyme, and that from 
thencekoꝛth ſhe would neuer denie him any tauour oꝛ pꝛi⸗ 
uitie. That one ip reſerued which no man can honeſtly des 
maunde, till che mariage be ſolempnized in the face ofthe 
Church. In witneſſe wherof ſhe kiſſed him w great affec⸗ 
tion. The Phiſitian moze eaſed there withall, than if he 
had ſene his Hippocrates oz Galen, rapſed againe from 
deãtb. pꝛomiſed rather tolofe bis life,than ſhe ſhould want 
bis helpe. And foꝛ the better beginning ok this enterpꝛiſe, 
they wente pꝛeſentlye to vilite the Ducheſſe. In whom 
they found her palſe ſo to beate, the tongue ſo charged, the 
ſtomacke ſo weakened by continuall ſuffocation of the ma⸗ 
trice, that the pacient was in verpe great perill of death. 
Whereuntoeuerp man did eaſely geue credite fo2 the re⸗ 
putation and great experiẽce of the Phiſitian, And maiſter 
Appian hauing comaunded all the chambze to be vopded, 
made the Ouchelle to vnderſtande in fewe woꝛdes, how it 
behoued her to gouerne her ſelke. And the better to cloke 
her cauſe, he bzought her at that inſtant a litle perkume, by 
receiuing the ſauour wherok, ſhe ſhould often times fal in⸗ 
to certaine litle ſoundinges, and by bling the perfume, it 
| would diminiſhe her colour fo2 a time, and make her looke 
| as though ſhe had kepte her bed halfe a yeare befoze , Me⸗ 
uertbeleſſe it ſhould doe her no other diſpleaſure , and that 
nn chzee o2 foure dapes, with certaine other dzugges, bee 
„would reſtoze her colour ſo freſhe as euer it was. Whiche 
D 

0 


counſellthe Ducheſſe liked beſt of any thing in the wozld. 
And they thꝛee together played their partes ſo wel, as the 
common bzute throughout all the citie was, that the Du⸗ 
8 cheſle was in great daũger ok death. The Duke being ads 
e, uertiſed of theſe thinges, cauſed al the Phiſitians of Thu- 
gin, to aſſemble, to pꝛouide fo2 the heallth ofthe Ducheſſe: 
nA bo being come together, with the Duke into her bedde 
de chamber, a litle after ſhe had receiued maiſter Was per» 
m. | umes: 
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fumes ; and ſeing her to ſowne divers times befoze them, 
were in great diſpaire of her health. And after they had 
ſomewhat debated the matter with Paiſter Appian, not 
knowing wherupon to reſolue, they ſaid vnto the Duke,þ 
it behoued him to pꝛouide fo2 ber ſoule,fo2 that they ſaw in 
ber the ozdinarie tokens & meſlangers of death. The pooze 
Duke being ſozowkull beyond meaſure, fo2 that he loued 
the Duchelle entierly, ſent fo2 the Suffragaue of the Bi⸗ 
op of Thurin,a mi of verp holp life, to thintent he might 
geue her ghoſtly touncell. To whom ſhe confeſſed her ſelf 
with a voyce ſo feeble, that it ſeemed to be moꝛe than halfe 
dead. Her talke was not long, but yet ſhe made him beleue 
that nature failed her, and that bylitle and litle ſhe dzewe 
towardes her end: Deſiring him to haue her & her pcoze 
ſoule in remẽ bzꝛaunce, when he made his oziſons c pꝛaiers. 
The Suffcagan being gone, the Duke and others, with a 
great number of Gentlemen & Ladies, went into the chIs 
ber. But ſhe began then to enter into ſo great rauing, as ee 
uery body was afeard of ber. And after that ſhe had toſſed 
her ſelf in her bed, like a ſenſeleſſe creature, her ſpeach fap⸗ 
led her. CAherat thoſe pꝛeſent, ſtricken with no ſmal won» 
der, thinking the ſoule would ſtraigbt wapes haue depar⸗ 
ted the body, ſome of them cried vpon her Madame remem 
ber Jeſus, ſom other S. Barbara. But wilie Emilia moze 
pꝛiuie of her counſell than the reſt, taking her tenderly by 
the arme, eried vpon her with a loude voice. Madame call 
vpon S James, who hath ſo often ſuccoured pou in poure 
aduerſities. And with that the Ducheſſe awaked as it wer 
out of a heauy ſleepe, c rowling ber eyes to and fro, with a 
ſtraunge trembling of all her mͤbers, began to pꝛonoũte 
tc with an interrupted voyce. O glozious Apoſtle, in whome 
cc from mp tender youth, J have euer had my ſtedfaſt eruſt# 
«c hope, be now mine intercciſo2 in this cruel aſſault of death, 
cc to Teſus Chit. And I make a vowe nowe vnto thee, that 
cc i I map recouer health, J will my ſelfin perſon, go hone) 
thy 
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thy ſacred body. in the pꝛoper place where it repoſeth, And ,, 
hauing ended her fapned pzaper,ſhecounterfaiced a ſleepe, 
and ſo continued the ſpace of (woo oz thee houres, whiche 
cauſed all the compante to withdzawe themſelues, excepte 
the pooze Duke, who would not depart from her, vntil ſhe 


waked, and in che meane time ceaſſed not to pꝛape to God 


fo2 the health of his lopall ſpouſe , After ſhee had ſo well 
plaied this Pageaunt by theſpace of an houre oz twoo, fai- 
ning then to awake, ſhe began tofkretche fozth her armes 
and legges with ſuche fozce , as whoſoenec had heard the 
noyſe, would eaſely haue iudged that ſhe had bene deltue⸗ 
red frem ſome great toꝛmẽt. And beholdingthe Duke her 
haſvand,wlth a pitifull epe(who had leaned his head nere 
bnto hers in the bed) ſhe caſt her ſtretched armes neglig ẽt⸗ 

ly vpon bis neck, and kifſing bim ſapd. Now map IJ ſafelp >» 
kiſſe pou my Loꝛde, that within theſe three houres was in 5» 
ſuch pitifull plight,as Ithought my ſelf fo: ever depziued 2» 
of that benefit. Thãkes be geut to God & chat good lainct, I» 
to whom J made my bow Jam pzeſently ſo wel eaſed, as 22» 
if I fele myſelf no wozſe, J will pet deteine pou(huſband) 2» 
a while fro an other mariage. But þ pooze Ouke altoge-'2> 
ther rauiſhed with top, hauing his white beard all tTpered 
with teares, knew not what anſwere to make, but behelde 
her with ſuch admiration, as he ſeemed to be beſides him ⸗ 
(elf. And in the meane time certain which wer at the doze, 
hearing thẽ ſpeake,entred the chãber, who finding þ Dus 
chelle ſom what better then ſhe was, publiſhed her recoues 

rie incontinently thꝛow al the citie,wherof the citizens be⸗ 
ing aduertiſed(becauſe they loued her dearly)made pꝛocel 


| tons x other thankeſgeuing to God, as in caſes like are 


accuſtomed, Mithin a whyle after, the Ducheſle began by 
litle and litle to taſte her meates, and to bfe-fuche diet as 
ſhee reconered her foꝛmer health, Except the newe plague 
which pynched her tender harte koꝛ the Loꝛde Mendozza, 


vhiche ſhe could not cure, but by the pꝛelence ol him — 
| are 
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bare the oyntment boxe fo2 that ſoze .. And ſo long ſhe con» 
tinued inthe amozous thoughtes, till the Ladp Iſabell re- 
tourned from her pilgrimage, whocame tothe caſtell ac- 
coding to her pꝛomiſe. And after friendly gretinges one of 
an other, the Ducheſſe made her to vnder ſtande, how ſince 
her departure ſhe had neuer almoſt cõmen out ok her bed, 
fo2 that ſhe had bene afflicted with a moſte grieuous ſicke⸗ 
neſſe. Meuertheleſſe by the helpe of God, and the intertel⸗ 
ſion of good S. James (to whom the had vowed her ſelfe) 
ſhe had recouered health, And if ſhe could obtaine leaueof 
the Ouke her huſband,ſhe would thinke her ſelf happy to 
make avoyage-thither in her compante. Which the Spas 
niſhe Lady perſuaded by all meanes poſſible, ſhewing vnta- 
her many commodities, ſhe ſhould finde in Spaine,and the 
honozable company of gentlemen and Ladies, who at her 
arriuall chere(if it wouldpleaſe her to doe them ſo muche 
bono} as to viſite them in paſſing by) would leaue nothing 
vndone fo2 the beſt manner of entertainement that poſſibly 
might be deuiſed. And by this meane the Ladye Iſabell 
thought to pꝛicke her fozward , who was in dede but to 
« quicke of cheſpurre already, and thinking every boure.bii. 
determined one mozning thereof to moue the Duke her 
te huſbande. To whom ſhe ſayd Py Loꝛde J beleue that pon 
cc doe ſufficiently well remember my trouble paſte, and the 
cc extreme martyꝛdome that J ſuffred in my late ſickeneſſe, 
cc namely of the vowe whiche J made fo2 recouery of my 
cc health, Mowe finding my ſelfe whole and ſtrong, my de ſire 
cc is that with pour licence I might accompliſhe my vopage, 
cc ſpecially with ſo good oppoztunitie. Foz the noble woman 
cc of Spapne of whome J haue heretofo2e told pou, is retur- 
cc ned, and it ſhould be a great eaſe to vs both to goe in com» 
cc panie together. And foꝛ ſo much as it is a matter ot᷑ neteſ⸗ 
cc Iitie, and that earely oꝛ late, Jmuſt aduenture to pape my 
cc bowed debte, it is beſt both foꝛ my tommoditie and alſofoz 
cc mp honour, to goe in her companie. Whereunto 99 
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Duke did willingly accozde, Who neuer had any manner 

of ſulpicion that ſutch a treaſon was lodged in the harte of 
ſo great a Pꝛinceſſe. And hauing giuen oꝛder fo all things 
requiſite fo2 her departing, ſhe tooke a cer taine number of 
geutlemen and damſels, amongſt which, Maiſter Appian 
and Emilia were not foꝛgotten and being all apparelled in 
Hilgrimes weedes, by long trauaile and weary lournets, 
afcer they had paſſed the cold Alpes they tame into the coũ 
tie of Roſsilion, ę entred into Spapne . And then the Du⸗ 
che lle feling her ſeife to appꝛoche the place where ber hart 
ot long tyme had taken hold, deſired the Lady Iſabell and 
her companpearneſtly, not to make it knowen to anp per⸗ 
ſane what ſhe was And ſo traueiling by-ſmall. iournepes, 
and deuiſing of diuerſe matters, they arriued within two 
litle vayes iourney to the place where the Lozde of Men- 
10zza kept his o2dinarie houſholde. Foz which cauſe the 
Spaniſhe Ladyentreated the Ducheſſe not to be offended, 
it he ſent ſome one of her men befoze to gene aduertiſemec 
of their commtng,which the Duchelle graunted.. And the 
mellauger finding the Loꝛd of Mcendozza readie to recet- 
ve them. and hauing done him to vnderſtand ofthe coming 
of the Ducheſſe, of the firſte talke betwene her and his ſy⸗ 
ſter, of the great entertainement that ſhe had geuen them, 
Of tbe ſinguler beautie with the which ſhe was adoznedz 
Ve was not ſo groſſe but that he knewe by and by, that the 

Duchelle at thoſe peares, had not bene ſo liberall ot her las 
bour, to make ſuch a voiage one foote, without ſome other 
reſyect. And diſſembling what he thought, cauſed thirty oz: 
toꝛtie of his gentlemen incontinentlyto make them readp. 
To whome making as though hee would goe hunte the 
Hare, be went ta meete the Duchelſe:and having diſcoue⸗; 
red thema farre of in aficlve , the Lady Iſabell did foꝛtb · 
wit knowe theim. Who aduertiſed the Ducheſſe that be 

which ridde vppon the whyte Jeunet ok Spapne , was the 


Lode ol Mendoza her bꝛuther, and that the other were 
| | his ſer⸗ 
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bis ſeruauntes . The Pꝛince then after he had made his 
bozſe to vaute thꝛee 02 koure times aloft in che ayꝛe, with an 
excellent grace and marueilous dexteritie ligbted from his 
hoꝛſe, and kiſſing her hãd, ſapd vnto her Padame, J beleue 
that if the wandering knightes ok olde tyme, who haue e⸗ 
ternized their memoꝛie, by an infinite nũbꝛe ot renowmey 
victozies,had had ſo muche good lucke , as many tymes in 
their aduentures to meete with ſuch pilgrimes, as pou be, 
they woulde willinglye haue abandoned the Launce and 
© Purrion,to take the Staffe and Scrippe. The Ducheſſe 
then beyng comparable with anye Ladye of her tyme, fox 
her education and comely talke, aſlapled with iope, feare, 
and ſhame, that no lacke of dutie might be founde in ber, 
ce ſapde vnto hym. And in deede my Loꝛde like as if the 
ce knightes of whom pou ſpeake,had caſted of ſome good hap 
ce (as you terme it)by meting with ſuch Pilgrimes: So al- 
te ſo we hope that the Saint co whome we be vowed, in the 
cc honoz of whom we haue enterpꝛiſed this perillous voyage 
cc will receine vs in good parte. Other wpſe our papne were 
cc altogether loſte, and our tourney euil imploped. And after 
they had geuen this firſt amozous atteint, the Loꝛd of Mes 
dozza taking ber by the arme, conducted her vnto his cas 
ſell, deuiſing of pleaſaunt matters. And he was greatlye 
aſtouned, to ſee ſo rare a beautie, as appeared in the Pzin- 
ceſſe : Mbiche neither the wearineſſe of the waye, noz the 
parching beames of the Sunne, coulde in any wyſe ſo ap⸗ 
paire, but that there reſted ynough, to dꝛawe vnto her the 
very hartes of the moſte colde, and froſen mt of the woꝛlo. 
And albeit the Lozde of Mendozza, tooke great pleaſure 
and admiration in beholding her,. yet was it nothing in re- 
ſpect ofthe Ducheſle : who after ſhe had aduiſed and well 
marked the beautie, excellency, and other good gifces of 
grace, in the Loꝛde of Mendozza,ſhe confeſſed that al that 
which ſhe had heard of his ſiſter, was but a dꝛeame in com⸗ 
pariſon ot the pzouke, which dilcouered it ſelle vpon the ür 
views; 
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vie we: Seeming vnto her by good iudgement, that all the 
beauties of the woꝛlde were but paintinges, in reſpect of 
the perfection of that whiche ſhee la we with her eyes, 
TWherin ſhe was not deceiued, albeit that her feruent lone 
might haue bewitched her ſenſes, Foz all the hiſtozies in 
Latine, Spaniſhe, and Italien the which make mention of 
Mendozza, geue vnto him the firſte place in beautie of all 
the Painces and Loꝛdes that were in his tymc. The pooze 
Duchelſe, after ſhe had manifeſted by out warde geſtures, 
and countenaunces, to the Loꝛd of Mendozza,that which 
was in the inward part ok her barte, without receiuing the 
full ſatiſfaction of his ſigt, whiche the deſired, determined 
hauing ſoiourned thzee dapes in his caſtell)to departe the 
nexte moming, (vnwares tothe Knight) to perfozme her 
voyage. And fo ſoone as the light of the dape began to ap- 
peare, ſhe went to the chamber ofthe Lady Iſabell, whom 
ſhe thanked affectuouſlp,aſwell fox her good companye, as 
fo) the great tourteſie, and humanitie,that ſhe had receiued 
in her houſe. And haning taken leaue of her, departed with 
her traine. The knight Mendoza, about an houre oz two 
aftcr her departure,aduertifedthereof, was greatlptrou- 
bled, what the matter might be that ſhe was gone without 
taking leaue of him. And after that he had a little thoughe 
therupon, he eaſelp perceiued, that all the fault ther ol was 
in him ſelke. And þ this great Pꝛinceſſe had abandoned her 
countrie,ofpurpoſe by all iudgement to viſite him, & that 
he had ſhewed himſelf very ſlacke fo2 her (atiffactio,in that 
he had not offred her his ſernice. Wherat being iuſtly gre⸗ 
ned, ſhe did not voachſafe to neue him a farewell. Ind (@ 
accuſing himſelke, he determined tofollowe after her, ac⸗ 
tompanitd onelye with twoo Pages. And beyng on hozſes 
backe, it was not long befoze bee eſpied her in the byghe 
waye to Saint James, where lighting, bee walked twoo 
mples with her, reaſonyng the matter without inter miſ⸗ 


fon : deſiring her amonges other thynges, to let hym vn⸗ 
_ derſtand 
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derſtand what diſpleaſure ſbee had conceiued in his houſe, 
that cauſed her ſo ſpedy # ſecret a departure: adding theres 
unto, that if her pleaſure were, he would accompanie her 
to the place whether ſhe was vowed:and would allo recon⸗ 
duct her in his owne perſone to Thurin, in ſo honourable 
ſozte,as ſhe ſhould finde cauſe to be contented . Then paſs 
ce ſing further, with ſighes ſayd vnto her. Padame, foztune 
ce had done mea great beneſice , if whenmp ſiſter made her 
cc vowe to goe to Rome, J had loſt the battaile againſt mine 
ce enemies, and that her vowe had bene without effect. Foꝛ it 
c« micht haue bene that J Hould haue rematued quit by the 
ce loſſe of ſome of my people. But alas J fele now, ſince pour 
cc comming into this countrie, a battaile ſo cruel, anp aſſault 
cc ſo furious in my harte, as not being able any louger to res 
ce ſiſte it, I finde mp ſelfe vanquiſhed, and caught captiue, in 
cc ſuch ſoꝛt, as I know not to whom to complain, but to pou, 
cc which is the motion of all mp diſquietneſſe. And pet, which 
ec grieuetb me moſt, pou diſſemble as though pou did not bne 
ce derſtand it. And to bzing me to mp laſt end, vou are depar⸗ 
cc ted this day aut ot my bouſe, not daining to ſee me, oꝛ to ap⸗ 
cc peaſe me with one fare wel, which hath ſo further inflamed 
cc my paſſion, as J die a thouſand times a day, Beſcching pou 
ec fo2 v time to come, to entreate me moze fauourably, 02 you 
ec (hall ſee me, in that ſtate, wherein you would be loth to ſee 
cc your enemy: which is, moſt cruel death. And in dede, he ſhes 
wed ſufficiently, how great the grief was that pꝛeſled bim, 
and how well the paſſion that be felt, was agreable to the 
wo2des which he ſpake. Foz in pꝛonouncing his woꝛdes he 
ſi ghed ſo in his tale, ⁊ chaged his colour ſo often, had his 
face ſo beſpꝛent with tearcs, as it ſemed his ſoule attached 
with ſuperfluous ſoꝛrowe, would at that very inſtant haue 
abandoned his bodye. Which the Bꝛinceſſꝛ percetuinge, 
touching at the quicke the very ſpꝛing of all his eulll, ſayd 
bnto him Seignioz Mẽdozza, I know not whatwou wold 


that I ould do moze fo? pou, noz fo2 what occaſion you da 
p2etende, 
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pꝛetende, that I ſhould be the cauſe of pour death. Foz if »» 
the occaſion thereofſhouldhappen chzough mpdefault,mp 52» 
life by ſtrengthe oz abilitie, could not endure one houre at- »» 
ter, lo the ſoꝛowe IJ ſhould tonceiue therof. Thinke me to 5» 
be ours, and be not offended, J beſech pou, ik openly J doe 5 
no longer talke with pou. Fo2 I would not to winne al the »5 
goodes in the woꝛld, that any of this traine which doth ac · 5» 
company me, ſhould perceiue any one ſparke of the great 5» 
kindled fire, wherin my hart durneth day # night fo you, >» 
being allured thatifpou had felt one houre of mp papne,in »5 
place toaccuſe me of crueltie,your ſelfcomplaſning, wold »5 
pitie the griefe whiche J haue ſuſtained foz pour long abs 5 
ſence. Foz without the continual pꝛeſence of your perſone, »» 
repreſenting it ſelfe in the eyes of mine vnderſtading, with »» 
a firme hope once to haue feen you : it had bene impoſſible »5 
fo2 me, to reſiſt the long and hard allaulte, wherwith loue »» 
hath enery-houre aſſailed me. But one thing J muſt nedes »» 
conkeſſe vnto pou, that by reaſon of 5 cold welcome which 5» 
you made me in þ beginning, J thought it p2ocededofſome 5» 
euill opinion conceived of me, oꝛ peradufture that you had 5 
thought me ouer liberallof mine honour, to haue left the 2» 
countrie where J commaunde,to render my ſelk ſubicet to 5» 
your good grace, which cauled me without leaue to depart 5» 
your houſe. But now that F do know by pour countenaũce >» 
and teares, the contrarie: J acknowledge my fault, and de⸗ >» 
ſire pou to koꝛget it , Qith full pꝛomiſe, that vppon my re- >» 
tourne from my boiage of S. James, J will make you a- 5 
mendes, in the very ſame place, wher Fcomitced the fault, »» 
{nd remaining pour pꝛiſoner fo2 a certaine time, J wil not „ 
depart from pou, vntill J baue ſatiſũed, by ſufficient penãce »» 
the greatnes of my treſpas In the meane time pou ſhal cõ· >» 
tent your ſelf with my good will: and without paſſing any >» 
further retoꝛne againe home to your caſtell, foꝛ feare [eaff »» 
ſome ſuſpicious perſone in my company ſhould conceiue þ 5» 


in me, which all the dapes ol my life Jneuer gaue occaſis, 5» 
| D tit, la much 
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ſo much as once to thinke. To whome the Loꝛde of Men- 
dozza abeied,moze to content her, chan other wiſe, foꝛ beg 
had the beauties and good behauiours of the Bꝛinceſſe, ſo 
im pꝛinted inthe moſte pleaſaunt place of his harte, as he 
would baue deſired neuer to haue departed her companie. 
But like as they determined iocundlp, to implop ⁊ ſaciſlic 
their deſire, at her retozne kram her voyage: euen lo Foz 
tune in the meane while did belec the lame, e lo fully bzake 
the thzede of their enter pꝛiles, as the iſlue had not ſo good 
ſucceſſe, as was their pzefixed hope, Now leaue we » Dus 
chelle, to perfourme her voyage, e the Lozd of Mendoz za 
to entertain his amozous palſions, and let vsdigrelle to the 
Duke, who about. x. 02. xii, dapes aftet the Duchelle his 
wike was departed, began to fele her abſence, which not be⸗ 
ing able to luſteine fo the great loue he bare vnto her, and 
ſpecially knowing 5 great fault that he hadcomitced(be- 
ing the ſiſter of a king & wife ol ſuch a Hꝛince) lo to let her 
go, like an vnfeathered ſhakt, in ſo long a vopage: determi⸗ 
ned with him ſelfe (foz feare leaſt if any miſfoꝛtune hap pp 
ning vnto her,the ſame ſhould touch his honour ) to cal 
gether his counſel,# topzoutde ſome remedie. The counſel 
aſſembled,and the cauſe pzoponed , euerie of them told the 
Duke that he had ouer lightly conſented to the will of the 
Ducheſle,and that if ſhe ſhould chaunce toincurre anp in- 
conuenience, al men would im pute it to his repzoch wher⸗ 
of they would haue aduertiſed him, at pbegianing , ſauing 
fo2 feare they had to diſp'eaſe him: Adding fo2concluſton,y 
it was moſt expedient the Duke ſhould put bimſlelfe on the 
Dea to goe ſceke her in Galiſia. Thich he did, and imbar⸗ 
ked him ſelf with a great cõpanie of gentlemen, to whome 
the winde was ſo fauourable, as he ariued at S. lames be- 
faze her And hauing made enquirie foz her, vnderſtode (he 
was not come. Neuertheleſle he was aduertiſed by cer⸗ 
ta ine pilgrims, that it could not de long befoze ſhe would 
be there; fo2 that thep had left her uot paſte thiee op four? 
day: 
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dapes tourney from thencertraueiling with her trapne, by 
{nail iourneis, wherofthe Duke was excea ding glad, and 
ſent certaine of his gemlemen to mete her vpd the wap, as 
ſhe tame, who rode not karre befoze they met the Ducheſſe 
with her companie, and did her to vnderſtãd of the Dukes 
atriualls and ot the cauſe of his comming from I hurin. 
M hich tioinges was not very iopkull tober, o by her will 
would haue wiſhed that he had not taken lo much papnes. 
Neuerthelcſle,pzefzrring honoz bekoze affection, ſhe made 
the moꝛe halle to ſee him, and at her arriuall, ſeemed to bee 
glad of his comming, and to lament the papne that he bad 
taken, by committing him ſelfe in ſo many daungers fo2 
her lake. Akterwardes they entred into the Churche with 
great deuotion , where when the Ducheſſe had made cer⸗ 
tatne part iculer pꝛaiers, hee began to perctiue that God 
bad withſtãded her laſciuious wil, & pitying þ good Duke 
ber huſband, would not permit him 20 be deceived in ſuche 
biſlopall ſozt, repentantly bewapling her fozepaſſed faulte. 
And feling ber ſelf pꝛeſled even at the very foule with a cer 
taine remozſe of conſcience, he was ſo victozions over her 
affections, as the determined wholly to foꝛget Mendozza 
and bis beautie . Pꝛapſing God neuertheleſſe that it bad 
pleaſed him to graunt her the grate ſo well to duſpoſe her 

matters, that her affections dad nat exceded the bondes of 
bonoꝛ: Determining fro thencefoꝛth, not onely to put Me» 

doz za in vtttr obliuion, but alſo foꝛ euer clereiy to cut of 
his amozous pꝛactiſe, ⁊ therfeʒe would nat ſo much as bid 
him once farcwell,noz yet to let him in any wiſe vnderſtãd 

thoſe newes. And ſo ſettled in this deliveratis, ſolixited her 

b1iſvand verp inſtantly to de parte, whiche he did, and all 

thinges prepared tothe Sea, they tolte againe thc ir courſe 

to Thurin, and had the wynde lo pꝛoſperous, as from thece 
in fe we dayes akter, they arriued at Marſellis. And wearpe 

0: the Seas, he tauſed hoꝛſes to be pꝛepared to ryde from 

thẽce to Thurin by land, wher he e his wite liued together 


D liii. in righe 
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in right great ioy and amitie. The Lozde of Mendozza 
greatly papned with che long abſence of the Duchelle, ſent 
a gentleman of purpoſe to Galiſia, to know the cauſe of her 
long tarping . Tho bzought certain newes that the Du- 
ke was comen in perſone to fetche his wile, and that be had 

caried her awaye with bim by Sea. CUherewithal he was 
maruetlouſly out of pacience, determining neuertheleſle 

one daye when his affaires were in good o2der, to go viſite 
ber at Thurin. During the time that theſe thinges remat- 
ned in this eſtate, as well of the one ſide, as of the other:the 
Almaines pꝛepared a great armp, and entred into Fraũce, 
where they waſted and burned al the countrey as they paſ⸗ 
ſed. The king being aduertiled bereok, ſent foz che Duke of 
Sauoie, to goe mete them with the inẽ of armes of Fraũce. 
But befoze bis departure from Thurin, he lefre foz bis 
Lieutenant generall, the Earle of Pancalier, by the aduiſe 
and counſell of whome he intended that all che affaires of 
the Duchte ſhould be ruled and gouerned in his abſence, 
and that he ſhould in ſo ample wyle be honoured g obeyed, 
as his owne perſone This Earle of Pancalicr was a noble 
man, verie pꝛudent in his doinges, and knewe right well 
bowe to gouerne the common wealth, who leing that bee 
bad the whole countrie at his commaundement, and hym 
ſelfe many tymes in pꝛeſence ofthe Ouchelle, vie wing her 
ſo favze and comelie, could not ſo well rule his affections, 
but that bylitle and litle he fell into loue with her, in ſuch 
wyſe as hee foꝛgat hym ſelfe, makyng no conſcience to of- 
fer his ſeruice vnto her. But the Pꝛinceſſe who was re⸗ 
ſolued to lyue a good woman, abhozred all his laſciuious 
Ozations, requiring hym to bee better aduyſed an other 
tyme, befoze he pꝛeſumed to vtter ſutche talke, excepte to 
ſutch that were his equals. Telling hym that a man ought 
not to bee ſo bnſhamekaſt to offer his ſeruice to anpe great 
Ladie, oz to make other ſute vnto her, befoze hee hadde 
fpꝛſte knowen by her geſture oz woozdes , ſome _ 

ode o 
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hoode of loue:which he could not deeme in her, foꝛ ſo much 
as ſhe neither to him o2 to any other had euer, (til that day 

in all her life) ſhewed ſuch fauour, as other ſuſpicion could 
be conceiued, but that which was conucnable and meete 
fo: her honour. (hich when the Countie of Pancalier vn⸗ 
derſtoode, he toke his leaue of her; aſhamed of that he bad 
done. But he folowing the cuſtome of louers,not thinking 
pbimlſelke caſt offo2 the firſt rekuſe, ektſones renewed his re⸗ 
queſtes. And framing a louing tle, beſought her to haue 
pitie vppon him, and to reſpect the greatneſſe of his paſſi⸗ 

on: and that he could not pꝛolonge bis life without the fa⸗ 
uour ot her good grace, who onely was the verp reme die of 
his euill. The Ducheſſe peſtred with ſuch like talke ſaide 
vnto him Sir Countie, me thinke pon ought to have ſatiſ. »» 
fyed pour ſelfe with iny firff deniall, without further conti⸗ >» 
nuance in the purſuing ok your raſhe enterpꝛiſe. Daue pou 5» 
foꝛgotten the place that you keepe, and the honour where ⸗ 5» 
unto my Loꝛd the Duke my huſband hath exalted you? Fs 5 
this nowe the loyall reward that you render vnto him tee 
creating pou his Lieutenaunt ouer all his landes and ſeig» 5» 
niozies,to demaund the pzeheminence ok his bedde⸗ Aſſure »» 
your ſelfe fo2 final warning, that ifeuer hereafter you ſhal 5» 
againe fall into like erro2, I (weare vnto pou by the faith 5» 
of a ꝛintceſſe, that I will make you to be chaſtiſed in ſuche 52 
ſoꝛt, as al ſemblable Traytoꝛs and dillopal ſeruaunts ſhal 7» 
take example. The Earle ſeing himlelke refuſed, and thus 
rebuked, and in doubt that the Pzinceſſe woulde make her 
huſvande to vnderſtande his enterp2iſe vpon his retourne, 
chaunging his greate loue into hatred moze then moztall, 
determined whatſoeuer ſhould come thereok, to inuente all 
meanes polſible, vtterly to deſtroye the Ducheſſe. And af« 
ter that he had fanſted diuers thinges in minde, he deuiſed 
(by the inſkinceof the deuil) to cauſe one ok his Nephewes, 
being ok the age of rviif.o2 twentie peares, which was his 


heire apparant, foz that he had no childzen, and was one 
the 
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the kayꝛeſt and beft condicioned Gentlemen of all Thurin, 

to (ozt that deuiliſh attẽpt to purpoſe . And finding oppoz⸗ 

tunitie, one dape hee (aide to the yonge man that depended 
ce wholly vppon him theſe woꝛds. Mephew, thou knoweſt þ 
ce all the hope of living thou haſt in this wozld reſteth in me 
« alone, ot whom J make ſo good accompte as of mychilde. 
ce And foz that it pleaſed God to giue me no childzen,J haue 
c fgonſtituted and oꝛdeined thee my ſole and onely hepze with 
© ful hope that from benccfozth thou wilt dutifully acknow⸗ 
c ledge thy ſelfe moſt bounde vnto mee, and therefoze obe di⸗ 
cent in allthinges which Jſhal commaunde thee, ſpeciallp 
<< in that which map be moſt fo2 thine aduauntemente. The 
© Duke as thou knowelt, is abſent, olde, and crooked, and at 
©© all houres inthe mercy of death thzoughe the daungers of 
ce the warres. Nowe it hc ſhould channre to die, my delire is 
o to mary thee with lome great Lady: Dea and if it were poſ- 
ce (ible with ß Ducheſſe her ſelfe, which God knoweth what 
© pꝛoſite it would bꝛinge both to the and thy frendes, and in 
e mp iudgemt̃t an ealie matter to compaſſe, if thou wilt dil⸗ 
ce poſe thy ſelfe after my counſell, o2 at leaſte miſe, ifthou 
©« canſt not come to the title of hul band, thou mateſt not kaile 
ce to be receiued as frend Thou art a comly Gentleman, and 
& in good fauour with the Ducheſſe, as J haue oftentimes. 
« pertceiued by her communication, albeit that holdinge faſt 
ce the bzible of her honoz, ſhee hath been afraid hetherto to o⸗ 
oc yenherſeife vnto thee. Spare not my goods, make thy ſelfe 
c gꝛaue and gallant from hencefoꝛth whatſoeuer it coſte, and 
© ge dilligente to pleaſe her in all that thou maieſt, and time 
ac ſhall make three know that which thy tender peares bath 
ce hither to hidden from thee. The pooꝛe ponge man gininge 

faith to the vafaithfull inuentions of his vncle ( whom hee 

counted as his Father) began oft to frequent the pꝛeſence 

ol the Ducheſle, and chameffaſtlye to ſolicite her by lookes 

and other offices of humanitie,as nature had taught him, 

continuing that ozder the ſpace of a moneth. Mbich by the 
Ducheſle 


The Ducheſſe of Sauoie 165 


Oucheile wel viewed and marked, the was diligent fo2 her 
part to accept the honeſt and affectionate ſeruice which the 
pong man dailpe did vnto her, # ſhewed vato him likewiſe 
a certatne moze curceous fauour than to the reſt of þ Pa⸗ 
ges, as wel koz the birth r beautie wherwithal nature had 
enriched him, as foz that ſhe ſaw him enclined to do her bet 
ter leruice than the reſt, not thinking ofaup diſhonell appe⸗ 
tite in j pongmã, noꝛ p malice of his vncle, who concetued 
none other felicitie but in reuenge of the Ducheſle, his en- 
ne mie, and not able to beare the cruel mallice rooted in his 
harte, determined to play double oz quit. And callinge his 
Nephew befoze him be ſaid vnto him. Py childe,J do per- 
ceiue and lee that thou art one of the moſt happieſt gentle- | 
if of al Europe,ifthou kneweſthow to follow thine owne , 
h! luck. Foxthe Ouchelle not onely is amozous of tbee, 1 
but allo cõſumetb fox pᷣ earneſt loue ſhee bearechthee.But „ 
as thou knoweſt women be ſhamefaſt and waulde be ſued A 
buto in ſecrete, do delight to be deceiued of men, tothend 
it might leeme how w deceit oz foꝛce they were cõſtrained „ 
to yeld to ᷣ which ok their own minds thep would willing „ 
ly oller, were it not foz a litle ſhamekaſtnes v doth wdzawe „ 
them . Aud thereak aſſure thy lelfe, fo2 J haut oftentimes * 1 
experimented the lame, to my great good lucke. Uberkoze * 
kredite my Councel, and fallow mine adaiſe. And thou tby „ 
ſelfe (halt conkeſſe vnto mee, bekoꝛe to mozrow at this time, , 
that thou art the happieſt man of the wonld. Iwill, tben þ , 
this nigbt when thou ſeeſt convenient time, thou ſhalt con- hy 
ucye thy elle ſecretlye into the chamber of the 5 . * 
and there hide thy ſelfe vader her bedde, fo feare of being „ 
eſyled:wbere thou (halt remaine vutil an houre akter mid- 2 
night, whe all men be in the depth of their ſleepe. And wht * 
thou perteiueſt euery man at reſt, thou ſhalte cloſely riſe. x „ 
appꝛoching þ Duchelle bed, thou ſhalt tell what ee 
and 3 am ſure ko the ęarneſt louc the beareth th * „ 
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ce the long ablence ok her hulband, ſhe wil curteouſlie receine 
ce thee betwene her armes, and feaſt thee with ſuch delights 
« ag amoꝛous folke doe embzace their louers. The ſimple 
pong man gluing faith tothe woꝛds ok bis vncle that was 
honouredas a king(thinking perhaps that it pꝛoceeded by 
the perſwaſion of the Ducheſle (followed his commaunde- 
ment, and obcted whollte his traiterous and abhominable 
beſf.UUho (opoꝛtunitie founde) accompliſhed frd pointe to 
point, p which his cruel vncle had comaunded. Anda litle 
befoze midnight,fearing leaſt his treaſon ſhoulde be diſcos 
uered,toke with bim thzee Councellozs,and certaine other 
of the Guarde of the Caſtell. Whereunto as Licutenaune 
to the Duke, he might both enter and iſſue at al times whZ 
be lift, and not opening the cauſe ok his intent, wẽt ſtraighe 
to the poꝛtall of the Ducheſſe chamber, and knockinge at 
the doe, ſaid that the Duke was come. Which being ope⸗ 
ned, bee entred in with a nomber of lightes, accompanied 
with the Guarde, hauinge a Napier readye dꝛawen in bis 
bande, like a furious man beſives himſelfe, began td looke 
rounde about, and vnder the bedde ofthe Oucheſle : from 
whence he canſed his owne pzoper Nephew to be dzawe, 
To whom without geuing him leaſure to ſpeake,foz feare 
te leſt his malice ſhould be diſcouered, he ſaide. O deteſfable 
villaine thou ſhalt die, and therewithall he thzuſke the Ras 
pier into him, to the hard hfltes, doubling another blowe 
to make him faile of his ſpeache, hee pearced his thꝛote, ſo 
fiercely,as the pooze innocente after he had a little ſtagge⸗ 
red, fell downe deade to the grounde, TUhen be had put vp 
bis rapier, he turned towards tbe Counſellers, and ſaide 
tc vnto them. Pykrends, this is not the firſt time that J haue 
cc eſpied the laſciuious and diſhoneſt lone bet weene this my 
cc lecherous Mephew and the Ducheſſe, whom Jhaue cau- 
«c {ed to die, to honourabl in reſpect of his deſert. Fo by the 
ac bery rigoꝛ ofthe law, he deſerued to haue bin burnt ple 
P La 
p the 
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die the Dachelle Jmeane not to puniſhe, oꝛ to pꝛouide cha- „ 
{iſement koꝛ her: F oꝛ you be not ignozaunt, that the aunci⸗ , 
ent cuſtome ol Lombardie aud Sauoye requireth that eue- „ 
ry woman taken in adulterte,ſhal be bur ned aliue, ik with · „ 
in a yeare and a day ſhe finde not a Champion to fight the 55 
combate fo} her innocencie. But fo2 the bounden duetie p 5 
Jbeare tomp Lozd the Duke, and koz reſpect of the eſtate „ 
which he hath committed to my charge, J will to mozrow „, 
diſpatch a Poaſte , to make him vnderſtande the whole ace „ 
cient as it is come to palle . And the Duc belle ſhall re⸗ 
mame in this Chamber, with certaine of her maids, under 
ſure keeping and ſafegarde. All this time the Duchelle 
who had both tudgemente and ſpirite ſo good as any Pꝛin⸗ 
celle that raigned in her time, ſuſpected by and by the trea⸗ 
ſon ofthe Earle, And with a pitifull eye beholding þ dead 
body ok her Page,fetching a deepe ſighe, cried out. Oh in⸗ „ 
nocent loule which ſometime gaueſt life to this bodye that 5» 
nowe is but earth, thou art nowe in place where thou ſeeſt 55 
clearclye the iniquitie of the murderer, that latelye did put 55 
tee to death. And hauing made an ende of this exclamatt- 
on uith her armes a croſſe, ſhee remained as ina (cume w- 
out mouing either hande oz foote. And after ſhe bad contt- 
+ nued a while in that ſtate, ſhee delired the Counſellers to 
auſe the bodpe co be buried, and to reſtoze it to the earth 
e MWubcreofic had the firſt creation. Foz(quoth ſhe) it hath not 55 
delerued to be tied to the gibet, and to be foode foz birds of 5» 
the apze. Ahich they graũted not without a certaine gre- 55 
uous luſpicion betweene her and the Page. Foz ſo muche 5 
as ſhe excuſed notherſelfe,but the innocencie of him, with- 
out ſpeaking any woꝛde of her owne particular tuſtificatts 
on. This pitifull aduenture was outof hande publiſhed 
thꝛougb all the Citie, with ſo great ſozrow and murmure 


be Nethe people, as it ſeemed the enemies had ſacked p towne. 
k, a there was not one, from the very leaſt tothe greateſte 
a:. Neal, but did both loue and reuerence the Oucheſſe, in ſuch 
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ſoꝛt as it ſeemed vnto them. that this miſfo2tune was fall 
vpon euerp one of their childꝛen. The Earle of Pancalier 
dd nothing all that day, but diſpatch the poaſtes. And ha⸗ 
uing cauſed all the whole matter to be regiſtredas it was 
ſeen to be done: he commaũded the Connſellers, and them 
of the Garde, to ſubſcribe his letters. And all the matter 
being put in oꝛder he ſent away two curroꝛs with diligfce, 
the one into Englande to aduertiſe the king her bꝛother, 
tbe other to the Duke. TAho being arriued, ech man in bis 
place, pꝛeſented their charges. Wlhereunto both the bꝛo⸗ 
ther and the huſband gaue full credite without any mance 
of vifficultie; perſwaded pꝛincipally thereunto by þ death 
of the Nephew. Who(as it was very likely) had not been 
put to death by his owne uncle, and of whom hee was alſo 
the very heire, without his molt grecuous fault, pꝛapſinge 
greatly the fidelitie of p Carle, that bad not pardoned his 
owne pꝛoper bloud, to conſerue his dutp and honour to his 
ſoueraigne Lozde. And it was concluded betweene them, 
by deliberate aduiſe and counſatle, as well of choſe of the 
king of England,as by a great nomber of tearned men of 
Fraunce, whom the French kinge made to aſſemble foꝛ) 
reſpect in kauour of the Duke that the cuſtome ſhould be ſo 
inutolably kepte, as if the Ducheſſe were the moſt ſimple 
damſell ot all che coũtrie:to the ende that in time to come, 
greate Lozdes and Ladyes which be as it were lampes to 
giue ligbte to others, might take example, And that from 
thiceforth they ſhould not ſuffer their vertues to be obltu⸗ 
red by clouds of ſuch execrable vices. The king of Enge 
land to gratiſie the Earle of Pancalier: who (in his iudge- 
ment) had ſhewed bimſfelfe right noble in this act, ſent him 
an excellent harne ſſe, with a ſwoꝛd of the ſelf ſame trampe 
by the Currour, with letters of auuſweare wzittẽ with his 
owne hand, how he vnderſtode p maner ok bis proceedings. 
And the meſſenger vſed ſuch diligẽce, as within few daies 
be arriued at Thurin. Shogtiy after that the king of — 

gland 
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gland had ſent backe the Currour,the Duke of Sauoie re , 
toꝛned his, whom he ſkated ſs much the longer, becauſe the 
matter touched him moſt neere. Foz he would that p mat; 
ter ſhould be debated by moſt graue g deliberate counſell, 
And when he had reſolued what to do. he wꝛote to the coũ⸗ 
ſellers and otber Magiſtrates of Thurin, aboue al things 
to haue reſpecte that þcultome ſhould be inuiolably obſer⸗ 
ued, and that they ſbould not in any caſe fauour the adulte ⸗ 
ry of his wike, vpon paine of death. Then in particuler, hee 
wꝛote bis letters to the Earle, whereby he did greatly al⸗ 
low his ſidelitie, fo the which he hoped to make him ſuche 
reco npence, as both he and his, ſhould taſte therof during 
their lines, The Currour of the Duke arriued, e the mats 
tet pꝛoponed in counſell, it was iudged, that(followinge p 
ancient cuſtome)a piller of Marble ſhould be placed in p 
feldes neere Thurin:which-is betweene the bzidge of the 
river Pooand the Citie, wherupon ſhould be wꝛitten the 
accaſation ofthe Earle of Pancalier againſt the Ducheſle, 
which the Duchelle vnderſtanding (hauing none other cõ⸗ 
yante but Emilia, and a pong damſell)diſpotled herſelfe of 
her ſilken garmentes , and did put on mourninge weede, , 
martired with an infinite nomber of ſondzie tozmentes, ſe- 
ing herſelke abandoned of al wozldlp ſuccour, made her cõ⸗ 
platats to God: beſeeching bim with teares to be pꝛotectoz 
of her innocencie. Emilia who vnderſtode by her. that ſhee 
was vniuſtlie accuſed, and ſeing p iminent perill that was 
pꝛepared fo2 ber, determined by her accuſtomed pꝛudence 
to pꝛouide therfo2e. And after the had a litle comkoꝛted her 
ſhe laide vnto her. Madame, b caſe ſo requireth,y now you „, 
muſt not cbſume time, in teares c other womanilh plaints, 45 
which can nothinge diminiſhe your euill. It ſeemes moſt „ 
erpediente vutomee, thacyou fozteſie your (eife againſte „ 
your ennemye, and finde (ome meane to ſende mailter „ 
Appian in poaſte to the Duke ok Mendozza, one of the,, 
beſt renowmed in p2owelle of all che kuightes in Spaine, „ 


who? beinge aduertiled of pour milfoztune, wyll * 55 
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ce ſo well fo2 pour affaires, (that your honour being recoves 
cc xed)pour life ſhall remaine aſſured. Wherefoze if you will 
cc kollowe mine aduiſe, you ſhall wꝛite him an earneſt letter 
te (as pou know rigbt wel how to indite) which Appian ſhal 
ce pꝛeſent on your behalfe. Fo if you follow not this counſel, 
«« J know none els (as þ woꝛld goeth now)that will hazarde 
ce his life vnder the condicton ot ſo ſtraunge a lotte as yours 
cc is, ſpetially hauing reſpect to the renowme and magnani- 
ce mitie of the Earle, who as you know, is in reputation to be 
cc one of the moſt valtaũt men and moſt happy in armes that 
cc is in all Sauoie oꝛ Lombardie My deare frende(quoth the 
ce Ducheſſe) doe what thou wilt. Foꝛ Jam ſo reſolued and 
cc confirmed in my ſoꝛowe, as J haue no care eitbet of death 
cc oʒ life, no moꝛe than if Jhad neuer been bozne. Foz neither 
ce in the one (noꝛ in the other, can J foꝛſee anye remedie fo} 
cc mine honour alreadie loſt. Madame (quoth Emilia) let vs 
« fo this time leaue the care of honour in the bands of God, 
cc who knoweth both howe to kee pe it, and reſtoꝛe it, as ſhall 
cc ſeeme good vuto him And let vs giue oꝛder fo2 our parte, 
ce that there be no want of diligence, fo2 feare of being ouet⸗ 
cc taken. And hauing made an ende of ber tale, ſbee gaue her 
ce inck — paper, ſapinge vnto her. Now Madame I ſhall 
6 ſee at his pinche, it vour harte will ſerue you ata neede 0} 
no. The Duchelle withdꝛe w her ſelfe a part, and after ſhe 
had longe diſcourſed in her minde ok tbat which was paſte 
— "6 the knight and her. ſhe w2ote vnto him as follo⸗ 
weth. 
ce Mp Loꝛd Mendozza, I do not wꝛite theſe letters vnto 
cc you, vppon any hope to be delivered by poar meane from 
cc poinaũt pꝛicke of ſierce death which doth now beſiege mt, 
c knowing death al wapes to be,the true poꝛt c ſure refugt 
cc of all affiicted perſons. Foꝛ ſince that God willeth it, na 
tc ture permitteth it, and my heauie foꝛtone conſenteth to it 
& A will receiue it wich righte good will, knowinge chat th 
« Graue is none other but a lrong rampier and impzegna⸗ 
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ble caſtel, wherein we cloſe our ſelues againſt the aſſaults 55 
of lite, and the furious ſtoʒmes of Foꝛtune. It is farrecbet⸗ 3 
ter las appeareth manite ſtly by me) with eyes ſhut, to waite 35 
in Graue, than longer to experimente life(the eyes beinge 45 
open) liuing with ſo many troubles vpon earth. But glad» „ 
ly woulde J bzinge to remembꝛaunce, and ſet befoze pour „ 
eyes how ſometime Jabandoned the place which, was no 5 
{cle deare vnto me than mine owne country where J was 45 
bozne,and delicatelpe nouriſhed in honoz and delightes, to „ 
extende my elfe into an infinite nomber of perills,contra- „ 
rye to the duetie of thoſe that be of mine eſtate, loſinge the +,» 
name of a Pziceſle to take the title of a caytife pilgrim, foꝛ „ 
the onely feruent and vnmealured loue which J bare pou, „ 
befoze J did euer lee pou,. oz by anye meanes bounde there ,» 
unto by any pour pꝛeceding benefites.Theremembzaunce „ 
whereoklas I thinke)ought now to deliver ſuch an harde 5 
enterpꝛile, to the poꝛt cf pour conſcience, that bzeaking the ,» 
vaile of pour tender hart, you ſhoulde therefoze take pitie „ 
and compaſſion of mp ſtraunge and cruell foztune. Which „ 
ig not onely reduced to the mercyofa moſt doloꝛous puſs, „ 
and reſteth in the power ofa blondie & mercileſſe Tpꝛant: „ 
But (which is wozſe)in the continuall hazarde ofaſhame* „ 
full death. Abich J do not much lament hauing long delt. „ 
ted to accelerate the ſame with mine owne hands to linde , 
reſt in an other woꝛlde: were it not that by death J ſhoulde 45 
leaue an eternall blot to my good name, and a perpetuall 4» 
heritage ol inkamie to my houſe and kindꝛed. TA herefoꝛe if ,» 
it ſo be, that frendſhip loketh koꝛ no re warde, oꝛ that frend: „ 
ſhip cãnot be paid, but by the tribute ofan other, make me +4» 
now to taſte the auncient fruite of frendſhip. And ik pitie be 45 
the ſole and onely keye of Paradiſe, diſplaye it now on the 5» 
behalfe ok her, who(fozſaken of al humaine ſuccour)atten- „ 
deth but the fatall houre to bee thꝛowen into the ſier as & 45 
pooze innocent lambe in ſacrifice, And faz that the bearer „ 


ge Hal make you under tand the reſt by mouth( whom it map 5 
| pleaſe 
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ceꝑleaſe vau to credite as mine owneſclfe) I will make an 
ce ende ol my heauie letter. Beſeeching God to giue a good 
c lite vnto pou, and to mee an honozable death. 

The letter cloſed and ſealed vp with the ſeale of ß Du⸗ 
cheſſe, ſhee commaunded Emilia to deliuer it to Appian, # 
to require him tovſe diligence, not ceaſing to ride dap and 

night vntil he come tothe place where they left the knight 
Mendozza, giuinge charge to make him viderſtande (at 
length) her innocencie and falſe accuſation, Appian being 

22 diſpatched, was ſo affected to pleaſe his maiſtreſſe, and ſo 
3 deſtrous to ſee her deliuered of her impꝛiſonmente, as hee 
5 ceaſſed not ta trauaile dap and night, till he came within p 
Frontiers of Spaine. And after that he had riddẽ pet two 
oꝛ thꝛee dayes iournep:appꝛoching nere the place wher he 
thought to find the knight Mendoza, he began to inquire 
of the hoſt of the Inne where be lapethat nigbte, as well of 
bis good health, as of his other aftayzes, who? made him 
aunſwere, that it wente euen ſo eutil with him at that pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, as with þ poozeſt gentleman of al Spaine. Although 
cc that he were in deede a very great Lozde, Foꝛ (quoth hee) 
cc within theſe kew monethes paſt,his ennemies of Tolledo, 
ce whom he hath diuers times vanquiſhed, baue lo wel allied 
cc themlelues together out of al partes of Spaine, that they 
ec haue bꝛought a great armie to the field And Foꝛtune of 5 
14 c warre hath been lo fauourable vnto them, that they diſcos 
a cc fited Mendozzaand all his armic.Whohath retired him: 
ot cc ſelfe, with thoſe few of his people that hee could ſaue aliue, 
ec into a litle towne of his, where yet to this pꝛeſent he is be⸗ 
cc ſieged. And ſo it is (as enerp man ſayth)p he doth his ende⸗ 
«c your maruellouſlie well, in ſuch ſoꝛt as his enne mies cãnot 
ec enter the towne, Maſter Appian then demaunded of him, 
if the towne beſieged were farre ok. And he anlwered, that 

it was about vii.oꝛ viii.poaſtes. Then withoute making as 
ny longer inquirie, he toke à guide that accompanied him 
euen almoſte to the campe. And when he ſawe the 55 

a karre 
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a karre ok, he ſent the guide backe againe, & went the ſame 
paye, to offer his ſeruice to a certaine Captaine of lighte 
hozſemen, who receiued him into wages, e then he bought 
armour to ſerue his purpoſe. And Maiſter Appian beſids 
his learning was a wile and polliticke man, and determi- 
ned ſo ſone as any ſkirmiſhe did begin to be foꝛmoſt, and in 
deede he vſed the matter lo well, as hee ſuffred him elke to 
be taken pꝛiſoner and to be caried intothe towne. And be- 
ing within. he deſired thoſe that had taken him, to conduct 
him to the Loꝛde of Mendoza their Chieftaine. TAboe 
knew him by and bp, foꝛ that in the voyage which the Dus 
chelle made into Spaine, be ſaw him euer moze neere her, 
then any other or her gentlemen, And after that the Lozd 
of Mẽdozza had demaũded of him by what meanes he ens 
tred the towne. Upon his aunſwere, he perceyued that hee 
was a man of good experience, and well aſtected to the ſer⸗ 
uice of his Maiſtres, that durſt hazard his life in ſuch wiſe 
to obey her deſire. Incontinently maiſter Appian deliue⸗ 
red vuto him ÿ Ducheſſe letter. Which when he had read, 
he retired into bis chamber with maiſter Appian, hauing 
his face all bedewed with teares. And becauſe that the lets 
ter did impoze credite,he payed maiſter Appiã to declare 
bis charge. MA ho ſaid vnto him. My Lady the Ducheſſe 
which is at this day the moſt afflicted Pꝛinceſſe vnder the 
coape of Heauen, commendeth herſelke vnto pour honour, 
and doth bumbly beſeech you not co be offended foꝛ that at 
her laſt being in Galiſia, ſbee departed withoute accompli⸗ 
ſhing her pꝛomiſe made vnto pou. Pꝛavinge you to impute 
the kault vyon the impoꝛztunitie of the Duke her huſband. 
Whom being conſtrained to obep, ſhe could not ſatiſfye the 
good will that ſhe bare vnto pou Then he began to declare 
in oꝛder howe the Earle of Pancaher fell in lone with her, 
and not beinge able to obtaine his diſire , cauſed his Me⸗ 
phew to hide him under her bedde: and how hee hav flatne 
lum with his owne hanzes . Finallye, the impziſonmente 
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ok the Ducheſle, and the iudgemente ginen againſte her. 
Wherat þ Lozdof Mendozza was greatly aſtonned. And 
when hee had heard the whole diſcour ſe, hee began to con⸗ 
teiue ſome euill opinion of the Duchelle. Thinkinge it to 
be incredible, that the Earle of Pancalier woulde ſo foꝛget 
bimſelfe, as to murder his owne pꝛoper Nephewe and a- 
dopted ſonne,to be reuenged ok aſcely woman. Neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe, he diſſembled tat which he thougbte, in the pꝛeſence 
«* of Hailer Appian, and ſaid vnto bim. Appian my frende, 
© ik mine aduerſe Foꝛtune did not ſpeake ſufficiently foz me, 
3 could tel thee here a long tale ot my miſeries. But thou 
. leeſtinto what extremitie Jam pꝛeſentlp reduced, in ſo2te 
„ that Jamvtterlye vnable to ſuccour thy maiſtreſſe, I mp 
< ſelfe ſtil attending the houre of death⸗And all the pleaſure 
© which pꝛeſentlye J can do fo? thee, is to ſet thee at libertie 
ce fromthe perill pꝛepared fo2 vs. And without longer talke, 
bee cauſed a hot ſkirmiſheto be giuen to his enemics,to ſec 
Appian at large: who being iſſued foxth,made certaine of 
his men to conduct bim to place of ſuretie. Appian ſeinge 
no way foz Mendozzato abãdon his citie fo2 peril of death 
pꝛepared ſoꝛ him and his, thoughte bis excuſe reaſonable, 
Ano to attempt ſome other koꝛtune, he vſed ſuch diligence, 
as he in ſhoꝛt time was retourned to Thurin, wher hauing 
communicated the whole matter to Emilia, ſbe went ſtraight 
cc to the Oucheſſe, to whom ſhe ſald. Padame God giue you 
ce the grace to be ſo conſtant in pour aduerſities, as pou haue 
cc an occaſton to be miſcontented with the heauy newes that 
cc Appian hath bꝛought you. And then ſhe began to recompt 
vnto her the miſfoztune of Mendozza, þ thzaldome wher⸗ 
unto his enemies had bꝛought him, and fo concluſion, that 
there was na hope of helpe to be expected at bis handes, 
e Unich mhen the Ducheſſe vnderſtoode the cryed out. Oh 
. poo2e vnhaypy woman amongſte all the moſt deſolate and 
*© ſoꝛowfull: Thou mayſt well now lay that the lighte of thy 


* iifefrom hencekozth beginneth to extinguiſhe and growe 
to an 
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to an ende:ſeing,the ſuccour of him,vyon whom depended 55 
th ine aſſluraunce, is denied thee. Ah ingrate knight. Now 55 
knowe Jrigbte well( but it is to late) that of the extreme >» 
{016 which J'did beare thee, ſpꝛong p firſt roote of all mine »» 
cuil, which came not by any accident of Foztune, but from »5 
teleſtiall diſpenſation aud deuine pxouidence of my God. >» 
Aho now doth permit that mine Pipocriſie and counter»->5 
fate deustion ſhall receiue condigne chaſtiſemente fo my 5» 
ſinne. And then Emilia, ſeing her ſo tonfounded in teares, 5 
aid bnto ber. Madame it doth euil become a greate ⁊ wiſe 5» 
Ninteſſe, (as yau hitherto haue euer been reputed) to to- 
mente her ſelfe:ſith that you know howe all the afflictions „ 
which we receiue kram heauen: de but pꝛoues of our fideli⸗ >> 
tie, oꝛ às pour (eife confeſſeth by pour complaintes, to bee 5 
juſt puniſhment foz our ſinnes. Nowe then be it the one oz 5 
the other, you ought to be fozcified againſt the hard aſſault »» 
of pour ſoꝛow. And to remit the whole to p mercie of God, >» 
who ok his aboundant grace, will de liuer pou ot᷑ pour trou⸗ »5 
ble, as be hath done many others when they thought them »» 
ſelues foʒſaken ok all helpe, by cauſinge certaine dzopps of 5 
his pitie to raine down vpon them. Alas deare bart quoth >» 
the Ducheſſe ) hom eaſte a matter it is foꝛ one that is hole, »5 
to tomkaꝑte her that is ſicke. But it thou felteſt my griefe, »5 


5 | 

t thou wouldeſt helpe me tocomplaine. Sa greuous a mat. 5» 
+ terit is vnto mee, with life tolooſe mine honour, And J 
e muſt confeſſe vnto thee, that I ſuſtaine a very cruel aſlault »» 


both againſte death and life, and J cannot either with the 5» 
one 02 with the other, baue peace oz trute in my ſelfe. Ne 5» 
pet do kuowm how to diſſemble my ſoꝛrowe, but that in the 5» 
ende the lame will be diſcouered by thefumes of myne ar- 5» 


at 

g. dente ſighes, which thinking to conſtraine ozxetaine, J do 5» 
Dh Nrothinge els but burie mp ſelke within mine owne bodye: >». 
ny Alluringe tbee, that greater is one d2oppe of bloude that 5» 


hy welteth the harte within, then: all the teares that mape 5»: 
we wvept in the whole like without. here koze I p2ap they. 25 
| 2. lit | leaug. 
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© aue mee a litle tocomplaine my dolo2 , befoze I go to the 
ec plate from whence I ſhal neuer retozne. Emilia, that wil. 
lingly would haue ſacrificed herſelfe ta redeeme the Pun⸗ 
ceſſe from perill, not beinge able anpe longer to endure the 
hard attempte wherewith pitie conſtrayned her hart, was 
foꝛced to goe foxth and to withdzaw herſelfe, into another 
chamber, where ſhe began to lament afcer ſo ſtraunge mae 
ner, as it ſeemed that it had been ſhee that was deſtened to 
death. Mbiles theſe Ladies continued thus in their ſ020- 
wes, the knight Mendozza toke no reſt by day oz nigbt, ne 
ceaſſed continually to thincke vpon the diſtreſſe of the Du⸗ 
cheſle. And after that he had well conſidered the ſame, hee 
accuſed himſelfe fo} kapling ber at that greate neede, ſap- 

ce ing. Now do J well knowe that F am fo? ever hereafter 
ce btterly vn woꝛthp to beare armes,02 to haue the honouras 
ce ble title of knight, ſith the ſame oꝛder was giuen me, wyth 
«{ charge to ſuctour afflicted perſons, ſpecially Ladies. whoſe 
ce foꝛte onely conſiſtechinteares . And pet neuertheleſſe, J 
ce like a caytife) haue ſo hamefullye neglected my dutpe to⸗ 
ge wards the chiefe parſon ofp wozlde, to whom Jam great⸗ 
ce ly bounden, as J die a thouſand times, that dap wherein J 
«c thincke vpon the lame. It beboueth mee then from hence⸗ 
ce foꝛtb to eſtabliſhe new lawes to my deliberation, and that 
c I bzeake the gate of mine auncient rigoꝛ:louing much bets 
cc ter to die in honour, pooꝛe, and diſinherited, than to liue, 
ce pulſſant, vnhappie, and a cowarde. Tlherfoze let foztune 
te wozke her wil. Sichens the Duchelle did fozſake her coũ⸗ 
«c trie, ta come to ſee me in her pꝛoſperitie, I map no leſſe do 
now, but viſite her in her aduerſitie. Pꝛeſled and ſolicited 

in wardlye with this neme deſire, determined whatſoeuer 
happened, to go to her reſcue. And bauinge giuen oꝛder to 
all that was neceſlarp foz the defence of the Citie, putting 
bis confidence in the ft>elitte of thoſe that were within: 
cauſed all his Captapnes to be called befoꝛe him. Whom 
bee did to vaderſfande,how he was determined to go ſecte 
ſuc⸗ 
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ſuccour,toleute the ſiege of bis enemies. Duringe which 
time he conſtituted his nere kiuſman, his liefetenaunte ge⸗ 
nerall, and the nextemozningbefoze the daye appeared hee 
gaue a great alarme to his ennemies, wherein bee eſcaped 
vnknowen. Being mounted vppon a Jenet of Spaine and 
out of daunger. be toke poſt hoꝛſe, and made ſuch expediti⸗ 
on as hee arriued at Lions, where he pꝛoulded the beſte ar» 
mour that he could get fo2 money, and two excellent good 
hozſcs,whereofthe one was a courſer of Naples. And ha- 
uing gotten a certaine vnknowen Page, toke his wape to 
Thurin, where beinge arriued, hee lodged in the ſuburbs, 
de maunding of his hoſt if there dwelt anye Spaniards in 
the towne, whoe made aunſweare, that hee knewe but one, 
which was a good olde religious father, that fo2 the ſpace 
of twentie peares was neuer out of Thurin, a man ot ver⸗ 
tuous lite, and welbeloued of all che Citiʒens, and had the 
charge ofa cextaint conuente. euerthelcſſe his lodginge 
was a parte from his bzethzen; to ſolate himſelfe, and to as 
uoide the intommoditie of his age. The knight hauinge 
learned of bis hoſte the place wber this good father dwel⸗ 
led, went with diligẽce betimes inthe mazning;to ſee bim, 
and ſaid vnto him in» Spaniſh tongue. Father God ſaue 
you Jam a Spantarde comen hitber into this country fox | 
tertaine mine affaires, towardes whom you mighte doe a 
charitable deede, if it woulde pleaſe you to ſuffer mee to 

remapne with you foure o2 fine dayes onelye,crauinge nos 5 
thingeels but lodginge: Foz my ſeruaunte ſhall pꝛouide „ 
fo2 other neteſſiries, whiche the good father willinglye *” 
graunted, muche maruelling at bis goodlye perſonage. 
And whiles che Beruaunte was gone to the towne to 
bye victualls,the good father demaunded of him, of what 
Conntrye in Spaine hee was, which the Knighte francks 
Ive confeſſed. And the father lye man then hauinge his face 
- — ſpꝛente with teares ſayde. Mayſed be the name of 


that he hath inen mee the grace befc2e J dye. to 
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2 © ſee ſo great a Lozdin my pooze houſe, of whom J am both 
©* the ſabiecte and neighbour. And then be begauto tell him 
howe fo2 deuocion he had fo2ſaken his natiue countrey and 
had beſtowed himſelke there, the better to withdzawe him 
from wozldlp vanitie. Neuertheleſſe he ſaid, that he knew 
bis father, his mother, his graundfather.Oeſtringe him 
to vſe his houſe at tommaundement, where he ſhould beo⸗ 
beyed as ifhe were in his owne. And thẽ tbe Loꝛd of Men- 
dozza ſaid vnto him, that he was departed from Spaine, 
of purpoſe to ſee Fraunce, æ there to make his abode fo} a 
time. And p paſſing by Lions one aduertiſed him of the ins 
koꝛtunate chaunce of the Ducheſſe, who if he thougbt to be 
innocent ot the crime wherofſhe was accuſed, he would de- 
fend her to the (heading of che laſt dꝛop of his bloude. Me⸗ 
uertheleſſe he would not hazard his life 02 ſoule, to defend 

ce ber, it he knew her to be guiltie. Which woꝛds þ good man 

ce greatly allowed, ſaying vnto him. My Lozd,conchinge her 
cc innocencie. I beleue there is at this dap no man liuing, but 

«c herſelfe and the Earle, her accuſer, that can iudge. But 

cc one thinge J can well aſſure you,that wee heere, do deeme 

ce her ta be one of the beſt pꝛinceſſes, that euer raigned in this 
cc countrie, ſpecially fo2 that a peare paſte, ſhe went on kgote 
cc to S. James, with ſuche deuotion and humilitie, as there 
ec was no man but pitied to ſee her ſo moꝛtiſted koꝛ her ſoules 
cc bealthe. And to combate with the Earle of Pancalier, you 
ce ſeeme vnto me very yong. Foꝛ belides the continual exct⸗ 
e elle that he hath alwayes had in armes, he is wal eſteemed 
« to be one of the ſtrõgeſt, readieſt # moſt redoubted knights 


t 
cc hand ot God, who can giue it to whom he pleaſech: Thich W » 
4 bee made manifeſt in the pong inkante Dauid, againſt the b 
c monTrous Giante Golias. To whom the knighte aunſwe 
cc ted, Father J baue deulſed a waye how to pꝛouide againſt 
te the ſcruple of my conſcience, touchinge the doubte concey 


ited by mee, whether the combat that J (hall take in ham 
aga inte 
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ggainſt the Earle of Pancalier,be juſt oznot, which is, that „ 
J vader colour of confeſſion, might vnderſtand of the Du- „ 
cheſle, the trouth of the matter. Aud therfoze if you thinke „ 
good, I map cauſe mp bead and beard to be ſhauen,and ap» „ 
parelling mp ſelfe in ſuch habite as you do weare, we two „ 
map eaſely(as Ithinke) with the leaue ol her keepers, go „ 
into the Ducheſle chamber, to ex boꝛt her to pacience: foꝛ „ 
about this time ok the peare, the day is expired. Wherunto ,, 
the good Father without any great difficultie, conſented, 
aſwell fo2 reſpect of his good ʒeale, as fot his reuerent du⸗ 
tie to the nobilitie ofthe ſtock whereof he came. And ſoall 
thinges pꝛouided, they wente together towardes the cas 
ſtel of the Ducheſle. And he that had ſeen the knight Men- 
dozza in his Fryers apparell, would vnethes haue diſcer⸗ 
ned him, to be ſo great a Loꝛde as he was. Foꝛ beſides his 
diſſembled geſtures, x countenaunces, wber with he knew 
right wel bow to behaue himſelfe,he was ſo leane g pooze, 
aſwell fo the care of the battell he loſt, and ouerthꝛowe of 
bis people, as fo themiſhap of the Oucheſle,and the peril 
of bis life at hand, by reaſon of the combate betweene the 
Earle and him, as he reſembled rather a holy S. Hierome, 
moꝛtiſied in ſome deſert, then a Loꝛd, ſo noble and valiaũt 
as he was. Artiued at the caſtell, the olde Father addꝛeſſed 
himſelf to the Guarde and ſayd. Maiſters becauſe the time 
fo) the death ofthe miſerable Ouchelle doth appꝛoche, we 
be come hither to gene her ſuch ſpirituall cofozte,as wher ; 
with God hath inſpired vs, hoping that hee will this daye 
geue vs the grace to induce her to die paciently, to the in- 
tent that by loſſe of p body, her ſoule map be laued. Wher- 
unta they accozded willinglpe, and cauſep the chamber to 
be opened vnto them. They within the chamber went fozth 
incõtinently, thinking that the Gouernour had cauſed the 
good fathers to come to heare the laſt cofeſſion ofthe pooze 
Ducheſle, who was ſo ſozowekull and penlife as ſhe was 
oz ced to kepe her bed: which came very well to paſle. F — 
| the 
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the Knight Mendozza, comming neare vnto her bedde, 

with his face towardes her, ſo counterfapted hym ſclfe as 

he coulde not in aup manner of wyſe be knowen. And the 

good olde father Fryer carieo in a cozner of the chamber a 

far re of, that he might beare none of their talke. And as 

the Love of Mendoza leaned vpon her bedſyde, be ſapde 

vnto her in the Italian tongue, which as ſo familiar ta him 
« as h Spaniſbe. Madame, þ peace of our Loꝛd be with pou. 
c Wherunto the Lady aunſwered . Father why ſpeake pou 
ce of peace, ſithe J am in continuall warre, depꝛiued ofal con« 
cc *entation,and doe but attende the laſt end of my calamttie, 
cc whiche is a moſte cruell and ſhamefull death, without de⸗ 
ce ſert. And then the Lozde of Mendozza, who had conſu⸗ 
ce med the moſte parte of his youthe in good letters, ſaide vn⸗ 
«c her: I bele Madame you be not ignozaunt howe miſeries 
dc and tribulations, fall not bp accident o2 foztune, but by the 
ce pꝛouidence 02 diſpenſation of God, befoze whome one litle 
ce Sparrowe onely is not foꝛgotten, as the Bꝛophete Amos 
ce doth manifeſte vato vs, when he ſayth : There is none cuil 
ce in the Citie that I haue not ſent thither. Mhiche is alſo 
ce àpparaunt in lob, whome the Deuil could not afflicte,be- 
cc foe he had firſt obtayned licence of God , And it is neceſ« 
ce {arpe fo2 you to knowe, that triqulations and affliction bee 
ce tokens of the foze choſen and elected people of God, and the 
ce true markes of our ſaluation. So that if you conſider the 
ce 02der of all che Scriptures, from the beginning of the 
ce wozlde vntpll this tyme, pou ſhall fpnde that they whome 
ce God hathalwayes beſt loued and cheriſhed, he hath com⸗ 
4c maunded to dꝛinke ofthe cup of his paſſion, and tobe moꝛe 
cc affitcted than others : examples whereof be common in the 
4c Scriptnres. As when Abell was afflicted by Caine his 
ce bʒother, 1ſaacbp his bzother Iſmaell, Joſeph by his bit⸗ 
cc then, Dauid by Abſolon his ſonne, the Childzen of Iſrael 
tc (theelccte people of God) by Pharao,TUbiche thinges bes 
tc luge pꝛofoundlye conſidered by Saint Paule, he ſapde. It 
bs we had 
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we had not an other hope in Jeſus Chziſte, than in the lpfe „ 
p:eſent, we might well ſap that we were the moſt miſera» „ 
ble of al others. And pet mozeouer ſaith he, it is litle oꝛ no 55 
thing that we endure, in reſpect of d which Jeſus Chziſte „ 
hath ſuſtered. Who (although he framed the whole wozke „ 
ok the wozlde ) was called the Carpenters ſonne, fo2 pzea» „ 
ching. he was ſclaũdered, he was caried vp to a mountaine 5 
to be thzowen down, he was called Glotton, Ozoukard,lo- 35 
ucr of Publicanes g ſinners, Samaritane, Seducer, Di- 
uell: ſaping, that in the name of Belzebub he did caſt out „ 
Otuels.Butlet vs colider Padame, a litle further, what „. 
thinges were done vnto him, hee was naked toclothe vs, 5 
pꝛiſoner æ bounde to vnbinde vs from the chain of the Dis 3» 
uell, made a ſacrifice to cleanſe vs of all our inward filth, 
we doe ſee that he ſuffred his ſive to be opened, to cloſe vp 5» 
bell from vs, we ſee his handes whiche in ſo comely o2der 5 
made both heauen # earth fo2 the loue of bs, pearced with 3» 
micking nailes, his head crowned W thꝛee ſharped thoznes „ 
to crowne vs with heauenly glozie. Let vs way that by his 5» 
dolour came of iope, our health grew of his inſirmitie, of 3» 
bis death was deriued our life: and ſhould we be aſhamed 5 
to haue our head touched with a fewe thoznes of trouble? 32» 
Strengthen pour ſelf then Madame) in the name of God, 3» 
and make pou ready to receiue death in the name of him p = 
was notaſhamed to indure it fo2 vou. Is his ſtrong hande „ 
any thing weakened? Is it not in him to ouerthzow the fu: 55 
tie of pour enemie, and ſo to humble pour aducrſarte that 5 
be hall neuer be able to be relieued : Pow many pooze af* ,5 
fl:cted perſones haue there bene ſeene to be abandoned of „ 
all ſuccour, whom he hath behelde with his pitifuleye,and „ 
reſtozed to greater eaſe and contentation, then euer they 35 
were in befoze ? Learne then from bencefoꝛte, to tomtoꝛte „ 
our ſelfe in God, x ſay as the great docto2 holp Ignatius „ 
yd in his Epiſtle tothe Romaines, I deſire that the fier, „ 


e gallowes, the beaſtes, x all the toꝛmentes of the D — 5 
1 might 


The Ducheſſe of Sauoie. 


te might exerciſe, their crueltie vpon me , ſa as Imap baue 
<c fruition of my Loꝛde God. And akter that the Knight had 
made an ende of his conſolation, the Ouchelle was ſo rapte 
in contentation, as it ſeemed her ſoule had already taſted of 
the celeſtiall delightes, and would flie euen vp into heaut, 
And then feeling her ſelfe lightened like one that had eſca⸗ 
ped ſome furious tempeſt ok the Seas, ſhe began to cofeſle 
her ſelf vnto him from point to point, withont omitting a- 
ny thing of that whiche ſhe thougbt might greue her cons 
ec ſcience. And when ſhe came to the accuſatſon of the Carle, 
cc ſhe pꝛayed God not to pardon her ſinnes, it ſhe had commit- 
cc ted in deede 02 thought, any thing contrarie to the dutie of 
cc mariage,erceptit were one diſhoneſt affection that ſhe had 
cc bozne toa knight of Spaine, whom vnder pꝛetence of a fai⸗ 
cc ned deuotion, ſhe had viſited in @papne , not committing 
cc any thing ſauing good will whiche thee bare vnto him. 
c Thich maketh me thinke (quod ſhe) that God being mos 
c ned againſt mpne hipocriſie, hath permitted this falſe ac» 
cc cuſatiũ to be rayſed againſt me by the Earle of Pancalier, 
cc whiche J will paciently ſuffer, ſithe his will is ſo. Per con» 
cc feſſion finiſhed, ſhe plucked of a ritche Diamonde from her 
cc finger, ſaping. Good father, albeit Jhaue heretofoze bene 
cc à riche Pꝛinceſſe as pou kuowe, pet nowe myne ennc mies 
«c haue taken a waye all my goodes from me(this Diamond MW ch 
cc extept) which mp bzother the kyng of Englande gaue me, 
ce when J was maried to the Ouke of Sauoie. And becauſe 
cc I can not other wiſe doe pou good, J\geue it vnta vou, pꝛay⸗ 
ic ing pou to remember me in pour pꝛaper s, and to ke pe it fot 
et my ſake . Foꝛ it is of a greater pꝛite then you thinke, and 
cc map ſerue one daie to ſupply the neceſſitie of your conucnt; 
c The confeſlion.ended and the Diamond receiued,thetweo 
ce kriers retourned home to their cõuent. And ſo ſone as they 
6c Were attiued there, the Loꝛde of Mendozza ſayde vnto 
cc hym. Father, nowe doe J knowe certainly, that this pooze Nhe 
& woman is innocent, where foze J am reſolued to wo hat 
, ber lo 
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ber lo long as life doth laſt. And J feele my ſelfe ſo touched „ 
and pꝛeſſed in mynde, as J thinke it long till be at the cd» „ 
bat. Wherefoze I pꝛape you if it chaunce that Foztune be „„ 
contrary vnto me, alter my death, make it to be openly kno⸗ „ 
wen what Jam, and chiefly that the Oucheſle may under „ 
{tande it, fo ſpeciall purpoſe, And iłit foꝛtune that Jeſca- zz 
pe with like ( which can not be but by ÿ death of the Earle) „ 
be lecrete vnto me in theſe thinges which J haue declared „ 
vnder the vaple of confeſſion. The good father pꝛomiſed ſo 25 
to doe. And hauing paſſed all that day and night in pꝛaiers 
and ſupplications, he armed himſelke, and made ready his 
courſer. And when the dawning of the dape began to ap⸗ 
peare, he went in his armour tothe gates of the Citie, and 
calling one of the Guar de, he ſapd vnto him. Good fellowe „ 
J pꝛape thee bidde the Counte of Pancalier to prepare bim „ 
ſelke, to mainteine the falſe accuſation, which be bath falſe⸗ „ 
ly foꝛged againſt the Ducheſſe of Sauoie. And further tell „ 
him, that there is a knight here, that will make him to de⸗ „ 
nie his hoꝛrible vilanp befoze hee parte the ſielde, and will „ 
in the pꝛeſence ot althe people cut out that periured toung, „ 
which durſt cõmit ſuch treaſon againſt an innocent Pꝛin⸗ ,, 
telle. This matter was in a moment publiſhed chzoughout 
all the citie, in luch ſozte, as pou might baue ſene the chur⸗ 
ches fult of men æ women, pꝛaying to God koꝛ the redemp⸗ 
tion ok their maiſtreſſe During the time that the Guarde 
had done his Ambaſſage, the Lozd of Mendozza went tos 
wardes the piller where the accuſation was wꝛitten, at⸗ 
tending when the accuſer ſhould come koꝛth. The Carle of 
Pancalier àduertiſed hereof, began incontinently to feelea 
tertaine remoꝛſe of conſcience, which inwardly gript bym 
lo nere, as he endured a toꝛment lyke tagery death. And 

eing vnable to viſcharge himſelf therok, would willingly 
haue wiſhed that he had neuer attempted the diſhonour of 

he Lady. Neuertheleſl: that he might not ſeeme llacke in 


hat he had begonac,he tent woozve to the * be 
ould 
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ſhould wꝛite his name vppon the Piller, to whome Men. 
dozza-made auuſwere, that he might not know his name, 
but the combat he would make him feele befoze the daye 
went downe. The Earle of Pancalier , made difficultie of 
the combat, if firſte he knewe not the name of hym with 
whom he ſhould haue to doe. The matter well adviſed, it 
was clearely reſolued by the Judges, that p ſtatutes made 
no mention of the name, andtherefoze he was not bounde 
ther eunto, but that the Natute did expzeſiye favour the de⸗ 
fend ant, geuing vnto him the election of the armour, and 
ſemblablie it was requiſite that the per ſone accuſed, ſhould 
be bꝛought foꝛth in the pꝛelence of the twoo Champions, 
Which thi. es vnderſtauded by the Earle, albeit that he 
truſted not his quarell, yet making a vertue of neccſlitie, g 
not.vnlcarned in the oꝛder of ſuch conflictes,fozthwith ar⸗ 
med hymlelfe, and came into the place ozdapned foz the 
campe , where he founde his enemp armed, in a black ar» 
mour, in token of mourning . Immediatlp after, they ſent 
fo the Oucheſle, who ignoꝛaunt of the matter, wondered t 
much, when ſhe vnderſtode that there was a knight in the We 
field all armed in black, ſeming to be a noble man, that p20 m 
miſed ſome great matter by bis dexter itie and bolde coun⸗ 
tenaunce, æ would alſo mainteine againſt the Earle of Pi. 
calier, his accuſation to be faiſe , The pooze Ouchelle then 
not being able to imagine what be ſhould be,greatly trow 
bled in mind, and comming foꝛth of the Caſtel, was condu 
cted in a litter couered with black cloth, accompanied tit 
moꝛe then two hundzeth Ladics and damſels, in ſemblabli 
attire, vnto the place, wbere the Judges, the people and thin 
two Knightes were, who did but attend ber coming, An 
afcer they had wayted her going vp to a litle ſtage oda ine 
fo2 that purpoſe, the Deputies, fo2 the aſſurance of p can 
pe, demaunded ok her theſe wozdes,ſaping Madame, Fo 
that you be accuſed of adulterie by che Earle oł Pancalid 
here pꝛeſent, and the cuſtome requireth that ycu * ſent 

nigh 
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Knight within the peare and dape, by fozce of armes to 5» 
trye your right: are you determined to — that is 5» 
here pzeſent,#torepoſe pour ſelfe vpon him, both fo2 pour »» 
fault and innocencie : The Ducheſle aunſwered, that ſhee »5 
committed all her right into the mercie of God, who knew 55 
the inwarde thoughtes of her harte, and to the manhode of 5» 
the Knight, albeit ſhe thought that ſhe had neuer ſeen him. 5» 
And when ſhe had ended choſe woozdes, ſhe fell downe vp⸗ 
pon her knees, then lifting vp her eyes all blubbercd with 
teares towardes heauen, ſhe pꝛaped . O Loꝛde God which 2 
art tbe very beritie it ſelf,and knoweſt the bytterneſſe that *2 
Ifele in my harte, to fee myſelf falſely accuſed, ſhew koꝛth ?» 
now the treaſure of thy grace vpõ me wꝛetched Pꝛinceſſe. 22 
Aud as thou diddeſt deliuer Suſanna from ber trouble, & 
ludith from Holofernes, deliuer me from the hande of a ?? 
Tuaunt. Cho like a Lion hitarie foꝛ my bloud, deuoureth ?2 
both myne honour & life. And hauing made an ende of her 
paper, hee remained vnmoucable as if hee bad bene in a 
traunce. And nowe the knight Mendoza, offended to ſee 
the Earle to pzaunce his hozſe vp and downe the campe, 
making bim to vaut and leape, with a countenaunce very 
furious ſapd vnto hym. Traptour Counte, becauſe J am „ 
certapne that the accuſatio which thou haſt foꝛged againſt „ 
his Pꝛinceſſe, is inuented by the greateſt villany of the 5, 
wazid, Ido maintaine here befoze al the people, that thou zz 
jaft falſelp accuſed her, and that thou lieſt in thy Thzote, „ 
n all that thou haſt contrined agatnlk her, and that thou „ 
haſte deſerued to bee put into a ſacke, to bee caſte into the „ 
Aluer for the murder that thou haſte committed vppon 5 
)y Mephewe, the innocent bloud of whom, doth nowe crie 3, 
N vengeance to be taken fo? thy ſpnne befoze God. And „, 
carce had he made an ende of his woo2pes, but the Earle zz 
unſwered him with a marueilous audacitie Infamous 55 
lla, which hideſt thy name fo? fcare leſt thy vices ſhould 2, 
kao wen thou arte nowe kaulp deceined by thinking to , 
warrant 
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ce warrant her, who hath offended againſt the Ouke her 
« huſbande, by her whozedome and adulterie. And foz that 
ce thou haſt parled ſo pzoudly,and wilt not be knowen, J can 
ce not otherwyle thinke but pthou art ſome one of ber Nul⸗ 
cc ftans, And therefoze J doc mainteine , that thou thy ſelfe 
cc yoeft lie, andthat thou deſerueſt to be burnt in the ſame fire 
cc with her, oꝛ els to be dzawe with foure hoꝛſes by the creſle 
cc pathes of this towne, to ſerue foꝛ an example in the woꝛlds 
ce to come, not onely fz all ſaſciuious Ladics and Damlels, 
ce hut alſo foꝛ ſuch abhominable whozemongers, as be lyke 
cc thy ſelfe, Incontinently after, the Darraulde of armes bes 
gan to make the accuſtomed crie, and the Ruightes to put 
their Launces in their reſtes, thep let run their boꝛſes with 
ſuch violence, as topning together their ſhieldes , their bo⸗ 
dies & heads, they bzake their ſlaues, cuen to their Gaitt: 
lets, ſo roughly, as they fel both downto the ground with 
out loſing, neuerthe leſle the raines of che bzidles But the 
heate of the harte, and deſire to vanquiſhe, made them rea 
dily to get vp againe, and hauing calf away the troncheons 
of their ſtaue s, lapd handes on their lwozdes, and there be⸗ 
gan ſo ſtraunge and cruell a ſturre betwene them, as they 
which were thebeholders were aftrighted toſee them able 
to endure ſo much. Fo2 they were ſo fleſhed one vppon ano 
ther, and did ſo thicke beſtowe their ſtrokes without bzeo 
thing, as the lookers on confeſſed neuer to haue ſeene any 
combat in Piemonte betwene twoo ſingle perſons, ſo fut 
ous, no better followed then that ok the Earle and of the 
knigbt Mendoza. But the Spaniſhe knight encouraged 
with the Juſtice ok bis quarell, & the re warde of his figh 
ſeemed to redouble his fozce. Foz euen when euerp ma 
thought that power muſt nee des fayle him, it was 5 bot 
wherin he did beſt behaue himſelfe. Fn ſich ſoꝛt, as his en 
my not being able any lõger to ſuſtein his puiſſaũt ſtrokes 
being wounded in diuers partes of his bodye, did nowe! 
moze but defeude himſelfe, and beare of the blowes whi 
We wel 
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were beſtowed vpon hym without intermiſſion. Mhiche 
the Spaniſhe Knight perceining deſirous to make an ende 
of the combat, made ſo full a blowe with all his foꝛce vpon 
the top o khis helmet , as he wounded his head verp ſoze, 
Wherewtthall the harte of the Earle began very muche 
to faint, and ſtaggering here and there like a dꝛonken man 
02 troubled in his ſenſes, was tonſtrapned to fall downe 
from his hozſe. And then the Loꝛde of Mendoza diſmoũ⸗ 
ting bim ſelt, and takyng holde vpd the cozps of his ſhield, 
plucked it lo rudely to him, as he onerturned him on his 
other ſyde. Then with the pomell of his ſwoꝛde he did ſo 
ſwetely bumbaſt him, as he made his helmet ta flpe of bis 
head. And ſetting his foote vpõ his thꝛote, made ac though 
with the point of his ſwearde he woulde have killed hym, 
ſaying.Counte,thehoure is now come that thou muſt goe »5 
make an accompt with God of thine vncrouth and treaſon 35 
which thou haſk committed againſt the Ducheile, Ah ſir 55 
knight{e the Earle) haue pitie vpon me, g kil me not J be» 5 
ſeche thee; bekoꝛe J haue a litle bethought me of mp con». 5 
ſtiẽce. Nillaineſꝙ the Spaniard)il I bad any hope of thine »» 
amendemẽt, J would willingly gene thee delap of life. But »» 
being a traptour as thou art, thou wilt neuer cealle to af- 5 
fiicte innotentes. Meuertheleſſe if thou wilt acknowledge 55 
thy fault publikelp, c require pardd of the Duchefle, J wil 5 
willingly leaue thee the co mercy of the Duke, although > 
that ik I did obſerve the rigdur ofthe lawe, J ſhovid cauſe 55 
the pꝛeſently to receive þ payne pꝛepared fo2 the Oucheſle. 55 
To whom he obeied fo2 ſafegarde of his fe, & knecling on 
bis knees befoze the Ducheſſe in the pꝛeſente of al » people 
made a long diſcourſe of his lone towardes her ofthe re⸗ 
pulſe that ſhe gaue him, and that fo2 reuenge, be apded him 
ſelke with his Nephewe, thinking to onerthzowe ber cha⸗ 
ſtitie. Finally, howe he had Azpne his Mephewe, to induce 
the Duke to iudge her to be culpable of the adulterie. And 


then tourning his face towardes the Duchelle, ſapde vnta 
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et her. Madame it behoueth me to cõfeſſe that the lofle of this 
cc one life is to litle to paye the tribute of the cureleſſe faulte 
ce that I haue committed againſt pou, Yet ſithe it is ſo, J be- 
ce ſeche pou by p2eferring pitie and mercy beloze the rigoꝛ of 
ce your iuſtice, you will permit that I map liue pet acertapn 
ce dayes tu make a view ot my life paſt, and to pzouide foz the 
ce ſcruple of my conſcience. Then new iope appzoched to gar⸗ 
niſhe the ſpirite of the Ducheſle, and boch the ſoule and che 
harte began to ſhe we theim ſelues iopkul, in ſuch wyſe, as 
ſhe was a long tyme without power to ſpeake, and did no: 
thing els but ioyne her handes and likte vp her eyes to hea⸗ 

cc yen, ſaping . O Loꝛde God, pꝛapſed be thy holy name, foz 
cc that thou haſt cauſed the bzight beames of thy diuinitie, to 
cc ſhyne vpon the darkeneſſe,ofmy ſozrowfull life, enfozciag 
ce ſo well the mynde of this Traptour the murderer of mine 
ce honour by the pꝛickes of thy rigoꝛous iuſtice, openly toace 
cc knowledge befozeall men, the iniurie that he hath doue 
cc me. And without ſpeaking any moze wozdes,ſhe toꝛned her 
kace fo2 feare leſt ſhe ſhould make him any other aunſwere, 
Tben all the people began to laude and magniſie God, and 

to ſing Pſalmes fo? toye of the deliueraunce of their Ou⸗ 
cheſſe, who was b2ought backe and reconducted into the 
citie, with ſo great triumphe, as if ſhe had made a ſeconde 
entrie. Whileft theſe things were adoing, the deputies fo} 
the ſuretie of the campe , cauſed the wounded Earle to be 
bozne to pzyſon, The knight Mendozza , ftale ſecretly a« 
wape, and after that be had in the next village dzeſſed cer⸗ 
taine ſmall woundes that he had receiued in the combat, be 
toke his way into Spain. In the meane time, tbe Duchelle 
cauſed him to be ſonght foꝛ in euery place, but it was not 
poſſible to know any moze newes of him, than ik he had ben 
neuer ſeene. Whereat being grieued bepond meaſure, ſhee 
made her mone to Emilia, to know wherefoꝛe he ſhould ſo 

ec abſent himſelf fro her. Madame (ꝙ Emilia) he is ſure ſong 
ce French knight, oz els it map be ſome kinlmã of pour own, 
that 
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that is come out ol Eng land into theſe par tes foz.certayne 55 
other affaires. And fearing tcalt he ſhouid bee ſtaied here, 22> 
will not beknowenzreſeruing:the manifcſtation ofhimſelf >> 
till an other tymemote apte fo: his purpoſe. Lec him bee 2» 
what he map bee (ſapde the Ducheſſe) foz ſo long as mp 22 
ſoule ſhall remapne within this bodpe, Jwyll doe hym ho» 22» 
mage during life. Foz the whiche Jam la duelye bounde 2» 
debtour vnto him, as neuer ſubiecte was to his ſoueraigne 22 
Lowe, In this tyme whypleſt theſe matters went thus at 22 
Thurin, the Duke of Sauoie, the Lieutenant generall foꝛ 
the king againſt the Almames, encountring with bis ene⸗ 
mies in a ſkirmithe , by foztune- was flapne. Whereof the 
king of England being aduertiſed, and ſpectally of the de⸗ 
liuerie of his ſpſter , deſirousto haue her about bym, ſente 
foʒ her to martie her agayne, and to leaue vnto her the tu⸗ 
tier gouernement ok his houſholde. And to gratiſie her at 
ber firſte arriuall, he gaue the rule of his daughter vnto 
ber, whiche was of the age of lixtene o2 ſeuentene peares, 
with whome by certapne meanes there was a mariage 
pꝛactized fo} the Pzince of Spapne. | 
Let vs now leaue the Ducheſſe to liue in honoz wich her 
brother, c retozne we to the Lozde of Mendozza, who be- 
ing arriued nere vnto his citie, vnderſfode incontinently 8 
they which had beſtedged it bad leuied their cãpe. Foz that 
they ofthe towne had ſa well done their endeuour, as not 
onely their enemies were not able to enter: But alſo they 
had ina certain ſkirmiſhe taken the Loꝛd Ladolpho their 
Chieftaine pꝛiſoner, who was pet to that pꝛeſent detained? 
becauſe meanes were made fo2 peace to be concluded on al 
ſides, Neuertheleſſe they durſt doe nothing without hym, 
CUhereat the Lozde of Mendozza, bepng replenyſhed 
with greate iope to ſee his aſtaires pzoſper ſo well in all 
partes entred the citie. And the articles of the peace come 
munitated vnto him, hee founde them verie p2ofitable foz 


him, And being concluded F appꝛoued by him, he began to 
Aa ii. ſolace 
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ſolace himſelfe in bis owne houſe , without taking care fo; 
any thing laue onelp from thencefoth to thinke by what 
meane he might goe to ſee the Oucheſle , and recount vnto 
her the iſſue ol his affaires. But Foztune pꝛepared hima 
moꝛe readie occaſion than be thought of. Foz the kyug of 
Spaine being aduertiſed of certaine talkes chat had bene 
bzuted ofthe mariage of bis ſonne with the daughter of j 
king ok Eng lande, determined with lpeede, to ſend a great 
companie of noble men thyther, to demaunde his daughter 
in mariage Df the which the Lozde of Mendozza, as weſ 

fo2 his nobilitie, as fo2 the knowledge he had in languages, 
and other good diſciplines, was elected chiefe, with ſpeciall 
cõmiſſion to accoꝛde the mariage in caſe it ſbould ſo plcaſe 
the kyng . The Ambalfadouts vled ſuche expedition, that 
theparriued at London where the kinge fo2 that pzeſente 
made his abode, Who aduertiſed-of their comming , gaue 

commaundementto the Pꝛinceſle his daughter,and tothe 

Ouchelle his lifter , to pꝛepare them ſelues to recepue a 
great companpe ok Lozves of @papnec , whiche that dape 
would come to his Coutte to treate of the afozeſapde mas 
riage. And God knoweth ik the Ladies ſpared oughte of 

that, whiche they thoughe might augmente their beautie. 

The king alſo koꝛ bis part, to doe them moze honour, went 
to meete them in perſone, and at their arriuall, gaue them 

a molle friendly welcome. But lodaynly as they pꝛeſented 
them ſelues to doe their reuerence to the Ladies: the Dus 

cheſſe who incõtinently knew the Loꝛd of Mendozza , bee 

gan ſo to deteſte him, as ſhe was not able to rule her ſelfe, 

but ( with a ſodapne mutation of colour ſhe abandoned the 

companie. TheLozde of Mendozza, knowpng the ois 

ginall ofher griefe, lefte not his dutie vndone towardes 

the Pzinceſſe , and other Ladyes whyche accompanied 

her, diſſembling to haue taken no regarde to the abſence 

of the Ducheſſe . And Emilia, who bad followed ber mi! 

ſtreſſe into the chambze, fearpnge leaſte there were ſome 

x ſodayn 
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ſodaine miſchaunce happened, demaunded ofher,wherfoze 
ſhe was retired from a company ſo honourable:and ſayd 5ᷣ 
ſhe did great wꝛong to her owne eſtimation. To whom the 
Duchelle(with extreme choler)made aunſwere.Why E- 55 
mila, thinkeſt thou that I haue the harte to ſuffer my hand 22 
to be kiſſed, by that moſte trayterous and moſte cowardly »» 
knight of the wozld, who made no conſcience co abandone 2» 
me in the greateſt neceſſitte of my life: where as J contra» 5» 
ry tothe dutie of all the lawes of honour , and contrary to? 
myſere ,dio ſo muche abaſe my ſelfe , as to viſite hym in 5» 
Spapne. JNaye rather mp dapes ſhall ceaſſe their courſe, 2» 
than mpne affection ſhall euer reuiue in him: Me ſhall ne⸗ 2» 
her receive any other fauour ok me, but as ok his meſt cru- 5» 
at ell and moꝛtall enemp. And then Emilia ſmiling, ſapd vn- 55 
ite to ber. In good earneſt Madame, J thought that the ſhar- » 
ue peneſſec ok pour impꝛiſonement, with the other tozmentes 2» 
the I paſte, whiche you indured, might haue put all theſe mat» 5» 
ca ters quite in obliuion, and woulde ſo haue mortified you, 22» 
ape that you had wholly loſt all deſire of reuenge. But ſo karre 2» 
na. as {can perceiue, Jam deceiued of mpne accompte, ſepng 2» 
e of that ſodapnly ſo ſoone as you behelde the knight Mendoz- 5» 
tit · ¶ 2a, you began to flie, as if pour ghoſtly enemy had come be- 22 
bent foze you, in his moſte hideous #hozrible foꝛme. Pet coulde 2» 


bem Þ not Emilia perſwade ber, to ſhewe her ſelfe abzoade befoze 
ted dynner, tyll the king ſent fo2 her, with wooꝛde that ik ſhe 
Ou came not, he would himſelke ketche her. And then a little 
be: ſhamekaſt colouc, began to renew her Alavlaſter checkes, 
ſelke, J whiche rendꝛed her ſo ruddye and fapꝛe, as the Spanpards 


onkeſſed, neuer to haue ſeene in any parte of the wozlde, 
e on; where they bad bene, one ſo fayze and beautifull a wydow, 
des Che tables couered fo; dynner, the king tooke his place, 
anied Wand for their mo2e honourable entertaynement,cauſed chẽ 
ſence Ito be ſet at his owne table: and made the Loꝛde of Men- 
er m'Bdo2:za, to be placed right ouer againſt the Ducheſſe bis 
lome iner: 22tho was ſo inflamed and moued with choler , as 
,odapl Aa tit. ſz 
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ee duſte not lifte vp her eyes fo? feare leaſt vpon the ſo⸗ 
dapne ſhe ſhould bee percepued 2 TWhiche epes ſparkeling 
ſometpmes with greate y2e , reſembled pꝛoperlpe twoo 
ſtarres ok che night,that ſhoote fozth their bzightneſſe vp 
the earth, when all thinges be in ſilence, And all this tyme 
the-Lozde of Mendozzaconcepued ſuche pleaſure at theſe 
pzetie topes, as he would not haue chaunged his top foz the 
beſt citie in all Englande. And as the Ducbeſſe in this 02+ 
der did firmely fixe her eyes, ſbee ſawe by Foꝛtune a ryche 
Diamonde that Mendozza ware vpon his finger, wher⸗ 
upon hauing ofteutymes caſte her epes, ſhe ſodapnly knew 
that it was the very lame that thee had geuen to the good 
Father that confeſſed her at I hurin , the dape be foꝛe ſhee 
was leadde to the Biller, and began then to imagine with 
her ſelke, how it might be that he could come by the ſame, 
And not knowing wbat to ſape immediatly after ſhee had 
dyned, and the tables taken vp, he cauſed Maiſter Appian 
ber Phiſtician to be called vnto her: whome ſhe deſpzed to 
know of the Loꝛd of Mendozza,by what meanes he came 
by the Diamonde that he ware vpon his finger. Mhiche 
Appian did. And after he had talked with the knight of cer 

cc taine common matters, he ſapde vnto bym. Py Loꝛde, pou 
ce haue a very fayze Diamonde there, whiche as J thiuke,J 
cc haue ſcene befo2e this tyme, wherefoze Sir J p2aye you tel 
ce me where you had it. To whome the Loꝛde of Mcndozza 
cc anſwered in laugbing wiſe.Paiſter Appian, where J had 
cc the ring. is to ſecret fo2 you to know, but tell my Lady the 
ce Duchelle,that the knowledge tbereok onelp appertapn:th 
cc vnto her. hiche aunſwere Appian declared to the Dus 
tc cheſſe. And albeit that ſhe tooke no great pleaſure in the 
Aunſwere: Yet neuertheleſle very deſy2ous to vnderſtande 
the truth, ſhe repap2ed to the Knight which the ſame time 
walked alone in a Gallerie, who after he had kyſſed her 
handes, began to diſcourſe of bis foztunes paſt, declaring 
vuto her, that he repented , of theirefuſall that he made to 
Paiſter 
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Maiſter Appian foz her ſuccour, and howe within awhile 
akter he rode to Thurin: adding the deviſe whereby hee 
had heard her confeſſion ; and howe the Diamonde came 
into his bandes, putting her in remembꝛaunce from woꝛde 
to woꝛde, ok all his talke with her, during the tyme that he 
was in Friers weede, then finally his victozie againſt the 
Earle, his ſecrete flyght,and all the whole as befoze hath 
bene declared. Whereat the Oucheſle no leſle abaſhed thi 
rapt top and admiration, fel downe in a ſwoune betwene 
his armes «holding her mouth fo faſte cloſed againſt his, 
that it ſeemed ſhe would dꝛawe the ſoule out of his bodpe, 
to ioyne and vnite with hers, And after ſhe had remapned 
a whyle inthis traunce , ſhee cried out, O pooze harte ſo „ 
long tyme plagued. Mhiche haſt fo2 the ſpace of a peare „ 
nowe paſſed , bene toſſed with ſo many tempeftes and dis „ 

uers aſſaultes of Foztune, Receiue at this pꝛeſent the me- „ 

dicine apt fo2 thy health, ſithens thou eniopeſt him betwene „ 

thine armes, that by the pꝛyte of his blood, valiant foꝛte, & „ 

extreme trauailes, hath rapſed thee from death to life. Let „ 
Foꝛtune from hence foꝛth doe her will in that ſhe is able to ,, 

deuiſe againſt me. And pet wyll J foꝛ this oncly benefite, „ 

confeſſe my ſelfe this daye to be eternally bounde vnto her. ,, 
Madame (quod the Knight) J pꝛape pou let vs not renewe „ 
the memoꝛie ok our fozmer grietes:wherein if by any mea - „ 
ne, I baue done pou goed, I was but the oꝛgane oz inſtru⸗ „ 
mente thereok. Foꝛ God, who is the righter of all wꝛong, ,, 
did neuer ſuffer Juſtice without his due acquitall, howe ,, 

long ſo euer he taried. So (pou not beyng in anp wplecul» „ 
pable) if J had neuer enterpꝛyſed the combate whereunto ,, 
J was bounde: Dur Lozde God would haue rayſed ſome ,, 

other to achieue the ſame. Mell then my Lozd(@ the Du - „ 
cheſſe) ſithens it pleaſeth you not, that Jrenewemp do» ,, 
lours paſt, which haue taken ende by pour meane :J ſhall ,, 
humbly beſeche pou to excuſe mee, if this daye J have not „ 
geuen you that honoar and govd entertainement whiche „ 

| Aa iift, you dg» 
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c« you deſerued: Alſur ing you that befoze pou ſhall departe 
ce this countrep, Iwyll make pou amendes accozding vnto 
pour owne diſcretion. Yavame (quod the knyght) fo? all 
ce the wꝛonges that euer you didvnto me,(ifthey may be cal⸗ 
cc led monges(the curteſie, fauour and gencleneſle which al- 
<< readie J haue received, doth at one inſtant requite and res 
© compence. Neuertheleſſe if it map pleaſe you to recepus 
cc mefo2 your ſeconde huſbande, ſithe it hath pleaſed God to 
ce call your firft out of this lyfe into an other: that is and ſhal 
ce bee the fulneſle of all the kelicitie that I looke foz in this 
c wozlde My Loꝛde Mcndozza,ſapd the Ouchelle) the res 
ce compence whiche you demaunde of me, is very little in re- 
ce ſpect ofthe amendes and ſatiſfaction whiche J oughte ta 
© make pou. But of one thing J can well affure pou, that if J 
cc had the whole woꝛld at my commaundement, and that J 
c were the greateſt Pꝛince ſe of the eartb, in all kinde of be⸗ 
cc auties and giftes of grace, I would willingly ſubmitte mp 
<< ſelf vnto pou, in conſideration of your wozthinelle , & beue⸗ 
cc fits beſtowed vpon me with lo willing a minve,as pꝛeſent⸗ 
c [py J do pelde vnto your requeſt. And J mult nedes cofeſle, 
c that J am now greatly bounde to Fo2tune, that Hath deli⸗ 
c uered me into pour handes, from whome Jhope neuer to 
cc he ſeuered, ſo long as my ſoule (hall reſte wirhin my body: 
ce being pꝛedeſtinated as J beleue , to no otber ende: but to 
e ſerue and obey you. And as they thought to make a longer 
diſcourſe of thetr talke, Emilia told thẽ, that the king was 

in counſell, and that the other Lozdes of Spaine attended 

- bis comming. Tho with his company, being come bekoze 
the king,# hauing done their reuerence vnto him, he begã 
to declare his charge, and how they were of purpoſe ſente 

to his maieſtie, in the behalle of the king of Spainc, to de⸗ 

- maunde the Lady his doughter in mariage,fo2 his ſonne þ 
Hinte of Spain: which head choſen aſwel to baue bis al⸗ 
[fatnce(a matter by him only deſtred)asfo2 the beautie and 


good grace, fo the which ſhe was ſpecially n, 
nd i 
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And ik ſo bee, he had willed to ha ue choſen his matche els 
where,p there was not at that dap, any Pyfnce in al Euro- 
pa, that woulde not willingly haue accozdedvnto him. To 
0) om the king auuſwered. Py frendes, Ifecly mp lelfe fo '? 
much honoꝛed, fo2 that it hath pleaſed the king to lend bn: ?? 
to me, as if he had not pꝛeuẽted me, had thought to haue? 
ſent vato him fo2 the lame purpoſe. And albeit that, herein “ 
e hath vanquiſhed me in ciuilitie and courteſie:pet J will ?? 


not kaile ik can to ſurmount him in amitie. Foz he hath ?? 


bound me during life, in ſuch wiſe,as he and my Loꝛd his 


| ſonne,map boldly vaunt themſelues,to haue a king of En- ?? 


gland and a realme,from hencefo2th at their commannde« *? 
ment. The martage concluded, the Duchelle diligentlye 
made ſate totalke with þ king alone, to communicate vn⸗ 
to him, the agreement betweene the Lozd of Mendozza x 
her. And percetuing that the king was gone into his cham⸗ 
ber, ſhe went vnto him, and being alone with him, hauing 
her face al bedewed with ceares,kneling,ſhe ſaid vnto him. 
Py Lozd,when J conſider my miſeries paſte, and the cru- ,, 
ell aTaulces that I haue receiued of Foztune , beinge not, 
onely committed to the mercy of a moſte cruell pꝛilon: but ,, ha 
(which is moze) at the very laſt point of a ſhamefull death: „ 
Jam ſo atflicted, that the onely remembzaũce of choſe mt» „ 
ſcries terriſieth me, and cauſeth a certaine extreme bitter ⸗ ,, 
neſſe coriſe in my hart. And when on 5 other ſide, Jthinke „ 
of the greate goodneſſe that Almightie God hath ſhewed ,, 
b1to me, by ſtretching koꝛth his mighty hand ta deliver me ,, 
out of that perill: chieflie to make mee triumphe, ouer the ,, 
death of mine enemy. J feele ſuch comkoꝛte of minde as all „ 
the deligbtes of the wozld, be but griefes, in reſpect of the,, 
lope, pleaſure and contentacton, that Jreceine herein ,, 
nothing offendeth me lo much as hitherto that I haue not, 
acknowledged the benefit receiued of him, who was E lec⸗ * 
ted ok God to be mp delinerer 2 neuertheleſſe ſir, by pour 
onely woꝛd you map both latifie him, and content mee,yea , 
and 
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ce and (as it were)pzolbg the dayes of my life. The king, who 
loued his ſiſter no leſſe than his daughter,ſeing her pitifull 
complainte and teares,and to ſpeake with ſuche affection, 
coke her vppe, and holdinge her by the arme, ſaid vnto her. 

e Deareliſter and frende, if I haue not to this pꝛeſent, ſatil⸗ 
led him that was the cauſe of pour deliueraunce, J canot 

& * be accuſedof ingratitude,fo2 that hitherto J haue not kno⸗ 
©. wen him, ne pet your ſelfe doth knowe what he is, (as pou 
= haue oktentimes tolde me:) But of one thing you maye be 
e aſſured: and Iſweare vnto pou at this pꝛeſẽt, by my Step 
4e fer, that, ſo ſone as J ſhall vnderſtande what he is, J will 
.. ble him in ſuch wiſe, as he ſhall thincke þimſelfe ſatiſfied 
4e ad contented, thougbe it did coſte me the one halfe of my 
kingdome. Fo? the plcafure,which he hath done vnto pou, 

15 bindetb not you alone, but mee allo, to be partaker of that 
e band, both our honours being ioyntiy boũd therunto. Alas 
e mpLozd(ſaidthe Ducheſle)it is the knigbte Mendozza, 
. Chiefe of this Ambaſlade, to whom, if it pleaſe you to giue 
. pour conſent pwe two might mart ie, all auncient bands 
a debtes ſhal remain extinct, ę ſo, by a ſmal reward, vou ſhal 
« teſtoꝑe life to two perſons, almoſt dead, fox p; exceſliue loue 
which one beareth tothe other. And therewithal ſhe begã 
©, to declare to the king,thoziginal and pꝛoceſſe of the whole 
©. diſcourſe. Firſk the voyage of the ſiſter of Mcndozza into 
ie Piemont, ber owne peregrination to S. James, the honeſt 
. amitie betweene ber x Mendozza, the meſſage of maiſter 
Appian to Mendozza, his refuſall of that requeſt, his res 

. tozne after to Thurin, her confeſſion, the Diamonde knce 

: * wen acaine, finally,how all the whole had paſſed betwene 
them, (the counterfaice deuocion to Sainct James onelye 

| reſerued) which koꝛ her honours fake ſhee woulde not tell 
bim. The kinge vnderſtanding this ſtraunge diſcourle, 
was ſo rapte with toye,and appalled with gladneſſe, as hee 
could not ko; a longe time, make any aunſwere, * 
[S 
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his paſſion was moderated, hee ſaid to his ſiſter. But be 4, 
you well aſſured, that hee will receine pou fo2 his wpfes „ 
Yea my Loꝛd (quoth ſhee) I ought well to be afſured of it, „ 
ſnce he bim ſelke hath made the requeſte. And truly(quoth „ 
the kinge) G O D fozbtdde that J ſhould be the cauſe, to ,, 
bꝛeake ſo holy au accozde , Fo2 it the Loꝛde of Mendozza „ 
were inkeriour in qualitie, nobilitp, and goods, than bee is: „ 
pet hath he ſo much done, both fo2 you and mee, as we may „ 
not honeſtlie refuſe him. Powe muche moꝛe then be wee „ 
bounde to him: being a greate Loꝛde as hee is, iſſued of no» „ 
ble and famous families of Spaine, riche in goodes, and „ 
hauinge hazarded his life fo2 the conſeruation of pour ho- 5 
nour : and therewithall ſecketh mine alliaunce. Goe pour „ 
wayes,(dere ſiſter and frend) goe your wayes, make much „ 
ok him. and entreate him, as pou thincke beſte . And when „ 
Jhaue walked two 02 thzee toznes here, J will come vnto „ 
him, to comunicate moze amplie of theſe matters. Scarce , 
bad the Duchelle lepſure to aduertiſe the Lozde of Men- 

dozza of that which was concluded betweene the kinge 

and her, but he came downe into the Hall, where the moſte 

varte of the Dpaniſhe Gentlemen walked, and with a ve⸗ 

ry fopfull countenaunce wente to the knight, To whom 

hee (aide . By Loꝛde Mendozza, IJ pꝛape pou to embꝛace „ 
mee. Fo? ſo farre as Iſee, J haue a better intereſte in pou „ 
than Jthougbt. And the Loꝛde of Mendozza thinking to 

embꝛace him, his knee vppon the grounde,was immediat⸗ 

[ye deſtred to (fande vp, (hom the kinge cleeping aboute 

the necke, laide vnto him, ſo loude as euerpe man migbte 

beare. Sir knigbte, by the GOD ok Deanen, ſince that J 39 
might commaunde in the realme of Englande, J haue not 5» 
entertayned Gentleman, no2 Bꝛinte, to whom J haue bin 3 
moꝛe endebted, thau to you : no2 neuer was there any dea⸗ 35 
rer vnto mee, than you,fo2 the greate gratitude and kinds 35 


ueſſe, wher with you haue boũd me, and wherby J {al not >» 
| from 23 
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ce from bencekoꝛth be ſatiſfied, vntil J haue in ſome thinge. 
& acknowledged the bonde wherein Jam bounde vnto pon 
When hee had ſpoken thoſe woozdes, hee began to declare 
from point to point, in the pꝛeſence of all the aſſemblie, the 
contentes of the whole befoze declared hiſtozie. Therear, 
there was none in all the company,but was greatly aſtott 
ned at the pzudence ol Mendozza, by ſo well diſſembling, 
and accompliſhing ſo great enterpaiſes, without makinge 
them manifeſt. And the king of Englande, commaunded 
that the mariage ok him and his ſiſter ſhoulde be publiſhed 
tbꝛoughe out his realme, that all his nobilitie might beal⸗ 
ſembled. And koz his greater honour, the kinge did from 
thencefozth conſtitute him his bigh Conſtable of Englãd, 
and repoled himſelfe in him, as vppon a firme piller, fo? 
the adminiſtratid of the wayghtieſt affaires of his realme. 
The mariage ſolempnized and conſummate with the Du⸗ 
cheſſe, hee retourned into Spaine, to accompanye the 
Prince into England, whoſe mariage was relebza- 


ted at Lon don, with the king ok Englands 
daughter, in ſuch pompe, and lolempni⸗ 
tie, as ſemblable Pꝛinces be commõ⸗ 
lie accuſtomed to do in ſuch 
like caſes. 


182 


The Counteſſ e of Salesburie 


CAKing of Englande, loued the daughter of one of his 
noblemen, vvhich vvas Counteſſe ot Salesburie, vvho 
after great ſuteto atchieue that he could not vvinne, for 
the entire loue hee bare her, and her greate conſtancie, hee 
made her his Queene and vvife. 


T he. xIvi.None!. 


1115 mma Dis Piſtozie enſuinge, deſcribing the 
| Wie perfect figure ol womanhode, the na⸗ 
f 95 turall qualitie of Loue incenſinge the 
* hartes indifferentlye of all Natures 
— childzen, the liuely Image ofa good 
S37'condicioned Prince, the zealous lone 
ol parentes, and the glozious reward 
— "haſlirie conduceth to her imbzacers, J deeme woz⸗ 
thie to be annexed to the foꝛmer Nouell, wherein as pou 
haue hearde, bee contapned che ftraunge aduencures of 
a fay2e and innocente Ducheſſe. Whoſe life tried like 
gould in the foꝛnace, glittereth at this dape, like a bzighte 
ſtarry Planet, ſhining in the firmament with moſte ſpleu⸗ 
dent bꝛightneſſe aboue all the reſt, to the eternall pꝛayſe of 
feminine kinde. And as a noble man of Spaine, by beate of 
Loues rage, purſued þ louinge trace ofa king of Englãds 
ſiſter:euen ſo a renowmed and moſt victozious Pꝛince(as 
the Auctour of theim both affirmeth ) thozow the furie of 
that paſſion, which (as Apulcus ſayth) in the firite heate is 
but ſmall, but aboundinge by increaſe doth ſet all men on 
— maketh earneſt ſute by diſcourſe of wozdes, to a Lady 
h:rſcife,a Counteſſe, and Carles dougbter, a beautifull x 
faire wighte, a creature intomparable, the wife ok a noble 
man his owne ſubiect: who ſeing her conſtante fozte to be 


impzegnable, akter pleaſaunte lute and milde requeſte, at⸗ 
temp⸗ 
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tempteth by vndermining to inuade, and when with ie ge 
pꝛolixe, hee perceitiech no ingenious deuile cau atchicue þ 
long and painfull wozke, he thꝛeatetb mighte and maine, 
dire aud cruell aſſaultes, to winne and gette the lame, any 
laſte of all ſurrendꝛed into his hands, and the pꝛiſoner crp⸗ 
inge fo2 mercie, he mercifullp is contented to mitigate his 
concepued rigour, and pitifully to releaſe the Lady, whom 
fo2 her womanlpe ſtoutneſſe and coꝛagious conſtancie, hee 
imbzaceth and entertapneth fo2 his owne. This greate 
and woꝛthy king, by the firſt vie we ofa delicate Ladte, tho⸗ 
rowe the ſappe of Loue ſoaked into his noble harte, was 
tranſpozted into manpe paſſions, and rapte with infinite 
pangues, which afterwards,b2edde him greatdiſquietnes. 
$ This woꝛthie Pzince (I lay) who befoze that time like an 
$i Alexander, was able to conqucre and gaine whole kings 
A domes, and made all Fraunce to quake foz feare,at whoſe 
appꝛoch the gates of euery Citie did flie open, and fame of 
bim pꝛouoked ech Frenchmans knee to bowe, whole hel⸗ 
met was made of manhods trampe, and mace well ſteeled 
wich ſtoute attemptes, was by the weakeſt ſtaye of dame 
Natures frame, a woman: (ſhaped with no viſage ſterne oz 
vglie loke) affrighted & appalled, whoſe harte was armed 
with no lethal ſwozd o2 deadly Launce, but with a Cura 
of honour and weapon of womanhode, and foz all his glo- 
£ rious conqueſts, ſhe durſt by ſinguler combat to giue refus 
ſall to bis face. Which ſinguler perſeueration in defence 

of ber chaſtitie inexpugnable, eſclariſheth to the whole 

| flocke of womankinde, the bzighte beames of wiſedome, 
* a vertue, and honeſtie. No pꝛapers, intreatie, ſuplication, 
* teares, ſobbes, ſigbes, oz other like humaine actions, pou⸗ 
* red foꝛth ofa Pꝛinceſſe hart, could withdꝛaw her from the 
be bounds of honeſtie. No pꝛomiſe, pꝛeſent, pꝛactiſe, deuiſe, 
ſute, Freinde, parent, letter, or counſellour, could make her 
to ſtray oute of the limites of Uertie. Mo thzeate, menate, 
5 rigour, care, puniſhmente, exile, terroz, oz other — 
17 could 
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could diuert her froin the ſiege of conſtJcie. In her peuth⸗ 
ly time, till her mariage dap, ſhee delighted in virginitie. 
From ber mariage day during her widow ſtate, ſbe reiop⸗ 
led in chaſtity, The one ſhe conſerued like a hardie Cloelia, 
the other ſhe kept like a conſtant Panthea. This notable 
hiſtozie therfoze I haue purpoſed to make common, aſwel 
fozencouragement of Ladies to imbzace Conſtancie, as to 
imbolden them in the refuſall of diſhoneſt ſutes fo2 which 
if they donot acquire ſemblable honour,as this Lady did, 
yet they ſhall not be fruſtrate of the due reward incidente 
tohonour, which is, fame and immoꝛtall pꝛayſe, Gentle- 
men map learne byche ſucceſle of this diſcourſe, what toꝛ⸗ 
mentes be in Loue, what trauailes in purſute, what paſſi⸗ 
ons like ague fittes, what diſconueniences, what loſte la- 
bour, what plaints, what grieſes:what vnnatural attemp⸗ 
tes be foꝛced. Many other notozious examples be contays 
ned in the ſame, to the greate comfozte and pleaſure, as I 
truſt,of che wel aduiſed reader. Andaſthough the auctour 
of the ſame,perchauncehathnot rigbtlye touched the pꝛo⸗ 
per names of the Aucthours of this tragedie, by perfecte 
appellations:as Edvvard the third fo} bis eldeſt ſonne Ed. 
ward the Prince of Wales (who as J read in Fabian)mas 
ried the Counteſſe of Salesburie, which befoze was Coun⸗ 
teſſe of Kent, and wife vnto fir Thomas Holland:# whoſe 
name, (as Polidore ſapth) was Iane,daughter to Edmond 
Carle of Kent, ot whd þ ſame Pzince Edvvard,begat Ed- 
vvard þdied in his childiſh peres. x Richard h after wards 
was king of England the ſecond of þ name, and fo p ſhee 
was kin to him, was deuozcev, whoſe ſayde father maried 
Philip, doughter to the Earle ok Henault, and had by her 
vii. ſonnes: And Ab lips foz the name of the ſapde Coun: 
teſſe beinge none ſuche amonges our vulgare termes, but 
Froſard remembzeth her name to be Alice, which in deede 
is common amonges vs: and the Caſtell of Saleſburie, 


where there is none by that name , vppon the Frontiers. 
of Scot⸗ 
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of Scotlande albeit the ſame Froſard voth make mention 
ofa Caſtell of the Earle of Salesburies, gtuen vnto him by 
Edvvard the third when he was ſir V Villiam Montague 
and maried the ſaide La dye Alice, foʒ his ſernice and pꝛo⸗ 
weſſe againſt the Scottes:and Roſambui ghe fo Roxbo. 
roughe:and that the ſaid Edvvarde when hee ſaw that hee 
could not by loue and other perſwaſtons attaine the Coſts 
teſſe, but by foxce,maried the ſame Counteſſe, which is al⸗ 
together vntrue, fo2 that Polydore and other aucthozs,do 
remember but one wife that bee had, which was the ſapde 
vertuous Qucene Philip, with other like defaulcs:yet the 
grace of þ Piſtozie fo2 all thoſe errours is not diminiſhed, 
Whercof J thoughte good to gine this aduertiſemente. 
And waptng with mp ſelfe that by the publiſhing hereof, 
no diſhonour can dedounde to the tlluſtre race of our noble 
kinges and Pꝛinces, ne pet to the blemiſhinge of the fame 
of that noble king, eternized fo his victozies and vertues 
in the aficient Annales, Chꝛonicles andWonuments,foze 
ren and domeſticall, (becauſe all natures childꝛen be tbꝛal 
and ſubiecte to the inſirmities of their ficſt parentes,) J 
do with ſubmiſſion humblie refer re the lame, to the iudge⸗ 
ment and coꝛrection of them, to whom it ſhall appartaine. 
Which beinge conſidered, the Nouell doth begin in this 
fozme and oꝛder, 


Here was a kinge of Englande named Edvvarde, 
which bad to his firſt wyfe, p dougbter of5 Coũte 
of Henault, of whom hee had childzen, the eldeſt 
whereof was calledalſo Edvvard, the renowmed 

Hinte of Wales, who beſides Poictiers ſubdued Frech 
men, toke John the French king pꝛiloner, and ſent him ins 
to England. This Edvvardefather ofthe P2ince of Was 
les, was not onely a capitall ennemie ofthe Frenchmen, 
but alſo had cãtinual warres with the Scottes his neigh⸗ 
bours,audſeing himſelf ſo dilquieted on cuery ſide, oꝛdap⸗ 

ned 
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ned fo2 his Lieutenaunt vpon the frontiers of Scotland, 
one of his Captapnes, named V VilliamLozd Möõtague. 
To whom becauſe he had foꝛtiſied Roxborough, & addzeſ* 
ſed many enterpꝛiſes againſt þ enemies, be gaue 5 Earle 
dome of Sarisburie,# maried him honourablie wone of the 
faireſt Ladies of England. Certaine dapes after,Ringe 
Edward ſent him into Flaũder s, in þ companie of p Earle 
of Suffolke, where Foztune was ſo contrarie, as they were 
both taken pꝛiſoners, by the Frenchmen, and lente to the 
Louure at Paris. The Scottes hearing tell of their diſ⸗ 
comſiture, and how the marches were deſtitute of a gouer 
nour,thep ſpeedely ſente thether an armie, with intente to 
take the Counteſſe pziſoner, to raſe her Caſtle, # to make 
bootie ofthe riches that was there. But the Carle ot Sa- 
risburie befoze his departure, had giuen ſo good oꝛder, 5 
their luccelle was not ſuch as they hoped. Fo2 they wer fo 
iinelp repelled by them p wer within, as not able to indure 
their kurie, in ſteede ot making their appzoches,thep were 
conſtrayned to go further of. And hauinge intelligence by 
certaine ſpies, that the king of England was departed fro 
London, with a great ar mie, to come to ſuccour the Coun⸗; 
telle, percepuinge that a karre of, they were able to do litle 
good, they were faine ſhoꝛtly to retire home again to their 
ſhame. King Edward departed from London, trauapling 
by great iourneyes with his armye towardes Sarisburie, 
was aduertized,that che Scottes were diſcamped,and fled 
againe into Scotland. Albeit they had ſo ſpoyled the caſtle 
in manye places, as the markes cane ſuffictente witnelle, 
what their intente and meaning was. And althoughe the 
kinge had thoughte to retourne backe againe vppon their 
retire, yet being aduertiſed ofthe great battrie, and ok the 

hotte aſſault they had giuen to the Caſtell, he went kooth 

n. to viſit the place The Countelſe whole name was AElips, 

ch⸗ nder ſtanding of the kinges comming, cauſing all things 


ap- Na bee in ſo good readineſſe, as the ſhoztneſle of the time 
Bh could 


_ 7 = 


The Counteſle of Farisburie. 


could ſerue,furniſhed her ſelfe ſo well as ſhee could with a 
certaine nomber of Gentlewomen and Souldiours that 
remained, to iſſue foʒth to meete the king, who belides ber 
natural beautie, fo2 the which ſhe was recomended aboue 
ailche Ladies of her pꝛouince, was enriched witb the furs 
niture of vertue and curteſte. TWbtch made her ſo income 
parable,that at one inſtante,ſhee rauiſhed the hartes of all 
the Pꝛinces and Loꝛdes that did behold ber, in ſuch wile, 
as there was no talke in all the armie,but of her graces # 
bertue,and ſpecially of her excellẽt and ſurpaſſing beauty, 
The kinge hauing made reuerence vncoher,after hee bad 
well viewed all her geſtures and countenaunces,thoughte 
that hee had neuer (een a moe goodlier creature, Then 
rapte wich an incredible admiratiou he ſaid vnto her. Ma⸗ 

ce game Coũteſſe, J do beleeue, that ik in this attire and furs 
ce niture wherein you now be, accompanied with ſo rare and 
cc excellente beautie, had beene placed vppon one of the ram: 
<« piers of pour Caſtell,you bad made moze bꝛeaches with þ 
ce {jokes and beames of your ſparkling eyes, in the hartes ot 
e pour ennempes, than they had beene able to haue done in 
ce pour Caſtel, with their thundzing ozdinaunce. The Cole 
© teſle ſomewhat ſhamefaſt and abaſhed, to heare herſelfe ſo 
greatly pꝛapſed ot a Hꝛince ſo greate, began to bluſheand 
taint with roſeall colour, the whiteneſle of her alablaſter 
face. Then lifting vp her baſhlull eyes, ſomwbat towards 
1 king, ſhe ſaid vnto him. My ſoueraigne Loꝛd, pour grace 

c may ſpeake your pleaſure. But Jam well aſſured, thacit 

© you had ſeen thenomber of ſhotte, which by the ſpace of xi. 

_ 4e boures were beſtowed lo thicke as hayle, vpon euery part 
ok p Fort, you migbt baue iudged what good wil ÿ Scots 
did beare vnto mee and my people. And foz my ſelfe Jam 

J aſſured, that if J had made pꝛoufe of that which pou ſave, 

: * and ſubmitted my ſelfe to their mercie,my bodye nowe had 
been diſſolned into duſte. The king aſtonned wyth ſo lage 
and wyle aunlwere z chaunging his minde, went _ 
| the 
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the Caſtell: where after interteignement and accuſtomed 
welcome, he began by litle and litle, to fecle bimſelfe atta⸗ 
ched wyth a newe ſier. Which the moꝛe he laboured to re⸗ 
ſiſt, the moze it inflamed, And keelinge this new mutacion 
in himſelfe, there came into his minde, an infinite nomber 
of matters, balancing betweene hope and feare, ſomtimes 
determining to peld vnto his paſſions, and ſomtimes thin⸗ 
king clerelp to cut them of, fo2 feare leaſt by committinge 
himſelfe to him affections, the v2gent affayzes of the wars 
res, wherewith hee was inuolued, ſhould haue ill ſucteſſe. 
But in the ende vanquiſhed wyth Loue, bee purpoſed to 
pꝛoue the hart of the Counteſſe, and the better to attapne 
the lame he toke her by the hande, and pꝛayed her to ſhewe 
him the commodities of the Foꝛtreſſe. Thich thee did ſo 
well, and with ſo good grace, intertaigne them all whyle 
wyth infinite talke of diners matters, that the litle grifts 
of Loue which were ſcarcely planted, began to growe ſo 
farre, as the rootes remapned faſt grounded in the depthe 
ok his harte. And the kyng not able any longer to endure 
ſuch a charge in his minde, pzeſled with griefe, deuiled by 
what meanes he might enioye her, which was the canſe ol 
bis dilquiet. But the Counteſſe ſeing bim ſo penſife, with⸗ 
gut any apparaunt occaſion, ſapde vnto bim. Sir J doe 55 
10; a litle maruell, to ſee you reduced into theſe alterati⸗ 55 
ons, Foʒime thincke ) pour grace is marueloufiychannged 55 
within theſe two oꝛ thꝛe houres, that your higbnes bouch · 35 
ſaued to enter into his Caſtel foz my ſuccour & reliefe in ſo 55 
good time, as al þ dapes ot my life, both J mine be great 5» 
ly bound vnto you, as to him wbich is not onely concentit» 35 
berally to baue beſtowed vpon vs, the goods wbich we poſ⸗ +5 
ſelle, but alſo by his generolitie,doth conferue g defend vs 5 
from the incurſids of y enemie, Mherein pour grare doth , 
delerue double pzayſe,fo2 a deede ſo charitable.But I ci 55 
not tell no? yet deuiſe, what ſhould bee the cauſe chat your 55 
bixhnelle is ſo penſife & nnn without great laſſa v 
Ib ii. on 


The Counteſle of Sarisburie, 


© on your parte, your enemies bndceſtandinge ok pour ſtoute 
4 appꝛoche, be retired, which ought, as 7 ſuppole, to dꝛiue as 
3. ©© waye the Melancholie from pour ſtomacke, and to reuoke 
Sy ©© pottr foꝛmer iop,fo2 lo muchas victozie acquired withoute 
7e effuſtonof bloud,is alwayes moſt noble and acceptable bes 
<* foze God. The king hearing this Angels voyce, ſo amiably 
pꝛonoũting theſe woꝛds, thinking that of her owne actozd 
ſhee came to make him mer p, determined to let her vnders 
ſtand his griefe,vpon ſo conueniente occaſion oſfred. Then 

ec with a trembling voice he (aid vnto her Ah Madame, how 
cc farre be my thoughtes karre differente from thole which 
ce you do thincke me to haue, J feeſe my hart ſo oppꝛeſt with 
ce care, as it is impoſſible to tell you what it is, howbeit the 
Et: cc lame hath not beene of long continuaunce, being attached 
7605 ce therewithall, ſince my comminge hither, which croublech 
| ce me ſo ſoꝛe, as J cannot tell whereupon well co determine. 
The Coũteſſe ſeing the king thus moued, not knowing 

the cauſe whye, was vncertaine what aunſwere to make. 
Thich the K. percepuing, ſaid vnto her,fetching a deepe 

ce lighe from the bottome of his ſtomacke. And what ſaypou 
ce Madame thereunto, can you giue mee noremedie : The 
ce Counteſſe, which neuer thoughte that any ſuch diſcurteſie 
ce could take place in the kinges hart, taking things in good 
ce part, ſaid vnto him. Spꝛ, I know not what remedy to giue 
ce You, if firſt you do not diſcouer vnto me the griefe. But ii 7 
ce it trouble pou, that the Scottiſhe kinge hath ſpoyled your e 
at countrie, the loſſe is not ſoe greate, as therewith,a Pꝛince 
cc ſo mightie as pou be, neede to be offended : ſithens by the 
ec grace of God, the vengeaunce lieth in pour handes, c vou 
ce map in time chaſten him, as at other times you haue done. 
Mhereunto, the kinge ſeinge her limplicitie, aunlweared, 

cc Madame the beginninge of my grieke ryſeth not of that, 
cc but my wounde reſteth in the in warde parte of my harte, 
cc which pꝛicketh mee ſo ſooze, as if J deſire from hence⸗ 
fozth to pꝛolonge my lite, I multe open the ſame vnto 15 
reſer⸗ 
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reſeruing the cauſe thereof, ſoſecrete,as none but pon and »» 
J mult be partakers. Imuft now then confeſſe vnto pot, »» 
that in comminge to pour Caltell,and caſtinge downe mp »» 
head to behold pour celeſtiall face, and the reft of the gra» 5» 
ces, wherewith the Deauens haue pꝛodigally endued vou, 5» 
J haue felt (bnhappte man as J am)ſuch a ſodaine alteras 5» 
tion, in al the moſt ſenſible partes of mp bovy,as knowing »» 
my fozces diminiſhed, I] cannot tel to whom to make com- 5» 
plaint of mp libertie lolt(which of long time Jhaue ſo haps 5» 
pily pzeſerned) but onely to you, that like a faithfull kee- 5» 
per and onely Treaſurer of my hart,you map by ſome ſhi- 5> 
ning beame of pitie bzing againe to his fozmer mirth and 5» 
ioye, that which you deſire in me:and by the contrarie, you 5» 
map pꝛocure to me a life moze painefull and greeuous,thi 5» 
a Thouſand deathes together. Then he had ended theſe 5» 
woo2des, hee helde his peace, to let her ſpeake, attendinge 
none other thing by her aunſwere, but þ laſt decree either 

of death oz life. But the Counteſſe witha grauitie, conkoꝛ⸗ 
mable to her boneſtie and honour, without other mouing, 
ſaid vnto him. Ik any other beſides your grace, had been ſo ,, 
fozgetful ofhimſelfe to enter in theſe termes, oꝛ to vſe ſuch „ 
talke vnto me, A knowe what ſhould be mine aunſwere, + „ 
fo it might be, that he ſhoulde haue occaſion not to be well „ 
contented, but knowing this pour attempt to pꝛoceede ra- „ 
ther from þ pleaſantnes of pour bart, than fo2 other affec · „ 
tion, JI wil beleue from hencekoꝛth, and perſwade mp lelke, „ 
that a Pzince ſo renowmed and gentle as pou be, doth not „ 
thincke, e much leſſe meane, to attempt any thing againſt ,, 
mine honour , which is a thouſand times dearer vnto mee ,, 
tha like. And J am perſwaded,p pou do not ſo litle eſteeme „ 
my father, my huſband, who is fo2 pour ſeruice pꝛiſoner „ 
in the hands ofthe Frenchmen,our moꝛtal enemies, as in „ 
their abſence to pꝛocure vnto them ſuch dekamatiõ e ſlaũ - ,, 
der. And by making this requeſt, your grace doth ſwarue „ 


from the bounds of honeſtie very farre, and pou do greate 
Bb. lui. iniurp 
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1 e iniurie to pour fame, it men ſhould know what termes you 
* do vſevnto me . In like maner, J purpoſe not to violate þ 

< faith, which J haue giuen tomy huſband, but J intend to 
IN © keepe the ſame vnſpotted, ſo long as my ſoule ſhalbe caried 
* in the Chariot of this moztall body. And if. I ould ſo far 

* © kozget my ſelf,as willingly to commit a thing ſo diſhoneſt, 
© pour grace oughte fo? the lopall ſeruice of mp father and 

© huſband toward pot, ſharpely to rebuke me, and to punilh 
ce me accozding to my deſert. Foz this cauſe(molſt dꝛadde ſo⸗ 
© ueraigne Lozd) pou which are accnſtomed to vanquiſhe g 
© ſubdueother, beenowe a conquerour ouer pour ſelfe, and 
© thzoug bly bꝛidle that concupiſcence (if there be any) under 
re che rapnes of Reaſon,that being quenched and ouercome, 
© they map no moꝛe reuiue in pou, and hauing liuelp reſiſted 
de the firſt aſſaultes,the victozie is but eaſie, which ſhalbe a 
ve thouſande times moze glozious and gainefull fo2 you,than 
© if you had coquered a kiugdome. The Coũteſſe had ſcarce 
made an ende ok her tale, but one came to tell them thatp 
Tables were couered foꝛ dinner, the king well fedde with 
Loue. dined foz that time very ſoberly, and not able to eate 
but vppon amozous diſhes, did caſte his lokes inconſtantly | 
here and there, and ſtill his eyes thꝛe w the laſt loke vppon | 
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ö that part ot the table, where the Countelle late, meauinge Ne 
* thereby to extinguiſh the boiling flames, which inceſſantly Ne. 
5 did burne him , howbeit by thinking to coole them, be fur» W 5 

ks ther plonged himſelfe therein. And wanderingchus in di⸗ m 


uers cogitacions, the wiſe aunſweare that the Counteſle 
made, like a vaunt currour, was continuallyinhis remt⸗ 
bzaunce, and was well aſſured of her inuincible chaſtitie. 
Byrealon whereof,ſeing that lo hard an enter pꝛile, regui⸗ 
reda longer abode, and p a hart ſo chaſt, could not ſo quick 
lye be remeucd from purpoſe,carcfull on the other ſide, to 
Kite ozder ts the waigbtie affayzes ok his Nea ne, diſquic⸗ 

ted allo on cuery ſide, thzough the turmotle of warres, de⸗ ier 
tet miued ta depart the next dap in the nan, Mul. 
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till another time mote conuenient, the purſute of his loue · 
Pauing taking taken ozder fo2 his departure, in the moz⸗ 
ning he wente to ſeeke the Counteſſe,and taking his leaue 
of her, he pꝛaied her, to thinke better of the calke made vn ⸗ 
to her the day befoꝛe, but aboue al, he beſought her to haue 
pitie vpon him. Tiherunto the Coũteſſe aunſwered,p not 
onely ſhee pꝛaied God inceſlantly to giue him victozyouer 
his outward enemies, but alſo grace, to tame pcarnal paſſi 
an, which did ſo toꝛment him. Certaine dapes after 2ᷣ king 
Edward was arriued at Londs, which was 5 place of his 
22dinarfe abade, the Counteſle of Sarisburie was aduerti⸗ 
ſed, that the Earle her huſband, being out of pꝛyſon, coſu- 
med with grie le and ſicknes,died bythe way homewards. 
And becauſe they had no childzen,p Earledome retourned 
to the kinge, which firſt gaue the ſame vnto him. And after. 
{bc had lamented the death ofher huſband the ſpace or ma⸗ 
ny? dayes, ſhee returned to her fathers houſe, which was 
Carle of War wike, Audfo2 ſo much as he was one ofthe 
kinges pꝛiuie Counſel,and the moſt part of the affayzes of 
the Realme paſſed bp his aduiſe and counſell, he continued 
at London, that hee might be moze neare vnto the kinges 
perſon, The king aduertiſed of the comming of the Couns 
teſſe, thoughte that koꝛtune had opened away to bꝛing his 
enterpzile to deſired effect, ſpeciallp-fo2 that þ death ot her 
hulband, and the witneſſe of his earneſt good will, woulde 
make her moze tractable. The kinge ſeing all thing (as be 
thoughs)to ſuccede after his deſire, began to renue his firſt 
affections, ſeeking by all meanes to pꝛactiſe the good will 
of the Counteſſe, who then was ofthe age of xxvi.yeares. 
Afterwards he ozdepned many triumphes at the Tilt and 
Toznep, Maſkes, Pomeries, Feaſtes, Banquettes, and 
other like paſtimes, whereat Ladies accuſtomablpe doe 
ulemble, who made much of theym all, and ſecretely tal⸗ 
ed wyth them. Notwichſtanding he could not lo well 
ulguiſe and counterkaite his paſſions, but that hee till 
Bb ttt ſhewep: 
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ſhewed himſelke to beare beſte good will to the Counteſle, 
Thus the kinge could not vſe ſuch diſcretion in loue, butiß 
krõ his ſecret ſier ſome euident flames did iſſue oute. But 
the CounteTe which was a wiſe and curteous Ladpe, did 
taſely perceiue, how the king by chaunging the place, had 
not altered his affection, and that hee ſtill pꝛoſecuted his 
talke begon at Sarisburie. She deſpiling all his amozons 
countenaunces continued her firme and chaſte minde. And 
if it chaunced that ſometimes the king, made moze of her, 
than diſcretion required, ſodainlp might baue been diſcri- 
ed a certaine paleneſſe in her kace, which declared the litle 
pleaſure that ſhee coke in his topes, with a certaine rigo2 
appearinge, that pelded to the king, an aſſured teſtimonie þ 
he laboured in vaine. Neuertheleſſe ſhe, to cut of all mea⸗ 
nes ofthe kinges purlute, kept ſtill her fathers houſe,ſhe- 
winge herſelfe,in no place where the king mighte ſee her. 
The king offended, leing himlelke depꝛiued & baniſhed her 
pꝛeſence, whom he eſteemed as þ comkoꝛt of his life, made 
bis ſecretariepꝛiuie co the whole matter, whole fidelity he 
had wel pꝛoued in matters daũgerous, with mind to pur⸗ 
ſue her by other wap, ik it chaunced that the perſiſted in her 
wonted rigo2 and refuſal. Mowbeit befoze be pꝛoceded any 
furcher,ſithe he could not ſecretely talke with ber, he pur⸗ 
poſed to ſend her a letter, the teno2 whereof inſueth. 
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cc M Adame,if you pleaſe by good aduiſe to cõſider þ begin⸗ 
cc ning of my Lone, the continuance of the ſame, e then 
ce the laſt iſſue wherunto it tendeth, J am aſſured that laping 
c your hand on pour hart, vou wil accuſe pour ſelfe,not only 
ce of pour curſt æ froward ſtomacke hitherto appearing, but 
c alfa of that newe ingratitude, which pou ſhewe vnto me at 
ce this haure, whoe notcontented to bathe and plondge mee 
cc into the miſſehappe of my paines paſte , but by a newe 
ce onſet, to abandon pour ſelfe from my pꝛeſence, as from 
ce the ſighte ol pour moztall ennemie: wherein J finde that 
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heauen and all his influences, doe crie out fox myne ouers 55. 
thꝛowe, whereunto J doe agree, ſince my life taking no vi- 5 
go and increaſe, being onely ſuſtained by the fauour of »» 
your diuine grates, can not be maintained one onely mi- 5, 
nute of a dape, without the liberall helpe ok your ſweete« » 
nelle and vertue: beſeching pou, that il the hartie pꝛapers . 
of any moztal toꝛmẽted man, may euer haue foxce e power 25 
to moue pou to pitie, it may pleaſe you miraculouſly to de- 55 
liuer from hencekozth, this my pooze miſerable Werder. 92 


mynde, either krom death oz martyzdome. 


He that is more yours than his oyynne, 
Edvvard the deſolate king of England. 


Theletter wꝛitten with his own hande, and ſealed with 
bis ſeale, he comaunded the Secretarie to go to the Coun⸗ 
teſſe, at her fathers houſe, and ſecretly to deliuer the ſame. 
The Counteſſe hauing red & peruſed it, ſapd to the Secre⸗ 
tarie. Py rende, vou ſhall tell the kyng, that J doe beſech 5» 
him moſt humbly, to ſende me no moꝛe letters 02 mellages »» 
touching the matters whereofhe hath wzitten. Foz Jam 5» 
in ſuch wiſereſolued in the aunſwere , which J made him „ 
in my Caſtle, as J wyll perſiſte immutable, to the ende of »» 
my life. The Secretarie retoꝛninge the aunſwere of the »» 
Tounteſſe, the king rapte with an impacient and extreme 
choler , deſired eftſones to giue another attempt:and cons 
luming by litle and litle in tbis amo2ous ſier, began to ſozt 
out of the limits of reaſon. And almoſte out of his wittes, 
demaunded of his Secretarie. Do pou thinke it expedient, 5» 
that J make requeſt to her father , whoſe counſell Jwant 3» 
in other thinges 2 To whome the Secretarie boldly aun 55 


ſwered, that he thought it vnreaſonable to ſeeke ayde at a 


fathers bandes to coꝛrupt the doughter : faithfully telling 
to the king, the repꝛoche and inkamie that would kollowe 
thereof,as well fo2 the olde ſeruite, that her father hadde 
done to his aunceſtours, as koꝛ his great pꝛoweſſe in 
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fox which he was ſo greatly commended , But Loue, the 
monꝛtall ene mie ok ali good counſell , ſo blinded the epes of 
the kyng, that without anye further deliberation, he come 
maunded the Secretarie to go ſeke the father,to demaũde 
bis counſell ſoꝛ matters of impoztance: whiche the Earle 
under ſtanding, obeped incontinentip, where the king alone 
in a chamber lying vpau a bed, after hee bad commaunded 
him to ſhut the doze and to fit downe by bym, ſapde theſe 
a Woꝛdes. My Loꝛde, I baue cauſed pou to come hither foz a 
ce ce rtaine occaſion, whiche toucheth me ſo nigbe, as the loſſe 
& 02 pꝛeſeruation of my life. Foz neuer thꝛough any aſſaut of 
4c Foꝛztune (tbe ſharpeneſſe wherof J haue often felt) haue J 
4c bene vanquiſhed with ſo great diſquiet, as nowe. Foz J am 
cc fo'vered with my paſſions, as being ouercome by them, A 
cc haue none other refuge,but to a moſt vnhappie death that 
ce euer man can ſuffer,if pꝛeſently J be not holpen. Knowe 
gc vetberefoze, that I deeme him onely to be happy that by 
ce Reaſon can rule his wyttes, not ſuffering hym lelfe to be 
cc cariedinto vapne deſires: In whiche pointe wee do differ 
ce from beaſtes, who being lead onely by naturall ozder, doe 
« indifferently runne headlong, whether their appetite doth 
ce guide them: But we with the meafure of Reaſon, ought 
ec to moderate our doinges with ſuche pꝛouidence, as wirb⸗ 
cc out ſtrapiug we may chooſe the right waye of equitie and 
cc luſtice. And if at any time, the weake fleſhe doth faint and 
ce Clue ouer, we haue none to blame but our ſelues Who de⸗ 
«c cetued by the fading ſhadow e falſe apparaunce of things, 
cc fal into the ditche by our felues pꝛepared. And that which 
cc I do alleage, is pꝛoued, not without manifcſt reaſon, wber⸗ 
cc of Jnowe doe fele experience, bauing let ſlip the rapnes of 
ce the bꝛidle to farre ouer my diſozdinaty affections , beyng 
ce dꝛawen from the right hande , and traiterouſly deceiued» 
ce And neuertheleſſe J can not tell howe to retire ta take the 
« tight wape, oz howe to retourne my back from that which 
ec doth me hurt, Wlheretoze nowe ( vnfoztunace _— 
rable 
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rable that J am) J acknowledge mp ſelte to be Uke vnto 
bim, that kolloweth his game in the thicket ofa woode, . 2s 
ſhiux thzough thicke and chynne at all aduentures u 
kuowing howe to finde the wayehe. entred in, but ra — TY 
the mote he delireth to followe the trace, the mozein the >»: 
ende he is wꝛapped in the buſhes . Sa it is my Loꝛde, that »» 
I can not and map nat foz all my fozeſapd allegations , ſo »» 
colour my fault,oz purge mpne erro2,but that J mull con- 
elle aud acknowledge it to be in me. But J ſpeake to this 
ende, that ſeeking a karre of the oziginall ofmy.griefe, you.» 
would helpe me to complapne, and thereby to take pitie >» 
vpon me. Foz to tell vou the truthe. Jam ſo intricated in 3». 
the Labarinthe of my vnbzideled will, as the moze J doe »» 
aſpire tothe better (alas) the wozſſe Jam. - Paue not J 
good cauſe to camplaine my Loꝛde, that after ſo manpe ka- 
mous victozies achieued by Sea and Lande, wberewith 1 Ty 
haue renowmed the memoꝛie of mpname in all places, an »» 
now bound & daunted with an appetite ſo outragigus,as I,» 
can not helpe mp ſelfe, whereby myne owne life. oz rather. 55 
death,is conſumed in luche anguiſhe and moztall paine, 5. 55 
Jam become tbe verp manſiqu of all miſchiefcs, a nd one 
receptacle of all miſeries $,0hat ſufficient, oo ſe e 

fault map J hencefozth alleage,that in end will not di Dos 55 
it to be both vnpꝛoſitable and voyde of reaſon? But what >» 
wall be the buckeler of mp ſhame, if not mp poutbly age, 5» 
whiche pzicketh me fozewarde to loue like a ſharpe nedle: 5» 
the foxce whereof I haue ſo ofte repelled, as nome being »» 
vanquiſhed, Jhaue no place fo} reſt, but in thy mercy,who 55 
in my kathers dapes diddeſ liherallp chende thy bloud, ft.» 
1142pe notable enterpziſes in bis ſexuice, whiche after: 57 
wirdeschon haſte ſo well continued, chat iu many daun* 55 
getous affaires, Jhauediuers times pꝛoued the fidelitic »» 
of thy counſell , wherebp J hauebzought to palle thinges »» 


of great anpoztaunce , and therein hitherto neuer founde „ 


hee llacke and vufapthall, 5 Whiche when I rememver 25. 
doe 
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de. yoe p2onoke me to be bolde to declare vnto-you mine entẽt, 
* whiche dy pour onely woꝛde you may pꝛocure, the fruite 
* whereok being gotcen, you ſhall winne the heart of a king, 
ce to he vfed as vou liſte koꝛ euer. And the moze the thing ſhal 
5 ſeeme harde; difficult oz painekull, the greater ſball your 
ce merite be, and the moꝛe firmely ſhall he be bounde, whiche 
£ doth reteiue it. Conſider then my Loꝛde, howe pꝛolitable it 
is, to haue a king at your commaundement.You haue alſo 
ce foure ſonnes;whom you tan not honourably aduaũce with 
<c out my kaudur: ſwearing vnts you by my regall Scepter, 
< that if porrcomfeztmy inthefemy troubles , I will endue 
the thzrepongeſt, with lo large poſſeſſions , as they ſhall 
* baue no cane to be offended with their elde ſt bzother . Re⸗ 
member likt wyle, what rewardes Jhaue beſtowed vpon 
them that lerue me. And if you haue knowen how liberall 
I baue bene towarves other, thinke then J pꝛape pon, hom 
co pountifutly poù bynde me towardes you, vpon whome my 
© life and death dependeth. The king ending his ſozowfull 
tomplainte, ſtopped by lobbes and ſighes, helde his peace. 
And the Earle who tenderly loued his Mꝛince, hearing 
this pitifat{ diſcourſe, (the faithfull witneſſe of his inward 
paſſton)and not able to coniecture the occaſion , was mare 
uellouflp troubled in him ſelfe,and without longer aduile, 
ouercome with pitie, he made a liberall and very ſodayne 
offer to the king or his life, his childzen , and of all that he 
« was able to doe. Commaunde, my ſoueraigne Loꝛde (quod 
ce he with weaping teares) what it ſhall pleaſe pon to haue 
ce me doe, it it be, euen to beſtowe my life fo2your ſake . Fo; 
cc by the faith & fealtie that Ido owe to God & to pour grace, 
I ſweare, that many dayes and peares paſte, Jhaue bound 
cc my ſelfe inuiolably, and all mine abilitie without excep⸗ 
cc tion, ſo long as this tongue is able to ſturre, and breath 
Cc Hall remaine within this bodye, fatthfully and truely to 
ec ſerue pour Paieſtie, not onely fo2 that duetie bindeth me, 
cc hut ił it were foʒ pour ſake z to trauſgreſſe and "_— — 
ande 
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hondes of mine honour. But the good olde Carle,whiche 5» 
neuer thought that a requeſt ſo vniuſt and diſhoneſt, would 
haue pꝛoceeded out of the mouth of a king, with franke and 
open barte made that liberall offer. The king then hauing 
ſouuded the depth of the Carles aftection , chaunging co⸗ 
our, bis eyes fixed on the grounde , ſapde vnto him. Your 2» 
doughter the Counteſſe of Sarisburie, ( mp Lozde) is the 22 
onely medicine of my trauaples,whome J doe loue better 2 
than mine ownelife,and do feele my ſelfe ſo inflamed with 5? 
her heauenly beautie, as without her grace and fauour, J ?? 
am not able hereafter coliue,fo2 this coſideracion,ſith you 2? 
deſire to doe me leruice, and to pꝛeſerue my life, J pꝛap pou ?? 
to deale with her, that ſhe with compaſſion may looke vpon ?? 
me. Crauing this requeſt at your handes, not without ex- *? 
treme ſhamegcouſidering as well pour honozable ſtate, as 2? 
pour auncient merites imploied vpon me and my p2ogent- * 
tours, But accozding to your modeſtie and accuſtomed 22 
goodneſſe, impute the faulte vpon amozous loue, which in ?? 
ſuch wile bath alienated my libertie , and confounded my 
heart, that now ranging out of the boundes of honour and ?2 
reaſon, I feele my ſelfe tozmented and vexed in mpnde, 2? 
Cherebp Jam pꝛouoked to make this requeſt, and not a- ?? 
ble to expel the moztall poyſon out of my hart, which hath * 
diminiſhed my koꝛce, intoxicated my ſenſe, and hath depzi⸗ 22 
ued my minde krõ all good counſell, as I can not tell what 
ta doe but to ſeeke to pou fo2 helpe, hauing no kinde ok reſt, 22 
but when I ſee her, when J ſpeake of her, 02 thinke vppon * 
her. And Jam at this pꝛeſent reduced into ſo pitiful plight 22 
as being not able to wynne her by intreaties, offers, p2e- 2? 
ſentes, ſutes, ambaſſages and letters, my onelpy and laſt re- 
kuge and allured poꝛt ok all my miſeries, reſteth in pou, et- 22 
ther by death to ende my lile, oꝛ by koꝛce to obtapne my de- 2» 
Wire. The Earle hearing the the vactuile aud beaſtly de⸗ 3» 
1aunde ok his ſoueraigne Loꝛde, bluſhing fo2 hame, and 


houghly aſtonned, filled alſo with a certaine honeſt and 
vertuous 
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vertuous diſdapne, was not able to diſſolue his tongue to 
render a wozthy aunſwere to the affticced-Pyince. Finally 
cc like one awaked from his dead lleepe, he ſaid vnto him. Sir 
cc my wittes kaple, my vertue reuolteth, my tongue is mute, 
«c at the woꝛdes that pꝛoceede from pou, whereby I fele mp 
ce elfe brought into two lo ſtraunge and perillous pointes, 
it as paſſing either by one oꝛ other, I mult nedes fall into ve⸗ 
cc rp great daunger. But to reſolue vpon that which is moſt 
«c expedient, hauing geuen vnto pou my faithe in pledge, to 
cc ſuecour and helpe you euen to the abandoning of bono and 
«< life, I will not be contrarie ta my wooꝛdes. And touching 
ce my daughter, foꝛ whom pou make requeſt, J will reueale 
cc vnto her the effecte ołf pour demaunde: pet of one thing J 
ec muſt tell vou ſir, power J baue to entreate her, but none at 
cc all to foꝛce ber. Inough it is þ ſhe under ſtand of me, what 
ec hart and affection you beare vnto her. But J doe maruell, 
ce yea c complaine of pou, pardon me (moſt dꝛad ſoueraigne) 
cc and ſuffer me without offence to diſcharge my griek befoze 
cc pour pꝛeſence, rather than to pour ſhame t mine eternal ins 
cc famie, it ſhould be manifeſted ⁊ publiſhed abꝛode by other, 
ec Jſaythat I maruell ſir. what occaſton moued pou to com 
ec mit ſuch repꝛoch in my ſtock and bloud,and by an act ſo ſha 
ce mefu!ll and laſciuious, to diſhonoꝛ the ſame : whiche neuer 
ce diſdained to ſerue both you and pours, to the vttermoſt of 
ce their powers. Alas vnhappp father that Jam, is this the 
cc gutrdon and recompence that If & my childzen ſhall expect 
cc fo our truſty aud faithfull ſeruice: Dh (ir fo2 Gods lake, 
ec if pou liſte not to be {iberal{of your owne,ſeke not to diſho 
cc nour vs, and to inflict vpon our race, ſuch notable infamie; 
ec But who can loke fo2 woꝛſe at the bandes ot his moꝛtall : 
ce cruell enemie? It is pou,euen pou it is (molt noble pince} 
cc that doth rauiſhe my daughters hono} , diſpople me of my 
cc contentation, ve take from mycbildꝛen hardineſſe to ſhewe 
ac their faces, e from all our whole houſe , the auncient fame 
cc andglozie , It is pou that doth obſcure WW my 
ou 
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bloud, with an attempt ſo diſhoneſt and deteſtable: as the »5. 
memoꝛie thereof ſhall neuer be fozgotten . It is pou pdoth 5 
conſkratne me to be the infamous miniſter of the totall de⸗ 35 
ſtruction of my pꝛogenie, and to de aſhameleſſe Pandarus 3 
of my daugbters honoꝛ. Doe yon thinke to helpe and ſuc⸗ 55 
tour me, when others ſhall attempt to obiect vnto my face 55 
this llaunder and repꝛoche ? but ik pour ſelfe doe hurt me, 5 
where ſhall J hereafter ſeke reliefe and ſuccour. Ik the; 
hande which ought to helpe me, be the very ſame that doth 5 
geue me the wounde, where ſhall the hope bee of my reco ; 


nerie:? Fo this cauſe, may it pleaſe pour Maieſtie, wbe⸗ 5» 
ther iuſtlie J doe make my complainte, and whether you 55 
geue me caule to aduaunce mp cries vp into the heauens, 55 


t vour lelke ſhall be the Judge. Foz ik like a Judge in deede „ 
t vou doe geue ouer your diſozdinate affection: J then ap⸗ ,, 
l; peale to the iudgement of pour inuincible minde, ot late ace , 

) compliſhed with all curteſie and gentleneſſe, On the other „ * 
ede, J doe lament pour Foztune, when J thinke vpon the ,, 
n- reaſons which you haue alleaged, and the greater cauſe J „, 
r. haue to plaine, becauſe J haue knowen pou fro your youth „ 
mW and haue alwapes deemed you af libertie and free from „ 
ha luch paſſions, not thꝛal oz ſubiect to the flames ofloue, but ,, 
ier rather geuen to exerciſe of armes. And nowe ſeing pou to ,, 
become a pꝛiſouer of an affection vnwoꝛthy pour eſtate: J ,, 
cannot tell what to thinke, ö noueltie of this ſodain chaſice ,, 
ſemeth to be ſo ſtraunge. Remember fir that foꝛ alicle ſu» „ 
ſpicion of adulterie, vou cauſed Roger Mortimer to be put , 
to death. And being ſkarce able to tellit without teares) * 
you cauſed your owne mother milerablie to die in pꝛyſon. „ 
2d God knoweth howe ſimple pour accuſations were, c ,, 
hon howe light ground pour ſuſpicion was cõceiued. Oo ,, 
ot you knowe howe wounderkully pou be moleſted with „ 
ewe parres, and that pour enemies trauell day and night to cir ,, 
ſfametumuent pou , both by Sea and Lande 7 Js it nowe tyme ,, 


f myÞ84ci to geue pour lelke to delightes, and to captiuate pour ,, 
out mynde 


et mynde inthe pleaſures of Ladies: where is the auncient 
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cc generolitie and nobilitie of your bloud ?TAher is magna⸗ 
cc nimitie and valour, wherewith pou haue aſtonned pour en: 
ec ne mies, ſhewed your ſelfamiable to your frendes , & won- 
«« derfull to pour ſubiectes: Touching the laſt point, wher⸗ 
cc in pou thꝛeaten, that if my doughter doe not agree to pour 
cc deſire, you will foꝛcibly eniope her , J can neuer conkeſſe, 
ec that to be the fact of a valiaunt and true king, but of a vile, 
cc cowardly, cruell and libidinous Tpzaunt. I truſt it be not 
ce the pleaſure of God, that nowe at the age you be ok, you wil 
cc begin to koʒce Gentlewomẽ that be pour humble ſubiects, 
c Which ifpoudo,this Jland ſhall loſe p name of a Realme, 
te and hereafter ſhalbe deemed none other, but a Danctuarie 
cc of Theues and murderers. Jfthen, (to conclude this mp 
cc [020wefull and heauie complaint) you map, oꝛ can by pour 
ce flatteries, pꝛomiſſes and pꝛeſentes, allure mydoughter to 
cc Your vnbzideled appetites, I ſhall baue occalid to bewayle 
ec her diſhoneſtie, and to deeme her, as an incontinent daugh⸗ * 
cc ter, degene rated from the vertues of her pꝛogenitozs. But 
ce touching pour owne perſone, J haue nothing to ſaye , but 
ce that herein pou doe followe the common ſoꝛt ok men, that 
ce be ſuters to Ladies, willing to pleaſe their fanſtes. Ther? 
cc reſtcth onely nowe fo2 me toaunſwere the fauour, whiche 
cc in time to come pou pꝛomiſe to me and mp childzen . Ic 
cc uet not after any thing repzochfull come o2 them,oz to an! 
« ok our polkeritie, that map make vs aſhamed , knowing it 
«c what contempt and reputation they be, which being bonn a0 
ci of baſe parentage, be arriued to goods and honour, by gra 0 
cc tiłping and obeying Pꝛinces and Kinges in their diſhone * 
cc luſtes and appetites. Remember ſir, that within thel en 
ce kewe dayes, being in campe againſt the Scottes, vou u 
cc Dayded a certaine man (which ſhalbe nameleſſe ) foꝛ bei 5 
ce à miniſter of pour fathers loue, who from the ſtate of per 

« Barber, was aduaunted to the degree of an Earle, x bote e 
& you ſapd, that ifin time to come he amended not his ma (yt 
ners, y 
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ners, you wonld lende him to the hop againe. And foz my »» 
part, Jam of opinion, that honeſt pouertie hath euer bene »» 
the auncient and greaceſtinherftaunce amonges the noble 55 
Romatines,which ik it be codemned bythe ignozaunt mul» »» 
titude, and ik we therefoze ſhould geue place, making greas 55 
ter accompt and eſtimation, of richeſſe and treaſures, then »» 
of vertue: J doe ſay foz mine own part, that by the grace of 5» 
God, J am abundantly pꝛouided, fo2 the maintenãce of me 
and mine, not like an ambicious man 02 couetous, but as 5» 
one latilſied with p good wil of foxtune. J do moſt humbly 55 
then belech pou (ſir) fo2 concluſion, to take in good parte, 5» 
that which my dutie and honour do coſtraine me to ſpeake. 5 
And ſo by pour graces leaue, J will departe towarde mp » 
daughter, to let her vnderſtande from point to point your »» 
Maieſties pleaſure. And without tarping foz other replei »» 
of the kyng, he went his wape diſcourſing diuers thinges 
in his minde,vpon that which had paſſed betwene the king 
and him. The reaſons which the Earle had made, ſo pear - 
ced the affections of the paſſionate Pꝛince, as vncertaine 
what to ſaye. he condemned himſelfe , knowing verie well, 
that the Earle not onely vpon right and iuſt cauſe, had pꝛo⸗ 
nounced thoſe woꝛdes: but alſo that he had done the office 
of a faithfull ſeruaunt and truſtie counſeller, in ſuche ſozt, 
as feling his conſcience touched at the quicke, he could not 
excule himſelk, from committing a diſhoneſt charge to a fas 
ther ſo commendable and vertuous in the behalke, of his 
LY daughter . Thus he determined to chaunge his opinion. 
atterwardes when be had thzowen fo2th many ſighes, hee 
geh ke theſe wozdes to himſelfe , O miſerable man, cut of »» 
0 © Vis amozous pꝛactiſe, howe arte thou defraudedof right 5 
tbelf ende tocalt thy mynd vpõ her, whom thou oughteſt to vſe „ 
u u with ſuch reuerence, as thou wouldeft doe thine own pꝛo; 5 
= per ſiſter, fo2 the ſeruice, which chon and thy pꝛogenitozs, 55 
eue receiued ofthe good Earle her father? Open the eyes 
F WORE: ine vnderſlanding, and knowe thy ſelfe , gene place to,, 
— Ce Reaſon 
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t©© Reaſon, and rekozme thy vnſhamefull and diſozdinate ap- 
© petites. Red with al thy power, this wanton will, which 
4 doth enuiron thee.Suffer not this tyꝛaunt loue to bewitch 
* 02 deceiue thee Sodainly after he had ſpokẽ thoſe wozdes, 
** the beautie of the Countelſe rep2cſenting it ſelf bcfoze bis 
* epes,made him to alter bis minde again, and to reiect that 
© which he befoze allowed: ſaying tbus. Iktele in minde the 
b cauſe of mine offence, and therebp doe acknowledge the 
© wong, but what ſhall J doe : ſithe Jam not able any lon? 
** cer ta withſtande Beautie that cruell murderer , whiche 
ce doth fozce and maiſter mee lo much. Let Foꝛtuue then and 
* Lone doe what they liſt, the faire Counteſſe ſhalbe mpne, 
*© whatloeuercomeofic. Is it a uotable vice in a kinge to 
* lotte his ſubiectes daughter: Am I the firſt vpon whome 
s ſuch inconuenience hach coine 2 This talke ended, he delu⸗ 
e ged himlelk, a thinking vpon the contrarp , be accuſed him 
ce ſelf again, and thẽ from this he altered again to the other, 
* And being in this perplexitie, he paſſed daye r night, with 
ce ſuch anguiſh x doloꝛ, as every mi doubted his health. And 
* flating thus betwene hope & dilpaire, be relolued in thend 
veto attend the fathers anſwere. The Carle then being gone 
© gut ot 2 kings chãbꝛe, aggrauated w ſoꝛowkull thoughtes, 
ce full of rage & diſcontent thought good to delay the matter 
till the next day, before he ſpake to his daughter: and then 
*© calling her vnto him, and cauſin y her to ſit againſt him, he 
re reaſoned 5ᷣ matter in ſuch wiſe, Jam aſlured deare daugh⸗ 
ce ter, that you will no leſſe maruell than be aſtoned,to heare 
© what J ſhal ſay vnto vou, and ſo much che moꝛe, when pou 
re doe ſee, how farre my tale (hall exceade the oꝛder of reaſon. {a} 
*© But fo2 ſo much as of twoo euils the leaſt is to be choſen, un 
** doubt not, but like a lage and wiſe woma, which J haut of, 
al wapes knowen you to be, vou will ſtay vpon that whicheß int 
AJ haue determined. Touching my ſelf;fith it hath plea d nor 
ͤGod ta geue me knowledge of good and il, hitherto J haucß att 
i fill pꝛeferred honour bekoze like, bicauſe ( after mine op! ton 
nion 
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nion) it ts a lefle matter to die innocently , than to line in „ 
diſhonour and ſhame of the woꝛld. But vou know what lt „ 
hertie he hath, which is vnder the power of another, being „ 
ſometime conſtrapned to make faire weather, of thinges „ 
not onely cleane contrarie to his mynde, but alſo (which is „ 
woꝛſe) againſt his owne conſcience, being oftentymes koz⸗ z5 
ted accozding to the qualitie of the tyme , and pleaſure of „ 
the fate,tochaunge his maners, and to put on newe affec- „ 
tions, Whereof J baue thought good to put pou in reme- „ 
bꝛaunce, becauſe it touchetch the matter, whiche I purpoſe 5» 
to tell you, Thus it is (deare daughter) that peſterday at-. 
ter dynner, the Kyng ſent fo2 mee, and being come befoze „ 
him, with a very inſtant and pitiful pꝛaper, he required me „, 
(bis eyes ſull of teares) to doe a thing fox hym , that tou; „ 
ched his life. J whichel(beſides that Jam bis ſubiecte and „ 
ſernaunt) haue alwapes bozne a particuler affection to his „„ 
father c him, without deliberation what the matter ſhould ,,. 
be, betrothed to him my faith to obep his requeſt, ii it coſte ,, 
me the pꝛice of mine honour q like. Pe aſſuring himſelfeof 
my liberall pꝛomiſe, akter many woꝛdes ioyned with an ins 
anite number of ſighes, diſcouering vnto me the ſecrete of 
bis harte, told me, that the toꝛment which he indured, pꝛa⸗ 
ceded no where els but ot the feruẽt loue that he bare vnto 
pou. But D immoꝛtall God, what man of any diſcretion, „ 
would haue thought that a king could be ſo impudent and „ 
vnſhamekaſt, as to committe to a father a charge ſo diſho - 
neſt,towardes bis own daughter? The Earle hauing res | 3 
cited in oꝛder the bilkozie paſt betwene hym and the kyng, ,. 
ſayde thus bnto her. Conſider pau ſwete daughter, myne „ 
vnaduiled and ſimple pꝛomiſſe, and the vnbzideled mynde ,_ 

ok, an amoꝛous Kpng, to whome Jmade aunlwere, that, 
intreate pou thereunto J was able, but foꝛce pou J coulde ,. 
not, Fo? this cauſe ( deare daughter) J doe pape vou 6 

at this inſtant to obeye the kynges pleaſure , and thereby | 


to make a pzelent by your father of your honeſt chaſlitie, * 
Cc ii. ſo dear⸗ 
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cc ſg dearely eſtemed and regarded by you, ſpeciallp, that the 
cc thing may lo ſecretly be done as the fault be not bzuted in 
ce the eares of other. Meuertheleſſe, the choyſe reſteth in pou, 
< and the key of pour honour ts in pour own hands, and that 
cc which J haue ſapde vnto pou, is but to kepe pꝛomiſe with 
ce the king. The Counteſſe all the while that her father thus 
talked, chaunged her colour with a comly ſhamekaſtneſſe, 
inflamed with a vertuous dildaine, that he whiche had be⸗ 
bold her the, would haue thought her rather ſome celeſtial 
Goddeſſe, than a humaine creature. And after long ſilence 
with an humble grauitie, ſhe began thus to make her aun⸗ 

cc ſwere. Your woꝛdes haue ſo conkounded me, and bzought 
ce me into ſuch admiration (my Loꝛde and right honourable 
cc father ) that if all the partes of my bodie were conuerted 
cc into tongues, they could not bee ſufficient wozthely to exe 
ce ꝑꝛeſſe the leaſt part of mp ſoʒrowe, and diſquietneſſe. And 
cc truely very iuſtly may J complapne of you , fo2 the litle e⸗ 
cc ſtimation you haue of me, which am deriued ok pour owne 
ce fleſhe. And fo2 the ranſome of the fraile and tranſitozie life, 
cc which you haue geuen me vpon earth, pou wyll foz recom⸗ 
cc pence nowe dekraude me of mpne honour, Thereby I doe 
ce percefue that not onely al natures lawes,be cancelled and 
ce mo2tifted in pou, but which is wozſe,you doe exceede ther⸗ 
ce in the cruelties of beaſtes, who fo} all their bzutiſheneſle, 
cc be not ſovnnatural to do wꝛong to their owne pong, oꝛ to 
cc offer their fruite to þ mercie of an other, as you baue done 
cc yours, to the pleaſureofaRyng. Foz nofwithſkandynge 
ce the ſtraight charge and aucthozitie , whiche pou haue o⸗ 
cc uer mee, to commaunde me being your right humble and 
cc bery obedient daughter, yet you oughte fothinke and re- 
cc member, that pou haue neuer ſeene in mee, any acte, mos 
cc cion, ſigne, 02 woozde, to incite vou to moue ſutche diſho⸗ 
cc neſt talk. And although the king many times, with infinite 
cc number of pꝛapers, pꝛeſentes, meſſages and other ſuch al⸗ 
cc lurementes of perſuaſton, hath diſplayed and vttered all 
SY the art 


The Counteſſe of Sar. 194. 


the art ok his mynde, to ſeduce and coxrupt me, pet he was »» 
neuer able to receiue other aunſwere ok me, but that honoz »> 
was a thouſand times derer bnto me then life, which llill »> 
I meant to kepe ſecret from pour knowledge euen as J 
haue done from other of mine altaunce, fo2 feare leaſt pou 5> 
ſhould be induced, to commit ſome treſpas, o2conſpire a. 
gainſt our king,fozeſeing the ſtraunge accidentes, whiche ?” 
haue chaunced fo2 like matters, to the ruine of many cities 
and pzouinces, But good God, my doubt is nothing to pur 2? 
pole, ſithe that pour ſclfe, is the ſhameleſſe Poſt of an act lo 2? 
diſhoneſt, And to cõelude in fewe wozdes, daily J had good ?* 
bope, that the king ſeingme at a point,fill to conſerue my 
thaſtitie inuiolable, he would giue auer to purſue me any ?? 
longer, and would haue ſuffered me hereafcer, to live in * 
quiet, with mine equals, but ifſo be he doc continue obſti⸗ ?? 
nate in his olde folly, F am determined rather to die than * 
to dot the thing that ſhall hurt me andpleaſure him. And ?? 
foz feare that he take from me by fo2ce that which of mine ?? 
owne accozd J will not graunt, following your counſell, ?? 
of twooeuilles, I will choſe the leafk, thinkingit moze hos ?? 
nourable to deſfrop & kill my ſelfe with mine own handes, ?? 
then to ſuffer ſuch blot oz ſhame to obſcure the glozieof my ?? 
name, being deſtrous tocommitte nothing in ſecrete, that“ 
ſometime hereafter being publiſhed, map make me aſha: ?? 
med and chaunge colour. And wher pou ſay that vou haue“ 
{wozne and gaged pour faith to the king,fo2 the aſſuraunce ?? 
of your pꝛomiſe, it was very ill done, befoze pou did conſt» ?? 
der, what power fathers have ouer their childzen, whiche ““ 
is ſo well defined by the lawe of God, as they be not bound 
to their parentes, in that which is againſt his deuine com- ?? 
maundementes Puche lefle may they bynde vs to things ?? 
10- Þ inceſtuous and diſboneſt, which ſpectally and ſtraightiy be *? 
iniopned vs not toperfourme,if'we therunto be required. 
And it had bene karre moze decent, and excuſable befoze ?? 
Bad, ik when pou made that foolyſhe pꝛomiſe co the kyng, 
Ct iu. you had 
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ce you bad pꝛomiſed him, rather to ſtrangle mee with youre 
<<. owne handes than to conſent to let me fall into a faulte ſo 
<< abhominable. And to thend J map tell you the laſt deter- 
© mination, and concluſton of that whiche Jam determined 
© bp good aduile immutable counſel{:thus it is. You ſhall 
< tellthe king;thac J hadratherloſe:mp liie,after the moſte 
<< cruell æ ſhamefutil maner that may be deuiſed, then to con- 
< ſent to a thing fo diſhoneſt, hauing long time fixed this ſay: 
ce ing in mind, That honeſt death, doth honor and beautific 
© the forepaſſed life. The kather hearing the wile aunſwere 
of bis daughter, gaue her his bleſſing,ta his hart pꝛapſing 
ber godly minde, beleching God to helpe ber, and to kepe 
ber vnder bis pꝛotection.and to couſirme ber in that holy t 
vertuous determination. Then feling him greatly comkoz⸗ 

te ted, he repaired to the king.to whom he ſaid. Pleaſeth your 
ce grace to thintent I might obſerue my pꝛomiſe, Iſweare 
ce by the faith that J doe owe vnto God and pou, that Thaue 
ce done what Jican with my daughter; diſclofing vnto ber 
ec pour whole minde and pleaſare, and exhoꝛting her to ſatiſ⸗- 
ce fie pour requeſt, but ſoꝛ a reſolute aunſwere ſhe ſaith , that 
ce rather (he is contented to ſuffer moſt cruell death, than to 
cc commit a thing ſo contrarie to her honour. You know(ſir) 
cc what J ſapd vnto you ſtill, that Jmight entreate her, but 
ce foxce her I could not. Dauing then obeied your commaun⸗ 
ic dement, and accompliſhed my pꝛomiſe, it may pleaſe pou 
ce to geue me leaue to go home to one ot᷑ my Caſtels,fro hen⸗ 
ce cetoꝛth to recline my ſelf to quietneſſe, æ to eaſe my decre- 
cc pite and feeble age. Which the king willinglp graunted. 
The ſame dape, hee departed from the Courte with his 
lonnes, and went home to his Countrie, leauing at Lone 
don his wite and daughter, and the reſte of his houſholde, 
thinking ther by to diſcharge himſeliof thoſe thinges with 
out the kin zes diſpleaſure. The king on the other (toe was 
no ſoner aduertiſed of the Earles departure, 4 that be had 
leic his daughter mare him at London, but he 5 tbe 
atyers 
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fathers minde and purpoſe, and fell in ſuche diſpaire ol his 
loue, as he was like to haue runne out of his wittes foꝛ ſoʒ⸗ 
rowe. The nigbtes and dapes were all one to him, fo hee 
could take no reſt,. he gaue ouer vſe of armes, and admini⸗ 
tration of iuſtice, hunting and hauking,wherin befoze that 
time, he had great delight. And all his ſtudy was many ti⸗ 
mes to paſſe and repaſſe bekoꝛe the gate of the Counteſſe, 
to pꝛoue if he might attaine to haue ſome ſight of her. And 
thinges were bꝛougbt to ſopitifull ſtate, that within kewe 
dayes, the citizens and other gentlemen, began toſperceiue 
the raging loue of their Pzince ,euerp of them with com- 
mon voice blaming the crueltie of the Counteſſe, that was 
vnmarzed, who the moze ſhe pꝛoued the king inflamed with 
her loue, che moze ſqueymiſh ſhe was of her beautie. The 
Peres and noble men, ſeing their king reduced to ſuch ex⸗ 
tremitie, moued with pitie c compaſſion, began ſecretly to 
pꝛactile fo him, ſome with thꝛeatninges, ſome with flatte⸗ 
ries and perſualions, ſome went to the mother, declaring. 
vntoher, the eternall reſt and quiet pꝛepared foꝛ her c all 
her kriendes, if ſhe would perſuade her daughter to encline 
to the kinges mind, and contrariwyſe the daunger iminent 
ouer her head. But all theſe deuiſes were in vayne, foꝛ the 
Counteſſe moued no moꝛe, then a harde rocke beaten with 
diuerſe tempeſtrs. And at lengthe, ſeing that cucry man 
ſpake diuerſlp, as their affections ledde them, ſhee was ſa 
troubled and penſife in harte, as fearing to bee taken, and 
that the kpng vanquiſhed with his ſtrong paſſion, byſuc⸗ 
ceſſion of tyme would vſe his fozce, and violentlye oppꝛeſſe 
her,founde meanes to get a great ſharpe knife, whiche ſhe 
c1riedabouther ſecretly ander her gowne,of purpoſe, that 
if the ſawe perill to be defloured, ſhee might kill her ſelfe. 
The Courtiers offended with the martpzdome ok their 
Maiſter, and deſp2ons to gratiſte and ſeeke meancs to 
doe hym pleaſure , conſpy2ed all agaynſt the Earles fa» 


milie, lettyng the Kynge to vaderſtande , that it were 
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molterxpedient,fo2 that thinges were out of hope, tocauſe 
lips tobe bzought to his Palace, that there he might vſe 
ber by foꝛce.CAheruntothe king (being dꝛonke in his own 

cc paſſ:on) did willingly agree. Notwitbſtanding, befoꝛe bee 
<c paſſed any further fo2 that hee faithfully loued the Coun⸗ 
ce teſſe,he determined to aduertiſe her mother of that whiche 
ce he intended to doe, aud commaunded his Secretarie to go 
«< ſeke her with diligence,and without concealing any thing 
ce from her knowledge , to inſtructe her of che whole. The 
cc Secretarie finding the mother of the Counteſſe, laid vnto 
tc her Padame the king hath willed me to ſay vnto pou that 
ce he hath done what he can, and moze then his eſtate requi⸗ 
cc reth,to win the grace and loue of pour daughter, but fo2 5 
ce ſhe hath deſpiſed his long ſute, diſdained his pꝛeſence, c ab⸗ 
ce hozred his griefes and complaintes, knowing not what to 
ce go any moꝛe, his laſt refuge is in fo2ce, doing you to vnder⸗ 
cc ſtande hereof, to the intent that you and ſhee may conſider 
cc what is to be done in this behalf. Foz he hath determined 
ce whether you will o2 no, to fetch her out openly by foꝛce, to 
ce the great diſhonour.ſlaunder and inkamie of al your kinne. 
cc And where in time paſt, hee bath loued and fauoured the 
<c Earle pour huſvand, he meaneth ſhoꝛtly to make him vn⸗ 
cc der ſtand what is the effect of the iuſt indignation of ſuch a 
cc ꝛince as he is. The good Lady hearing this ſodaine and 
cruell meſſage, was aſtonned in ſuch wile, as ſhe thought 
bow ſhe ſawe her daughter already trained bythe beares 

of ber head, her garmentes haled and tozne in pieces, with 
rukull c lamẽtable voyce crping out to him fo2 mercy. Fo? 
this cauſe, wich blubbering teares, trembling foꝛ feare ſhe 
felldown at che Secretaries feete, and ſtraſghtlye imbꝛa⸗ 

ce ting his knees, ſapde vnto hym . Paiſter Secretarie, mp 
ce deare louing friend: Beſeche the king in my name, tores 
- c« member the papne and ſeruice done by our Aunceſtours, 
cc Intreate hym not to diſhonoure my houſe in-the abſence 
ce of the Carle mp hulbande. And if pou be not able by pour 
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perſwaſlon to molifie his hard hart, deſire him fo a while „, 
to take pacience, vntill Ahaue aduertiſed my daughter of ,, 
his will and pleaſure, whom I hope to perſwade, that ſhe „, 
ſhall ſatiſfie che kinges requeſt. When ſhe had made this 
aunſwere, the Secretary declared the ſame to the kinge, 
who madde with anger and paſltoned with loue, was con⸗ 
tent, & neutertheleſfſe, commaunded his gentlemen to be in 
readineſſe to ſeeke the Counteſſe. In the meanetime the 
mother of faire AElips went to her daughters chamber, g 
after ſhe had commaunved all her matds, which accompa⸗ 
nied her, to wichdꝛaw themſelues out of the chamber, ſhee 
began in few wooꝛdes to recite vnto her. the meſſage done 
vnto her by the Secretary. Finally wich ſobbinge ighes 
ſhe laid vnto her. The dapes haue been ( deare daughter) ß 45 
J baue ſeene thee to keepe thy ſkate amonges the chiefeſte „ 
okall the Ladies of this Realme. And J haue counted my 5» 
ſelf moſt happie that euer J did beate the in my wombe, 
haue thoughte by meanes of thy beautie c vertue, one day 5 
to (ee thee become the ioye and com oꝛt of all thy frendes. »5 
But now m cogitaciũs be turned cleane cõtrarp, though „ 
thine vnluckie kate: Nowe J thincke thee to be bozne not 3 
onely fo2 the vninerſall ruine of all oure familie, but alſo , 
(which greeueth me moſt) to be an occaſion and inſtrumkt zz 
of mp death, and the deſolation of all thy frendes. But if zz 
thou wilt ſomewhat moderate thy rygoꝛ.all this heauines „ 
ſhoꝛtly map be tourned to joy. Fo2 our king and foueraign „ 
Lode is not one ly in loue with thee, butfo2 the ardent af» „ 
fectiũ and amitie chat he beareth the, is out of his wittes, x „ 
now doth conſpire againſt vs, as though we were Trap- „ 
toꝛs and murderers of our Pꝛince. In whoſe handes(as ,, 
hott knoweſt) doth reſt the life, hono2 # goods both of thy ,, 
elke and of vs all. And what gloꝛzy and triumphe ſhall be ,, 
epo2ted ofthee to our poſterity, wh? they ſhal know how „ 
y thyobſfinatecrueltie , thou haſte pꝛocured the death of „ 
ine old father, the death of thy hoozeheaded * = 
the 
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The Counteſſe of Sarisburie. 


cc the deſtruction ot thy valiaunt and coꝛagious bꝛethꝛen, and 
ce diſpoyled the reſt of thy dloud, ok their poſſeſſions and abi⸗ 
cc litie : But what ſoꝛrowe and griefe will it be, to ſee them 
4c wander in the world like vagabounds, baniſhed from their 
ce liuings, and remaine in continuall pouercte, without place 
ce #refugeof their miſerie: who in ſteede of bleſſing oꝛ pꝛap· 
cc ſinge the boure ok thy birth, will curſle p in their minds a 
ce thouſand times, as the cauſe of all their oerthꝛow & ill foz- 
c tune. Thinke and couſider vpon the fame{dcare daughter) 
ce fo in thee alone reſteth the conſeraacionof our liues, and 
cc hope of all our frendes.This lame ntable diſcourſe ended, 
the afflicted Counteſle not able anye longer to reſiſte that 
pangue, began to ware ſo faint as wyth her armes a croſle 
ſhe fell downe halfe deade vpon her doughter: who ſeinge 
her without mouinge and without any apparaunte of life, 
and all the partes ot her bodpe to ware cold, hee quicklye 
lapde her downe , and then with helpe and other thinges 
apt fo2 ſowninges, ſhee made her come toherſeſfe agatne, 
and thinking wholp to recouer her, he earneſtly pꝛomiled 
cet do what ſhe would haue her, ſaping vnto her. Do awaye 
ce your teares (Madame) moderate pour tozmentes; revoke 
c your foꝛ mer iope, and be of good cheere, fo2 Jam diſpoſed 
to obep pou, God defende that J ſhould be the cauſe of the 
c paint which J ſee you to ſuffer. Nowe am J ready to go? 
© with pou to the kinge, where if it ſhall pleaſe you, wee two 
„ withoute other company will do our owne errande andat- 
ce tempt the beginning of our enterpꝛile. The mother full al abe 
ioye, li fting vp her hands to the beauens, tenderipembyz 
ced her daughter, and manpe times did kille her, and aſter 
ſhee had commaunded her Coche to be made readpe, ſhet 
wente fo2th with her doughter; accompanied onelpye wit! 
two Gentle women to the kinges Palace. Being come th 
ther, they ſente woꝛde to the Secretary, that bꝛoug bt hel 
the meſlage, who conducted them to the kinges Chamber 
<c aud pꝛeſenting them befoze him, ſapde . Spzz beholde ti 
com 
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companpe which pou haue ſo long time defited. TAho are 53 
tome to do your grace humble reuerence.The king great · 
{y aſtonied, went foꝛth to meete them, and with topful coũ⸗ 
tinaunce (aide, Melcome Lady Coun teſſe, and pour long 
deſired companpe. But what good foztune bath bzoughte 2* 
you hither nowe: The Counteſſe hauing made herobey: ?? 
ſance,yet all frighted with feare,aunſwered him.Beholde 2» 
here mp Lozdepour fapze AElips ſo long time wiſhed foꝛ; 2? 
who taking repentaunce fo2 her fozmer cruelty and rigoz, ?? 
is come to render herſelfe at your commaundement. I” 
Then the king beholding the pong Counteſle tremblinge 

fm feare, like a leafe ſhaken with the winde ( with her epes 
fed an the grounde) appꝛoching neer her, toke her by the 
hande, and kiſſing her, ſapd. Melcome, mp life and ſoule- ,, 
But ſhe no moꝛe moued than a fierce Lid enuitoned with 
ctuell beaſtes, ſtoode ſtill and helde her peace, her har te ſo 
colkrapned foꝛ ſoꝛrow & deſpite, as ſhe was not able to aũ · 
ſweare a wazd. The kinge whothoughte that ſuch paſſion 
pꝛoceeded of ſhame, commaunded the Sentlewomen, that 
were in her compamp, to departe the chamber, ſauing the 
mother which bzoughte her tothe entrie of his chamber, 
Uho wichozawing herſelfe backe, left her tothe mercy of 
loue and the kinge . So ſone as the king was entred the 
Chamberhe ſhutte the dooze after him. TUbich AElips 
percepuinge, beganne to feele a furious combate Lame 

ber honour and life, feariug to be defloured, and ſeing her 
abandoned of al humaineſactour;falling downe poffrate | 
at his keete, ſhe fayd vnta him, Gracious and redoubted „ 
Hinte, ſithe my heaup foꝛtune hath bꝛoughte mee hither, 3» 
like an innocente Lambe to the ſacrifice , and that my pa» >» 


rents amazed though pour furie, are become rautchers „ 


r mec again my will, and contraryto che duety of their „ 
$0102, haue deliuered me into pour handes, Jhumbly be, 5 
eech your maieſtie, if there remaine in your noble perſo - 3» 
age any ſpar ke of vertue g Paincelp alkctton, befoze you 5» 


paſle 
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© palle any kur ther to ſatiſfie your deſire, to let me pꝛoue and 
4 e bnderſtande by effecte, if your Loue be ſuch, as oftentimes 
e by letters and mouth pou haue declared vnto me. The re⸗ 
Ie quelte which J will make vnto you ſhall be but eaſie, and 
Ie Pet (hall ſatiſſie mee moze than all the contencacion of the 
** wozld.Dtherwile(lir)doe not thincke that ſo longe as mp 
* life doth continue, Jam able to do that which can-contente 
e Pour deſire. And if my ſute ſhall ſceme reaſonable, groſi- 
- ded bppon equitie, befoze J dot open and declare the ſame 
* moze at large, aſſure the perfozmaunce thereofvuto me by 
he The king hearigher p2ayer to be ſo reaſonable,whers- 
unto rather then to refuſe it, he ſwoze by his Sceptersta» 
king God ta witne ſſe and all tbe heauenly powers, f̃oꝛ c6« 
ſirmacion of that which he pꝛetended to pꝛomiſe:ſaide vnto 
© her, Madame, the onely maiſtreſſe and ke per of my louing 
6 harte, ſith of paur grace and curteſie vou haue voucblafed 
© to come vnto m Palace, to make requeſt ot my ane ip fa 
c uoure and good will, which now J irreuocablp do conſent 
5e and graunt, ſwearing vnto pou by that hononrable ſacra⸗ 
e mente of Baptiſme, whereby J was incoꝛpoꝛated to the 
ce Church ot God, and fo2 the loue that J beare you(fo2-gres: 
cc ter aſſuraunte J cannot giue) I will not rełuſe any thing. 
ce that is in my power and abilitie, to the intent you map not 
ce he in doubt whether J do loue pou, and intend hereafter to 
ce implop mp ſelfe to ſerue aud pleaſure you:fo2 other wyſe J 
ce ſhould falſifye my faith, and moꝛe feruently I cannot bind 
c myſelle it I ſhoulde ſweare by all the othes of the woꝛlde. 
The fapze Counteſſe ſitting fill vpon ber knees, although 
the king many times pꝛaped her to riſe vp, reuerently toke 
the king by the hand, ſaying. And J do kiſle this royal had, 
cc foʒ lopall teſtimonie of the fauour which: pour grace doth 
cc ſhew me. Then plucking outa ſharpe knife, which was Wt 
cc hidden vnder ber kirtle, all bathed and waſhed in teares, 
cc reclining her pitifull eyes towards the king, that was ap- 
& palled with that ſight, he laid vnta him. Sir, the gift * R 
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Itequire, and wherfoze pour faith is boũd, is this. J molt ,, 
humblie deſire pou, that rather then to diſpoile me of mine „ 
honour, with the ſwozd girded by pour ſide, you do vouche ,, 
ſafe to ende my like, oꝛ to ſuffer me pꝛeſently, w this ſharpe „ 
pointed knife in my hand, to thꝛuſt it to my hart, that mine „ 
innocent bloud, doing the fanerall honour, may beare wit⸗ „ 
nelle bekoꝛe God of my vndefiled chaſtity, as being vtterly ,, 
reſolued honourablie to die. And that rather then to loſe ,, 
mine honoure, Imape murther m ſelfe befoze pou wyth ,, 
this blade and knife in pꝛeſent hand. Che king burning 
with amozous heate, beholding this pitifull ſpectacle, and 
conſiderfnge the inuincible conſtancie and chaſticie of the 
Counteſſe, banquiſhed by remoꝛſe ot conſcience, ioyned th 
like pitie, taking her by the hand, laid. Riſe vp Lady c,, 
live from hencekoꝛth allured:foꝛ I will not ne pet pꝛetende ,, 
all the dayes of my life, to commit any thing in you againſt ,, 
pour will. And plucking the knife out ok her hand, excla⸗ 
med. This knife hereafcer,ſhall bee the Purſiuant befo2e 
God and men of this thine inexpugnable chaſtitie, 5 fozce 
whereof wanton loue was not able to endure, rather pel⸗ 
ding place to Uertue, which being not alienated from me, 
bath made me at one inſtãt victoꝛious ouer mp ſelfe, which 
by and by J will make you to vnderſfande, to pour greate 
contentacion and greater maruel.Foz aſſuraunce wherof, 
] deſtre none other thing of pou, but a chaſte kiſſe. Mhich 
receyued, hee opened the dooze and cauſedthe Counteſle to 
come in with the Secretarie and the gentlewomen, and 5 
ſame time hee called alſo the Courtiers and Piers ok the 
Realme, which weretben in the baſe Court of the Palace, 
among who was the Archbiſhop of Yozke,aman of great 
reputacion and ſinguler learning, towhom with the knife 
in his hand, he recited particulerly 5ᷣ diſcourſe ofhis Lone. 
And after he toke the Counteſſe by che hande,and ſayd vn- 
wo ber. Madame the houre is come that fozrecompence of 


4 our honelt chaſtitye and vertue, J wil and conſent to take 
vou 
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you to wike,ifyou thincke good. The Counteſle hearſnge 
thoſe woꝛdes began to recoloure her bleake and pale face, 
with a Uermilion teinte and Roſeal rudde,and accompli- 
ted with incredible deligbt and ioye, falling downe at his 
gc keete ſaid vnto him. My Loꝛd, foꝛ aſmuchas I nener loked 
dc to be aduaunced to ſo honourable ſtate as Foztune nowe 
ec doth offer, foꝛ merite of a benefice ſo high and great, which 
cc you preſent vnto me, vouchlauing to avaſe pour ſelfe.to the 
cc eſpouſal of ſa pooze a Lady, pour Maieſties pleaſure being 
cc ſuch, behold me ready at your commaundement.The king 
ce taking her vp from kneeling on the ground, commaunded 
«c the Bichop to pꝛonounce with highe voice the vſual woꝛds 
cot Matrimonie. Then dzawing a riche Diamond from his 
«c finger, bee gaue it to the Counteſſe, and kiſſing her, ſaide. 
ce Madame you be Queene of England, and pꝛeſently J doe 
ce giue you thirty thouſande Angells by the peare fox pour 
cc reuenew. And the Ouchte of Lancaſter being by confiſca: 
ce tion fallen into my hands, J giue alſo vnto you,to beſtowe 
cc bppon pour ſelfe and pour frends, Al which turolled accoz 
ding to the maner of the Co ũtrie, the king (accompliſhing 
the mariage, re warded the Counteſſe foz the rigozous in! 
tereſtes of his ſo leng loue , with ſuche hap and content, 

as they may iudge which haue made aſſay of like pleaſure, 
and recouered the kruite of ſa long purſute. And the mos 
magnificentipe to ſolemnize the mariage, the kinge aſſem» 
bled all the Nobilitie of Englande, and ſomoned them to 

be at Lonvonthe firſt day of July then folowingg, to beaty 
tifte and aſſiſt the Nupcialles æ cozonation ofthe Queene, 
Then be lente foz the Father and bzethzenof che Queene, 
whom he embzaced one after an other, bonouring 5 Earle 

4 as his father, and his ſonnes as his bꝛethꝛen, whtreof the 
oF Earle wonderfully reiopſed,ſcinge the contepued hope of 
ö his Oaughters honour ſoꝛted to ſo happte cffecte,as well 
to the perpetual fame of him and his, as to the euer laſting 
aduauncement of his houſe , At the apyolnted day the 
Ueene 
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Queene was bzoughte from her fathers houſe apparelley 
with Royall beſtures, euen ts the Palace, and conducted 
with an infinite nomber of Loꝛds & Ladies to the Church, 
where when ſeruice was done, the Kinge was maried (a - 
game) openly, and the lame celebzated,ſhee was conueped 
vp into a publike place, and pꝛoclamed Queene of Englav, 
to the exceedinge gratulacion and iope incredible of all the 


ſubiectes. 
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An Aduertiſement 
to the Reader. 


Fter theſe tragicall Nonelles and dolorous Hi- 

ſtories of Bandello, haue thoughte good for 

thy recreacion, to refreſhthy mind vvith ſome 
pleaſaunt deuiſe; and diſportes. Leaſt thy ſpi- 
ritesand ſences ſhould be apalled and aſtonned vvith the 
ſondrie kindes of cruelties remembred in the vij. of the 
former Nouelles . V Vhich be ſo ſtrannge and terrible as 
they be able to affright the ſtouteſt. And yet conſidering 
that they be very good leſſons for auoyding of like incõ- 
ueniences, and apt examples for cõtinuacion of good & 
honeſt life, they are the better to be borne vvith, and may 
yvith leſſe aſtonniſnment be read & marked. They that 

follovv, be mitigated and ſvveetened vvith e re, 
not altogether ſo ſovver as the former be. Pray- 
inge thee moſte hartely, paciently to beare 
vvith thoſe that ſhall occure, either in 
theſe that folovv, or in theother 
that are paſt before. 
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and meſſages, but ſhe (a pꝛoude and ſcoznefull Pzinceſſe) 


Galgano and 


C AGentleman called Galgano, long time made ſute to 
Madonna Minoccia, Her husbid fir Stricca (not knowig 
the ſame) diuers times praiſed and commended Galgano, 
by reaſon whercof, in the abſence of her husband,ſhe ſent 
for him, and yelded herſelfe vnto him, tellinge him what 
wordes her husbande had ſpoken of hun, and for recom- 


pence he refuſed to diſhoneſt her. 
The, xl[yu.N ouel.. 


NN. the Citie of Siena in Italie there was 
a rich yong Gentleman called Galgano, 
| bozne ok noble birth,actiue,and wel trai- 
d in al kindeof exerciſe, valiaũt, bꝛaue, 


- 
= 
_- 


This Galgano loueda Gentlewoman of 
Siena named Madonna Minoccia, the wyfe of ſir Striccaa 
tomely knight, and woze in his apparell the colour and dee 
uiſes of his Ladp, bearing the ſame vppon his helmet and © | 
armour, in all Juſtes, Tournepes #triumphes,obſeruing . 
noble keaſtes and banquettes foꝛ her ſake. But foꝛ all thole W j 
coſtly ſumptuous and noble pꝛactiſes, this Lady Minoccia c 
in no wyſe would giue eare vnto his ſutes.TUherfoze Gal- 
ganoat his wittes ende, was voyde of aduiſe what to do 02 
lape, ſeing the great crueltie  rigo2 raigning in her beſte, 
vnto whom hee daylie pꝛaped fo2 better ſucceſſe ⁊ foztune, 
than to himſelke. There was no feaſt, banquet, triumph, o 
mariage, but Galgano was there, to do ber hũble ſeruice, 
and that dape his minde was not pleaſed and contented, 
wherein he had not ſeene her that had his louing harte in 
full polleſſion. Uery many times (like a ꝛince that coue- 
ted peace) he lente ambaſſadours vnto her, wyth pꝛeſentes 


dapned 
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dayned neither to heate tbem oz receine them. And in this 
ſkate ſtode this paſſionate Louer a longe time, tozmented 
with the cxceedinghote Loue and fealtie that he bare her. 
And many times making his reuertt complaints to lone, 
did ſay. Ah Love, my deare and ſoueraigne Lozd, how cru 5> 
ell hard harted art thou, how vnmercikully dealeſt thou 55 
with me, rather how deafe be thine eares, that canſt not re. 
cline the ſame ta my nightly complaintes and dailye afflics 5» 
tions? How chaunceth it that J do in this maner conſume 5» 
my toyfu]ll dayes with pining plainces 2 UWby doeſt thou >» 
ſuffer me to Loue, and not to be beloued : And thus often; 2» 
times remembzinge the crueltie of Loue, and his Ladies 
tyꝛannp, hee began to dpe in maner like a wight replete 10 
de ſpaire. But in line, he determined pacientlpto abide the 
good time and pleaſure of Laue, ſtill hoping to linde mer» 
tie. And daily gaue himſe lle to pꝛactiſe and frequent thoſe 
thinges, that might be acceptable and pleaſant to his La- 
dy · But ſhee ſtill perſiſted inexozable. It chatinced þ ſtr 
Stricca and his fap2e wyfe, foꝛ their ſolace and recreation, 
re patred to one of their houſes hard by Siena. And vpon a 
time, Galgano paſſing by with a Sparhauke on his fiſte, 
made as though he went on Pauking, but of purpoſe one⸗ 
ly ta ſee bis Lady And as he was going by the bouſe, ſir 
Stricca eſpied him, and went koꝛth to meete him, and kami⸗ 
{iarly taking him by the hand, pꝛaped him, to take parte of 
bis ſupper with his wyke and bim. Foz which curtelle Gat 
gano Fane him thantckes and laid. Sir J do thancke pou 
fo your turteous requeſte. but fox this time I pꝛap por to 
hold me extuſed, becauſe Jam going about certaine affay- 
res very requiſite and neceſſary to be done. Then ſapde 
fir Stricca. At leaſt wſe dzincke with mee bekoꝛe yon des „ 
part: but giuing him thankes he bad him karewell. Mai- „ 
er Stricca ſeing that hee could not cauſe him to tarp,toke 
bis leaue, and retouened into his houſe. Galgano gone 
from maiſter Stricca, ſapd to himſelfe. Ah beaſtthat Jam, 
Dy mhp 
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c why did not J accept his offer: Why ſhould ſhamefalknes, 
cc let me from the ſixbt of her, whom J loue better than all 
66 the wozld beſides, And as be was thus penlife in coplaine 
tes, his ſpaniells ſpꝛong a Partrich,wherat he let flee bis 
Pauke, and the Partrich flying into ſir Stricca his gardẽ, 
his Hauke purſued and ſeaſſed vppon the ſame, Maiſter 
Stricca and his Ladyehearinge that paſtime, ranne co the 
garden window, to ſee the killing of the Partrich. And be⸗ 
holding the valiante ſkirmiſhe betweene the foule and the 
Pauke, the Lady aſked whole Hauke it was. Her huſband 
made aunſwere that he knew well inoughe the owner, by 

te the goodneſſe and hardines of the ſame . Fo2 the owner of 
ce this hauke (quoth hee) is the trimmeſt and moſt valiaunt 
cc gentleman in all Siena, and one indued with beſte quali⸗ 
cc ties. The Lady demaunded what he was. Maiſter Galga- 
cc no((atd her huſ band) who euẽ now paſſed by the gate, and 
c A pꝛaped him very earneſtly to ſupper, but hee woulde not 
ct he intreated. And truly wyle, he is the comlieſt gentleman 
ce and moſte vertuous perſonage, that euer I knewe in my 
« lie. With thoſe wozdes they wente from the windo we to 
ſupper. And Galgano,when he had lured his Hauke depar⸗ 
ted awaye. The Lady marked thole woꝛds and fired them 

in minde. It koꝛtuned within a while after, that ſir Stricca 
was by the ſtate of Siena, ſent in 4mbaſſage to Perugia, by 
reaſon wherok, his Ladie at home alone, ſs ſone as her hul⸗ 
band had taken his fournep, ſent her moſt ſecrete ę truſtie 
maide, to intreat maiſter Galgano, to come ; ſpeake with 
ber. Ahen the mellage was done to Galgano, (iſ his harte 
were on a merie pinne, 02 whether his ſpirits dullen with 
continuall ſoꝛrowe were agatne reuiued, thep knowe, that 
moſt haue kelte the painefull pangues of Loue, and they 
alſo whoſe fleſh haue beene pearced wyth the amozoug are 
rowes of the little bop Cupide.) Pee made aunſwere that 
hee would willingly come, rendzinge thanckes both to the 
maiſtreſſe and maide, the one fox her paine, and the * 
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koꝛ her good remembzaunce.Galgano vnderſtanding that 
fir Stricea was gone to Perugia, in the eueninge at conue⸗ 
nient time, repatred to the houſe of her whoſe light be lo⸗ 
ued better, than his owne epes. And being come befoze his 
Lady, with great ſubmiſſion and reuerence hee ſaluted her 
(like thoſe whoſe hartes do thzobe, as fozetellinge the polo 
ſeſſion.of good tournes and benefites, after which wyth. 
longe (ute and trauaile they haue aſpired (wherewith the 
Lady delighted, very pleaſantly; toke him by the hande, & 
imbꝛacing him, laid. Telcom mine owne ſweet Galgano, 
a hundzed times I ſay weltome. And fo} the time with kiſs 
ſes, makinge truce with their affections, the Ladycalled 
koꝛ Conſictes and-wpne . And when they had dzonke and 
refreſhed themſelues, the Lady toke him by the hande and 
lald. Pp ſweete Galgano night beginne th topaſle awape, „ 
and the time of flecpe is come, there foe let vs peld our fel» „ 
ues ta the ſeruice and commaundement of our very good _ 
Ladpe Madame Cytherca, fo whole ſake I intreated you ,_ 
tu come hither . Galgano aunſwered, that he was very wel 
contented . Being within the Chamber, after much ple: - 
ſaunte talke and loving diſcourſe bet weene them, the Las 
dy did put ot ber clothes, and went to bed. Galgano being. ; 
ſomemhat baſhfull, was per cepued of the Lady. vnto whõ 
ſhe ſaid. Me thincke Galgano that pou be fearetul ſhame» 
faſt. N hat do pou lacke? Do J not pleaſe you? Doth not ,,, 
my perſonage content you? aue you not the thing which 
you deſire? Pes Madame ſaid Galgano. God himſelf could ,,, 
nat do mea greater plealure, than to ſuffe r me to be cleped „ 
bin pour armes And reafoning iu this (ozte,be put of his 
clothes alſo; and laide himſelfe by her whom he bad coue⸗ 
ted and deſired of long time. Being in the bed, he laid. Pa⸗ 
dame, I beſecch you graunt me one requeſt. Mhat is that ,_ 
Galgano (quoth ſhe.) It is this Madame, ſaid Galgano. J 'F 
da much maruell, why thisnightaboueall other, xo haue 
(eat ko mee:conſidering how long J haue bin a luter vnto , 
2d it. Lou, 
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ce pot, and although J baue pꝛoſecuted my ſafe, by great ex⸗ 
ce pente and trauaile, yet you would neuer pelde befoze now. 
c {lbat bath moued pou now thus to do: The Lady anſwe⸗ 
cc red J wil tell pouſtr. True it is, p not many dapes a goe, 
cc paſling by this houſe , with pour Hauke on pour fiſte, my 
ec huſband told me that ſo ſone as he ſawe pou, he went oute 
cc to mtete pou, ofpurpoſe to intreate you to Supper, but 
cc you would not tarrie: Then pour Pauke purſued a Par⸗ 
cc trich,enen into my garden, and I ſeing the Pauke ſoegers 
ce ly ſealing vpon the ſame, demaunded of iny huſband whoſe 
cc Hauke it was. He told me that the Pauke did belong tro þ 
cc molt excellent pong man of all Siena: and þ he neuer in all 
ce his like knewe a gencleman better accompliſhed with all 
cc vertues and good qualities, and there withall gaue vnto 
cc pou ſinguler p2ayſe and comm@edacton, Whereuppon hea⸗ 
cc ring him in ſuch wiſe to pꝛapſe vou, x knowing rightce well 
cc pour affectionate minde and diſpoſition towards mee, my 
cc hart attached with loue, koꝛced me to ſende fo2 pou, that J 
cc migbte hereafter auopde diſdaine and other lcoznekull ves 
cc meaner, to impeache oz hinder pour loue. And this bꝛiefe · 
cc ly is the cauſe. Is this true ſaid Galzano 4 Moſf certaine 
ce and true, aunſweared the Lady. Mas there no other occa⸗ 
cc ſton? No verely ſaid the Lady. God defend (ꝙ Calgano)ÿ 
cc J ſhould recompence the curteſie and good will of lo noble 
cc agentleman(as pour buſ band is) w repꝛoch e villany. T's 
cc it meete p good turnes ſhould be requited with vnkindnes? 
cc If euer man had cauſe to defende the hono? of his vnkno⸗ 
cc wen frende, cauſe haue J right good and apte. Foz now, 
cc knowinge ſuch a frende, that would by vertyous repoꝛtes 
ec haue aduaunced me to higher matters, than wherof Jam 
cc in poſſeſſidn, ſhould J reward with pollucion of his ſtocke 
cc and wifes No, no, Lady: Dy raginge ſute by Loue, is by 
cc bertue quenched. Uertcue onely hath ſtaunched the flames 
cc of vile affections , Seeke another krende, to glut pour le- 
cherous 
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cherous minde. Finde out ſome other companion, to coole „ 
that diſozdinate loue. Shal J be diſlopal to him, that hath 
been faithfull vnto mee: Shall J be traptoz to him, that „ 
frendly hath commended me? Nhat can be moze required „ 
of humane hart, oz moꝛe deſired ok manlike minde, but wil ,, 
full bent, and fixed to do him good, that neuer erſt by iuſte ,, 
de ſert, deſerued the ſame. Mith which wozdes ſodenly hee 45 
{cept out ok the bed, And when he had furniſhed himſelfe a» 
gaine with bis apparell, hee alſo pit vppon him bertuous 
frendſhip, and takinge his leaue ofthe Lady, neuer after 5 
time he gaue himſelke to matters ol Loue. And maiſter 
Stricca he continually obſerued both with ſinguler lone # 
dutikull frendſhip, W herbyit is vncertaine whether was 
moſt ſinguler in him, his continency at the very inſtante by 
t krapning that vehemẽt heate of loue, which ſo long time 
with great trauaile and coſte he had purſued: oꝛ his re- 
gard offrendſhip to ſir Stricca bppon woꝛdes of com⸗ 
mendacion ſpoken behinde fits backe. Both no 


doubt be ſinguler vertues meete foꝛall men to 
be obſerued:but the ſubduing ok bis affec- 
tions ſurmounted and paſled, 
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nice, vyhere being made Citizens for divers monuments 


Of a Duke of Venice 


C Bindo a notable Architect, and his ſonne Ricciardo, 
vvithall his familie, frõ Florence, vvent to dvvell at Ve- 


by them done there, througheinordinateexpences vvere 
forced to robbe the Treaſure houſe. Bindo beinge ſlaine 
by a pollicie deuiſed by the Duke and ſtate. Ricciardo by 
fine ſubtelties deliuereth himſelfe from foure daungers. 
Aftervvards the Duke (by his ovvne confeſſion) vnder- 
ſtandinge the ſleightes, giueth him his pardon, and his 
doughter in mariage. 


T be. xlpii. Nouell. 


= <4 N the goodlyCitie of Venice, there was 
once a Duke, that was a noble gentlefi; 
ind ok greate experience and wiſedome, 
called Valcriano di meſſer Vannozzo 
i Acccttani. In the chic feſt Church ok 
8 which Citie called San Marco, there was 
a ſteple, verp faire and ſumptuous, and of 

greateſt fame of anyjthinge at that time p was in Venice, 
which ſteeple was like to fall downe by reaſon of certaine MW / 
faultes and decayes in the foundacton, Wherfoze ß Duke 
cauſed to be ſearched thozow out all Italie, ſome cunning 
wozkeman that would take in hand the reparacion and a⸗ 
mendmente of the ſame. TUtth pꝛomiſe of ſo much money 
as he would demaund, koꝛ doing thereof. Whereuppon an 
excellent Architect of Florence, named Bindo, hearing tel 
ok this offer, determined to go to Venice, koꝛ paccompliſhs 
mente of that wozke, and foꝛ that purpoſe with his onelye 
ſonne and wyfe,hee departed Florence. And when be had 
ſeene #ſurueyed the ſteeple,he went ſtraight to the Duke, 
and told him that he was come thither to offer his ſeruite 
foz repayzinge of theſame,whom the Duke curteouſſy in. 
rertclh 
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tertapned,#p2ayed him, that he would ſo ſone as he could, 
begin that wozke. Ahereunto Bindo actoꝛded, and wyth 
great diligence, and ſmall time he finiſhed the ſame, in bets 
ter fozme and ſuretie tbã it was at the firſt, Thich great» 
ly pleaſed the Duke, and gaue Bindo ſo much money as he 
demaunded, making him beſides a Citizen of Venice, foꝛ 
the maintenannce of whole ſtate, hee allotted him a ſuffict- 
ent ſtipend: Afterwards the Ouke called himvntohim,# 
declared phe would haue a Treaſure houſe made, where⸗ 
in ſtould be diſpoſed and layde vp all the Trealure, a com⸗ 
mon oznamentes koz the furniture of the whole Citie, 
which Bindo by and by toke vppon him to do, and made it 
of ſuch ſinguler beautie, as it excelled all the monumentes 
of the Citie, wherein all the lald treaſure was beſtowed. 
In which wozke hee had framed a one by cunninge, that 
mighte be remoued at pleaſure, and no man perteiue it: 
Meaning thereby to goe into the Chamber when be liſte: 
Abereunto none in all the wozld was pꝛiuie but himſelke. 
Ahen this Palace and Treaſure houſe was done, he cau⸗ 
ſed allthe furnitures ok Silkes, hanginges wzoughe with 
Golde, Canapees clothes ok ſtate, riche Chapzee, Plate, 
and other Oꝛnamentes ok Golde and ſtiluer to be caried 
thither, wbich he called La Turpea del doge, and was kept 
under ſiue keyes, whereof foure were delinered to foure 
ofthe chitke Citizens, deputed to that office, which were 
called Chamberlapnes ofthe Treaſure houſe, and the fife 
kee the Duke himſelfe did keepe, ſo that the Chamber 
toulde not bee opened excepte they were all fie pꝛeſente. 
Nowe Bindoand his famelie dwelling at Venice, and bes 
inge a Citizen there, beganne to ſpende liberallpe, and to 
live a riche and wealthpe like, and hys ſonne Ricciardo 
conſumed diſozdinatelye, whereby in ſpace ok time, they 
wanted Garmentes to kurniſhe their bodies, which they 
were not able to maintaine fo2 their inoꝛdinate expen⸗ 


g. UAherekoze the father vppon a night calling his ſonne 
Dd. litts. onto 
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A Duke. of Venice 


onto him, got a ladder, æ a cer taine pꝛon inſtrumente made 
fo2 the purpoſe, and taking alſo with him a litle lime, went 
to þ hole, which Bindo artificially had made, who taking 
out the ſtone, crept in, æ toke out a faire cup of Gold, which 
was ina cloſet, and afterward he wente out, cowehing the 
ſtone againe in due place. And wh? they were come home, 
they bꝛake the cup, and cauſed it to be ſould by veece meale, 
in certaine Cities ok Lombardie. And in this ſoꝛte, they 
maintapned their diſozdinate life begonne. It chaũced not 
long after, that a Cardinall arriued at Venice, about al- 
fayzes with the Duke, and the ſkate, whothe moze honou⸗ 
rablie to receiue bim, opened the Treaſure houle to take 
oute certaine kurnitures within, as plate, clothes of ſtate, 
and other thinges. Then the doze was opened, and had ta- 
ken out the (aide neceſſartes,they founde a cuppe leſſe than 
oughte tobe, wherewith the chamberlatnes contended a⸗ 
monge themſelues, &wente tothe Duke, telling him that 
there wanted a cuppe,Wlhereat the Duke maruciled,and 
ſaid that amonges them it mult needes be gone. And after 
many denialls, and much talke, he willed chem to laye no⸗ 
thing. till the Cardinall was departed. Uben the Cardi⸗ 
nall was come, hee was recepued with honourable inter» 
teignemente, and beinge deparced,the Duke lente fo} che 
foure Chamberlaines, to conſult about the loſſe of che cup, 
commaunding them not to departe the Palace, befoze the 


ſame was found, ſaping that amongs them it muſt needes gan 


be ſtolen. Thele foure perſons being together, and deba» 


ting how & by what meanes the cup ſhould be taken away, | Cone 
were at their wittes end. At length one of them (aide. Þ becte 
ce Let vs conſider whether there be anye comminge into the what 
cc Chamber beſides the dooze, and viewinge it, they coulde his fa 
not perceiue anye entrie at all. And to pꝛoue the ſame tema 
moꝛe effectuallye, they ſtrawed the Chamber abouteURicci: 
with line ſifted chaffe, ſetting the ſame on ſier, which done well a 
they ſhutte kaſte the windowes and doozes , that theſwas be 


ſimmoke 
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ſmoke and ſmoulder might not goe out. The fozce of which 
ſmoke was ſutche as it iſſued thzough the hole that Bindo 
made, whereby they perceiued the waye howe the robberp 
was committed, and went to the Duke to tell him what 
thep had done The Duke vuderſtanding the fact, wylled 
them to ſape nothing, foz that he woulde deuile a pollicie 
howe to take the theefe. Who cauſed to be bzought into 
che chamber a caldꝛon of pitche, and placed it directly vn» 
der the hole,commaunving that a fpze ſhould be kept dape 
and night, vnder the caldzon, that the.ſame might conti⸗ 
nually bople . It came to paſſe that when the money was 
ſpent, which the father and ſonne had receiued fo2 the cup, 
one night they went agapne to the hole, and remouing 5 
{tone , the father went in as he did befoze,, and fill into the 
caldzon of pitche{which continually was boyling there / vp 

to the waſte, and not able to liue any longer, be called his 
ſonne vnto him, and ſapde. Ricciardo myne owne ſweete „ 
ſonne, death bach taken me p2yſoner , foz halfe my body is ,, 
dead, q my bzeath alſo is ready to departe . Take my head ,, 
with thee, and burie it in ſome place that it be not knowen, „ 
which done, commend me to thy mother, whome J pꝛape „ 
thee to cheriſhe comkoꝛte, and in any wyſe take hede that „ 
warely and circumſpectlipe thou doe departe from hence. , 
Aad ifany man do aſke fo2 me, ſap that I am gone to Flo- „ 
rence, about certaine buſineſſe. The ſonne lamentably be» „ 
gan to lament his fathers foztune, ſaping. Oh deare father „ 
bhat wicked furie hath thus cruelly deuiled ſodaine death. ,, 
„Content thy ſelfe(my ſonne) ſayd the father, and be quiet, „ 
„ better it is that one ſhould dye, than twoo, therekoze doe ,, 
what J baue tolde thee, and fare well. The ſonne tooke bp ,, 
e his fathers head, and went his wape, the reſte of his bodye 
eremapned in the caldzon, like a block without foꝛme. UAbẽ 

te Ricciardo was come home, he buried his fathers bead ſo 
well as he could, and afterwardes tolde his mother what 

ha was become of his facher, who vuderſtandiug 1 
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ofhis death, began piteouſly to crie out, to whom her ſonne 
cc holding vp his hands, ſapd. Good mother hold pour peace, 
cc and geue ouer your weeping: foz our life is in great perill 
cc and daunger, if your outcrie be heard. Therefoꝛe good mo⸗ 
cc ther quiet your ſelfe , fo2 better it were fo2 vs to line in 
cc pooꝛe eſtate, than to die with infamie,to the vtter repꝛoche 
cc and ſhame of all our familie:Tith whiche woozdes, be aps 
cc peaſed her. In the mozning the bodye was founde and cas 

ried to the Duke, who matuelled at it, and could not de⸗ 


cc uiſe what he ſhould be, but ſayd. Surely there be two that 


c committed this robberie, one of them we haue, let vs ima⸗ 
cc gine how we may take the other. Then one of the foure cha 
cc berlaines ſayd. I haue found out a trap to catche the other 


cc if it will pleaſe you to heare mine aduiſe, which is this. Im 


«c poſſible it is, but this theefe that is dead, hath either wife, 


cc childꝛen o2 ſome kinſman in the citie, therkoʒe let vs caufe 


cc the bodie, to be dꝛawen thꝛoughout the ſtreates, and geue 
ce diligent hede whether any per ſone doe complaine o2 lamẽt 
c his death And ik any ſuch be found, let him be taken © exa⸗ 
ce mined: which is the next way as J ſuppoſe, to finde out his 
cc cõpanion.Ahich being cõcluded, they departed, The body 
was dzaw? throughout 5 citie with a Guard okmẽ atten» 
ding vpon the ſame. As þ executioners paſſed by the houſe 
of Bindo, whoſe carcaſlelaye vppon the hurdle , his wyfe 
ſtode at the wyndowe, and ſeing the body of her bulbande 
ſo vſed, made a great outcrie . At whiche noyſe the ſonne 
cc ſpake to his mother and ſayde. Alas mother what do you, 
And beholding his fathers coꝛps vpon the hurdle, be toke 


| Fe Mpc geu 
a knife and made a great gaſhe into his hande, that the ente 


bloud aboundauntly iſſued out. The Guarde hearing the eln 
noyle that the woman made, ran into the houſe, andaſked'Ytyy, 
cc her what ſhe lacked. The ſonne aunlwered. J was caruing bur 
cc a peece of ſtone with this knife, and by chaunce J burt my 
cc hande, whiche my mother ſeeyng cryed out, tbynking that t 
c had hurt my lelte moze than I haue. The 9 aces 


bod 
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bis bande all bloudy and cut, did beleue it to be true, and 
com thence went round about 5 liberties of the citie, fins 
ding none that ſeemed to lament o2 bewaple that chaunce. 
And returning to the Duke, they tolde him howe all that 
labour was imploped in vapne, whereupon he appointed 
them to hang bp the dead body in the market place, with ſe⸗ 
cret watche in like maner, to eſpie if any per ſone by day oz 
night, would come to complaine o2 be ſozowefull fo2 him. 
Which body was by the feete hanged vp there, and a cons 
tinuall watche appointed to kepe the ſame. The rumo! he⸗ 
reot᷑ was bꝛuted thꝛoughout the citie, and every man reſoꝛʒ⸗ 
ted thither to ſee it. The woman hearing tell that her bul⸗ 
bandes carcalle ſhould be hanged bp in the market place. 
ſaide diuerſe times to her lonne, that it was a very reac 
{ame fo2 him to ſuffer his fathers body in that ſhameſull 
ſo2t to be bſed. To whom her ſonne made anlwere, ſaping. 55 
Good mather , fo2 Gods ſake be contented fo2 that whiche 55 
they do, is fo2 none other purpoſe,but to pꝛoue me: wheres 53 
fo2e be pacient a while, till chis chaũce be paſt. The mother >» 
not able to abide it any longer, bzake out many times into 
theſe woꝛds. If J were a man, as Jama woman, it ſhould 45 
not be undone now:and ik thou wilt not adufture thy ſelf, 5» 
] will one night giue the attempt. The pong man ſeing 5 
e | froward nature of his mother, determined to take away p 
e bop, by this policie. De boꝛrowed twelue kriers frockes oz 
ec. cowles, and in the euening went downe to the hauen, and 
u. bired twelue Mariners, and placed them in a backe houſe, 
ke geuing them ſa muche meate and dzinke as chey woulde 
he Beate . And when they had well whiclet and tippled them 
be N:lues,he put vpon them choſe kriers cowles,wich viſards 
bp10n their faces, and gaue euery of them intheir bands a 
burning tozch, making thẽ to ſeme as though they had ben 
D ũuels of hel. And he himſelf, rode vpon a hozſe al couered 
batch blacke, beſet rounde about with monſtrous aud vaglie 
ing eces, euerpe of them hauinge a burnyng candle in bys 
| mouth 
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mouthe, and riding befoze with a viſarve of hozrible ape 
vpon his head, lapde vnto them: doe as J doe: And then 
marched fozward to the market place. Chen they came 
thether they ran vp and downe with rozing vopces crying 
out like Deuils, being then paſt midnight and very darke. 
When the watche ſawe that ſtraunge light, they were af- 
frapde , thinking that they had bene Deuils in deede, and 
that he on hozſebacke in that fozme,bad ben the great De: 
uill Lucifer himſelfe. And ſeing him runne towardes the 
gidet, the watche toke their legges c ran awap. The pong 
man in the ſhape of the great Deuill, toke downe the bodp 
and lapd it befoze him on hozſebacke,who calling his com⸗ 
panie away,. roode befoze in poſte. Mhen they were come 
home, he gaue them their money; e bncaling them ok their 


cowles, ſent them away, and afterwardes buried the body 
ſo ſecretly as he could. In the mozning, ne wes came to the 


Duke that the bodye was taken awape, who ſent fo2 the 
Guarde to knowe what was become thereof . To whome 


ce they ſapde theſe wozdes. Pleaſeth pour grate, about mids. 


cc night laſt paſt, there came into the market place a compa⸗ 
cc nie of Deuils,among whom we lawe the great Deuil Lu» 


cc cifer himſelfe, who as wee ſuppoſe , did eate vp the bodye, 


tc which terrible ſight e viſion, made vs to take our legges. 
The Duke by thoſe wozdes perceived euidently, that the 
ſame was but a pꝛactiſe, to deteiue them ok their purpoſe, 
uotwithſtanding, he determined once again to deuiſe ſome 
meanes in the ende to knowe the truthe,and decreed a cons 
ſtitucion, that fo2 5ᷣ ſpace ot, xx.dapes no freſh meate ſhould: 
be ſolde in Venice. At which decree all the citie marueiled, 
Afterwardes he cauſed a verie faire fatte calfe to be ſolde, 
ſeſſing the pꝛice of euery pounde at a Fiorino,which amoſis 
teth to a French crowne 02 there aboutes, and willed hym 
that ſolde it, to note and marke them that bought it. Thin⸗ 


& King with him ſelfe, that he which is a theefe is licoꝛous of 


A mauth,delicate in fare, and would not ſtick to gene a good 
pꝛict 
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pꝛlte although it toſt him a Freuch crownfoz every pofld, „ 
Making proclamatio, that he which would buye any freſh 
meate,ſhouldreſozt to the marketplace where was to bee 
ſolde , All the Parchauntes and Gentlemen, repaired to 
buye ſome of the Ueale,x vnderſtanding that euery pound 
would not be ſolde vnder a Frenche crowne, they bought 
none at all. This Calke and the pꝛice was bꝛuted in ali pla- 
tes, and came to the knowledge of the mother ol this pong 5» 
man, who laid vnto her lonne . haue a minde to eate ſome 2 
ok the Neale, now ſolde in the market. Ricciardo aunſwes 2» 
red, Mother make no haſte ta bupe it, firſt let it be cheapes ⸗ 
ned by othet, and at length J will deuiſe a meane that pou 5 
(hall haue it. Fo2 it is not wyſedome foꝛ vs to be the firſte >» 
that ſhall deſtre it. The mother like an ignoꝛaunt and vn⸗ 2» 
{kilfull woman, was impoꝛtunate to haue it. The ſonne fea · 
ting that his mother would ſende fo2 ſome ok the Ueale, 
by other, cauſed a Pie to be made, and pꝛepared a flagon 
full of wyne, both which were intermixed with thinges ta 
cauſe ſleepe, and taking bzead; the ſapd Pie, and the flagon 
of wyne, when it was night, putting on a cofiterfait beard, 
ind cloke, went to the ſtall where that Ueale was to bee 
ſolde, which as pet was whole and vnbought. And when he 
had knocked at the ſhop doe, one of the Guard aſked who 
vas there. Co whom Ricciardo ſaid. Can pou tel me wher »» 
ne Ventura doth kepe his ſhop? of whom one of them de» 5» 
aunded what Ventura? J know not his furname ſapye » 
licciatdo,that I would he had bene hanged, when J came 5» 
irſt to dwell with him. Aby, wbo ſent thee laid one of the 5> 
Buarde ? his wyfe (quod Ricciardo) who bad me cary him »» 
is meate and wyne koꝛ his ſupper. But J pꝛap you ſayde 2» 
icciardo, let me leaue the ſame with peu, till J goe home > 
know better where he kepeth his ſtall. And maruell not 5» 
p maiſters though J know not where his ſhop is, foꝛ it is >» 
t long ſithens J came to dwell in this citie , And ſo lea. 
g ng behind him the Pie, and the bzead with the flagon of; 
W PICs 
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wyne, he made hafte to depar te, æ tolde them that he woly 
tome againe by and by. Mhen he was gone, one of them 
toke the flagon, and dꝛancke, and after wardes gaue it to his 
companion, and ſatd. ODꝛinke, foꝛ thou neuer diddeſt taſt of 
better wyne in all thy life. Dis companion dꝛanke, and me- 
rily communing of this matter, they fel a ſleepe.Ricciardo 
looking in at a hole ot the doꝛe, ſeing them a ſlepe, went in, 
to ke the calfe and caried it home whole as it was, and ſaide 
to his mother. Dold mother, there is your luſte, cut it out. 
And by and by the cut out a great pete. The Duke ſo ſone 
as he heard that the caife was ſtolen, and the maner howe, 
did wonder very muche, purpoling yet to knowe what bes 
was. And cauſed a hundzed pooze people to come befo M* 
ac him. whoſe names being wꝛitten, he ſaid vnto them. Get pe l 
cc to all the houſes in Venice, vuder colour to begge almes: {* 
ec And marke it vou ſee in any houſe fleſhe dzeſfed, oz any pece M*? 
cc in making readyto be eaten at the fier, which if you dos, yolm** 
ce muſt be impoꝛtunate in begging , till they giue you either 6 
cc fleſhozbzoth. And he amõg all you þ wal bing me the fru 
a ewes, I wil giue him. xx.crownes. Cheſe beggers diſper** 
ſed themſelues inta eue ry coꝛner of the citie,crauing theichif®* 
almes, amongs whom one of them alked his almes at ii 
bouſe of Ricciardo, c appꝛoching nere, eſpie d openly fleſ 
at the (pit, beſought. a moꝛſell thereof fo Gods ſake.:t 
whomthe vndiſtrete woman, ſeeing that ſhehad-plentxi 
-« gave a litle pece. The pooze man thankedthe good wil 
And paped God to ſaue ber lift And as bee was geit 
down p ſteps of the doze, Ricciardo met him with the f 
in bis hand. here withall aſtonned, be willed him to 
courne , and ſapde he would giue him moze. The beg 
glad of that; went in againe, whome Ricciardocatied! 
to his chamber, andwhen be was within, he ſtrake ( 
a full blowe vpon his head, with an are, as he killed h. 
and thꝛewe him into a Jakes, ſhutting the dooze alter 
Antbe cuening, theſe pooze men retour ned to the Du 
accozdi 
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to their pzomile, and ſapde they coulde finde nothing. The 
The Duke called chem by their names, and compting the 
number. kounde one leſſe than he had ſent, whereat he mar⸗ 
uelled. And after he had well aduiſed with him ſelfe , what 
ſhould become of him that lacke d, he ſayde. Certainely the, 
pooze man isflapne . Then cauſing the Councell to be al · ,, 
ſembled, he declared what he had done: and pet layde that 
it were meete the partie were knowen. Ahereunto one of 
the Senataurs ſayde,Your grace hath duely made ſearch „ 
by che belly and mouth, to finde aut this berlet: Ithinke 
it nowe neceſſarie that triall be made, by Lecherp, whiche „ 
commonlp accompaniech liroꝛous mouthes . Then it was 3» 
, toncluded that che moſte riotous and lecherous pong men, 
e Jaucbe as the Duke had in greateſt ſuſpicion to the number 
f f.xrv.ſþould;be warned to appeare befoze him, whiche ac - 
e ondingly was done amonges whome-was this Kicczar- 
" 0, Thele ponge roiſters aſſembled in che Palace,eucry of 
hem maruelled wherefoze the Duke hadcauſed them to 
Wone thether. Afcerwarde the Duke commaunded . xxv. 
\Weddes tobe made in one of his great chambers, to lodge 
very of the ſayd; xxv-perſons by bym felt, a in the middes 
the chamber he comaunded a riche bed of eſtate to be (ec 
pa furniſhed, wyer was appointed to ly bis own daughs 
r. which was an exceading faire creature. And in þ night 
When theſe pong men were lapde in chetr beddes, manpe 
ntle women, attendant vpouthe Lady, came in to bzyng 
r to her lodging. And her facher deliuered ta ber a ſaw⸗ 
t full of black die, oz ſtapning, and ſaide vnto her. It any 3» 
theſe pong men, that doe lie here by thee, doe offer to »z 
ue to thy bedde, looke that thou marke him in the face >» 
"With this Cajniug colour, that be may be knowẽ. At which +» 
des all the pong men maruelles, and thereſoze durſte 
Mi attempt to goe vnto her, but ſaid one to an other. Sits 
r bietbis comaundementofche Duke hath lome ſecrec mie 
ie in it. Motwithſtanding, Ricciardo determined -_ 
midnig 
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midnight to go to her bed. And when the candle was out, 
mans bedde, and began to imbzace and kiſſe her. The mai⸗ 


lour, and ſtained his face, not percetued of him, whit he had 


till, muſing vpon the ſame, he went againe to the gentle wo 
mans bedde, hauing thꝛoughly diſpoſed himſelf tothe-plea 
ſures of this paradiſe lambe . And perceiuing her to dippe 


ſtowed the colour vpon the faces of his felowes, who were 


in his face. The Duke by and by ſent fo2 them that wert 
cc of his counſell. To whome he ſaid, Stirs Jbaue founde ont 
ce this good fellow, and ther foze J haue ſent foꝛ vou, that we 
« altogether map goe to ſee him. They went all into the chi 
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being awake of purpoſe, he role vp c went tothe gelewo⸗ 


den when the felt him, ſodalnly dipped her linger in the co⸗ 


accompliſhed the thing he ca me koz, hee retour ned to his 
place. And then began to imagin vpon the Dukes wozdes, 
and fo2 what policie he ſpake them. And lying a litle while 


her finger in the laweer, and rudbe his face, Ricciardo toke 
a wap the ſawcer from the beddes ſide, and round about, be⸗ 


ſo faſte a ſleepe, as thep did not fele him. Some he marked 
with two ſpottes, ſome with ſix and ſome with. x. himſelfe 
he painted but with koure, beſides thofe where with alrea» 
dy he was beraped bythe gentle woman TUhiche done, he 
ſet the laucer agayne by the beddes ſide, ind when he had 
bidden her karewell, faite and ſoftly;he returned againe to 
his bedde In the mozning betimes, the Damoſels of the 
chamber came in to helpe the Ladye to make her readye, 
which done. they wapted vpon her to the Duke, who aſked 
her bow the matter ſtode. She aunſwered well,fo2 ſhe had 
done his commaundement. Ind tolde him howe one came 
vunto her thzee times, and euerp time ſhe gaue him a taintt 


ber, and bie wing the round about, chep pereeiued all thel 
faces coloured, wher eat they fell into à great laughter 
Then one of tbem ſapde to an other. Suerly this fellow 
hath the ſubtileſt bead that euer was knowen'and conclu 
ved that one af the clipany had ſet þ colour in their 9 
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The pong men beholding one an other, papnted in that 
ſozte,bzake into great ſpoꝛte and paſtime. Afterwardes 
the Duke examined euerp of them, and ſeeing that he was 
not able by any meanes to vnderſtande by whome it was 
done, be determined to knowe the man bekoze hedeparted, 
and pꝛomiſed to him that ſhould conkeſſe the truthe, to giue 
his daughter to him in mariage, and with her a very great 
dowzie, and a generall pardon. Wherefoze Ricciardo bn⸗ 
det ſtanding the Dukes mynde, toke hym aſide , and tolde 
hym the whole matter particularly from the beginning to 
the ende. The Duke imbꝛaced hym, and gaue him his pars 
don, and with great iope and triumphe he ſolemnized the 
mariage betwene hym and his daughter. TUherewtſthall 
Ricciardoencouraged!, pꝛoued a bery ſtoute and valiaunt: 
man, in ſuche wyſe almoſte, as the affaires ot the 
whole ſtate paſſed though his handes. And li⸗ 
ued a long time akter, with the loue and 
good wyll ol the whole cominal- 
tie of Venice. 


Philes 


Philenio Siſterno, 
E Philenio Siſterno, a Scholler of Bologna, being mocked 


of three faire Gentlevvomen, at abanket made of ſet pur- 
poſe, he vvas reuen ged on them all. 


The xlx. Nonell. 


Gans . T Bologna, whiche is the nobleſt ci. 
„tie of Lombardie , the mother of ye 
dies, and accompliſhed with al things 
F| acdefull and requiſite fo; lutch a flazi 
bing ſtate, there was a pong Sthal⸗ 


— an WE dui Philenio Siſterno,of ve» 
ry -ygo0d grace e and behauiour. It chaficed that in his time. 
there was a great feaſt made in the Citie, wherunto were 
bidden the fayzeſt dames , and beſte of reputation theres 
There was likewyſe, many Gentlemen and Schollers of 
Bologna, amonges whome was this Philenio Siſterno: 
who followpag the manner of poung men, vallying ſome» 
time with one, ſometpme with an other: and perceiuing 
them fo2 his purpoſe , determined to daunce with one of 
them. And comming to one whiche was called Fmercn- 
tiana, the wyfe of Sir Lamberto Bentiuoglia , bee pꝛayed 
her to daunce.CCho being verit gentle, and ok no leſſe aus 
dacitie than beautiful,refaſed not. Then Philenio leading 
foꝛth the daunce very ſoftly, ſometymes wꝛynging her by 
the band, ſpake ſomewhat ſecretly vnto her, thele woꝛdes. 

ce Madame pour beautie is ſo great, as without doubt it ſur⸗ 
ce maunteth all that euer Jlawe, and there is no woman in 
ce the wozld, to whome J beare lo great affection, as to pour 
c per ſone, whiche ifit were coꝛrelſpondent to me in louc, J 
cc would thinke my ſelf the beſt contented man in the wozld, 
cc gtherwyſe I ſhall in ſhozre tyme bee depziued of life, and 
cc then you ſhall be the cauſe of my death. And louing you 
«« Padame) as I doe; and as mp dutie requireth,you ought 
to take 
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to take me fo2 pour ſeruaune, bling me xthoſle litle goodes ,, 
whiche J baue, as pour owne. And J doe aſſure pou, that „ 
it is impoſſible fo2 me to rectiue greater fauour from hea- „ 
uen, than to ſee my ſelfe ſubiecte to ſuche a gentlewoman „ 
as pou ke, whiche hath taken me in a nette lyke a byꝛde. „ 
Nowe Emerentiana whiche earneſtly had marked choſe 
ſweete and pleaſaunt woozdes , like a wpfe genelewoman, 
ſemed to geue no care thereunto,# made him no aunſwere 
at all. The daunce ended, and Emerentiana being ſet down 
in her place, this poung Scholler went to take an other 
Gentle woman by the hand, and began to daunte with her: 
whiche was not ſo fone begonne, but thus he laid vnto her. 
It nedeth not Madame, that by woozdes J doe expꝛeſſe the 3> 
ft ruent loue which J beare pou, t will ſo do, ſo long as my 2» 
pooze ſpirite ſhall gouerne & rule my members: and if J 2» 
could obtaine pou fo2 my mailtreſfe and ſinguler Ladye, J 2» 
would thinke my ſelfthe happieſt ma on liue. Then loving 2* 
vou as J do, ę being wholly pours, as you may eaſely vn- 22 
dcrſtand , refuſe me not Jbeſech pou foꝛ your humble ſer- 2» 
uaunt, ſithe that my life & all that J haue dependeth vpon 23 
you alone. The pong gentle woman, whole name was Pan- 3» 
themia, perteiuing his meaning, did not aunſwere him any 
thing at that time: but honeſtly pzoceded in her daunce, 
the daunce ended, ſmyling a litle, ſhe fat domne with the o⸗ 
ther dames. This done, amoꝛous Philenio reſted not until 
bc had taken the thirde by the hand who was the gentleſt, 
faireſt, and trimmeſt dame in all Bologna) and began to 
daunce with her rompng abzode, to ſhewe his cunning be» 
foe them that came to behold him. Andbefoze the daunce 
was finſſhed, he ſaide thus vnto her. Madame it map{o be, 
as I ſhall ſeme vnto you very malapertto manifeſt the ſe-:.2* 
cret loue that I baue and doe beareyount- this inſtant; fox ?? 
which you ougbt not to blame me but your beautie, which 
rendꝛeth pou excellent aboue al the reſt, æmaketh me pour 
Nue and pꝛyſoncr. I ſpeake not ol pour commendable be» * 
| Ce ii. hauiour, 
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Philenio Siſterno, 


«c hauiour, o pour excellent and maruellous vertues, which 
cc be ſuch & ok lo great effect, as they would make che Gods 
«c deſcend to contemplate the lame. Ik then pour excellent 
cc beautie and ſhape, ſo well fauoured by nature, ⁊ not by art, 
ce map ſeeme to content the immoꝛtall Gods, you ought not 
ce to be offended, if the ſame doe conſtraine me to lone you , & 
cc to incloſe you in the pꝛiuie cabane ot my harte. I beſeeche 
c you then gentle Madame (the onely comfo2t of my life) o 
ce haue pitie vpon him that dieth a thouland times a dape, foʒ 
cc you. In ſo doing, my lite ſhalbe pꝛolonged by pou, commẽ⸗ 
c ding me humbly vnto pour good grace. This faire gentle⸗ 
woman called Simphoroſia, vnderſtanding the ſweete and 
pleaſaunt woꝛdes vttered from the very barte of Philenio, 
could not dillemble her ſighes: but waping her hono? , be⸗ 
cauſe ſhe was mar ied, gaue him no anlwere at all. And the 
daunce ended, he retourned to heriplace. Nowe it chaun⸗ 
ced, as theſe thꝛee Ladies, did ſit together, iocundly diſpo⸗ 
ſed to debate of ſundzie mery talke, behold, Emerentiana,p 
wike of leignioꝛ Lamberto,not fo2 any euill, but in ſpozting 

ec wiſle,faid vnto her companions. Gentlewomen, J haue to 
cc tell pou a pleaſaũt matter which happened tome this day. 
cc What is that ſaid her cõpanions: J baue gottẽ this night 
ce {aid ſhe) in dauncing, a curteous louer, a very faire Gentle⸗ 
cc man, and of ſo good behauiour as any in the wozlde: who 
cc (afd that he was ſo inflamed with my beauty, as he tooke 
cc no rel dap no2night:;andfrom point to point,rehearſed vn 
to them, all that he had ſaid, Which Panthemia, and Sim- 
phoroſia vnderſtãding, anſwered that » like had chaũced 
vnto theim , and they departed not from the feaſte , befoze 
eche of theim knewe him that was their louer. Whereby 
they perceiued that his woozdes pꝛoceded not ok faithfull 
loue, but rather of follie c diſſimulatio,in ſuch wiſe,as they 
gaue ſo lyghte credite thereunto, as of cuſtome is geuen 
to the wooꝛdes of thoſe that bee ſicke. And they departed 
not from theuce, vntill all thee with one accozde, * con⸗ 
rue pirep 
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ſpired euer p one, to giue him a mocke: Philenio cotinuing 
thus in loue, lometime with one, ſometime with an other, 
and perceiuing that euerp of them ſeemed to loue him, hee 
determined with bim ſelke, if it were poſſible to gather of 
them the laſt krute of his loue. But he was greatly decep- 
ued in his deſire , fo2 that all his enterpziſe was bzoken. 
And that done, Emerentiana whiche could not any longer 
diſſemble the loue of the fooliſhe ſcholer called one of her 
maydes, which was of fapze complexſon, q a iolly wenche, 
charging her that ſhe ſhould deuiſe meanes to ſpeake with 
Philenio, fo geue bim to vnderſtande the lone whiche her 
maiſtreſſe bare vnto him, and whẽ it were his pleaſure, ſhe 
willingly would one night haue him at, home at her houſe, 
Ahich newes when Philenio heard, he greatly reioyced, 
and ſaid to p maid. Returne to pour maiſtreſſe faire maid, 
and commend me vnto her, telling ber in my behalk, that J 
doe pꝛapye her to loke fo2 me this cuening, if her huſbande 
be not at home. During which time, Emcrentiana cauſed 
a certaine number of fagots of ſharpe thoznes to be made 
and to be lapd vnder her bed, ſtill wayting foz her minion. 
cUbennight was come, Philenio toke his ſwoꝛde, went 
to the houſe of his enemp, and calling at the doze with the 
watchwoꝛde, the ſame incontinently was opened. And af- 
ter that they had talked a litle while together, and banket⸗ 
ted after the beſt maner, they withdzew tbemſelues into þ 
chamber to take their reſte. Philenio had no ſoner put of 
his clothes to goe to bedde, but Seignioꝛ Lamberto her 
bulbãd came home. Mhich the maiſtreſſe of the houſe per⸗ 
teiuing, made as though ſhe had bene at her wittes ende. 
could not tell whether to conuey her mini, but pꝛayed him 
to hide himſelf vnder the bedde. Philemo ſeeing the daun⸗ 
ger , wherein both he and the wife were, not taking ith 
him any other garmentes, but only his ſhir te, crept vnder 
the bed, where he was ſo cruelly pꝛickt and ſcratched with 
the thoznes,as there was no parte of bis bodye (from the 
Ee ili. toppe 
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toppe of his head to the ſole of his foote ) free from blond, 
and the mote he ſought to defende himſelte in that darke 
place, che moze ſharpely and piteouſly he was tozmented, > 
durſt not crie, foꝛ feare leaſt ſeignioʒ Lamberto would kill 
him. I will leaue to pour conſideration in what plight this 
pooʒe wꝛetch was in, who by reaſon ot his miſerable being 
as he was bꝛecheleſſe in that terrible purgatozie, even ſa 
was he ſpeachleſſe and durſt not ſpeake fo2 his life. In the 
moꝛning when leignio2 Lamberto was gone foꝛth, þ pooze 
ſcholler put on his clothes ſo well as be could, all bloudp 
as be was,returning;to his lodging, was like to die. But 
being diligently cured by Philicians, in ſhozt time he reco⸗ 
uered his fozmer health. Shoꝛtly after, Philenio began to 
purſue again his loue towardes the other two, v is to ſay, 
Pathemia and Simphoroſia, ę founde conuenient time one 
euening to ſpeake to Panthemia, to whom he rehear led bis 
griefes & continuall toꝛmentes, pzaying ber to haue pitie 
vpon him. The ſubtile & wiſe wenche Panthemia, fapning 
to haue compaſſion vppon him, excuſed ber ſeife by lacke of 
meanes to content his deſire, but in thend vanquiſhed with 
faire ſupplications maruellous ſighes, ſhee made himto 
come home to her bouſe, and being vnreadp, diſpopled of al 
bis apparell to go to bed with his Lady, ſhe required hym 
co go with her into a litle cloſet, wher all her ſwete ſmels 
and perfumes were, to the intent he might be well perku⸗ 
med befkoze he went to bedde. The poung dolt not doub⸗ 
ting the ſabtiltie of this wicked woman, entred the cloſet, 
and ſetting his foote vpon a boꝛde vnnapled from the ſoyſt, 
fell ſo depe into a ſtoꝛe houſe where marchauntes vſetalay 
their cottons and wolles, as he thought he bad broken h 
necke, and his legges, notwithſtanding. as koztune would, 
he had no hurt. This pooꝛe ſcholler being in 5 dar ke place, 
began to ſeke fo2 ſome doꝛe oꝛ ladder to go out, æ finding no 
thing foꝛ his purpoſe, he curſed the houre & time that euer 
be knew Panthemia. CUhen the dauning of the day began 
to ap⸗ 
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to appeare, the ſimple Sot diſcried in one place of the ſtoꝛe 
houſe certain ventes in p wall, which gaue ſome light, be⸗ 
cauſe they wer old & couered ouer with moſſe, in ſuch wiſe 
as he began with maruelous foꝛce, to pluck out the ſtones 
in the moſte decaied place of the wall, and made ſo great a 
hole,as he went out. And being in a lane hard bythe great 
ſtreate,barefoote and bare legged, and in his ſhirt, he went 
home to bis lodging, vnknowen of any . A litle whyle at- 
ter Simphoroſia vnderſtanding of the deceits, whiche the 
other twoo had done to Philenio; attempted to geue hym 
the thirde , whiche was not inferio2 to the other twapne. 
And koꝛ that purpoſe ſhe began a farre of to caſte her amo⸗ 
tous lokes vpon hym,letting hym to knowe that ſhee was 
in great diſtreſſe fo2 his lone . This pooze ſoule hauing al⸗ 
ready foꝛgotten his foztune paſte , began to walke vp and 
dawne befoze her houſe , like a man altogether tozmented 
and painted with lone. Then Simphoroſia, ſting him to be 
karre in loue with her, ſenthym a letter by an old woman, 
whereby ſhe aduertiſed hym, that his beautie and good be⸗ 
bauto2,ſo puiſſantly did gouerne her affections as ſhe could 
take no reſt night noꝛ day, foʒ the earneſt loue ſhe bare him. 
A berekoze ſhe pꝛaied him if it were his pleaſure, to come 
and ſpeake with her. Philenio reteiuing that letter, and 
peruling the contentes, not conſidering the deceite pꝛepa⸗ 
red foz him, ne pet any longer rem bꝛing the iniuries paſt, 
was more topfull and glad than euer he was befoꝛe. Tho 
taking pen and paper, aunſwered her againe, that he foz 
his parte ſuffered no leſſe toꝛmentes fo2 her ſake, yea and 
in reſpect of vnfapned loue , that he loued her karre better 
than ſhe did hym, and at all tymes when ſhee pieaſed, bee 
would be at her tommaundement ta doe her ſeruice. The 
aunſwere read, and opoꝛtunitie found, Simphoroſia cauſed 
him to come home to her houſe , 4 after many falſe ſighes. 
ſhe ſaid bnto him. My deare krend Philenio, Iknowe none „ 
other in all the wozld, that hath bꝛought me into this ſtate ,, 
Ce tlũ. and 
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cc and pligbte wherein p2eſently Jam, but you, becauſe your 
cc beautie good grace, and pleaſaunt talke, haue ſo ſette mp 
cc harte on fyze, as J feele it to kindle and burne like dꝛye 
ce woode + Clhich talke maiſter Scholler bearing, thought 
aſſuredly that ſhe conſumed fo2 loue of him. This pooze 
Novgecock, contriuing the time in lweete and pleaſaunc 
wo2des, with his dareling Simphoroſia, the time appꝛo⸗ 
ched that he ſhould go to bed with his faire Ladp, who ſaid 
ce vnto him . Dy ſweete frende Philenio, abide a whple, and 
cc let vs make ſome banket and tollation, who taking him by 
cc the hande, caried him into her Cloſet adtopning, wher was 
cc a table ready furniſhed with exquilit conficts and wpnes 
cc of the beſt , This gentlewoman bad made a compolition in 
the wyne, to cauſe this pong Gallant to ſleepe fo2 a certain 
time. Philenio thinking no hurte, toke the cup and filled it 
with the wine, and dꝛanke it vp at one dzaughte.Pig ſpirits 
reuiued with this refreſhing, alter he had bene very well 
perfumed and waſhed in ſwete waters, he went to bedde, a 
within a while after this dꝛinke began to woezke , and hee 
ſlepte ſo ſoundly, as Canon ſhot , oꝛ the greateſt gonnes ot 
tbe woꝛlde were not able to wake hym. Then Simphoroſia 
perceiuing the dꝛinke beginne to woozke, called one ok ber 
ſtur dy maides that wel was inſtructed inthe game of this 
pageant. Both whiche carying this pooze ſleepy Scholler 
by the keete and armes, and opening the doze very ſoftipe, 
they fayze and well beſtowed bym in the middeſte of the 
ſtreete, a godd ſtones caſte of from the houſe, where be lap 
all the nighte. But when the dawning of the daye dyd aps 
peare,o2 an houre befoze,the dꝛynke loſt his vertue,and the 
pooze ſoule began to awake, and thinking that he had bene 
a bedde with the Gentlewoman, he perceiued hymſelf bze⸗ 
cbeleſſe and in his ſhirt, moꝛe dead then aline , thzough the 
colde that he had endured, by lying ſtarke naked vppon the 
earth. The pooze wꝛetche was not able to help bimſelfe ſo 
much as with his armes and legges, ne pet to ſtande vpon 
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bis feete without great paine. Not withſtanding, tbꝛough 
creping and ſpꝛawling, hee got home to his houſe vnſeene 
of anye, and pꝛouided ſo well as hee could fo2 recouerp of 
bealth. And had it not been fozhis youth,which did helpe 
him at that inſtant, his ſinewes had been benommed foz e⸗ 
uer. In the end, hauing atteined his fozmer ſtate of health, 
he ſtill remembzed the iniuries paſt, and without ſhe wing 
any ſigne ok anger oz diſpleaſure, made as though he loued 
them all thꝛee better then euer he did bekoze, and ſometime 
ſeemed to be in loue with the one, and ſometime with an 
other. They againe foz their part, nothing miſtruſting the 
malice ot᷑ Philenio, ſet a good face on the matter, vſinge a« 
moꝛous cheere and countenaunce towards him, but when 
his backe was tourned, with mockes and floutes they toke 
their pleaſure. De bearing in his bzeſt ſecrete deſpite, was 
{fill deſtrous with his hand to marke them in the face, but 
like a wiſe man, waping the natures of womẽ, he thought 
it woulde redounde to his greate ſhame and rep2och,ifhee 
did chem any hurt. And therefoze reſtrayning the heate of 
his choler,vſed pacience. And pet by deuiſinge and pꝛacti⸗ 
ſing, how hee might be euen with them aud reuenged,hee 
was in great perplexitie. Uerp ſhoꝛtly atter, it chaunced 5 
the ſcholler had inuented a meane, eaſelp to ſatiſſie his de⸗ 
ſire, and ſo ſone as hee had fully reſolued what to do, Fo2- 
tune therunto was fanourable. Who hyꝛed in the Citie of 
Bologna a very faire houſe, which had a large hall, # ca- 
modious chambers, c purpoſed to make a greate ⁊ ſump⸗ 
tuous feaſt, and to inuite many Ladies and gentlewomen 
to the ſame. Amongs whom theſe thꝛee were the firſt that 
Gould be bidden: which accoꝛdingly was done. And when 
the feaſt day was come the chzee Gentlewomen that were 
not very wiſe at that inſtante, repaired thither nothing la⸗ 
{vecting the ſchollers malice. In the end, a litle to recreate 
the gentlewomen, and ta get them a ſtomacke, attendinge 
{02 ſupper time, the ſcholer toke thele his thꝛee louers 55 
the 
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the band, and led them friendly into a chamber, ſome what 
to refreſh them. When theſe thzee innocent women were 
come into the Schollers chamber, hee ſhut kaſt the dooze, 
<c and going towards them, he ſayde. Behold faire Ladics, 
©. now the time is come fo2 me to be reucnged vpon yougzany 
ce to make pou ſuffer the penaunce of the toꝛment wherwith 
- yepunithed me koꝛ my great loue. The gentle women hea⸗ 
ring thoſe cruell wozdes, rather dead then aliue, began to 
repent that euer they hadoftended him, and be ſides v they 
curſed tbemſelues, fo giuinge credit vnto bim whom they 
oucht to haue abhozred , The ſcholler with fierce and ans 
Fry countenaunce,commaunded them vpon paine of their 
lives to ſtrippe themſelues naked. Mhich ſentence when 
theſe thzee Goddelles heard, they began to loke one vppon 
another, weeping & pꝛaping bim, that although he woulde 
not fo; their ſakes, yet in reſpect of his owne curteſie and 
naturall humanitie, that bee woulde ſaue their honour as 
boue all thinges. This Gallant reiopſing at their humble 
and pitifull requeſtes was thus curteous vnto them , that 
he would not once ſuffer them to ſtand w their gatmentes 
on,fn his preſence. The women caſting themſelues downe 
at his feete, wept bitterly, beſeeching him that be woulde 
baue pitie vpon them, and not to be the occaſion of a ſſaun⸗ 
der ſo great and inkamous. But be whoſe hart was harde⸗ 
ned as the Diamonde, ſaid vnto them, that this facte was 
not woꝛthy of blame, but rather of reuenge. The women 
diſpopled of their apparel (and ſtanding befoze him, ſo free 
from couc ring as euer was Eue befoe Adam) appeared as 
beautifull in this their innocent ſtate of nakednes, as they 
did in their bꝛauerie:in ſo much that the pong ſcholler vie⸗ 
wing from toppe to toe, thoſe fayze and tender creatures, 
whoſe whitene ſſe ſurpaſſed the Snow, began to haut pitie 
bppon them: but calling te his remembzauntce the inturies 
paſt, and the daunger ol death wherein be was, he reiecter 
all pitie, and continued his yarde and obſtinate deter mins 
tion. 
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ton. Then he toke all their apparell, and other furnitures 55 
that thep did weare, and beſtowed it in a little chamber, 23 
with thꝛeatning wozds commaunded all thꝛee to lie in one 
bed. The women altogether aſtonned,. began to ſay to them 
ſelues. Alas what fooles be we? M hat wil our huſbands 
and our krendes ſay, when they ſhal vnderſtand that we be - 
found naked and miſerablie ſlaine in this bed? It had been 1 
better fo vs to haue died in our cradels, than appꝛehended 2 
and found dead in this ſkate and plight. The Scholler ſes *? 
ing them beſtowed one by an other in the bed, like huſband 
and wpke, couered them with a very white & large ſhcete,þ 

no part of their bodies might be ſcene and knowen,s ſhuts 
ting the Chamber dooze alter him. Philenio went to ſeeke 
their huſvands, which were dauncing in the Pall. And the 
daunce ended, he intreated them to take the paines to goe 
with him. Tho was their guide into the Chamber where 
the thꝛee uſes lap in their bedde, ſaying vnto them Sirs ,, 
Jhaue bzoughte pou into this place to ſhewe pon ſome pa» ,, 
lime, # to let youſce the fayʒeſt thinges that euer you ſaw ,, 
in pour lines, Then appꝛocbing neere the bed, & holding a 
toꝛch in his hand, he began kayze x ſoftly to lift vp the ſhete 
at the beds feete, diſcouering theſe fayze Ladies euen to þ 
knees. Pt ſhould haue ſeen then, how the huſbands did be⸗ 
hold their white legges, and their wel pꝛopozcioned feete, 
which don, he diſcloſed them euen tothe tomack;# ſhewed 
their legges. a thigbes karre whiter tha alablaſter, which 
ſeemed like two pillers of fine marble, with a rounde body 
ſo wel fozmed as nothing could be better. Conſequftly he 
tourned vp the ſheete a litle further, c their ſtomackes, ap⸗ 
peared ſomewhat round and plumme, hauing two rounde 
bꝛeaſts.ſo firme and feate,as they would haue conſtrapned 
the great God Iupiter, to imbꝛace and kiſſe them. Where 
at the huſvandes toke ſo great pleaſure and contentmente, 
as coulde be deuiled. J omitte koꝛ vou to thincke in what 
plixhce, thele pooze naked women weare, hearinge they? 
huſvanys 
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buſbandes to mocke them. All this while, they laye berpe 
quiet, and durſt not ſo much as to hem oz coughe,foz feare 

to be knowen. The hulbãds were earneſt with the Schol- 
ler to diſcouer their faces, but hee wiſer in other mennes 
burtes, than in his owne, would by no meanes conſent vn⸗ 

to it. Not contented with this, the pong ſcholler ſhewed 
their apparel to their huſbands, who ſeing the ſame, were 
aſtonned, & in viewing it with great admiration, they ſaid 

ic one to another. Is not this þ gowne that J once made foꝛ 
«c my wifes Is not this the Copfe that J bought her? Js not 
cc this the Nendãt that ſhe weareth about her necke$Be not 
« theſe the ringes that ſet out and garniſhther fingers: Be⸗ 
ing gone out of the Chamber, foz feare to trouble þ feaſt, 
be would not ſuffer them to depart, but cauſed them to ta» 
rie ſupper. The Scoller vnderſtandinge that ſupper was 
ready: and that the aiſter of the houſc,had diſpoſed all 
thinges inozder,he cauſed the geaſtes to it downe.. And 
whiles they were remouing & placing þ ſtooles g; chayzes. 
he returned into the chamber, wher the thꝛee Dames lay, 

t and vncouering them, he ſaid vnto them Bongiorno, faire 
c Ladies, did you heare pour hufbandes;They be here by, 
«c do earneſtly tarie fo2 pou at ſupper. That do pe meane to 
«« do? dp and riſe pee Dozmouſes,rubbe pour eyes,4 gape 
«« no mo2e, diſpatche and make you ready, it is time fo2 you 
c tow to repapꝛe into the Hall, where the other Gentlewos 
tc men do tarie fo2 vou. Behold now how this Scholer was 
reuenged by interteigning them akter this maner. Then p 
pooze deſolate women, fearing leaſt their caſe would ſoꝛte 

to ſom pitiful ſuccefle, diſpayzing of their health, troubled 
and diſcomfozted, roſe vp looking, rather expecting death 
than any other thing. And tourning them toward 5 Scol⸗ 

cc ler, they ſaid bnto him. Maiſter Philenio, von haue had ſufs 
«c ficient reueng vp vs:the beſffo2you to do now, is to take 
«c Pour ſwoꝛd, ⁊ to bereue vs oł oure life, which is moze loth⸗ 
as ſome vnto vs than pleaſa unt. And if you will not do vs; 
good 
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good tourne, ſuffer vs to go home to our houſes bnknowẽ, »» 
chat our honours map be laued. Then Philenio thinking »» 
chat he had at pleaſure bſed their perſons , deliuered them 
their apparel, ſo ſone as they were ready, he let them out 
at a litle dooʒe, very ſecretlye, vnknowen of anpe, æ ſo they 
wẽt home to their houles. So ſone as they had put of their 
fayꝛe furnitures, they folded them vp, x layd them in their 
cheſtes, Which done, they went about their houſhold buſt- 
nes, till their huſbands came home, who being recourned, 
they founde their wines ſowing by » fire ſide, in their Cbã⸗ 
bers, And becauſe of their apparell, their ringes and Je⸗ 
wels, which they had ſeene in the Schollers Chamber, it 
made them to ſuſpect their wines,euerp ofthem demaun⸗ 
ding bis ſeuerall wife, where ſhe had bin v nighte,# where 
their apparell was. They well aſſured of themſelues, aun⸗ 
ſwered boldly, that they were not out of their houſe all the 
euening, and taking the keyes oktheir cofers,ſhewed them 
their apparell, their ringes and other things, which their 
hulbandes had made them.CUbich when their huſbandes 
ſaw,they could not tell what toſay,and foꝛth with reiected 
all ſuſpicion, which they had conceiued: telling them from 
point to point, what they had ſeen p night The women vn⸗ 
der ſtanding thoſe woꝛdes, made as though they knew no⸗ 
thing, and after a litle ſpoꝛt and laughter betweene them: 
they went to bed. Dany times Philenio met his Gentle⸗ 
women in the ſtreates and laid vnto them. Which ok you „ 

was moſt akraide 02 wozſte intreated : But they hols +, 

ding downe they? heads, paſſed foꝛth not ſpeaking 
a woꝛd. In this maner the Scholler was re⸗ 
quited ſo well as he could, ofthe deceites 
done againſt him, by the thꝛee gentle⸗ 
women afozeſato, 
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The pitifull murther 


C The worn andchaſte death of one of the Mulcters 


vviuc; of the Qneeneof Nauarre. 


The L. Nouell. 


N Citie of Amboiſe, tbere was a Pits 
lleter that ſerued the Queene of Nauarre, 
dier to kinge Fraunces the lirſte of that 
name. which was bꝛoughte a bedde ofa 

a ſoune at Blois: To which towne the ſaid 


— J Mulcter was gone to be paide his quar⸗ 

ters wages, whoſe wyfe dwelled at Am- 
boiſe beyond the bzidges. It chaũced that ol long time one 
ok her huſbands ſeruauntes did ſo diſoꝛdinately loue her, 
as bppon a certaine day he could not fozbeare but be muſte 
btter the effect of his Loue bozne vnta her. Powbeit thee 
being a rigbt boneſt woman, toke her mans lute in verp ill 
part, thzeatuing to make her hufband to beate him, and to 
put him awap, and bſed him in ſuch wyſe, that after v time 
he durſt not ſpeake thereof any moꝛe, ne pet make ſigne oz 
ſemblance, Keeping pet that ſter couered within his bzelt, 
vntill his Paiſter was ridden out of the Towne, and that 
bis aiſtreſſe was at euenſong at S. Florẽtines, a church 
of the Caſtle karre from her houſe. Aho uo w being alone 
in the houſe, began to imagine how be might attempt that 
chinge by fozce, which befoze by no ſupplication ozſeruice 
he was able to attaine. Fox which pur poſe, hee bꝛake vp a 
boꝛde betweene his maiſtreſſe chamber and his. But be⸗ 
cauſe the Curteins ot his aiſter and Maiſtreſſe bed, and 
of the ſeruaunts of the other ſide, couered and hid þ walles 
bet weene, it could not be perceyned,no yet his malice dif- 
cried, vntill ſuch time as his Paiſtreſſe was gone to bed, 
with a litle wenche of xii. yeares of age. And ſo ſone as the 
yooze woman was fallen into her firſt lleepe, this varlet 
entred 
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entred in at a hole which he had bzoken,@ coueyed himſelf 
into her bed in his ſhirt, with a naked ſwoꝛde in his hande. 
(Abo ſo ſone as lhe felt him layed downe by her, lepte out 
of her bed, perſwading him by all poſſible meanes meete 
lo an honeſt womi to do. And he indued with beaſtly lone, 
rather acquainted wich che language of his Bulets, then 
with her honeſt reaſons, ſhewed himſelfe mote beaſtly then 
the beaſts, with whom he had of long time bin conuerſant, 
Foz, ſeing her ſo oft to runne about the table that he could 
not catch her, e alſo that ſhe was ſo ſtrong, as t wiſe ſhe o⸗ 
vercame him, in diſpaire that he ſhould neuer enioy her a⸗ 
liue, hee gaue her a great blow w his ſwoꝛd ouer þ raines 
of the back, thinking that ik feare and koꝛce could not make 
her to peld, paine and ſmart ſhould cauſe her. Pow be it the 
contrarie chaunced. Foz like as a good man ot armes wbt 
he ſeeth his owne bloud, is the moe ſet on ſier to be reuẽ⸗ 
ged vpon his enemies to acquire honoʒ : euen ſo the chaſte 
hart ot this womaa, did reenkoꝛce and fozteſie her courage 
iu double wiſe to auopde and eſcape the bands ef this wic⸗ 
ted varlet, deuiſing by all meanes poſſible by kapze wozds 
to make him acknowledge bis fault. But he was ſo infla⸗ 
med with furie, as there was no place in him to receiue 
goad counſell, And ckiſones with his lwozd, he gaſhed her 
tender bodye with divers and ſondꝛy ſtrokes, foꝛ the anop⸗ 
ding, wberok lo kaſt, as her legges could beare her, ſhe ran 
by x downe the chimber. And when thzough wit of vloar 
He perceined death ap och, likting vp her eyes vato heauẽ 
and iapning her hands together, gaue thanckes vnto God, 
whom the termed to be her koꝛce, her vertue, her pacience 
ind chaſtitie, bumblie beſeeching him to take in good part 
the blonde which by h:s commaundemente was ſheade in 
hon932 of that pzecious bloude, which from his owne ſonne 
did iſlue vppon the'Croſle, where by ſhee did beleeue firme« 
lv: and ſtedfaſtlye, that all her ſinnes were wiped awaye 


and defaced from che memoꝛpe of his wzathe and anger, 
>, any 
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A pitifullmurther 


and in ſapinge,Lozde receive my ſoule which was dearelp 
bought and redecmed with thy bounty & goodnes,ſhee fell 
downe tothe ground vpon her face where. the wicked vil- 
laine inflicted her body with manifold wounds, And after 
he had loſt her ſpeache and the fozce of ber body: this molt 
wicked and abhominable varlet, toke her byfozce , which 
had no moze ſtrength and power to defende herſelfe. And 
when he had ſatiſſied his curſed deſire, he fled away in ſuch! 
haſt, as afterwards fo} all the purſute made after him, he 
could not be found. The pong wench which lay with her, 
foz feare hid.herſelfe vnder the bed. But when ſhepercep- 
ued the villaine departed, ſhee came vntoher maiſtreſſe, a 
finding ber ſpeachleſſeand without mouing, ſhe cryed out 
at the window vnto pnexteneighbours to come to ſuccour 
ber. And they which loued her, and eſteemed her ſo wel as 
any woman in py towne, came pꝛeſently vnto her. bzought 
diuers Surgeons with them, who findinge vpon her bodp 
rxv.moztall woundes, thep did ſo much as in them lape to 
belpe her. But it was impollible. Powbeit ſhee lape one 
houre without ſpeache, makinge ſignes with ber eyes and 
hands, declaring that ſhe had not loſt her vnderſtandinge, 
being demaũded bythe pꝛieſt, of the fayth wherin ſhe died, 
and ol her ſaluacion, ſhe aunſwered by ſuch euident ſügnes, 
as her liuely ſpeach and cõmunication could not haue de⸗ 
clared it better, howe that her truſt and confidence was in 
the death of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, whom ſhe hoped to lee in the ces 
leſtiall Citie, and ſo with a topfull countenaunce, her epes 
erectedvp to the heauens, ſhe rendꝛed her chaſt body to the 
earth, and her ſoule to her creatoz . And when ſhee was 
ſhꝛouded ready to the buriall, as her neighbours were at⸗ 
tending to followe her to the Church, her pooze huſbande 
tame home, and the firſt ſight he ſawe, was the body of his 
dead wife befoze bis dooꝛe, whereof befoze that inſtant hee 
dad no newes. And wh? he vnderſtode þ oꝛder of her death, 
be then doubled his lor owe, in ſuch wyſe that he was alſo; 
| Itks: 


like to die. In this ſoꝛt was this marter of Chaſtitie bu · 
ried in the Church o D. Flozentine, where all the honefk 
dames c wiues of the citie endeuoured themſelues to accõ⸗ 
pany her, and to honour her with ſuche reuerente as they 
were able to do: actomptinge themſelues moſt happie to 

dwell in that Towne, where a woman of ſuch vertuous 

be hauiour did dwell. The fooliſh and wanton ſeing the ho» 
nour done to that deade bodye, determined from that time 
ws corenue their fozmer life and to chaũge the ſame in⸗ 
to a better. 


AKing of Naples. 


A King of Naples, abuſinga Gentlemans vvife, in the 
ende did vveare the hornes himſelfe. 


The Li. N One ll. 


NnNMt̃tbe Citie of Naples when king Alphon- 
AY WAS ſus raigned, f fe ti a c 
n raigned, in whole time witonneſle bare 
n biefeſt ſway, there was a gentle man ſo ho» 
2 Yo nel, beautifull and comelp, as fo; his good 
eonditions, and wel knowen behautour, an 
old gentiemã gaue to him his daughter in mariage, which 
in beautie and good grace was paſſing ly well beloued and 
tomkoꝛtable to her huſband, The lone was great betwene 
them, till it chaunced vpona ſhꝛouetide, that the king went 
a maſking into the Citie, where every man endeuoured to 
intertaine him the beſt he could. And when he came to this 
„Lentiemans houſe, he was beſt reteyued of any place in all 
de Iibe towne, aſwell foz banqueting, as fo2 muſicall ſonges, æ 
g. Ihe gentlewoman, the kapzeſt that the king ſawe in all the 
Citie to his contentacion. And vpon the end of the banket, 
h, Pe ſang a ſong with her huſbande, with a grace ſo good as 
da greatly augmented her hg rien king (eing ſomany- 
1 per- 
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AKing of Naples. 


per kections in one body, contepued not ſo great pleaſure in 
the ſweete actoꝛds of her huſband and her, as he did howe 
to deuiſe, to interrupt and bzeake them. And the dilficultie 
to bꝛinginge that to paſſe, was the greate amitie that hee 
ſa we betweene them. UW herefoze he bare in his hart that 
paſſion ſa couert, as be poſſibly could, But partly foꝛ his 
owne ſolace and comkoꝛte, and partly foꝛ good will of all, 
hee feaſted all the Loꝛds and Ladyes of Naples, where the 
gentleman and his wife were not foꝛgotten. And becauſe 
man willingly beleeueth, chat be doth ſee,he thought that 
the lokes of that gentlewoman p2omiſed vnto him ſome 
grace in time to come, if the pꝛeſence of her huſband were 
no let therunto, And to pꝛoue whether his cotecture were 
true, he ſente her buſvande in commiſſion to Rome, foꝛ the 
ſpace of tb.dayes 0 iii. wekes. And ſo lone as he was gone, 
his wyfe which bitherto had not felt any long abſence fro 
ber huſband, made great ſoꝛrow foꝛ the ſame, whereof the 
recofoztedby the king, many times by lweete perſwaſions Y * 
and by pzeſents t gifts,in ſuch ſo2t,p ſhe was not onely cd» 0 
foꝛted, but contented with her huſbandes abſence. And be⸗ f 
foze the thꝛee weekes, were expired of his returne,ſhe was I ” 
ſo amoꝛous of the king as ſhe was no leſſe ſoꝛowkul of his 
comming home, th? ſhe was befoze foz his departure. And 
to the intent the kings pꝛelence might not be loſte, they as 
greed together, p when her huſbãd was gone to his poſleſ- 
ſions inthe countrie, ſhe ſhould ſend woꝛd to the king. p he 
might haue ſafe repaire vnto her, and ſo ſecretly, p bis ho⸗ 
nour, (which be feared moꝛe then he did the fact) might not 
be impaired.Upon this hope, this Ladies bart was let ou 
a merie pin. And when her huſband was come home, ſh 
welcomed him ſo wel. p albeit he knewe how ß king madt 
much of her in his ablence, vet he would not beleeue 5 bel. 
did fo2 any diſhoneſt fact. Mowbeit by continaance of time x 
this lier þ could not be conered, by litle © litle begã to kin eſte 
dle, in ſuch wiſe, as the huſbãd doubted much of the trut wendy 
a 


dou bt. But koz keare, leaſt t 


Gould do him Arcater hurt, it he ſee 


bath turned her to ſhame 
Meaſure, 


h mee dath ſo = c 

e all thinges in the 

t. Padame, if it were ſo, J woulde 2> 
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neere, as 
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e in pleaſing * 
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ce take no pitte vponyou,fo2 I know wel that the honeſt loue 
© gk pour hart, would peld vnto you great contentment, it the 
© ke were to be kound in the king. But God hath fozeſeene 
<< ind pꝛeuented the ſame, leaſt entoptnge pour owne deſire, 
cc yott would make him pour God bppon earth. I coufeſle 
ce unte pou (ſaide the Queene) that the Lone I beare 
ce himzis ſo great, as þ like place he could not find in no wo⸗ 
© mans hart, as be doch in mine. Pardon me Madame (aide 
ce the Gentleman) if J ſpeake moze francklye , pour grace 
© hath not ſounded the depth of ech mans harte. Foz J dare 
ce pe bold to ſap vntopou, that I do know one that doth loue 
vou, and whole loue is ſo great, as pour loue in reſpecte of 
5e his is nothing. And foꝛ ſo much as he ſeeth the kinges loue 
be to kaile in pou his doth grow and increale, in ſuch ſoꝛt, that 
ce if your lone were agreable vnto his, vou ſhould be recom: 
rc penſed ok all pour loſſes, The Queene aſwel by his woꝛds 
as by his countenaunce, began to perceiue, that the talke 
pꝛoceded from the bottom ok his hart, and called to her re- 
membzaũce that long time he had endeuoꝛed to do ber ſer⸗ 
uice, with ſuch affection, as fo2 loue he was growen to be 
melancolike, which ſhe thought befoze, to riſe thzough bis 
wines occaſion, but now ſhee aſſuredly beleued that iclwas 
fo2 her ſake And thus the fozce of Loue, which is well dil⸗ 
cryed whenit is not fapned, made her ſure of that, which 
was b1knowen to all the wozld. And bebolding 5 gentle- 
man which was moze amiable than her huſband, ſeing,þ 
he was fozſaken ok his wife, as ſhe of the king pꝛeſſed with 
deſpite ialouſie ot her hul band pꝛouoked W loue of the 
gentleman, begã to ſay with finger in eye, e ſighing ſobbs. 
cc O mp God, mulk vengeafice get win pat my band, which 
cc Loue cannot doe? The gentleman well vnderſtanding her 
cc meaning, aunlweared. Madame vengeance is ſweete viito 
ce him which in place ot killinge an ennempe, giueth life toa 
cc pertectc kreinde. J thincke it time that trouth doe re⸗ 
ce moue from you the kooliſhe loue, that you beare to — 
; whic 
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which loneth you not. 
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And that iuſt and reaſonable lone ,, 
ſhould expell from pon the feare, which out not remaine in, 
a noble and vertuous hart But now Madame, omittinge ,, 2» 
to ſpeake of the greatneſle of your eſtate, let vs conſider þ ,, 
we be both man and womi,the moſt deceiuedofthe wozld, „ 


and betraped of them which we haue moſt dearelylonev. , 


Let bs now be reuenged Madame) not onely to render vn ⸗, 
to them, what they deſerue, but to ſatiſſie the loue which * 


fo2 mp part J can no lager beare, except J ſhould die. And = 


I thincke, that if your harte be not hatder than Flinte, oz „ 
Dtamde,itis impoſſible but you muTperceiue ſom ſparke 


of ſier which increaſcth moze than Jam able to dilſemble. | 


And if pitie of me which dieth foz pour loue, doth not maue 


you to loue me, at leaſt wyſe let lone of your ſelkconſtraine 


you, which (being ſo perfect a creature as you be) doth de- , 
ferue to enioythe hartes of the nobleſt and moſt vertuous ,\ 
of the wozld. Suffer I ſay, thecontempt and foxfaking of; 
him, moue you,fo2 whom you haue diſdayned al other per , 
fons . The Queene hearing thoſe woꝛds, was ſo rauiſhed, 
as lo feare to declare by her countenaunce the trouble of 
her ſpirite leaning vppon the Gentlemans arme, went ins 
to a gardẽ hard by her Chamber, where ſhe walkeda long 
time not able to ſpeake a wooꝛd. But the Gentleman ſe⸗ 
ing her halfe wonne, when he was at the ende of the Alley 
where none could ſee them, hee certified her by effect , the 
loue which ſo long time he keyt ſecrete from her. And both 
with one conſent reiopced in reuenge, whereof the paſſion 
was impoztable, And there determined, that ſo oft as hee 
went into the Country, and the king krom his Ca ſtell into 
the Citie, be ſhould retourne to the Caſtel to ſee þ Quene. 
Thus decepuing the decepuers, all foure were 9 
of the plealure, which two alone thought to enioy. The ac⸗ 
toꝛd made, they departed, the Lady to her Chamber, and 
the Gentleman to his houſe, with ſuch contentacion, as 
they had quite koꝛgottẽ al thepꝛ troubles paſt. And þ frare 
Ft ii, which 
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AKing of Naples. 
which either ol them had of the aſſembly of the king and of 
the Gentlewoman, was tourned to deſire, which made 5 
Gentleman to go moꝛe oft then he was wonte to doe inta 
the countrpe, being not paſt halfe a mile of. And ſo lone as 
the king knew therok, be kayled not to viſite his Lady, c the 
geutleman the night kolowing wẽt to the Callle co ſalute 
the Queene, to do 5 office of the kinges Lieuetenaũt, ſo ſe⸗ 
cretlyas no man did perteiue it. This voyage endured log 
time, but the king becauſe he was a publike perſon, could 
not ſo well diſſemble his Loue, but all the woꝛlde did vn⸗ 
derſtand it, and all men pitied the gentlemãs ſtate, Foz dis 
uers light perſons behinde bis backe would make hoznes 
vnto him, in ligne of mockerie, which he right well percey⸗ 
ued. But this mockerte pleaſed him ſo wel, as he eſteemed 
his hoꝛnes better then the kings Crowne. The king and þ 
Gentlemans wife one day, could not refraine(heholding a 
Stagges head ſet vp in the Gentlemans houſe) from bꝛea⸗ 
king into a laughter be oe his face, ſaping, how that bead 
became the houſe very well. The gentleman that had ſo 
good a hart as he, wꝛote ouer that head theſe woꝛds. 


Theſe hornes I weare and beare for enery mat 
to Vieap. 
But yet I weare them not in toke they be trew. 


The king retourning againe to the Gentlemãs houlſe,fin- 
ding this Title newlye wzitten, demaunded of the gentle⸗ 
man the ſigniſication of them. 

Who ſaid vnto him. 


If Prizceſſe ſecret things, be from the horned 
hart concealed, 


LV hy ſhould like things of horned beaſtes, to 


Princes be renealed, 


But 
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But content pour ſelf, All they that weare hoznes, be par« ,, 
doned to weare their capps vpon their heads. Foz they be 5» 
ſo ſweete and pleaſaunt, as they vncappe no man, and they »» 
weare them fo light, as they thincke they haue none at all. 55 
The king knew well by his wozdes that he ſmelled ſome · 35 
thing of his doings, but he neuer ſuſpected p loue betwene »» 
the Queene and him. Foz the Queene was better contene 55 
ted wyth her huſbandes like, and with greater eaſe diſſem⸗ 
bled her grieke. Wherefoze eyther parts liued long time 
in this lone, till age had taken oꝛder fo2 viſſolucion theres 
of. Behold Ladyes (ꝙ Saffredante)this iſtoꝛyt which foꝛ 
example J baue willinglye recited to thintente that when 
your huſbands do make pot hoznes as big as a Goate, vou 
mape render vnto him the monſtrous heade of a Stagge, 
peace( Emarſuite ſmyling) no moꝛe woꝛdes, leaſt you res 
uiue ſome ſleeping ſweet ſoule, which without ſtur would 
not awake, with any whiſpꝛing. 


Theraſhe enterpriſe of a Gentleman againſt a Prin- 
ceſſe of Flaunders, and of the ſhame that hee receyued 


thereof. 
The Lij. Nonuell. 


7 Dere was in Flaunders a Ladyof an 


FJ honozable houſe, which had two hul⸗ 
WT Ir bands, by whom ſhee had no childzen 
* 2 | cat were then liuinge. Duringe the 
IL A ARR timeof ber widowhoode, ſhee dwelte 
== = within one of her bzothers,thatloued 
deer bery well, which was a noble m, 


— — 


32 


and had maried a kings dougbter. This pong Pꝛince was 
muche giuen to pleaſure, Cy paſtime, 
its and 
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and the company offapze Ladpes,accoꝛdingly as youth ree 
quireth. Me had a wyfe that was curſt and troubleſome, 
whom the delectations ot her hul band in no wyſe did con⸗ 
tente and pleaſe. Mherekoze this noble mau cauſed his ſi⸗ 
ſer daily to keepe company with his wife. This Gentle⸗ 
woman his ſiſter, was of pleaſaunt couerlation,and there⸗ 
withal very honeſt and wyſe. There was in the houle of 
this noble man, a Gentleman whole woz ſhip, beautye and 
grace, did ſurpaſle all the reſt ol his compantons, This 
Gentleman percepuing the ſiſter ol his Lozde and Maiſter 
to be pleaſaunte and of coyfull countenaunce , thoughte to 
pꝛoue if the attempt of an honeſt frende would be vouchſa« 
ued, but he founde her aunſwere to be contrarp to her coſt« 
tenaunce. And albett that her aunſwere was ſuch as was 
meete fo2 a Pzincelle and right hone ſt Gentlewoman, pet 
becauſe ſhe percepued him tobe a goodly perſonage, and 
curteous, ſbe eaſily pardoned his bold attempt, and ſeeme d 
that ſhe toke it not in ill part when be ſpake vnto her. Ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe ſhee warned him, akter that time, to moue no 
ſuch matter, which he pzomiſed, becauſe he would not lole 
his pleaſure, and the honour that bee concepued to enters 
taine her. Notwithſtandinge, by pꝛoceſſe of time his affec« 
tion increaſed ſo much, as he foꝛgot the pꝛomiſe which he 
bad made her, wherekoze he thoughte good not to hazarde 
bis enterp2iſe by wozdes: fo2 that hee had to long again 
his wyll experimented her wyſe and diſcrete aunſweares. 
And therewithall he thought if he could finde her in ſome 
convenient place ( becauſe ſhe was a pong widow, of luſty 
peates and good complexion ) it were poſſible ſhee woulde 
take pitte vppon him, and of herſelf, And that he mighe 
bzing his purpoſe co effecte, he ſaid to his Maiſter that he 
had beſides his owne houſe very goodly game, and that 
if it pleaſed him to kill thzee o2 foure Stagges in the mo⸗ 
neth of Map, be ſhould ſee very good paſtime, The Lo2d 
aſwell fo2 the loue hee bare to the Gentleman; as koꝛ the 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure he had in hunting, graunted his requeſt, And wee 
co his houſe, which was ſo faire and well furniſhed, as the 
belt Gentleman in all the countrephadno better. The gẽt⸗ 
lemanlodged his Lozd and Lady in one ſide of the houſe, & 
in the other directly againſt it, her whome he loued better 
than himſelke. The chamber where his maiſtres lape, was 
ſa well hanged with Tapiſtrie, and ſo trimely matted, as it 
was impoſſible to perceiue a falling doze, harde by þ beds 
ſide, deſcending to his mothers chamber, which was an old 
Lady, muche croubled with the Catarre cx Nume. And be⸗ 
cauſe ſhe bad a Cough,fearing to diſeaſe þ Pꝛinceſſe which 
{aye aboue her,ſhe chaunged her chamber with her ſonne, 
And euerp night the olde Gentlewoman bzought comficts 
tothe Lady kon her recreation, vpon whom the Gentleman 
wapted, who ( fo2 that he was well beloued and very fami⸗ 
lier with her bzother ) was not refuſed to be p2eſent at her 
riling and going to bedde. Wlhereby he dailp toke occaſion 
to increaſe his loue and affectiũ. In ſuch ſozte as one night, 
after he had cauſed the Lady to ſit vp late, (ſhe being ſur⸗ 
puſed with fleepe)he was fozced to depart the chamber, 
to repaire to his own, Wher when he had put on the moſt 
bꝛaueſt perfumed ſhirt that be had, x his cap fo2 the nigbt 
ſo trimmelp dꝛeſſed, as there wanted nothing, he thought 
in beholding bimſelt, that there was no Lady in che wozly 
that would refuſe his beautie and comlineſſe. Wherefo2e 
pꝛomiſing himſelfe a happie ſucceſle in his enterpziſe, hee 
went to his bed where he purpoſednot long to abide , fo2 
the deſire that he had to enter into an other, whiche ſhould 
be moze honourable and pleaſaunt vnto him. And after he 
had ſent his men away, he roſe to ſhut the doc after them, 
andhearkened a good while , whether he could heare any 
noyſe in the Ladies chamber aboue. And wh? he was ſure 
that euery man was at reſt, be began to take his pleaſaunc 
iournep, and dy litle & litle opened the falling doze, whiche 


was ſo well trimmed with cloth, that it made no noyſe at 
all, and 
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all, and went vp to the Ladies bed ſide, which then was in 
her firſt lleepe, and without reſpecte of the bonde and pꝛo⸗ 
miſe that he made vnto her, oz the honozable houle wherof 
ſhe came, without leave oz reuerfce,he laid himſelfe down 
be ſides her, who felt him betwene her armes befoze ſhe per 
teiued his coming. But ſhe which was ſomewhat ſtrong, 
unfolded her ſelf out of his handes,and in aſking him what 
he was, began to ſtrike, to bite and ſcratche, inſuche wyſe, 
as he was conſtrainev(fo2 feare leaſt ſhe ſhould trye out) ta 
ſtoppe her mouth with the couerlet, which was impoſſible 
fo2 him to do. Foz when ſhe lawe him topzeſle with all his 
koꝛce to deſpople her of her honoꝛ, ſhe ſpared no part of her 
might to defenve and kepe her ſelke, and called(ſoloude as 
ſhe could) her woman of honoꝛ , that lape in her chamber. 
whiche was a veryaunctent and ſober gentle woman, who 
in her ſmock, ran ſtraight to her maiſtreſſe. And when the 
Gentleman perteiued that hee was diſcouered, hee was ſa 
fear full to be knowen of the Ladye, as ſone as he could hee 
ſhifted himſelf down by his trapdoze. And where befoze he 
conceiued, hope and aſſuraunce to be welcome, now he was 
bzought in defpaire koz retourning in lo vnhappy ſtate. 
When he was in his chamber, he found his glaſſe 4 candle 
bpon the table, and beholding his face all bloudy.with the 
{(cratchings and bitinges , whiche ſhee had beſtowed vpon 
bim, the bloud wherok ran down his kapze ſhpꝛt, better blou 
died then gilted, be began to make his moone in this wiſe. 
£ O heautie, thou art nowe paycd thy deſert, foz vppon thy 
tc payne pꝛomiſe haue IJ aduentured a thing impoſſible. And 
cc that which might haue bene the augmẽting of my delight 
tc ig nowe the redoubling of mp loꝛowe. Being aſſured that 
cc if ſhe knewe howe contrarp to my pꝛomiſe J haue enter. Ke. 
cc ꝓʒiſed this fooliſhe fact, I honld vtterlyfo2goe the honeſt IK * 
cc and comon conterlation whiche J haue with her aboue al 
sc other. That which mp eſtima tion, beautie and good beha⸗ 
sc uicur doe deſerue, J ought not to hyde in darkeneſſe. To 


gaing 
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galne her loue, Jought not to haue aſſaped her chaft bodye „ 
by fozce , but rather by ſeruice and humble pacience, to 23 
wayte and attend till loue did vanquiſhe. Fo2 without loue »» 
all the vercue and puillance of man is of no power & fozce. »» 
Euen thus he paſſed the night in ſuch teares, griefes and 
plaintes, as can not be well repoztedand vttered. Ju the 
moꝛning, when he beheld his bloudp face all mangled and 
toꝛne, be fained tobe very ſicke, and that he could abide no 
light, til the company were gone from bis houſe. The Las 

dy whiche thus remained victozious, knowing that there 
was no man in all her brothers Court, that durſt attempe 

a deede lo wicked, but her hoſte which was ſo bolde to de⸗ 
clarehisloue vatoher,knew well chat it was he. And wh? 

ſhe and her woman of honour had ſearched all the cozners 

sf the chamber to knowe what he was, and could not finde 
hym, ſhe lapd vnto her woman in great rage. Aſſure your 55 
elfe it can be none other, but the Gentleman ofthe houle, >» 
whole villanous o2der J wpll reueale to my bother inthe 55 
moꝛniug, in ſuch ſozte, as his head ſhalbe a witneſle & teſti . 5 
nony of my chaſtitie. Per woman ſeing her in that furie, 5» 
ayd vnto her. Padame J am right glad to ſee the lone # „ 
ffectts which you beare to pour honoz, fo2 p increaſe wher »» 
you doe not ſpare the life of one, which hath aduentured 55 
imſelfe ſo muche fo2 the loue that hee beareth vnto you, 53 
But many times ſuch one thinketh by thole meanes to in» 5» 
teaſe loue, which altogether he both diminiſhe. Theres 23 
ne ( Madame) I humblp beſeche por to tell me the truthe »» 
{this kacte. And when the Ladie had recompted the »» 
me at lengthe, the woman of honour ſapd vnto her. Pour: 
race doth ſay that he got no other thyng of you, but ſcrat« 5» 
hes and blowes with pour fiſtes . No Jaſſure pou (quod 5 
je Ladie) and J am certaine if hee gette hym not a good „. 
Purgeon, the markes will be leene to mozꝛowe. Tel Ma-, 
me (quod the genlewoman ) ſithens it is ſo, me thinketh ,, 


u haue greater occaſion to pzayſe G DD, then to muſe z, 
vpon 
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de pon reuenge : Foz you map beleue, that ſithens he had the 
£ courage to enterpꝛile ſo great an exploit, and that deſpite 
* bath failed him of his purpoſe , you can deniſe no greater 
ce dcath fo2 him to ſuffer,then the ſame. Ik you deſire to be re 
<& nenged, let Lone and ſhame alone bꝛing that to paſſe, who 
cc knowe better which way to toꝛmente him than pour ſelfe: 
cc and with greater bonoz to pour perſone. Take heede Pa- 
ce dame from falling into ſuch inconueniente as he is in. Foz 
ce in place of great pleaſure whiche he thougbt to haue gap⸗ 
ec ned, he hath recetued the extremeſt anoyance,that any gtt. 
c leman can ſuffer. And you Padame by thinking to aug⸗ 
e ment pour honoꝛ, pou map decreaſe and diminiſh the ſame, 
< And by making cõplaint, vou ſhal cauſe that to be knowen, 
ce which no man knoweth. Foꝛ ok his part (you map be aſſu- I i 
ce red) there ſhall neuer be any thing reuealed. And when i 7 
© my Lode pour bꝛother at pour requeſte , ſhall execute the e 
5< {juſtice which poudeſire, and that the pooze Gentlemã ſhal ln 
ce be ready to die, the bzute will runne that he hath bad his MY (1 
ce pleaſure vpon you. And the greateſt numbze will ſay, that f! 
cc it is very difficult foʒ a Gentlemanito doe ſuche an enter-Y')! 
ce miſe,ercept the Lady minifter ſome great occaſion . Hour bis 
© grace is faire and pong, frequenting your life in pleaſant}*'s 
<« company there is none in all the Court, but ſeeth & marr: 
«© keththe good countenannce you beare to that Gentlemã 
cc whereof pour ſelfe hath ſome ſuſpicion. Which will make elu 
< every man ſuppoſe that if he hath done this enterpile , i 
ic was not without ſome conſent from you, And pour hono cou 
cc which hetherto hath bozne your poꝛt a loft, ſhall bediſpu7*0 
cc ted vpon in all places where this hiſfozte ſhall be rememund 
cc bzed , The Pꝛince ſſe well waying the good reaſons aur 
ce ulſe ot her gentlewoman,knewe that ſhe ſpakethe truth 
ce and that by moſte iuſt cauſe ſhe ſhould be blamed: tonſidi n 
cc ring the familiaritie and good countenaunce which yay" 

cc the bare vnto the Gentleman, Wherefoze ſhe inquired 1g 
te her woman of honour, what was beſte to bee done. eng 
aunſwi 


| 
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anſwered her thus. Madame ſith it pleaſeth you co receiue ,, 
mine aduiſe, by waping the affection whereof it pzocedech, , 
me thinke you ought in your hart to reioyce, that che goods ,, 
lieſt, and moſte curteous gentleman that liuech, could nei⸗ „ 
ther by loue, oz foꝛce, diſpoile you of pour greateſt vertue c ,, 
chaſtitie. Foz which (Madame) you are bounde to humble ,, 
your ſelfe befoʒe God, acknowledging that it is not done by ,, 
your vertue, bicauſe many women walking in moze paine⸗ „ 
ful and moze vnplealaunt trade then you do, haue humilia- ,, 
ted and bzought low by men karre moze vnwozthy of loue, „ 
then he which loueth pou. And pe ought now to feare moze „ 
then euer you did, to vie any ſemblance ⁊ take of amitie, bi- 
cauſe there haue bene many that haue fall? che ſecond time „ 
inta daungers g perils, which they baue auoyded at þ firſt. , 
Remẽber(Padame) that loue is blind, who blaſeth mens „ 
eyes in ſuch ſozt, as where a man thinketh the wape moſte „ 
re, ther he is moſt readie to fal. And Jſuppole Madame, zz 
s tbat you ought not to ſeme to be pꝛiuie of this chaunce,neis zz 
at Her to bim, ne pet to anp els, æ when he remembzeth anye zz 
ching ts you, doe make as though you did not under ſtande „ 
ur is meaning, to auopde twoo daungers. The one of vaine „ 
intl gloꝛie fo2 the victozie you haue had, the other to take plea», 
at lure in remẽbꝛing things, that be ſo pleaſaunt to the fleſh, „ 
na ubich the moſt chaſte haue had much a do to defend theim „ 
aktlelues frõ keling ſome ſparkes, although they leke meanes ,, 
0 ſhunne & auoyde them withall their poſſible power. Mo⸗ „ 
couer Madame, to thende that he thinke not by ſuche ha⸗ 
ard and enter pꝛiſe ta haue done a thing agreable to your ,, 
ninde, my counſel is, that by litle and litle, pou doe make „ 
our ſelfe fraunge, e vſe no moze pour wonted grace vnto , 
im, that he may know how much pou deſpiſe his folly and „ 
nſider how grea pour goodneſſe is, by cdtenting pour ſelf,, 
ith the victozy which God hath geuen pon, without (eee ,, 
Jing any further vition oz reuengement. And God graunt,, 
u grace (Padame) to continue that honeſtie whiche hee zz 
bath 
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< hath planted in your hart, and by acknowledging that all 
© goodneſle pꝛocedeth from him. you map loue him and ſerue 
« him better than euer pe did. The Pꝛinceſſe determined to 
credite the counſayle of ber gentlewoman, flepte with lo 
great ioye as the pooze gentlema waked with ſozrow. On 
the mozrow the noble man ready to depart, aſked fo} his 
hoſte, vnta whom anſwere was made that he was ſolicke, 
as hecould notabidey light, oꝛ endure to heare one ſpeake, 
Wlherof the Pzince was ſoze abaſhed, and would haue vi⸗ 
ſited him, but that it was tolde him he was a flepe,and was 
very loth to wake bim. Wherefoze without bidding him 
farcwell,he departed,taking with him his wife and lifter, 
who hearing the excuſe ofthe Gentleman, that would not 
ſee the Pꝛince, noꝛ pet his cõpanie, at their departure, wes 
perſuaded that it was he, that had done her al that tozmte, 
and durſt not ſhew the markes which ſhe had ſigned in his 
face . And although his maiſter did ſende oftimes foz him 
pet came be not to the Court, vntill he was healed of his 
woundes, except that wbiche loue and deſpite had made in 
his harte. When he tame to the Courte and appeared bes 
fore his bictszious ent mie, he bluſhed fo2 ſhame ofhis ouer 
thꝛowe. And he which was che ſtouteſt of all the company, 
was ſo aſtonned as many times being in her pꝛelente, bee 
could not tell which way to loke oꝛ tourne his fate. Thers 
foze ſhe was aſſured that her ſuſpicion was certain # true, 
by litle and litle eſtraunging her ſelffrom him, but is waz 
not done ſo ſleightly oz politikely, but that he perceiued it 
well enough, and yet he durſt make no ſcmblaſice,fo2 feat 
of wozſe aduenture. Notwithſtanding he conſerued 
both loue in his hart, and pactence in his minde, 
foz the loſſe of his Ladies favour, which he 
had right well deſerued. 
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Amadour and Florinda. 
The loueof Amadour and Florinda. V Vherein becs- 


teined mani ſleightes and diſſimulations together, vvith 
the rcenovvmed chaſtitie of the ſaid Flori nda. 


The Liij. No uell. 


u biche in the bell time ol her pouth, con⸗ 
EF tinued the widow of the Earle of Aride, 
with one ſonne, and one daughter, called 
Florinda. The ſayde Lady bꝛought vp 
her childzen in all vertue and honeſtie, 
meete and connenable fo2 Lozdes and Gentlemen, in ſuch 
ſoꝛte, as her houſe was renowmed to be one of the moſt has 
noꝛahle in all theRegion of Spaine. Many times ſhe re⸗ 
paired to Tolledo, where the kinge of: Spaine helde his 
Court, and when ſhe came to Sarragoſa, which was harde 
2diopning to the Court, ſhe cõtinued long wich p Queene, 
and in the Courte, where ſhe was had in ſo good eſtimatid 
any Lady might be. Upon a time going towardes the 
bing, actoꝛding to her cuſtome;which'was at Sar ragoſa, in 
518 Caſtle of lafferie, this Lady paſſev by a village that be 
longed ta the Uticeroy ot Catalongne, wha fill continued 


2 — — Spatne, there was a Ladie 
Co 


vppon the frontiers of Parpignon, foxthe great warres 


that were betwene the Frenche king and him. Dowebeit, 
at 2ᷣ time peace being concluded, the Aiceroy with all his 
captaines were come to do reuerence to 5 king. The Uice⸗ 
roy knowing» the Counteſſe of Arrande did paſſe chzough 
his tountrie, went to mete her, as well fo2 aunctent amitie, 
as fo: the honoꝛ he bare vnto ber being allied to the kyng. 
Mowe this Uicerop had in his companye diners honeſt 
Gentlemen, whiche thꝛough the frequentation and conti⸗ 
nuance of the long warres , had gotten ſuche honour and 
tame, as euerꝝ man that might ſee them and behold chem, 


did accompt them ſelues happy. 


Y the Countieof Arande, in Aragon,a a 


Amadour and Florinda. 


But amonges all other, there was one called Amadour, 

who although he was but. xbiii.oꝛ.xix.peares of age, yet he 
had ſuch an aſſured grace and witte lo excellent, as he was 
demed amongs a thouſand perſones wozthy to haue the go 
uernement of a common wealth, whiche good witte was 
coupled with maruellous naturall beautie, ſo that there 
was no eye, but did content it felf eftſones to beholdehym, 
And this beautie ſo exquiſite, was aſſociated with wonder⸗ 
full eloquence, as doubtkull to lap, whether merited Area. 
teſt honoꝛ, eit her his grace æ beautie, oꝛ his excellẽt tõgue. 
But that wbich bꝛaught him into beſt reputation, was his 
great hardineſle, whereof the common repozte and bzute, 

was nothing impeached oꝛ ſtaied fo2 all his vouth. Foxin 
ſa many places he ſhewed his chiualrie, as not only Spain 
but Fraunce and Italie, did ſingularly commend and ſet 
koꝛth his vertue : bicauſe in all the warres wherin he was 
pꝛeſent, he neuer ſpared him ſelf foꝛ any daũger. And whe 
bis countrie was in peace and quiet, he ſougbt to ſerue in 
ſtraunge places, being loued & eſtemed both of his frendes 
and enemies. This gentleman koꝛ the loue of his Captain 
was come into that countrey, where was ar riued the Coũ⸗ 
teſſe of Arande, and in beholding the beautie good grace 
of her daughter, which was not then paſt. xii eres of age, 
be thought that ſhe was the faireſt and moſt ver tuaus per⸗ 
ſonage that euer be ſawe: and that if he could obtaine her 
good will, be ſhould be ſo well ſatiſſted as if he han gained 
all the goods & pleaſures ofthe woꝛlde. And after he had a 
good whyle viewed her, koꝛ all the impoſſibilitie that rea⸗ 
fon could deuiſe to the contrary he determined to loue her, 
although ſome occaſtonof that impoſſibilitte , might ryſe 
though the greatneſſe of the houſe wherofſhe came, x foz 
want of age which was not able as yet to vnderſtande the 
paſſions of loue , But againſt the feare therecf he was ar⸗ 
med with good hope;perſuadinghimlelfe, thac time @ pas 


{ence would bꝛing happie ende to his traua'le , And from 


that 


that time gentle Loue whiche without any other otcaſton 
than by bis own fozce was entred the harte of Amadour, 
pꝛomiſed him fauour and helpe by all meanes poſſible to 


attaine the lame. And to pꝛouide fox the greateſt difficultie, 


which was the farre diſtance of countrie wher he dwelt, 
and the ſmall occaſton that he had thereby any moze to ſec 
Florinda, he thought to marry againſt his determination 
made with the Ladies of Barſelone & Parpignon, amvges 
whom he was ſo conuerſant by reaſon ofthe warres,as he 
ſemed rather to be a Cathelan, than a Caſtillan, although 
be wer bozne by Tollede, ofa t iche and honourable houſe, 
yet bicauſe he was a ponger b2other , he inioped no great 
patrimonie o2 reuenue. Motwithſtanding, loue and foztune 
ſeing him kozſaken of his parentes, determined to accome 
pliche ſome notable explopt in him, and gaue bim (by mea⸗ 
nes of his vertue) that which the la wes of his countrey re⸗ 
fuſed to geue. De had good experience in factes of warre, 
was ſo well beloued of al Pꝛinces and Rulers, as he reku⸗ 
ſed many times their goodes, being reſolued not to care 02 
eſteme the benefites of Foꝛtune. The Counteſſe ot whome 
I ſpake, arriued thus at Saragoſſa, was very well intertai⸗ 
ned ok the king, and of his whole Court. The Gouernour 
of Catalogne, manp times came thither to viſite her, wd 
A madout neuer failed to accũõpanp, foꝛ the onely pleaſure 
he had to talke with Florinda. And to make himlſelfe to be 
knowen in the companp, hee went to Auenturade, whiche 
was the daugbter ok an old knight that dwelt hard bythe 
houſe, whiche from her youth was bzought vp with Flo- 
rinda,in ſuch familiar ſozte,as ſhe knewe all the ſecrets of 
her harte. Amadour,as well fo2 the boneſtie that he lound 
in her, as fo? the liuing of. iii. M. Ducates by the yeare 
which ſhe ſhould haue with her in mariage, determined to 
geue her ſuch intertaignemẽt, as one that was diſpoſed to 
marry her. UAherunto the gentlewoman did willingly res 


{line her eare. And bicauſe he was pooze, + the father of þ 
Gg damoſell 
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pamoſell rich, ſhe tbougbt that her father would neuer ac. 
coꝛde to the mariage, except it were by meanes of the Coũ⸗ 
teſſe ok Arande. C Abtetrupõ the went to madame Florinda, 
ce and ſaide vnto ber, Madame, vou ſee this Caſtillan gentle- 
cc man, which ſo oftentimes talkech with me, J doe beleue þ 
ce his pꝛetence is to martyme. Nou do know what a father J 
tc haue, who will neuer geue bis conſent, if be be not perſua⸗ 
cc ded therunto by my Lady pour mother and pou . Florinda 
which loued the damolell as her ſelte, aſfuredher that (hee 
would take vpon ber to bing that matter to paſſe. with ſo 
earneſt trauaile as if the caſe were her own. Then Auentu 
rade bought Amadour befoze } lorinda, wbo after he had 
ſaluted her, was like to fall in a ſowne fo2 toy, e although 

be were copted the moſte eloquent perſone of Spaine, pet 
was he now become mute & dumb befoze.Florinda, wher⸗ 

at ſhe maruelled much. Foz albeit ſhe was but. xii. yeares 

ok age, vet ſhe vnderſtode that there was no man in Spaine 
that had a better tongue, oꝛ a moꝛe conuenable grace than 
be. And ſeing that he ſaid nothing vnto her, ſhe ſpake vnto 

ct him in this wiſe The fame which is bꝛuted ol pau(ſir A ma 
e dout) thꝛoughaut the whole countrie.of Spaine, is ſuch as 
«c it make th you knowen eſtemed in this company;# giueth 
ec deſire and occaſion to thoſe that know pou, to imploy them⸗ 
ce ſelues to do you pleaſure, U berekoꝛe if there be any thing 
wherin J map gratiſie pou,vſe me J beſech pou, Amadout 
that gaſed bpon the beautie of chat Lady, was rapt & ſur-⸗ 
pꝛiſed, nat well able to render thankes vnto ber. And al- 
though Florinda marnelled to ſee him without aunſwere, 

pet ſhe imputed it rather to baſhfulneſſe than to any foꝛte of 

765 loue, and departed without further talke. Amacour kno- 
By | wing the vertue which in lo teder peares began toappeare 
gl. in Florinda, ſaide vnto her whome he purpoſed tomarry, 
Doe not maruell,though my ſpeache doe faple befoze Bas 
cc dame Florinda, foꝛ the vertues and diſcretion, hidden in 
««.that.yonge perlonage, did lo amaſe mee, as J wiſte not 
woa 


— 
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whattoſaye. But Ipꝛape you Auenturade( quod he) who „ 
knoweth all her ſecretes, to tell me, it it be other wyſe pol; zz 
ſble, but that ſhe hath the harte of all the Loꝛdes 4 Gent⸗ 55 
lemen ot the Court: fo2 they which know her and doe not „ 
laue her, be ſtoues, oꝛ bea ſtes. Auenturade whiche then lo- „ 
ned Amadour mote than all the men in the wozlde , and „ 
would conceale nothing from him, ſaid vnto him, that Mas» „ 
dame Florinda was generally beloued: but fo; the cus 55 
ſtome of the countrie , kewe men did ſpeake vnto ber. And „ 
(quod ſhe,aspet J ſe none that make any ſemblance of loue , 
vato her, but two poung Princes of Spaine, which delire „ 
to marry her, whereof the one is the ſonne of the Infant „ 
Fortune, and the other of the Duke of Cadouce, Ipꝛape „ 


you then (quod Amadour) to tell me which ol them as you 5. 


tbinke, doth loue her beſt. She is ſo wiſe ſaid Auenturade „ 
that ſhe wil confeſſe oʒꝛ graunt her ldue to none, but to ſuch „ 
as ber mother pleaſeth. But pet ſo far as we can iudge ſbe „ 
fauouteth muche better the ſonne of the Inkant Fortune, 
than the Duke of Cadouce. And fo2 that J take you to bea „ 
man of good judgement, this day pou ſhall haue otcaſiõ to, 
conſider thecruth;Fd2 the ſonne of the Infant Fortune ts „ 
bꝛought bp in Court, #is one of the goodlieſt & perkecteſt „ 
pong gentlemen in al chꝛiſtendome. And if the mariage do 45 


pꝛocede, accoꝛding to our opinion which be her women, he ,,. 


ſhalbe aſſured to haue Padame Florinda. And then ſhalbe „ 
joyned together the goodlieſt couple in the woz{d; And pou ,, 
muſt vnderſtand, that although they be both verp pong, be „ 
of. xii.peares ot᷑ age, and he of. xb. yet is there thꝛee peates „ 


aft ſince their loue firſt began, And il pou be diſpoſed as „ 
boue other to obtaine her kauour, mine aduiſe is, that pe be- „ 


come friend #ſeruaunt vnto him. Amadour was verp1op» zz 
full to heare tell that his Lady ldued ſome man, truſting 
that in tyme he ſhould wynne the place, not of huſbande, 
but of ſeruaunt. Foz he fearednothing at all of her vertue,. 
vuta lacke of diſpoſition to loue. And after this tommum · 
Gx it; a cation, 
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cation, Amadour bent himſelfe to haunt the locietie of the 
ſonne of the Infant Fortune, whole good will he ſone reto⸗ 
uered.Fo2 all the paſtimes whiche the pong Pꝛince loved, 
Amadour could doe right well. And aboue other, he was 
very cunning in riding of hozllcs, and in hadling al kindes 
ofarmes and weapons, and in all other paſtimes & games 
meete fo2 a pong Gentleman. Warres began in Langue. 
doc, and Amadour was fozced to retire with the Gouer⸗ 
nour, to his great ſozrowe and grief. Foz be had there no 
meane to returne to the place where be might le Florida, 
Foz which cauſe he ſpake to his owne bzother, whiche was 
Steward of the king of Spaines houſhold, æ declared vn⸗ 
to him what courceſiehe had found in the houſe of the Coũ 
teſle of Arande,# of the damoſel Auenturade:pꝛaping him 
that in his abſence he would do his indenour, that the ma⸗ 
riage might pꝛoceede, and that he would obtaine foꝛ him 5 
credit and good opinion of the king and Queene, and of al 
his friendes, The Gentleman which loued his bzother, as 
well by natures inſtigation, as fo his great vertues, pꝛo⸗ 
miſed him his trauaile and induſtrie to the vttermoſte, 
M hich he did in ſuch wiſe as the old man her father, nowe 
kozgettiug other naturall reſpect, began to marke and bes 
holde the vertues of Amadour, which the Counteſſe of A. 
rande, and ſpecially faire Florinda, painted and ſet fooꝛth 
vnto him, and likewple the pong Earle of Arande whiche 
increaſed in peares, and therewitchall in {one of choſe that 
were vertuous,and geuen to honeſt exerciſe. And wh# the 
mariage was agreed betweene the parentes, the ſaid Ste» 
ward ſent fo2 his bzother whileſt p truce endured betwene 
the two kings. About this time, the king of Spain retired 
to Madric, to auoyd the euil afre that was in many placeg, 
where by the aduiſe of diuers of his counſell, and at the re⸗ 
queſt ofthe Counteſſe of Arande, he made a mariage be⸗ 
twene the yong Ducheſſe the heire of Medina Celi, s the 
pong Carle of Arande, ag wel fo} the vnion oftheir houſe, 
as alla 
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as alſo fo2 the lone he bare to the ſaid Counteſſe. And this 
mariage was celebzated in the Caſtell of Madric, where» 
unto repaired Aamadour, whoſo well obtained his ſuite, 
as be maried her, of whom he was muche better beloued, 
than his {mal loue toward her deſerued,ſauing that it was 
à couerture & meanes foz him to frequent the place where 
his minde and delight inceſſantly remained. After he was 
maried, be became well acquainted & familiar in the houſe 
of the Counteſſe, ſo that he was ſo conuerſaunt amonges 
the Ladies, as it be had bene a woman , And although bee 
was then but. xxii.peates of age, he was ſo wiſe and graue, 
as the Counteſſe imparted vnto him all her affaires, com» 
maunding her ſonne and daughter to intertapne him, and 
to credite all thinges wherein bee gaue counſell , Pauing 
wonne this great eſtimation, be behaued himſelfe ſowple 
and politike, that euen the partie whiche be loued knewe 
no parte ok his affection. But by reaſon ot the loue that 
Florinda bare to the wife of Amadour, whome thee loued 
moꝛe than any other woma,ſhe was ſo familiar with bim, 
as ſhee diſſembled no part of her thougbt, declaring vnto 
him all the loue chat ſhe bare the lonne of the Inkant For- 
tune. And he that deſired nothing moze than thzoughlyto 
winne ber, ceaſſed not from cãtinuance of talke,not caring 
whereof he ſpake, ſo that he might hold ber with long dil⸗ 
rourſe , Amadour had not after his mariage continued a 
moneth in that companie , but was conſtrainedto retire to 
the warres, where hee continued moze than twoo peates, 
without retourne to ſee his wife, who fill abode inp place 
where ſhe was bꝛougbt vp. During the time, Amadour 
wꝛote many letters vnto his wife, but the chiefeſt ſubſtãce 
therof conſiſteth in cõmendations to Florinda, who foz her 
part kailed not to rẽder like vnto him, many times waiting 
ſome pꝛetie woꝛde oꝛ poſie with her own hand, in the letter 
of Auenturade. Thich made her huſband Amadour dis 
diligent many times to wite again vnto ber, but in al tbis 
Gg iii. doing, 
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doing, Florinda conteiued noching, but that he loued her, 
with ſuch like loue, as the bꝛother oweth to ß ſiſter. Many 
times Amadour went and came; but in the ſpace of ſiue 
peares, he neuer ſawe Florindatwoo monethes together. 
Notwithſtanding, Loue in deſpite of their diſtaunce and 
long abſence, cealled not to increaſe. And it chaunredthac 
bee made a voyage home to ſee his wyfe , and founde the 
Counteſſe farre frothe Court, bicauſe the kyng of Spain 
was done to Vandelouſie, and had tak? with him the pong 
Earle of Arande, whiche then began to bere armes. The 
Counteſſe was recired to a houſe of pleaſure , whiche thee 
bad vpon the frontiers of Arragon and Nauarre, and was 
right topfull when ſhee ſee Amadour, who almoſte thzee 
peares bad bene abſent, Ye was very welWeceiued ok eue⸗ 
ry man, and the Counteſſe commaunded that he ſhould be 
vſed and intreated as ber howne ſonne , During the time 
that he ſo iourned with her, ſhe communicated vnto hym 
all þ affaires of her houſe , committed the greateſt truſt 
thereof to his diſcretion, who wan ſuch credite in the houſe 
as in all places where he liſte, the dozes were opened bntg 
him. Whoſe wyſe dome and good behauiour made him to 
be eſtemed, like a Satnct oz Aungell, Florinda, fo2 the 
loue and good wyll ſhe bare vnto his wyke and hym, made 
muche ok him in all places where ſhe ſawe him. And theres 
foe tooke no hede vnto his countenaunce,foz that her hart 
as pet felt no paſſion, but a certen contentation in her ſeife, 
wbẽ the was in the pꝛeſence of Amadour, and of any other 
thing ſhe thought not. Amadour to auoyde the iudgement 
of them that haue pꝛoued the difference of Loners coun⸗ 
tenaunces, was very ware and cfrcumſpect.Fo2 when Flo 
rinda came to ſpeake vnto hym ſecretly (lpke one that 
thought no hurt) the ſier bydden in his bzeſte, burned ſo 
ſoꝛe, as he could not ſtape the bluſhyng colour of his face, 


non the ſparkes whiche flewe out of his eyes. And to the 


intent, that thzough long frequentation, none might eſpie 
the lame, 


—_ 
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the ſame, he intertaigned a very fapze Ladye called Pau- 
lina, a woman in his tyme accompted ſo fapꝛe, as fewe men 
whiche behelde her coulde eſcape ber bondes. This Ladye 
Paulina vnderſtanding howe Amadour vſed his Loue at 
Barſelone and Parpignon, and how he was beloued of the 
fay2eſt Ladies ofthe Countrie,and aboue all ofthe Coun⸗ 
teſſe of Palamons , whiche in beautie wasp2yſed to be the 
fap2eſt in all Dpapne,and of many other, ſapde vnto hym, 
That ſhee had great pitie of hym, fo2 that after ſo manye „ 


good Fo2tunes, he had maried a wpfe ſo foule anddefo2- 55 


med. Amadour vnderſtanding well by thoſe woozdes, 55 
that ſhe had deſp2e to remedy her owne neceſſitie, vſed the 
beſt maner he coulde deuile, to the intent that in makyng 
her beleue a [ye, he ſhould hyde from her the truthe. But 
tee ſubttle and well experimented in Loue, was not cons 
tente with talke, but perceyuing well that his harte was 
not ſatiſſied with her Loue, doubted that hee coulde not 
ſerue his Lady in ſecrete wiſe, and therefozemarked hym 
ſo nere, as daplye (hee had a reſpecteand watche vnto hys 
eyes, whiche hee coulde ſo well diſſemble, as ſhee was as 
ble to iudge nothyng , but by dar ke ſuſpicion , not without 
great payne and difficultie to the Gentleman, to whome 
Florinda(ignozaunt of all their malice) dyd reſoʒte many 
tywes in pꝛeſence of Paulina, whoſe demeaner then was ſa 
familiar, as he with maruellous papne refrapned his loo« 
kes, againſt his harte and deſire. And to auoyde that no in⸗ 
conuentence ſhouldenſue , one daye ſpeaking to Florinda, 
as thep were both leaning at a wyndow,ſayd theſe woꝛds. 
Madame, J beſeche you to tell mee whether it is better to 52 
ſpeake oꝝ to die. Wherfito Florinda anſweredreadily,ſap» 5 
ing. Iwill euer geue councell to my friendes to ſpeake and 55 
nat ta dye. Fo2 there be feme woꝛdes ſpoken but that they 5» 
may be amended, but the life loſt cannot be recouered. ꝛo⸗ 35 
mile me then ſaid Amadour, that not onely pe will accept 55 
thoſe wo2des which J will lap, but allo not to be aſtonned 35 
Gg iili. 02 aba⸗ 
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cc 02 abaſhed, till ye haue heard the end of my tale. To whom 
ce ſhe aunlwered. Say what it pleaſe pou, foꝛ if you do affray 
cc me, none other ſhalljaſlure me. Then he began to ſape vnco 
cc her. Madame, I haue not yet bene deſirous to diſcloſe vnto 
ce pau the great affection which F beare you, fo twoo cauſes, 
ce The one, bicauſe J attend by mp long leruice, to ſhewe you 
ce the experience thereof . The other, foʒ that J doubted you 
ce would thinke a great pꝛeſumption in me (which am but a 
cc pooze gentleman) to inſinuate my ſelfe in place whereof J 
ce am not woꝛthy. And although J were a Pꝛince as pou be, 
ce the lopaltie pet ot pour harte, will not permitte anp other, 
ce hut him which hath already taken poſſeſſion (che ſonne J 
ce meane of the Infant Fortune) to bſe in talke any matter of 
cc loue. But Padame, like as neceſſitie in time of greatſwarr 
ce conſtraineth men to make hauoke of their owne goodes, x 
cc to conſume the greene cone, that the enemy take no pꝛoſit 
cc and reliefe chereof, euen ſo doe J hazard to aduaunce the 
cc krute, which in time J hope to gather, that your enemies & 
ce mine map iniope thereoł none aduauntage. Knowe pe Pas 
ce dame, that from the time of pour tender peares, Jhaue in 
ce ſuch wyſe dedicated my ſelfe to pour ſeruice as Iceaſſe not 
ce {kill to aſpire the meanes to achieue pour grace & fauour, 
cc And fo that occaſion, I did marry her whome IJ thought 
cc you did loue beſt, And knowing the loue pou beare to the 
cc ſonne of the Infant Fortune, Jhaue indeuoured to ſerue 
cc him as pou haue ſene. And that wherein J thought pou dyd 

ce delighte, J baue accompliſhed to the vttermoſte of my 

cc power. Pou doe ſee that J haue gotten the good wil of the 

cc Countelle pour mother, ok the Earle pour bꝛother, and of 
cc all thoſe that doe beare pou good wyll. In ſutche ſoꝛte as 

ec in this houſe J am eſtemed, not like a ſeruaunt, but as a 

ec ſoune. And all the labour whiche J baue luſtapned theſe 
ce fiue peares paſt, was fo2 none other cauſe , but to lpue all 
cc the daies ok my like with you. And vnderſtand pou wel, that 
c Jam none ok thoſe whiche by theſe meanes doe pꝛetende 

to re⸗ 
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to receiue of you anye pꝛoſite oz pleaſure , other than chat »5 
which ts good and bertuous . J do know that J can neuer . 
marrte you,and if J could J would not foz letting che loue »» 
that you beare bnto him, whom I deſire to be your huſ⸗ »» 
bande, like wiſe to loue pou in vicious lo2te, like them that »5 
bope to recompence their (eruice, with diſhonour of their »» 
Ladies, J am ſo karre of from that affection, as I had ra» »» 
ther be dead thi to ſee you by deſert woꝛthy of leſſe loue, & 5 
that pour vertue ſhoulde by any meanes be diminiſhed foz „ 
any pleaſure that might happen vnto mee. I do pꝛetend & 5» 
craue fo2 the ende and recompence of my ſeruice, but one 5 
tbing. Mhicb is, that pou will continue mp lopall & faith» 3» 
full maiſtreſle, neuer to withdꝛawe from me pour wonted 35 
grace and fauour, and that you will maintaine mee in that »5 
eſfate wherein J am, Repoſinge your truſt and fivelitie in 
me mozethaninany other, making pour ſelfe ſo aſſured of +3 
me, as if fo2 your hono! oz any cauſe touching your perſon, 5» 
you ſtand in neede of the life of a Gentleman, the ſame ſhal 3 
right willingly be emploped at pour commaundement. In „. 
like maner all thinges vertuous and honeſt which euer J 


ſhal attempt, J beſeech you to tbinke to be done onely koʒ 5 


b loue of you. And ik J haue done fo2 Ladies of leſſe repu »» 
tacion than you be, any thing wozthy ok regard, be aſſured 5» 
that koꝛ ſuch a maiſtreſſe as pou be, my enterpꝛiſes ſhal in- 
creaſe in ſuch ſoꝛt, as the things which J found difficult & »» 
impoſſible, ſhall be eaſelie foꝛ me to accopliſhe. But if you »» 
do not accept mee to be wholy pours, J determine to gtue 55 
duer armes, and to renounce valtaunce,becauſe tt hath not 
ſuccoured me in neceſſitie. Aherkoze Padame, J humble 2» 
beſeech pou that my iuſt requeſt may not be rekuſed, ſith w »» 
vour honaur and conſcience you cannot well denie þ fame. »» 
The pong Lady hearing this vnaccuſtomed ſute, began to 

chaunge her colour; and to caſte downe her eyes like an a⸗ 

maſed woman, not withſtandinge, being wyle and dilcrete 


ſhe ſaid vnto him. If (Amadour) pour requeſt vnto me be 
none 
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ce none other than you pzetende,wherefoze baue pou difcotr» 
cc (ed this long Ozation $ J am afraid leſt vnder this honeſtz 
cc pꝛetence there lurketh ſome hidden malice to deceiue the 
cc ignozaunce of my youth, wherby Jam wꝛapt in great per⸗ 
cc plexitie how to make pou aunſwere. Foz to retuſe the ho⸗ 
ce neſt amitie which you haue offered, J ſhall doe tontrury to 
ce that J haue done hitherto, fo2 I haue repoſed in you moꝛe 


ce truſt than in any liuing creature. My conſcience oꝛ mine 


ec honour caunot gaineſay your demaunde, no? the loue that 
cc J beare tothe ſonne ofthe Jinfat Fortune, which is groũ⸗ 
ec ded bpon fayth of mariage. Where pou ſay that you pꝛe⸗ 
4c tende nothinge but that is good and vertuous, Icãnot tell 
< what thing ſhould let me to make pou aunſwere accozding 
ec to pour requeſt, but a feare that J conceiue in hart, foũded 
cc bpon the ſmall occaſion that yon haue to ble that ſpeache, 
ec fo2 if you haue alreadye what pou demaunde, what doth 
cc conſtraine you to ſpeake ſo affectuouſſies Amadour that 
£ was not without an aunſweare, ſaide vnto ber. Madame 
cc you ſpeake very wiſely, and you do me ſo much honour, foʒ 
ce the confidence and truſte which accoꝛding to pour ſapinge 
« pou do repoſe in me, as if I doe not content my ſelfe with 
cc ſuch a benefice, J were the vnwoꝛthie ſt man aliue. But vue 
ce det ſtande Padame, that he which goeth about to builde a 
cc perpetual manſion, ought to haue regard to a ſure c firms 
<« foundacton, Wherfoze Iwhich deſire perpetually to re⸗ 
ce maine your ſertaunte , doe ſecke not onely the meanes to 
© kepe my ſelke neare about pou, but alſo to fozefee that none 
ce doe vnderſtãd the great affection that J do beare you. Fo2 
cc although my mind be ſo bertuous and honeſt, as the ſame 
ce map diſcloſe it ſelfe befoze the whole woꝛlde, pet there bee 
vc ſame fo ignoꝛant and vnſkilfull of louers harts, as manye 
te times will iudge contrary to trouth.wherot pꝛoceedetb ſo 
5c ill bzute ⁊ repoꝛt, as if the effectes were wicked. The cauſe 
ac which hath made me ſo bold to ſay q declare vnto you thus 


much 
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much, is the ſuſpicion that Paulina hath conteyued, foz þ 5 
I cannot loue her- Mho doth nothing cls but marke and „ 
eſpie my countenaunce in euetye place, and when pou ble 55 
pour familiar talke with me befoze her, I am ſo afraide to „„ 
ſhewe any ſigne whereby ſhee maye grounde o2 verifie her 5 
iudgemente, that J fall into that inconuenience, which J 5» 
would willingly auoyde. A berefoze I haue thought good 35 
to beſeechyou(befoze her and choſe which you do know to 5, 
be ſo malicious) to refraine from talkinge with mee ſo ſos „ 
dainlpe, fo2 I bad rather dye, than anye liuinge creature „ 
ſhould haue miſtruſt thereof. And were it not fo2 the loue „ 
which J beare vnto pour honour „ J had not pet declared „ 
the ſame vnto pou, foꝛ I do hold my ſelfe ſufficiente happy „ 
and content of the onely loue and affiaunce that you put in „ 
me, crauing nought els butt the continuance of the ſame. ,, 
Florinda wel ſatiſtyed with this aunſwere, began to feele 
in hartea furtyer thing togrowe than euer ſhe did befoze. 
And hearing the honcll reaſons alleaged by him, ſaid, that 
ber boneſtie and vertue ſhoulde make aunſweare foz her, 
and therewithall aſſented to his demaunde . TAhereof 
whether Amadour were topful, Louers neede not doubt. 
But Florinda credited mote his counſell, than he woulde 
haue had her. Foz ſhee being fearefull and timerous, not 
ouelp befoze Paulina, but in all other places, vſed farre o- 
ther countenaunce than ſhe was wont to do. And in this a⸗ 
lienation of her foꝛmer familiarity,ſhe miſliked the conuer 
ſatid that Amadour had with Paulina, whoſe beauty was 
ſuch,that ſhee could not otherwiſe belecue,but v hee loued 
ber. And Florinda to paſſe over her heauineſſe, daily vſcd 
the tompany ot Auenturade, that began'maruelouſlly to be 
ialous betweeue her bulbande and Paulina, whereof ee 
made complaint many times to Florinda, who comfoꝛted 
her ſo well as ſhee coulde, like one attached with the lame 
diſeaſe. Amadour coniecturinge by the countenaunce of 
Florinda, that not onely ſhee was eſtraunged from hym 
thꝛough 
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chꝛough his foꝛmer aduertiſement, but allo that there was 
ſome other diſpleaſure concepued, comming bpon a time, 

cc from eufſong out of the Monaſterie. be ſayd vnto her Ma⸗ 
«< dame, what countenaunce do pou make me? Such as J 
cc thincke doth pleaſe you beſt, anſwered Florinda, Then A- 
madour ſuſpectĩg a matter, to know whether it were true, 

< henan to ſape. Madame, J haue ſo bſed Paulina, as the be- 
<« ginneth to giue ouer her opiniõ of you. She anſwered bim. 
He cannot do a better thing either fo2 your ſelfe oz fo2 me. 
* Fo2 in doing pour ſelfe a pleaſure, pou do honour vnto me. 
Amadour iudged by theſe wozds that ſhe thought he coke 
pleaſure to talke of Paulina, wherewith be became ſo deſ- 
yerate, as bee could not fozbeare to ſay vntoher inanger: 

tc Madame, you begin verp ſone toto2ment your ſeruaunte. 
te There was neuer paine moe greeuous vnto mee, than to 
«c be fo2ced to ſpeake to her whom J loue not. And ſithens al 
ic that which J do fo2 pour ſeruice is taken in ill part, J wil 
cc neuer ſpeake againe vnto her, whatſoeuer happen. And to 
ce diſſemble mine anger and contentacion, J wil addꝛe ſſe mp 
ce ſelfe to ſome place herebp, till pour facte be auer paſt. But 
«« I hope J ſhall receiue newes from mp Captaine, to re- 
ce tourne to the warres, where J will ſo longe continue, as 
& You (Hall well knowe, that nothing els but pou alone doth 
fozce me totarriehere. And in ſaping ſo, without attẽding 
fo: her aunſwere, hee incontinently departed, and ſpee re⸗ 


mapned ſo ſad and penſife as any woman coulde be. And 


Loue began to ſhewe his greate fozce in ſuch wyſe, as ſhee 
knowing her wꝛong inceſſantly wꝛote to Amadour, pzay» 
ing him to retourne home, which he did within few dayes 


after that his choler was paſt. And to tell you what buſi⸗ 


neſle there was, to interrupte and bzeake the ialouſie cons 
reiued, it were ſuperfluous, But in the ende, he wanne the 
field, ſo that ſhe pꝛomiſed him, not onely to beleeue that he 
loued not Paulina, but alſo helde ber ſelfe aſſured that it 
Hould be to him a martirdome intollerable, to ſpeake vn. 


e 


to her 
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to ber, oʒ any other, except it were ta do her ſeruice. After 
that Loue had banquiſhed this pꝛeſente ſuſpicion, and that 
the two Louers began to take moze pleaſure in their mu- 
tuall talke than euer they did befoze, Newes came that þ 
king ol Spaine was about to addzes his Armie to Saulle, 
wher foze be þ was wont to be chere with the firſt, was not 
like now to fayle to augment his honour, But true it is, 
bis grieke was pꝛelently moꝛe greate, than at other times 
befoꝛe, aſwell fo: loſinge the pleaſure which he enioyed, as 
fo: feare to ſiude ſome mutacion and chaunge at his re⸗ 
turne, becauſe he ſaw Florinda purſued by great Bꝛinces 
and Loꝛds, and alreadye come to the age oł xb. yeares,any 
thought that if he were maried in his abſence, he ſhould ne 
aer haue occaſion to ſee her againe, except the Counteſle ot 


accompliſhment wherok he made ſuch frends,as the Coũ⸗ 
teſſe & Florinda pꝛomiſed him, that into what ſoeyer place 
ſhe were maried his wyfe Auenturade ſhould attende vpõ 
ber. And although it was in queſtiõ that Florinda ſhould 
be maried into Poztugall, pet determined that his wyke 
ſhould neuer fozſake her. And vppon this aſluraunce, not 
without vnſpeakeable ſoꝛow, Amadour departed and left 
bis wyfe with the Counteſſe. When Florinda was alone, 
her ſeruaunt departed, ſhee gaue her ſeltfe to all vertuous 
life, hopinge thereby to atteine the fame of a moſt perfecte 
Lavp, and to be counted woꝛthie the inter teignemente of 
ſuch a ſeruaunt.Amadour arriued at Barſalone, was ban⸗- 
queced and intertapned of the Ladies, after the old maner, 
but they finding him lo altered and chaũged, thought that 
Pariage could neuer haue had ſuch power vppon man, as 
it had ouer him. Foꝛ he ſeemed then to diſdaine, what ſome 
time he greatly deſired, and ſpectally the Counteſſe of Pa- 
lamons, whom he derely loued, could deniſe by no meaues 
to make him go alone home to his lodging. Amadour tar 
ried at Bar ſalone lo little while as hee coulde, becaule = 
might 


— r 
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Arande would apponte his wyke to waite vppon her. Foz 
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mighte not come late to the plate where hee purpaſtd.co. 
winne and ategiue honour , And being arriued at Saulſe, 
great and cruell warres were comenced betwene the two 
kingcs, which J purpoſe not to recite, ne pet the noble en ; 
terpziſes done by Amadour,. whoſe fame was b2uted as 
boue the reſt of his companions. The duke of Nagyers,at« 
riuinge at Parpignon, had charge of two thouſand men, 3 
pꝛaped Amadour to be his Lieuetenaunte, who with that 
band ſerued ſo well, as no crie was hard in all the ſkirmt- 
ſhes, other than of Nagyers, It channced that tie king of 
Thunis, which ot long time had war re with ß ſpaniart g, 
vnderſtandinge howe the kinges of Spaine, and Fraunce 
were together by the eares at Parpignon and Narbone, 
thougbt that in better time be could not anoye the king of 
Spaine. Mherefoze he ſent a great nomber ot Foiſts and 
other veſſels, to robbe ⁊ ſpoile thoſe frontiers which were 
ill guarded and kept. They ol Barſalone feing a nomber of 
Shippes palle befoze the Towne,aduertiſed the king that 
was at Saulſe, who immediatly ſent the Duke of Nagyers 


to Palamons, And when the ſhippes difcried that the place 


was well gnarded, thep made as though they would paſſe 


further. But about midnigbt they retourned, and landed 


ſo maup men, that the Duke ok of Nagyers was taken pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner. Adamour which was very vigilũt, heat ig allarme, 
pzeſently aſſembled ſo many men as be could, and defended 
bimſelf ſo wel, as 5 fozce of bis enemies a long time could 
not hurt bim. But in thende knowing that the Duke ol 
Nagyers was taken pꝛiſoner, and that the Turks were de- 
ter mined to burne tbe Citie of Palamons, and then to ſier 


the houſe which be ſtrongly had fozced againſte them, hee 


tbought it better to render himſelf, than ta be cauſe of che 
Jolle of fo many good ſouldioꝛs as were vnder his gouern⸗ 
mente, allo by putting bimſelfe to raunſome, he hoped in 
time to come to ſee Florinda. Then he ſubmitted himſelfe 
to a Turke called Derlyn, p gouernoz of the king of Thu · 
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nis, who conteyed him home to his maiſter, where he was 
well entertaigned, e better kept. Fozthey thougbt y ba- 
uing bim in their hands, they bad gotten the only Achilles 
of Spaine. In this ſoꝛt Amadour cõtinued almoſt þ ſpace 
of two peares, in the ſeruice of þ king of Thunis. Mewes 
came into Spaine of this ouerthzow, wherof þ frends of ⸗ 
Danke of Nagyers, were verp ſozowfull, But they þ loued 
the hono! of their countrie, thoughte Amadour to bee the 
greateſt lolle, the byutewherof was noyſed in the houſe of 
the Counteſſe of Arande wher at p• time the pooze gentle. 
woman Auenturade lap very ſoꝛe ſicke. The Coũteſſe ſuſ- 
pecting very much the affection þ Amadour bare vnto her 
daughter, which he ſuffered and diſſembled fot his vertues 
ſake,called her daughter aſide, e told her þ pitious newes. 
Florinda which could well diſſemble ſaid vnto her, that it 
was a great loſſe foz al their houſe, but ſpecially ſhe pitied 
the ſtate of his pooze wife, becauſe at that time ſhe was ſo 
ſoze ſicke. But ſeing her mother weepe lo bitterly, the let 
fal ſome teares to keepe ber cõpanp.leaſt thꝛough to much 
diſſimulacion, her love might be diſcouered After time, 
the Cofiteſle ſpake to her many times, but ſhe could neuer 
perceiue by her countenance, any cauſe of certaine ſuſpict- 
on. J wil leaue to ſpeake of þ vopages, p pꝛapere, 5 ſuppli⸗ 
cations & faſtings, which Florinda did ozdinarilp make foꝝ 
the ſafegard z pzolperitie of Amadour, who incontinently 
ſoTone as he was ariued at Thunis, ſent newes to his free 
ds, by #ſure meſſenger aduertized Florinda,p he was in 
good health t hope to retourne. MAbich new es was tothe 
pooze Ladp, ö only meanes to releue ę eaſe her ſoꝛow. And 
doubt ye not, but þ meanes of writing, was utter ly de bar⸗ 
red fro Amadour,wherof Florinda acquitedberſelt᷑ ſo dili 
gently, as by her letters #epiſtſes, be receiued great coſas 
{attd + cõfoꝛt. The Coũteſſe of Arãde receiued cõmaunde⸗ 
met frs the king. to repaire to Sarragoſa, where bee p time 


was artiued. And there ſhe kound 5 pag Duke of Cardõne 
| making ſuts. 
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 Amadour and Florinda 


ſute to the king and Queene, koꝛ mariage of her daughter. 
The Counteſſe vnwilling to diſobey the king, agreed, chin⸗ 
kinge that her daughter being very ponge, had none other 
affection,but that which already had taken ſure impzelli⸗ 
on. {hen the acco2de was concluded, ſhee ſayde vnto her 
daughter, that ſhe had cholen that matche,as beſt woꝛthy 
to iopne with her perſon, Yer daughter conſidering howe 
in a thing already done it was to late to take counſell, ſaid 
vnto her, that God was to be pꝛaiſed in all things. And le- 
ing ber mother ſo far alienated frd her intent, he thought 
it better to ſhew her ſelle obedient, than fo take pitie vpon 
berſelfe. And to comkoꝛt her in that ſozowe, the vuderſtode 
that the inkant Fortune was at the point of death. But be⸗ 
foze her mother oʒ any other perlõ, ſhe hewed not ſo much 
as one ſigne oꝛ token therof,ftrapning ber griefe ſo much, 
as the teares by fo2ce retiringe to her barte, did cauſe the 
bloud to iſſue foꝛth at her Mole, in ſuch abundance, as her 
life was in pꝛeſent daunger. And to recouer her of that diſs 
taſe, ſhee was maried vnto him, foz whoſe ſake ſhee had ra⸗ 
ther haue chaunged her life fo2 pꝛeſent death. After the 
mariage, Florinda went wpth her huſbande into the Ons 


chy of Cardonne, and in her company Aduẽturade, to who 


the ſecretly made complaint, as wel of her mothers rigoꝛ. 
as alſo of the ſozow the concepued foꝛ the loſſe of the ſonne 
of the Infant Fortune But of her griefe fo2 Amadour,ſhe 
ſpake no woꝛde, but by way of comkoꝛting her, This pong 
Lady che determined to haue God g the reſpect of her ho⸗ 
noure befoze her eies, and ſo wel to diſſemble ber ariefes, 
as none at any time ſhould perceiue that ſhee miſliked her 
bulband. In this ſoꝛt Florinda paſſed long time, in a lite no 
leſſe pleaſauntthan death. The repozt whereof ſhe ſent to 
ber good ſeruaũt Amadour, who vnderſtanding her great 
loue, wel diſpoſed hart, and the loue ſhee bare to the In⸗ 
kant Fortune, thought that it was impoſſible ſhe could liue 
dong, and lamented her ſtate moge than dis owne... T — 

| Trtets. 
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griefe augmented his paine ofimpziſonmente, wiſhinge to 


baue remapned a ſlaue all the dayes ok his lite, ſu that Flo- 
rinda had had a huſ bande reſpondent to her deſire, foꝛget⸗ 
tinge bis owne griefe by feeling that his frende did ſuffer, 
{nd becauſe he vnderſtode by a ſecret freind which he had 
gotten in the Court of the king ol Thunis, p the king was 
minded to offer him 5 gibbet, oz els to make him renounce 
his fayth,fo2 the deſire hee had to retaine him till, and to 
make him a good Tur ke, he behaued himſelf ſo well, wyth 
him that toke him pꝛiſoner, that be gaue him leaue to de⸗ 
part vpon his fapth, taxing him at ſo greate raunſome, as 
be thought a man ok ſo ſmall ſubſtance was neuer able to 
pay. And ſo without ſpeaking to the king his Maiſter, hee 
let bim go vpon his kayth. After he had ſhewed himlelfe ac 
the Court of the king of Spaine, he departed incõtinent ly 
to his frends to get his raunſome, & went ſtraight to Bar- 
ſalone, whether the pong Ouke of Cardonne, his mother, 
@ Florinda, was gone aboute certaine affaires. Aucturade 
ſo ſone as ſhe heard tell that her huſband was come, decla⸗ 
red the ſame to Florinda, who ſeemed fot her ſake greatly 
to retoyce therat. But fearing that the deſire ſhe had to ſee 
him would make her chaunge countenannce,and that they 
which knew not the cauſe therof, would concetue ſome ill 
opinion, ſhe ſtode ſtill at a window to ſee him come a far of. 
And ſo ſone as ſhe eſpied him, ſhee went downe z patre of 
darke ſtaires that none mighte perceiue her chaunge of cos 
lour. hen ſhe had imbzaced Amadour, ſhee led him inta 
her chamber, and from thence to her mother in law, which 
had neuer leene him befoze . Me had not continued there 
two dapes, but he was (9 well beloued, as he was befoꝛe in 
the houfeof the Counteſſe of Arande, J will omitte the 
woꝛds and talke bet wene Florinda and Amadour, and the 
tomplaintes which he made vnto her of his ill aduenture, 
that hee had ſuſtayned in his abſence, And after manye 
teares vttered vp her, foʒ the heauines (he . 


Dh 


4 * 7 . * * 5 GT . " Ty . . JT. 
1 D zh mp : 
= — — —__ d : 


—_— 


* 
DO 


j and 


r 
. 


- — — 
nn — 
2 ; 2 — 4 « " 8 


— 
* < Pe 
2 _ ww 


" * TIS 
ö 4 « v * 
F „ Ls —_ LY 5 „ — * » 
My . — . p 2 8 4 1 ar ” . 
— . Wy — 1 
2% — a * N N R of 8 * W v % 8 s Aa 
: , 5 


3 OR - 
„. ui, oe 
. 


3 r 
— an! 59 Oo 
» * 1 7 

2 5 of 8 


— 
* * 


Amadour and Florinda. 


fo) the mariage againſt her wil, as fo? the loſſe of him þ he 
loued ſo dearely, c fo him whom ſhe thoughte neuer to ſee 
againe, ſbee determined to take her conſolation in the loue 
and fidelitie þ ſhe bare to Amadour, which notwſtanding 
ſhe durſt not open declare. But he y much doubted ther» 
of, loſt no occaſion and time to let her know & vnderſtande 
the great loue he bare her. And euen vppon the point thac 
ſhe was ready to receiue him, not asa ſeruaunt, but fo? her 
aſſured & perfect frend, there chaunced a maruellous Foz⸗ 
tune. Fo2 the king fo2 certaine matters of impoꝛtance, in. 
tontinently ſent fozxth Amadour, wherof his wyte concey- 
ved ſuch ſozrow, as hearing thoſe newes, ſhe louned & fell 
from the ſtapzes where ſhe fNode,wherewlſth ſhe hur te her⸗ 
ſelfe ſo ſo2e,as neuer after ſhe reuiued, Florinda(that by þ 
death of her had loſt all comkfoꝛt) made ſuch ſoxrow, as one 
that was deſtitute of good frends and kinſkolke, but Ama- 
dour toke the ſame in woꝛſt part. Foꝛ he had not onely loſt 
one of the moſt honeſt women that euer was, but aiſothe 
meanes that he ſhould neuer after that time haue occaſion, 
to viſit Florinda. Foz which cauſe he fell into ſuch ſicknes, 
as he was like to haue died ſodainly. The old Duchclle of 
Cardonne, inceſſantly did viſite him, c alledged many phi⸗ 
loſophical reaſons to make him paciecly to receiue death, 
but it auapled nothing. Foz ik death of thone ſide did toz⸗ 
ment bim, Loue on 5 other, did augment his martirdome. 
Amadour ſeing that his wyke was buried, e that the king 
had ſent foꝛ him, (hauing no occaſton of lõger abode there) 
he entred into ſuch diſpaire, as bee ſeemed to be oute of bis 
wittes. Florinda which in comfoꝛzting him was almoſt de⸗ 
ſolate, remapned by bim one whole afternone, vſinge very 
honeſt and difcrete talke vnto bim, thinking thereby to di⸗ 
minilhe the greatneſſe ol his ſoꝛrowe, alſlured him þ ſhee 
would deuiſe wayes how he might viſite her moze oft tha 
he did thinke fo2 . And becauſe he muſt de part next moꝛ⸗ 
ning; & was lo feeble and weake » he could not rile from 


bis 
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his bed, he intreated her ta come & ſe him at night after e⸗ 
uery man was retired to bed. Which ſhe pꝛomiſed to doe, 
not knowing v Loues extremety was voyd of reaſon. And 
be that ſaw no hope euer after that time to ſee her agame, 
whõ ſo lũg time he had ſerued: e of whom he had neuer re: 
tepued other interteignmẽt than p you haue heard, was ſa 
beaten & ouercom wv loue long diſlembled, xof the deſpaire 
be conceiued, that (all meanes to vie her company taken a⸗ 
wap) he purpoſed to play double oz quit, either toloſe her, 
02 to win her fauour fo euer, to pay himſelf at oneinſtãt, 
the rewarde which he thought he had right wel deſerued. 
TA berkoge be cauſed the curtaines of his bed to be dzawe, 
that they which came into the chãber mighte not ſee him, 
coplapning of ſicknes moꝛe than he was wont to do, where 
by they of the houſe thought he would not haue liued 24. 
houres, After euery one of þ houſe bad viſited him at night 
Florindaſ(at the ſpecial rt queſt of her huſbaud)came to ſee 
him, thinking fo2 his cofozt,to btter vnto him her affectis, 
and how aboue all other ſhe would loue him, ſo far as her 
honoz did permit. And ſitting downe ina chapꝛe at the beds 
head, ſhe began tocdfozt him, æ tber wal powꝛed out many 
teares. Amadour ſeing her ſoʒowtul and penſife, thought þ 
in her great toꝛment he mig bt eaſely attaine 5ᷣ effect oł his 
intẽt: And lifted himſelf vp in his bed, which Florinda per⸗ 
cepuing, ſhe would haue ſtated him, becauſe ſhe thought þ 
thzongh weakenes be was not able to moue. And kneeling 


vpon bis knees, be laid vnto her Puſt foꝛ euermoꝛe foz+ ,, 
go pour ſight mine owne deare Lady: And in ſaying ſo be ,, 


fel downe betwene her armes like ene 5 fainted fo2 lack of 
ſtrength. Then pooze Florin da imbzaced him, of long 
time beld him vp, doing all p was poſſible foꝛ his comfoꝛe. 
But v medecine ſhe gaue him to eaſe his ſoꝛow, did rather. 
increaſe the ſame moze ſtrong. Foz in fapning himſelf half 
dead, without ſpeaking any woꝛd, he attẽpted þ u hich the 
bono of womähodedoth defend. Vhẽ Florinda percetues 
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bis ill intent, he could ſcarce beleue the ſame,conſidering 
his honeſt requeſts made bekoꝛe time, therfoze alked him 
what it was 5ᷣ he deſired , But Amadour fearing to heare 
ber aunſwere which he knew well could be none other but 
chaſte & vertuous,wout further talke, purſued his purpoſe 
ſo earneſtly as he could, wherw Florinda beinge aſtonned 
did ſuſpect he had bin out of his wittes rather than beleue 
that he wente about her diſhonoz. Uherekoze with loude 
voice ſhe called a Gentlemã p was in the chamber.Thich 
Amadour hearing, vtterly in diſpatre,thzew himſelf ſo ſos 
denly into his bed, as the gentleman thought he had beene 
dead. Florinda riſing out of the chaire, ſaide vnto him. Goe 
quickly & fetch ſome good bineger. Which the Gentlemã 
ce did. Then Florinda began toſay vnto him. Aimadourwhat 
cc kollie hath inchaunted your wiſedome : And what is that 
« which you would haue done vnto me: Amadour 2 thzough 
tte the foꝛce of loue had loſt al reaſon, ſaid vnto her, Ooth mp 
ce long ſeruitce merite a recopence of ſuch cruelty? And wher 
« is the honeſty then ſaid Florinda, which ſo many times you 
cc haue pꝛeached vnto me: Ah Madame laid Amadour,J bes 
ce [tne it is impoſſible your ſelfe moze faithfully to loue your 
cc obne honour than J do. Fo2 when you were bnmaried, J 
cc could ſo wel ſubdue my harte and affection, as you did nes 
tc uer vnderſtand my will and deſire. And now þ you be mas 
cc tied, ta the intente your honour map reſte in couerte, wbat 
cc wꝛong do J to aſke that which is mine owne ? Foz by foꝛce 
ce of loue J haue won ou. Me that firſt entoyed your barte, 
ce hath ſo ill followed the victozte of your bodye, as hee hath 
et well deſerued to loſe altogether . Me that poſſeſſeth your 
ce body, is not woꝛthy to haue pour hart, wherefoze pour bo⸗ 
ce dy is none of his, ne pet he hath no title in the lame. But J 
ce Padame, thele five oz ſire peares haue ſuſtepned ſuche 
cc papnes and trauaile fo2 your ſake, as pou are not igno⸗ 
cc raunte but to me appertapneth both your body and harte, 

cc ko whole lake J haue btterlye koꝛgotten mine owne. * 
nd 
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And il you can ſinde in your hart to defende mee from my 
tight, doubt pe not but they which haue p2oucd the foꝛces 
of Loue, wil lay the blame on pou, which hath in this ſozc ?? 
robbed me from my libertie, and with pour heauenly gra- ?? 
ces hath obſcured my ſences, that not knowing bereakter 
what to do, I am conſtrayned to go without hope foz ener ?? 
to ſee yon againe. Notwithſtanding warrante pour ſelfe, 
that in what place ſo euer J am, you ſhall fil poſſeſſe my 
harte, which ſhall continue pours foz euer, be Jvppon the ?? 
lande oz water, 02 betweene the hands of my moſte cruell *? 
enemies But if J could reconer befoze my departure that 
ſurety ot you which the greatneſſe of my loue deſerueth, 
J ſhall be ffrong enough paciently to beare the griefes of ?? 
my long abſence, And ifit pleaſe you not to graũt me this ?? 
requeſt, you ſhal ſhoꝛtly beare tell that your rigo2 hath re *? 
dꝛed vnto me a moſt vnhappy and cruel death. Florinda no ?? 
leſſe aſtonned than ſozie, to heare ſuch woꝛds pꝛoceede fro 
bim, of whom ſhe neuer had any ſuch ſuſpicion weepinge 
faide buto him. Alas Amadour, is this the meaning of 39 
thoſe vertuous wozds which lithens the beginning of my 35 
youth ye haue vttered vnto me: Js this the honozof the 53 
conſcience, which you haue many times perſwaded me ra- 55 
ther to die than loſe the ſame Dane pou foꝛgottẽ the good 35 
examples recited vnto me of vertuous dames that baue re 5» 
ſiſted fooliſh loue? And is this the maner of pour contempt „ 
of Ladies that were fooliſh and vaine, whoſe light bebauf- 55 


£ our pou diſſembled ſo much to abhozre : J cannot beleeue „ 
1 Amadour that pou are dziuen into ſuch madnes & kurie, as „ 
Ir the feare of GOD, your owne conſcience,# the eſtimacid »5 
os of mine hono2,ſhould be altogether out of vour minde and 5 
E memoꝛie. But if it ſo be as you ſay, I do pꝛaiſe the gcodnes „ 


he of God, which bath pꝛeuented the miſhap that nowe Jam 55 
0 fallen into, in ſhe wing me by pour woꝛds, the hart which »s 
te, did not know. Fo? bauing loſt the ſonne of the infit For- 5 
tune, who not onely is maried into another place, but alſo 5 

nd Dh ii. loued 
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© lotedanother,# A now marie d to him, which J canot lone, 


8 „ Ithought # determined wholly, al mine hart g affectis 
© to loue you, founding 5 ſame vpon v vertue which I knew 
5 to be in vou, which laue by pour meanes onelye J haue c6- 
© ceiued, x therkoze did moꝛe eſteeme my honoz & conſcience, 
< than the pꝛice ofmine owne life. Uppon aſſurance of this 
< fone ok honeſtie Jam com hither thinking to build a moll 
ce (ure koundacion. But (Amadourjin one momẽt thowhaſte 
c declared,how in place of a pure foundacton,thy buildinge 
M "is reared vpon a light ſand,# vncõſtant ground, oz els vpõ 
© A filthy and foule quamire, And where J began to erect a 
©* good part ok the lodgings of this building vpon the grofio 
se ofthe fidelitic, hoping todwel there fozeuer,ſodenly thou 
my e hall ouerth2zowen the whole plot. UWherfoze, you muſt im⸗ 
© mediaclp bꝛeake in ſõder the hope X credit Þ euermoze pou 
Y © baue found in me. e determine þ in what place ſoeuer J be, 
- uot to purſue me eitber by woꝛde oz countenaunce. And da 
* not thinke, d J can 02 will at anpe time hereafter chaunge 
«hi mine opinid,reciting this my laſt A dicu w great (02 
rom F griefe. But if J had made an othe of this perfect a⸗ 
* mitie t loue, J know mine harte would haue died vpõ this 
125 Het, although the aſtoniſhment in that Jam deceiued, 
© isſogreat,as Jam wel aſſured ic will make my life either 
ce ſho2t oꝛ ſoꝛowfull. And therefoze I bid you farewel e that 
fo euer. I purpoſe not to tel you p ſezow which Amadour 
felt by hearing thoſe wozds. Becauſe it is impoſſible not 
only to wiite them, but allo to thincke them, except it be of 
ſuch as haue had experience ofthe like. 4nd leing p vppon 
thts cruel concluſton ſhe would haue gone away,he caught 
her by the arme, knowing well þ if he did not remoue þ ill 
opinion, which by bis owne occaſtan ſhe had concepued, hee 
ſhould loſe her fo2 euer. Uher toe he ſafd vnto ber ww a ves 
cc ty faint chere. Madame, al the dapes of my life I haue deſi⸗ 
e red to loue a womã endued with hone ſtie æ vertue. And bes 
ac cauſe J haue found ſo few, J would faine haue tried whe⸗ 
ther 
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ther your perſo had bin woꝛthy of eſtimacion z loue, wher ! 35 
of now J am wel aſſured, æ hũblie do pꝛaiſe God therefoze, 
becauſe mine bart is addꝛeſſed to ſuch perfetctiõ: beſeching 35 
pou to pardon this fond & bold attẽpt, ſith you ſee þ the end 45 
doth redound to pour owne Hono! t contentacid. Florinda, 
which began to know by bim the malice of other men, like 
as ſhe was hard to beleue the tuill wher it was, euen o ſhe 
was mone difficile to credite the good where it was not, e 
ſaid vnto him Ipꝛap to God pour woꝛds be true Pet am J 
not ſo ignoꝛant but þ the ſtate ot mariage wherein Fam, 52 
bath made me euidently to know þ ſtrong paſſion of blind 55 
loue which hath foꝛced you vnto this follie. Fo2 if God had 5> 
toſed my hãde, Jam wel aſſured pou would not haue plncs 2» 
ked backe p bꝛidle. They p attẽpt toſecke after vertue,vo 53> 
not take the wap 5 you do tread. But this is ſufficient it 1 
haue lightly beleeued any honeſtie in pou, it is time fo2 me 25 
nou to know þ truth, 2ᷣ I map rid my ſelf frõ you. And in 2» 
ſaying ſo, Florinda went out of the chãber, call the nighte 
long, ſhe neuer left weeping, feeling ſuch great griefe in p 
alteratiõ, as ber hart had much to do, to ſuſtaine þ aſſaults 

of ſozrow ploue had made. Foꝛ although reaſon thoughte 
neuer to loue him againe, petthe hart which is not ſubiece 

to our fãcie, would not accoꝛd to perueltie. Fox which cds 
ſideracion, ſhe loued him no leſſe than ſhe was wont to do, 
and knowing þ{one was the cauſe of p fault, ſhe purpoſen 
foꝛ ſatiſtactiõ ot Loue, to love him w all her hart, c pct foz 
the obedience x fealtie due to her houoꝛ, ſhe thought neuer 

to make any ſemblance In 5 mozning Amadour departed 

in this ſozt, troubled as pou haue hearde, neue rthe leſſe his 
couragious heart, entred not in diſpaire, but renued a kreſſ 
hope once againe to ſee Florindaʒę to win her fauour. The 

he coke bis iourney towards the Court of Spaine (which 
was at Tolledo) taking his way by Coũteſſe of Arande, 
wher late in an euening be atriued, e found þ Coũteſſe ve⸗ 
xye licke foʒ the abſence of her daughter Florinda, When 
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thee law Amadour, ſhee kiſled & imbzaced him, as if he had 
beene her owne child, alwel fo2 the loue ſhe bare vnto him, 
as fo the like which ſhe doubted that he bare to Florinda, 
of whom very earneſtly ſhe inquired fo2 newes, who tolde 
her the belt that he could deuiſe, but not the whole truth, 
confeſſed vnto ber the lone betweene Florinda and him, 
(which Florinda had ill conceiled & kept ſecrete) pzaping 
ber ayde to bzfng him againe into her fauour: and ſo p next 
mozning bee departed, And after he had done his bulineſle 
with the Queene, he repapzed to the warres, ſo ſadde and 
chaunged in all his condicions, as the Ladies, Captapnes 
and all they ÿ were wonte to keepe him companie, did not 
know him. Dis apparell was all blacke, mourning foz the 
death of his wifc, wherby he couered p ſoꝛrow which was 
bid in his hart. In this wyſe Amadour paſſed thꝛee 02 4. 
peres befoze he returned to the Court. And the Counteſſe 
of Arande which heard tell that Florinda was ſo much al⸗ 
tered, as it would haue moued any hart to behold her, ſent 
fo: her, hoping that ſhe would haue come, but her expecta⸗ 
cion was kruſtrate, foz when Florinda bnderſtode Ama- 
dour had told her mother the good will betweene them, 
that her mother being lo wile and bertuous giuing credite 
to Amadour, did beleue his repoꝛt, ſhe was in marueilous 
perplexitie, becauſe of the one ſide ſhe ſaw that her mother 
did eſteeme him ſo well , g on the other ſide if ſhe declared 
vnto her theitruth, Amadour woulde coceiue diſpleaſure. 
W hich thing ſhe had rather die than to do: wherefo2e ſhe 
thought herſelf ſtrong inough to chaſkile him of his folly, 
wouthelpe of frends. 4gaine, the percepued that by dill?» 
bling the euil which ſhe knew by him, ſhe ſhould be coſtrat- 
ned by her mother & her krẽds, to ſpeake c beare him good 
countenaunce:wherby ſhe feared he would be the moze en 
coꝛaged. But ſeing y he was far ok, ſhe paſſed þ le ſſe of the 
matter. And when the Caoũteſſe her mother did cõmaũde 
ber, ſhe wzote letters vnto him, but they were ſuchias he 
might 


in place of p toye he was wonte to conceiue in her fozmer 
wꝛytings. MAithin the terme of twoo! thꝛee peres, after he 
bad done ſo many noble enterpꝛiſes as al þ paper of Spain 
could not containe them, he deuiled a new inuention, nat to 
wynne and recouer the harte of Florinda( fo; he demed the 
ſame quite loſt) but to haue the victozie ouer his enemy, ſi⸗ 
thens ſhe had vſed him in that ſozte, e reiecting al reaſon 
ſpecially feare of death, into the hazarde wherok he haſted 
bimſelfe,he cõcluded and determined his enter pꝛiſe in ſuch 
ſozte, as foꝛ his bebauiour towardes the Gouernour, hee 
was deputed and ſent by him to treate with the king of cer 
taine exploytes to be done at Locates , ſparing not to im- 
part his meſſage to the Counteſle of Arande, befoze he told 
the lame to the king, to vſe her good aduiſe therein. And (a 
came in polte ſtraight into the Countie of Aranda, where 
ge had intelligence in what place Florinda remained, and 
cretty ſent to the Counteſſe one of his krendes to tell her 
of his comming, and to pꝛap her to keepe it cloſe, and that 
he might ſpeake with her that night in lecrete wiſe that no 
mau might perceiue. The Counteſſe very toyfull ofhis cõ⸗ 
ming,tolde it to Florinda, and ſent her into her huſvandes 
chamber, that ſhe might be ready when ſhe ſhould ſend fox 
her after eche man was gone to bed. Florinda whiche was 
not pet well boldened by reaſon ok her fozmer feare , mas 
4 king a good face of the matter to her mother, withdꝛewe 
her ſelfe into an oꝛatoʒie o2 chappell, to recommed her (elf 
„ Ito God, pꝛaping him to dekend her hart froal wickedaffec# 
{+ Ition, e therwithal coſtvered how often Amadour had pꝛap⸗ 
d [{cdherbeautie, which was not impaired oz diminiſhep, al- 
1o0ugh ſhe had bene ſicke of long time befoze , Ulherefoze 
hinking it better to doe iniurie to her beautie by agfacing 
„ than to ſuffer the harte of ſo honeſt a perſonage by meas 


cs thereof wickedly to be inflamed, ſhee tooke vp a — 
| whic 
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migbt wel gather v they were wꝛittẽ rather vpd obediẽce, 
than of good wil, p reading wherof bzed ſoꝛrow bnto him 
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whiche was within the Chappell, and gaue her ſelſe ſo 
great a blowe onthe face, that her mouthe, eyes and noſe, 
were altogether defozmed, And to thintentnoman might 
ſuſpect what ſhe had done, when the Counteſle ſent fo2 her 
in going out of the Chappell, ſhe fell downe vppon a great 
ſtone , and therewithall criedoutſo loude, as the Coun⸗ 
teſſe came in ⁊ kounde her in pitious ſtate, who incontinent» 
ly dꝛelling her face, and binding it vp with clothes, con» 
ue ed her into her chamber, and pꝛayed her to goe into her 
cloſet to entertaigne Amadour, tyll ſhe were weary of bis 
companie « Wlhiche ſhe did, thinkyng that there had bene 
ſome body with hym But finding bim alone, and the dooze 
Gut vpon her: Amadour was not ſo well pleaſed as ſt ee 
was diſcontented. TU ho nowe thought epther with loue 
oꝛ foꝛte to get that , whiche hee had ſo long tyme deſpzed. 
And after be had ſpoken a fewe wooꝛdes bnto her, e found 
ber in that mynde hee lefte her, and that to dye fo? it ſhee 
woulde not chaunge her opinion, de ſperatly he ſayde vnto 
e btr. By God Madame, tbe fruite of my labour, ſhall not be 
e thus ta ken from me, fo2 ſcruples and doubtes. Andſithe 
«c that Loue, pacience, aud humble deſires, can not pꝛeuaple, 
«c I will not ſpare by fozce to get that, which except J baue it 
«c will be the meanes of mine ouerthꝛowe. When Florinda 
ſawe his face and eyes ſo altered, and that the faireſt die g 
colour ofp wozld,was become ſo red as fter , with his moff 
pleaſaunt and amiable loke tranſfozmed intoſhoꝛrible he w 
and furious, c therewithall diſcried the very hote burning 
fler, to ſparkle within bis harte a face:and how in that furp 
with one ok his ſtrong fiſtes he griped her delicate ⁊ tender 
hands. And on the other ſide ſhee ſceing all her defences to 
faple her, and that her feete & handes were caught in ſuche 
captiuitieas ſhe could neither run awap noꝛ pet di fend her 
ſelfe : knewe none other remedie, hut to pꝛone he had yet 
remaining in him any ariftes ofthe fozmer lone, that fo? þ 
honour therol he might foꝛget his cru. * ſhe 
apd 
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ſ{aydbnto him Amadour if now pou doe accompt me fo2 an * 


enemp, I beſech you fo2 the honeſtie ofthe loue which at o- 2» 
ther times J baue found planted in pour harte, to geue me 
le aue to ſpeake befoze you doe tozinent me. Aud when ſhee 2» 


ſaw him recline his eare, ſhe purſued her talk in this wyſe. 


Alas Amadour, what cauſe haue you to ſeke after þ thing ?? 
wherofpou ſhall recetue no contentation, inflicting vppon ?? 
me ſuch diſpleaſure as there can be no greater? You baue ** 2 


many times pꝛoued my wil and affection in the time of mp ?? 


youthfull dapes, and of mp beautie farre moze excellent“ 
than it is now, at what tyme your paſſion might better be ?? 
bozne with and excuſed, than nowe. In ſuch wyſe as J am * * 


nowe amaſed to ſee that you haue the harte to toꝛment me 


at that age and great debilitie wherewith Jam allected. - 


Jam aſſured that you doubt not but that my wyl and mind 
is ſuch as it was wont to be. Tlherefoze you cannot ob⸗ 
tayne pour demaunde but by foꝛce. And if you ſawe howe ?? 
my face is arrayed, you would fozget the pleaſure whiche ?? 
once you concetued in me,and by no meanes would foxctbly 
appꝛoche nere vnto me. And if there belefte in you pet any 


remnantes of loue, it is impoſſible but that pitie map van ?? 


quiGhe your farie . And to that pitte and honeſtie whereof ' 
once J had experience in you, J do make my plaint, & of * 
ſame J do demaund grace and pardon, to thintent that ac- * 


coding to theffect of pour wonted perſwaſts and good ad · 


uiſe, pou map ſuffer me to liue in þ peace ⁊ᷣ honeſtie, which I 
I baue determined and vowed during life. And if che loue *? 
which you haue bozne me be conuerted into hatred, © that ?? 
moze ka reuengement than affection, you doe purpoſe to, 


make me the moſte vnhappy of the wozld, Jaſſure pou, vou 


{hall not be able to bzyng pour intent to paſſe, belides that * 


you ſhall conſtrayne me againſt my determination, to vt- ? 
ter and reueale pour villany and diſozdinate appetite to- ; 

wardes her, which did repoſe in pou an incredible afftance: I 
»v difcoucring whereof, thinke verelp, that your lyke can- 


not 
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ce not continue without perill.Amadour bzeaking her talke 
ſapde vnto her. If I die koꝛ it, Iwill pꝛeſently be acquieted 
ce of my toꝛment. But the defo2mitie of pour face (whiche Y 
ce thinke was done by you of ſet purpoſe) ſhall not let me to 
cc accompliſhe mp will. Fo2 ſince I can get nothing of you 
cc but the bones and carcaſle , J will holde chem ſo faſt as J 
tc can. And when Florinda ſawe that pzapers, reaſon, no2 
teares could not auaple , but that with crueltic he woulde 
nedes kollowe his villanous deſire, which ſhe had hetherto 
fill auoided by fo2ce of reſiſtance, ſhe did helpe her lelfe ſo 


long, till ſhe feared the loſle of her bzeath , and with a hea⸗ 


up and piteous voice ſhe called her mother lo loude as ſhee 
could crie, who bearing her daughter crieand cal with rus 
full voyce, began greatly to feare the thing that was true. 
A berkoꝛe the ran ſo faſt as ſhe could into the warderobe. 
Amadour not being ſo nere death as he ſaide he was, left 
of his holde in ſuche good time, as the Lady opening her 
cloſet,founde him at the doze , and Florinda farre enough 
© from him. The Counteſle demaunded or him ſaying Ama⸗ 
** dour what is the matter ? Tell me the truthe. Who like 
one that was neuer vn pꝛouided of excuſe, with his face pas 
le and wanne, and his bzeath almoſte ſpent, ſayde vnto her. 
te Alas Madame, in what plight is my Lady Florinda? J 
c was neuer in all my life in that amaſe wherin J am now. 
c F02as Iſapd vnto you , I had thought that 3 bad inioped 
cc part ot her good will, but nowe J know right well that J 
te haue none at all. A thinke Madame, that ſithe the time ſhe 
cc was bought vp with you, ſhee was neuer leſſe wiſe © bers 


cc tuous than ſhee is nowe, but farre moze daungeronus and 


c ſqueimiſhe in ſpeaking and talking then behoueth, and eu? 
ce nowe J would haue loked vpon her, but ſhe would not ſuk⸗ 
ec fer me. And when J viewed her countenaunce, thinking 5 


tc it had bene ſome dꝛeame o2 viſion, Jdeſired to kiſſe her 
ac hande, accoꝛding tothe faſhion of the tountrep, which ſbee 


«« btterly refuſed, True it is Madame, J haue offended we 
wherot. 
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wherok crane pardon ot pon, but it chaunced only foꝛ that „ 
J coke her by the hand, which J did in a maner by fozce, & „ 
kiſſed the lame demaunding of her no other pleaſure. But „, 
ſhe like one(as I (uppoſe)that hath ſwozne my death, made „ 
an outerp fo2 you (as you haue hearde ) foz what cauſe J, 
know not, except that thee were afraide J would haue foz- ,, 
cedſome other thing. Motwithſtanding Bavame,whatſo- „ 
euer the matter be, J pꝛoteſt vnto pon the wzong is mpne, „ 


and albeit that he ought to loue al pour honeſt ſeruaunts, „ 


pet Foztune ſo willeth, as J alone, the moſte affectioned of ,, 
them all, is clerely ext᷑pt out of her fauour. And pet J pur» „ 
poſe ſtill to continue towar des you and her, the ſame man „ 
I came hither , beſeching the continuaunce of pour good 4, 
grace and fauour, ſithens that without deſert J haue loſte „ 
bers. The Counteſſe which partely beleued, and parte lye 
miſtruſted his talke, went vnto her daughter, and demaũ⸗ 
ded wherfoze ſhe cried out ſo loud, Florindaanſwered that 
the was afrapde. And albeit the Counteſſe ſubtilip aſked 
her of many things, vet Florinda would neuer make other 
anſwere, fo2 Þ bauing eſcaped the handes ol her enemp, ſhe 
thought it puniſhement enougb koꝛ bim to loſe his labour. 
After that the Counteſſe had of long tyme cõmuned with 
Amadour, ſhe lefte him pet once againe to enter in talke 
with Florinda befoꝛe her, to ſee what countenaunce ſhee 
would make him. To whom he ſpake fewe woꝛdes except 
they were thankes koꝛ that ſhe had not confeſſed the truthe 

to her mother, pzaying her atleaſt wiſe p ſeing he was diſ⸗ 
poſſeſſed out of her hart, ſhe would ſuffer none other to re⸗ 
ceiue his place. But ſhe anſwering his fozmer talke, ſaide. 
Tf I had had any other meanes to defend my ſelf from pou ,, 
than by crying out,ſhe ſhouldnencr have heard me,and of ,, 
me you ſhall neuer heare wozſe , except pou doe conſtrayne „ 
me as you haue done, and fo2 louing any other man, vou „ 
ſhall not nede to feare. Fo? ſithe J haue not found in your „ 


harte (which Jeſtemed bye moſt vertuous in al the wozld) „ 
the good 
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ce the good ſucceſſe that I deſtrev, J wyll neuer beleue hereak⸗ 
© ter that vertue is planted in any man. And tbis outrage 
** ſhall make me free krom all paſſions that Loue can fozce, 
and in ſaying lo ſhe tooke her leaue. The mother which be⸗ 
belde yer countenaunce, could ſuſpecte nothing, and after 
that tyme, ſhee was perſuaded that her daughter bare na 
mote affectis co Amadour, and thought aſſuredly that ſhe 
was voyde of reaſo, becauſe ſhe hated al choſe things which 
ſhe was wont to loue. And from that time fozch there was 
ſuch warre betwene the mother and the daughter, as the 
motyer fo2 the ſpace of. v. yeares would not. fpeake vnto 
her, except it were in anger Which ſhe did at the requieft of 
Amadour. During which time, Florinda cduerted 5 milli⸗ 
king of her hulband, into mere & conſtant loue, to auopds 
the rigour g cbeckes ok her mother.{Dowbeit,ſeing that no 
thing could pꝛeuaple, ſbe purpoſed to beguile Amadour, 
leauing fo2 a dap 02 two her ſtraunge cofitenance towards 
him, ſhe counſelled Amadour to loue a woman, whiche as 
ſbe ſayd, did commõly diſpute and talke of their loue. This 
Lady dwelt with the Queene of Spaine,$ was called Lo- 
rette, who was very topfull and glad to get ſuch a ſeruant. 
And Florinda founde meanes to cauſe a bꝛute of this ne we 
loue to be ſpꝛed in euery place, and ſpeciallythe Counteſſe 
of Arande( being at the Court) perceiued the ſame, who af 
ter wards was not ſo diſpleaſed with Florinda, as ſhe was 
wont to be. Florinda vpona tyme heard tel that a Captain 
the huſband of Loret, began to be ialous ouer his wife, de⸗ 
termining by ſome meanes oz other, be cared not bobe, to 
kill Amadour , | lorinda notwithſtanding her diſſembled 
countenance, could not ſuffer any hurt to be done to Ama⸗ 
dour, and there foze incontinently gaue him aduertiſem ent 
thereof . But he retourning againe to his fox er follics, 
anſwered, that if it would pleaſe her to inter taigne him e⸗ 
Kery dap thꝛee boures he would neuer ſpeake again to Lo- 


rette, wheteunto by no meanes ſhee would conſent. — 
ma- 
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Amadour ſaidevnto her, if pou will not haue me to line, „ 


wherekoze go ye about to defend me from death? except pe, 
purpole to toʒment me aliue with greater extremitie then „ 
a thouſand deathes can do. But fo2 ſo much as death doth „ 
flie from me, I will neuer leaue to ſeeke him out, by whoſe ,, 
appꝛoche only F ſhall haue reſt.IUAhileſt tbey were in theſe ,, 
tearmes, newes came that the kyng of Granado was as 
bout toenter into great warres againſt the king of Spain: 
in ſuche wyſe as the king ſent againſt hym the Pꝛince his 
lonne, and with hymthe Conſtable of Caſtile, and $ Duke 

of Albe, twoo auncient and ſage Lozdes. The Duke of 
Cardonne and the Counte of Arande not willing to tarie 
behinde,beſoughtthe kyng to geue eyther ok thẽ a charge. 
biche hee did accoꝛzding to the dignitie of their houſes, 
appointing Amadour to be their guide. MAho during that 
watre, did ſutche baliannt factes as they ſeemed rather to 

be deſperatly than hardily enterpꝛyſed. And to come to the 
effect of this diſcourſe, bis great valiaunce was tryed euen 

to the death. Foz the Boozes making a bzagge as though 
they would geue battayle, when they ſawe the army of the 
Chziſtians, counter faited a retire, whome the Spaniardes 
purſued, but the olde Conſtable and the Duke ok Albe 
doubting their pollicie, ſtoode ſtill, againſt the will of the 
Bꝛince of Spaine, not ſuffering him to paſſe ouer the Ry⸗ 
uer, but the Counte of Arandex the Duke of Cardonne, 
(although thep were cofitremanded)did followe the chaſe, 
and when the Mooꝛes lawe that they were purſued with ſo 
ſmall a number, they returned, and at one recountrie kyl⸗ 

led the Duke of Cardonne; and the Counte of Arande, 
was ſo ſoze hurte as hee was lefte fo2 dead in the place. 
Amadour arriuing vpon this ouerthzowe, inuaded the 
batcaple of the Boozes,with lutche rage and furie, as hee 
reſcued the twoo bodpes of the Duke and Countie, and 
tauſed them to be conueped to the Bꝛinces campe, whoſo 


lamented their chaunce; as if erde bene his owne bꝛe⸗ 
thzen. 
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then. But in ſearching their woundes, the Cauntie of A. 
rande was founde to be altue , c was lent home to his own 
houſe in a horſelitter, where ot long time be was licke, and 
likewiſe was conueied to Cardonne the dead bodie of the 
vong Duke, Amadour in reſcuing thoſe two bodies,tooke 
ſo little heede to him ſelfe, as he was incloſed with a great 
number of the Moozes , c becauſe he would bee no moze ta« 
ken, as well to verifie his faith towardes God, as alſo his 
vowe made to bis Lady, ę alſo conſidering that if he were 
pꝛyſoner to the kyng of Granado, either hee ſhould cruelly 
be put to death, oz els foꝛced to renounce his faith, he deter 
mined not to make his death oz taking, gloꝛious to his ene 
mies. Uherefoꝛe kiſſing the croſſe ot his ſwoꝛde, and ren⸗ 
dꝛing bis body and ſoul.” o the handes of almighty God, he 
ſtabbed himſelfe into the body with ſutche a blow, as there 
neded no fecond wound to rid him ofhis life. In this ſoꝛtt 
died pooꝛe Amadour, ſo muche lamented as his vertues 
did deſerue» The newes hereof was bzuted chzoughoue 
Spaine,and came to Florinda who tht was at Barſelone, 
where her huſbande in his life tyme oꝛdeined the place of 
bis buriall , And after ſhee had done his honourable obſe⸗ 
quies, without making her own mother, oz mother in law 
pꝛiuie, ſhe ſurrendzed her ſelfe into the monaſterie of Teſus, 
there to line a religious life, receiuing him koꝛ her huſbgp 
and friende, whiche had deliuered her from the vehement 
loue of Amadour, and from a diſpleaſaunt life ſo great and 
vnquiet as was the company of her huſband, In this wiſe 

ſbe conuerted all her affections, to pietie and the 

perſit loue of God, who after ſhe had long time 
lined a religious life, thee pelded vp her 
ſoule in ſuch ioye as the Bzidegrom 
doth when he goeth to bi⸗ 
lite his ſpowes, 
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T The incontinencie of a Duke and of his impudencie 
to attaine his purpoſe, vvith the iuſt puniſhement vyhich 
he receiued for the ſame. 


The Lny.Nonell, 


M N the Citie of Florence (the chiefeſt of 
all Thuſcane) there was a Duke that 
SES maried þ Lady Margaret the baſtarde 
daughter of the Emperour Charles the 
I ſift. And bicauſe ſhee was very young, it 
was not lawfulifo2 him to lye with her, 
but taryng till ſhe was ok riper peres, he 
interteigned and vſed her like a noble gentlemã. And who 
to ſpare his wife, was amoꝛous ok certaine other Gentle⸗ 
women ok the citie. Amonges whom he was in loue, with 
a very fapꝛe and wyſe Gentlewoman, that was ſiſter to a 
Gentleman, a ſeruaunt of his, whome the Duke loued ſo 
well as himſelfe, to whome he gaue lo muche authozitie in 
his houſe, as his woꝛd was lo wel obeied and feared as the 
Dukes him ſelf, and there was no ſecrete thing in the Du⸗ 
kes minde, but he declared the ſame vnto him, who might 
fal vel haue bene called a ſecond himſelf, The Duke ſeing 
his ſiſter to be a woman ok great honeſtie, had no wayes o2 
imeanes to vtter vntoher the loue that he bare her (after he 
had inuented all occaſiõs poſſible)at length he came to this 
Gentleman which heloned ſo well, and lald vnto him. Mp ,, 
feiend, ik there were any thing in all the wozld, wherein J ,, 
were able to pleaſure thee, and woulde not doe it at thy re⸗ ,, 
queſt, I ſhould be afraid to ſay my fantaſie, and much aſha⸗ „ 
med to craue pour help and aſſiſtance. But the loue is ſuch „ 
which J bare thee, as it I had a wife, mother, oz daughter, ,, 
that were able to ſane thy life, 4 would rather implop the, „ 
than to ſuffer thee to die in toꝛment. And ik thou doe beare „ 
anto me that aflectiõ which am thy Maiſter, thinke wt as 
if dat 
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cc that I doe beare vnto thee the like. TAherefoze J will diff 
ce cloſe vnto thee ſuche aſecrete and pꝛiuie matter, as the ſi 
cc lence thereof hath bꝛougbt me into ſutche plight as thou 
cc ſeeſt, whereof J doe loke fo2 none amendemẽt but by death 
cc 0} by the ſeruice whiche thou maieſt doe me, in a certapne 
ce matter which J purpoſe to tell thee. The Gentleman hea⸗ 
lng the reaſons ok his maiſter, and ſeing his face not fap- 
ned, but all belpzent with teares, tooke great compaſſion 
ec vpon him and layd. My Lozde J am pour humble ſeruaũt. 
ce All the gaodes and wozſhip that J baue doth come from 
cc you . You map ſape vnto me as to your moſte appzoued 
ce frende. Aſſure pour ſellł, that all which reſteth in my power 
ce and abilitie, is already at your commaundement. Then the 
Duke began to tell bim ok the loue that bee bare bnto his 
ſiker, which was ok ſutche koꝛce, as ik by bis meanes he did 
not eniope her, his life could not long cõtinue. Foz he (aide, 
that he knew right well þ increatie & pzelentcs were with 
her of no regard.CQherfoze he pꝛaied him, that ik he loued 
bis lie, ſo well as he hid his, to ſinde meanes foz him to re⸗ 
cetue that benefite , which without him he was in deſpaire 
neuer to recouer. The bꝛother which loued his liſker # hos 
no2 of his kindꝛed, moꝛe than the Dukes pleaſure, made a 
certain reuerence vnto him. bũbly beſeching him to vle his 
trauaill & pain in all other cauſes ſauing in that, bicauſe it 
was a ſute ſo ſlaũderous & infamous, as it would purchaſe 
diſhonoz to his whole familie, adding further, that neither 
bis hart no2 bis honoꝛ could ſerue him, to conſent to do that 
ſeruice. The Duke inflamed wich vnſpeake able kurie, put 
his finger betwene his teete, biuing of the nayle, ſaid vnta 
et him in great rage. Mell then ſithe J finde in thee no frende 
ce ſhip, I know what J haue to doe. The Gentlemã knowing 
cc the crueltie of his Maiſter, being ſoꝛe akraide, replied. By 
ce Loꝛde, foꝛ ſo much as your deſire is vehement and earneſt, 
4A will ſpeake bnto her and bzpnge you aunſwere ok her 
ce mynde , And as he was departing , the Duke ſapde onto 


bim. 
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bym. See that thou tender my life as thou wylt that J, 
ſball doe thyne. The Gentleman vuderſtanding well what 55 
that wooꝛde did meane, abſented him ſelfe a day o2 twapne 
to aduiſe what were belt to be done. And amonges diuers 
bis cogitations, there came to his remembꝛaunce the boũ⸗ 
den dutie which he dyd owe to his Paiſter, and the goodes 
and honours whiche he had receyued at his handes, on the 
other ſyde, bee conſidered the honour ok his bouſe, the good 
life and chaſtitie of his ſpſter,who(he knewe well) woulde 
neuer conſent to that wickedneſſe, ik by ſubtiltie ſhee were 
not ſurpziled,o2 otherwpſe fozced,and that it were a thing 
verp ſtraunge and rare, that he ſhould goe about to defame 
bym ſelke and the whole ſtocke of his pꝛogenie. TUAheres 
foze hee concluded, that better it were foz hym to die, than 
to commit a miſchief ſo great vnto bis liſker, whiche was 
one ol the honeſteſt women in all Italie, Und therewithall 
conſidered how he might deliuer his countrie from ſutch a 
Tpꝛant, which by foꝛce would blemiſhe and ſpot the whole 
race ofhis auncient ſtock & familie. Foꝛ he knew right wel 
that except the Duke were taken away,the liſe of him and 
his affinitie could not be in ſecuritie and ſakegarde.TU hers 
foze without motion made to his ſiſter of that matter, bee 
deuiſed how to ſaue his life & the repzoche that ſhould fol» 
low vpon the ſecond daye. De came vatothe Duke, e tolde 
bym in what ſozte he had pꝛactiſed with his ſiſter, and that 
altbougb the fame in the beginning was harde and diffi⸗ 
cul,yet in the ende he made ber to conſent, vpon condicion 
that hee would keepe the ſame ſo ſecrete as none but hym⸗ 
ſelfe and he myght knowe of it. The Duke deſirous and 
glad of thoſe newes, dpd ſone beleue hym, and imbjacing 
the meſſayger,p2omiſed to geue him whatſocuer he would 
demaunde, pzaying hym with al ſpeede that hee might in⸗ 
ioye his deſyꝛed purpoſe. TUhereupon thep appointed 
a tyme. And to demaunde whether the Duke were glad 
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And whenthe deſired night was come, wherin he hoped to 
haue the victozie ofher whom he thought inuincible,he and 
the Gentleman alone w ithdzewe themlelues together, not 
forgetting his perfumed coifand lwete ſhirte wzought and 
trimmed after the beſt maner . And when eche wight was 
gone to bed, both theprepayzed to the appointed lodging 
ok his Loy, where being arriued they kounde a chamber in 
decent and comly oꝛder. The Gentleman taking of the 
Dukes night gowne , placed hym in the bedde, and ſapde 
cc vnto hym. My Loꝛde, I wil nowe goe leeke her, which can 
cc not enter into this chamber without bluſhing, bowebeit J 
ce truſte befoze to moꝛrowe moꝛning ſhe wpll be very glad ot 
« pou. Ahich done. he left the Ouke, and went into his own 
chamber, where he kounde one of his ſeruauntes alone; to 
whome he ſaͤyde. aſt thou the harte to followe me into a 
place where J ſhall be reuenged vpon the greateſtenemie 
that I hate in the wozlde ? Yea fir aunſwered his man. 
Whereupon the Gentleman toke him with him ſo ſodain⸗ 
lv, as he had no leaſure to arme him ſelfe with other wea⸗ 
pon but with his onely dagger And when the Duke heard 
him come againe, thinking he had bzought her with hum 
that he loued lo derelp, hee dꝛewe the curteine, and opened 
bis eyes to behold & receiue that iope which he had ſo long 
loked foꝛ, but in place of ſeing her which he hoped ſhould be 
the conſer nation of his life, he ſawe thr acceleration of his 
death, which was a naked lwoꝛde that the Gentleman had 
drꝛawen, who therwithall did ſtrike the Ouke, which was 
in his ſhirte voyde ok weapon, although well armed with 
courage, and litting vp in his bedde, graſped the Gentle⸗ 
man about the body, and lapde. Is this thy pzomiſe whiche 
thou haſt kept: And ſeeing that hee had no other weapon 
but his teeth + naples, he bitte the Gentlemã in the arme, 
and by fozce of his owne ſtrengthe he lo defended himſelfe, 
as they bothe fell downe into the flower. The Gentle» 
man fearing the matche , called koꝛ hys manne, Who fine 
ding 
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ding the Duke and his maiſter faſt together, that he wyſt 
not whether to take, he dꝛewe them doth by the feete into ỹ 
middeſt of the chamber, and with his dagger aſſayde to cut 
the Dukes thꝛote. The Duke who dekended himſelfe, till 
ſuche time as the loſſe of his bloud made him ſo weake and 
feeble that he was not able to coutende any longer. Then 
tbe Gentleman and his man laide him againe into his bed, 
where they accompliſhed the effectof that murther. After» 
wardes dzawing the curteine , they departed and locked ỹ 
dead body in the chamber. And when he (awe that he bad 
gottẽ the victozie of his enemy,by whoſe death he thought 
to ſet at libertie the common wealth, he ſuppoſed his facte 
to be vnperfect if he did not the like to fine oz ſire of them 
which were nereſt tothe Duke, a beſt beloued of him, And 
to attaine the perfection ofthat enter pꝛyſe, he bad his man 
to doe the like vnto them one after another , that hee had 
done to the Duke. But the ſeruaunt being nothing hardie 
02 toragious, ſaid vnto his maiſter. Me thinke fir that fo2 45 
this time ye haue done enougb, and that it were better foz ,, 
vou now to deniſe wape howe to laue pour owne life, than „ 
to ſeeke meanes to murder any moe. Foꝛ if we do conſume 4 
fo long ſpace of time to kill euer ofthem, as we haue done „ 
in murdering ok the Duke, the dap light will diſcouer our „ 
enterpꝛiſe befoze we haue made an ende, pea although wee „ 
finde them naked without defence. The gentlema whole „ 
euill conſctence made him kearkull, did beleue his ſeruaunt, 
and taking him alone with him, wee to the biſhop that had 
in charge the gates ofthe citie,and the ble of the Poſtes, ta 
whom he layd. This euening (mp Loꝛd) newes tame vnto 
me that mine owne bꝛother lieth at the point of death, and 
crauing licence of the Duke to goe ſe him he hath giuẽ me 
leaue. Wherefore I beſeche pou commaunde the Poſtes ta 
deliuer me two good hozſe , and that pou will ſende woꝛde 
to the poꝛter p the gates map be opened. The biſhop which 
eſtemed no leſſe his requeſt than the cõmaundement of the 
It ili. Duhs 
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Duke his malſter, incontinently gaue him a billet, by ber⸗ 
tues wherof both the gates were opened, the hoꝛſe made 
ready accoꝛding to his demaunde. And vnder colour end 
pꝛetence of viſiting bis bzother , he rode to Venice, where 
after he had cured himſelfe of the Onkes bitinges faſtenev 
in his fleſhe, he trauailed int Turkey. In the mozning the 
Dukes leruauntes ſeing the time ſo late befoze their mai⸗ 
ſter retourned, ſuſpected that he was gone fo2th in viliting 
of ſome Ladye, but when they ſawe he taried ſo long, they 
began to ſeke fo2 him in euery place. The pooze Ducheſſe 
into whole harte the loue of her hulbande, ſtrong ly did in⸗ 
uade vnderſtanding that he could not be founde, was very 
penſife and ſoꝛowfull. But when the Gentleman which be 
ſo dearely loued, was not likewyſe ſeene abz2ade , ſearche 
was made in his chamber, where finding bloud at the chã · 
ber doꝛe.they entred in, but no man was there to tell them 
any newes, and following the tract of the bloud, the pooze 
ſeruauntes of the Duke went to the chamber doze, where 
he was, which doꝛe they found faſt locked, who tncontin?t- 
ly bzake op? the ſame. And ſeing the place all bloudp, dꝛe w 
the curte ine, and found the wꝛetched carcaſle of the Duke 
lying in che bedde,fleeping his endleſle ſlee pe. The ſozrow 
and lamentation made by the Dukes ſeruauntes, carping 
the dead bodye into his palace, is ealte to bee coniectured. 
Wherof when the Biſhop was aduertiſed, he repaired the⸗ 
tber, and tolde hom the Gentleman was gone awape in the 
night in great haſte , under pꝛetence to goe to ſee his bꝛo⸗ 
ther. Wlhereupon it was euidently knowen that it was he 
that had committed the murder. And it was pꝛoued that 
bis pooze ſiſter was neuer p2iute to p facte, who although 
ſhe was aſtonned with the ſodaynes of 5 dee de, pet her loue 
cowardes her brother was karre moze tucreaſed, bicauſe he 
had delivered her from a Bꝛince ſo cruell, the enem ot her 
boneſtie. Foꝛ doing whereok he did not ſticke to hazard his 
owne life CAhereupon Ge perſeuered moze and moze in 
vertue, 
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dertue, and although ſhe was pooꝛe, by reaſon her houſs 
was conſiſcate, pet both ber ſiſter and ſhee matched with ſo 
honeſt and riche huſbandes as were to be founde in Italic: 
and aftetwardes they bothe liued in good and great repu⸗ 
tation. 


¶ One of the Frenche kinges called Frauncis the firſte of 
that name, declared his gentle nature to Counte Guillau- 
me, that vvould haue killed him. 
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N Digeon a town of Burgundie, there 
came to the ſeruice of king Franncis; 
A ren was father to Henry the ſecond 
SE}; I] ofchacname,whicbe Denry was kylled 1 
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at the Tilt,and Graundfather to Char» * 
les the.ix.that now raigneth in Fraũce) 27 
an Earle of Allemaigne called Guillaume; ofthe houſe ok 1 
Saxon, whereunto the houſe of Sauoie is ſo greatly allied, We 1-7 
as in old time, they were but one: This Counte foz ſo much 1208 
as he was eſtemed to be ſo comely and hardy a Gentleman 
as any was in Almaigne, was in ſutche good fauour with 
the king, as he cooke| bim not onely into ſerntce; but bſed 
bim ſo nere his per ſone, as he made him ok his pꝛiuy cham⸗; 
ber. Upon a dap the Gouernour of Burgundle, che Lozde 
Trimouille(an auncient knight and lopall ſeruaunt of the 
kyng) like one luſpictous and fearfull of the euill and hure 
of his Maiſter, had daylie eſpies oucr his enemies, bling 
bis affaires ſo wyſely, as very fewe thinges were conceas 


led from hym. 
Fi iii. Among 
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Among other aduertiſementes , one of his kriendes wꝛote 
vnto him that the Counte Guillaume had receined certain 
ſommes of money, with pꝛomiſe of moze, if by any meanes 
he could deuiſe which waye to kill che king. The Loꝛde of 
Trimouilehearing of this, failed not to come to the kyng 
to giue him knowledge thereof,and diſcloſed it lykewyſe to 
Padame Loyſe of Sauoye his mother, who fozgetting her 
amitie and a liaunce with the Almaigne Earle, beſought 
the king koꝛthwith to put hym awaye , The kyng pꝛayed 
his mother to ſpeake no moꝛe thereof, and ſayde, that ic 
was impoſſible that ſo honeſt a Gentleman would attTpt 
to doe a deede ſo wicked, Within a while after,there came 
other newes of that matter,confirming the firſt, hereof 
the Gouernour fo2 the intire loue he hare to his Maiſter, 
crauedliceceeither to expel him the countrie,o2 to put him 
in warde. But the king gaue ſpeciall commanndemftc that 
be ſhould not make any ſemblaunce of diſpleaſure, foz that 
hee pur poſed by ſome other meanes to knowe the truthe. 
Upon a time when he went a hunting, he girded about him 
the beſt lwoꝛde that bee had, to ſerue fo2 all armes and al⸗ 
ſapes, and toke with hym the Counte Guillaume, whome 
be commaunded ta wayte vpon him, the firſte and chiefeſt 
next his owne perſone, And akter he had followed the hart 
a certapue tyme, che kyng ſeing that hi traynes was karre 
from hym, and no man neare him lauing the Counte, tour⸗ 
ned hym ſelke rounde about. And when hee ſawe that hee 
was alone, in the mydde ok the Fozeſt, hee dꝛewe out his 
ſwoꝛde, ⁊ ſayd to the Counte. Pow ſape pou(Sir Counte) | 
is not this a fayze and good ſwoozde. The Counte fe» | 
ling it at the point, and well viewpng the ſame, aunſwered 
ce thatheneucrſawe a better in all his life. You haue reaſon 
| 


cc ſapde the kyng. And J beleue that ifa Gentleman were 
cc determined to kyll mee, and did knowe the fozce of myne 
4 ce armes, and the goodneſſe of myne harte accompanied with t 
LY cc thisſwozd, he would bee twyle well aduiled befozc hee ats b 
4 tempted 
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tempted that enterpꝛiſe. Notwithſtãding J would accopt ,, 
him but a cowarde, wee being alone withoute witnelles,if ,, 
be did not attempt that, which he were diſpoled to do. The ,, 
Counte Guillaume with baſhfull and aſtonned counte- ,, 
naunce aunſweared. Sir, the wickedneſſe of che enterpziſe ,, 
were very great, but the folly in theexecutto,were no leſſe. , 
The king with thoſe woꝛdes fell in a laughter, and put the 
ſwozd in the ſkaberd agatne, Aud hearing that the chaſe 
dꝛewe nere him, he made to the ſame ſo faſte as he coulde. 
hen be was come thether,he ſaid nothing of chat which 
had paſſed betweene theim, and verelye thoughte that the 
Coũte Guillaume althougb that be was a ſtrong x ſkoute 
gentleman, pet he was no man to do ſogreat an enterpꝛiſe. 
But the Counte Guillaume, fearing to be bewꝛaped oꝛ ſus 
ſpected ofthe katt, next day mozning repayꝛed to Robertet 
the Becretarie ofthe kinges reuenues, and ſaide that hee 
bad well wayed the giftes and annuities which the kinge 
would giue him to tarrie, but he perceiued that they were 
not ſufficient to interteigne him fo halfe a peare, and that 
if it pleaſed not the king to double the ſame , hee ſhould be 
foxced to departe, pꝛaping the ſayde Robertet to know his 
graces pleaſure ſo ſone as hecoulde, who ſapd vnto him, p 
be himſelfe could without farther commiſſion dilburſſe no 
moꝛe vnto him but gladly without further delay he would 
repaire to the king, UWIhtich be did mote willingly, becauſe 
he had ſeene the aduertiſemẽts of the Gonerno? afozeſatd, 
And ſo ſone as the kinge was awake, he declared the mate 
fer vnto him in the pꝛeſence of Monſier 1runouille and 
Mon ſier Bouinet Loꝛd Admirall, who were vtterly igno- 
rant of that which the king had done. To whom the kinge 
ſaid, Loe, ye haue bene miſcontented fo? that J would not 
put away þ Counte Guillaume, but now pe ſee he putteth 7» 
away himſelfe. Ayerefoze Robertet (ꝙ the king) tell him, 22 
that ik be be not content with the ſtate which be receiued at 3 
bis ſirſt eutrie into my leruice, whereof manp WW 
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ce of good houſes would thinke thẽſelues bappie, it is meete 
ce that he leeke bis better foztune,and tell him that J would 
© he lothe to hinder him, but wilbe very well contented, chat 
< he ſeeke where he map line better, accoꝛdingly as be deſer⸗ 
cc njetb. Robertet was ſo diligent to beate this aunſweart to 
the Counte, as he was to pꝛeſent his ſute to the kinge. The 
Coũte ſaid that with his licence he would gladly go foꝛth⸗ 
with. And as one whom feare fozced to deyart, be was not 
able to beare his abode 24. houres. And as the king was 
ſitting downe to dinner, kapuing to be ſo2ye fo2 his depar⸗; 
ture. but that neceſſitie compelled him to loſe his pꝛeſence, 
hee toke his leaue. Me went like wiſe to take leaue of the 
kings mother, which ſhe gaue him with ſo great iop, as ſhe 
did receiue him, being her nere kinſman and freind. Then 
be went into his Countrie. And the king ſeing his mother 
and ſeruaunts aſtonned at that bis ſodaine departure, 
declared vnto them the Al Arme, wbich be bad giuen 
him, ſaping that although he was innocent of the 


matter ſuſpected,ſoe was his feare greate p- 
noughe,to departe from a maiſter wyth 
whole condictons hitherto he was 
not acquainted. 


¶ A pleaſaunt diſcours of a great Lord tocnioya Gentle. 
woman of Pampelunæ. 


The Ln, Nozell. 


Deere was in the time of king Lewes 5 
Prof chat name, a yg Lozd, called the 
%. 79. E of Auannes ſonne to the Loꝛde 


KAlebret, and bꝛother to king John of 
8 [Nauarre, with whom the ſaid Lozd of 
e=—=FAuannes 02dinarely remapned. Now 
— = his pong Lode was of the age of xv. 
yeares, ſo comely a perſonage , & full ofcurteſie and good 
behaufour,as hee ſeemed to be created fo2 none ocher pur⸗ 
poſe, but to be beloued & regarded. And ſo he was in deede 
of al thoſe þ did wel behold c note his comendable grace & 
condicion, but chiefly of a woman, dwelling in the citie of 
Pampelunz in Nauarre, the wife of a rich mi, with whonr 
ſhe liued honeſtly: although ſhe was but 23.yeres of age 
ther huſhand very nere ſiftie, vet her behauioꝛ was ſo mo⸗ 
deſt, as ſhe ſeemed rather a widow thã a maried wyke, wbo 
bſed not to frequent haunte any mariages, banquets, oꝛ 
comon aſſemblies wout the company ok her huſbande , the 
bertue and goodnes of who lhe lo greatlyeſteemed,as ſhe 
preferred the ſame befoze the beautie of al others. The hul⸗ 
band, hauing experience of her wiledome, put ſuch truſt in 
her, as he comitted al thaffaires of his houſe to her diſcre- 
tion Upon a dap this rich man w bis wife, were inuited to 
a mariage of one that was nere kinne vnto him. To which 
place(foꝛ the greater bonoꝛ of thelmartage)repaired þ ybg 
Loꝛd of Auannes, who naturally was giuen to daucing # 
foꝛ his excellencie in daũcing, there was not his like to be 
foftd in his time. After dinner wh? they pꝛepared to daũce, 


the Loꝛd of Auannes was intreated thereunto by the rich 
ma. The (aid Lozd aſked hin with what gentlewomã hee 
{ould lead the daunce. Pee 
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te Heaunſweared him: My Lozd if there were any one moze 
cc yeautifull, oꝛ moꝛe at my commaundement then my wpfe, 
J would pꝛeſent her vnto pou, beleeching you to do mee ſo 
cc much honour as to take her by the bande: which the pong 
Lo2de did, and by reaſon of his youthfull courage he coke 
moze pleaſure in baultinge and dauncinge, then in behol⸗ 
ding the beautie of the Ladies. And ſhe whom he ledde 
by the hand, cotrarywyſe regarded moze the grace g beau⸗ 
tie ofthe ſaid pong Lozd,thenthe daunce wherin ſhe was, 
albeit fo2 her great wiſedome ſhe made therof no ſemblice 

at al. QAhen Supper time was come, the Loꝛd of Auans 
nes badde the companie farewell and went home tothe ca⸗ 
ſtle: whether the riche man accompanied him vppon his 
moile. And riding homewards togethers , hee (aide vnto 
«: him : Py Loꝛd this day pou hane done ſo great hono} vn⸗ 
ce to my kinſemen and mee, that it were great ingratitude if 
ce I ſhould not offer my ſelfe with all the goods J haue to do 
ce pou ſeruite I knowe ſir that ſuch Lezdes as you be which 
ec haue nere and couetous-fathers:many times do lacke mo⸗ 
ce nep which we by keeping of ſmal houſhold, and vling good 
«c. buſbandꝛſie do heape and gather together. Now thus it 
ce is ſir that God hauing giuen mee a wpfe accoꝛdinge to my 
cc deſire he would not in this woꝛld altogether indue mee w 
c beautlp pleaſures, but hath left me voyde of one toy which 
cis the ioye that fathers bane of childꝛen. J know ſir that it 
cc is not my dutie, and belõgeth not to my ſtate to adopt pou 
cc fo} ſuch a one, but if it mape pleaſe yon to receive mee fo2 
4c Pour ſeruaunt, and to declare vnto me your ſmall affaires. 
cc ſo farre as a hundꝛed thouſande Crownes ſhall extende, J 
sc will not ſticke to helpe pour neceſſities, The pong Lozde 
of Auannes was very iopfull of this offer, foꝛ he had ſuche 

a father as the other had deſcribed vnto him. And after he 
bad giuen him bartie thanckes,he called him his frendlye 
father. From that time foꝛth the ſayd riche man concei⸗ 
ned ſuch loue in the poug Loꝛd, as daily he ceaſed not to iu⸗ 
quire 
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quire of his lacke and want, and hid not from his wyfe the 
deuocion which he bare to the ſaid Lozde of Auannes, foꝛ 
which the rendꝛed vnto bim double thanckes. And akter 
that time the ſaid pong Loꝛd lacked not what be deſired:s 
many times reſoꝛted to that rich mans to dꝛincke and cate 
with bim, and ünding him not at home, his wyfe rewarded 
him with his demaunde: whoe admoniſhed her by wyſe & 
diſcrete talke to be vertuous, becauſe he feared and loued Br 
her aboue all the women of the wozlde . She which had * 
God and her hono? bekoze her eyes, was contente with his 1 
ſigbt + talke,wherin conſiſted the ſatiſfaction of bis hone« of 
tie vertuous loue. In ſuch wiſe as ſhe neuer made any 
ſigne oz ſemblaunce, wherby he might thinke and iudge þ 
ſee had anye affection vnto him, but that which was both 
bꝛotherlie and Chꝛiſtian. During this couerte amitie, the 
Loꝛd ot Auannes thꝛough the fozeſaid apde, was bery goꝛ⸗ 
gious and trimme, and appꝛoching the age of xvii peares, 
began to frequent the company of Gentlewomen moꝛethẽ 


he was wont to do: # although he had a moze willing de- 8 
ſire, to loue that wyſe and dilcrete dame aboue other, Pet 1 
the feare which be had to loſe her loue (if ſhee milliked his * 
ſute) made him to hold his peace, æ to ſeeke els wher. And 1 
gaue himſelf to the loue of a gentlewoman dwelling hard 7 BF 
by Pampclunz, which had to huſband a pong gentleman, 6 


that aboue all thinges loued g delighted in dogges, boꝛſle, 
and hawkes. This noble gentleman begã (koꝛ her ſake) to 
deuiſe a Thouſand paſtimes, as Tozuepes, running at the 
Tilt, Pömeries, Palkes, keaſtes and other games, at all 
which this yong dame was pꝛeſent: but becauſe that her 
hulband was very fantaſticall, æ ſaw his wyke to be faire x 
wanton, hee was talous of her honour, and kepte her in ſa 
ſtraite, as the ſayde Loꝛd of Auannes colde get nothing at 
her hands but woꝛds, ſhoztly ſpoken, in ſome daunce, albe⸗ 
it in licle time and leſſe ſpeache, the ſayd Loꝛde perceyued 


that there wauted nothing fo2 fail perfection of their loue, 
but 
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Ofa Gentlewoman 


but time and place. WWherfoze he came to his new adopted 
father the rich man, and laid vnto him that he was mindey 
with great deuocion to viſite our Lady of Montferrar,ins 
treating bim to ſuffer bis houſhoulde traine to remaine w 
him, becauſe he was diſpoſed to go thither alone.TUhere« 
vnto he willigly agreed. But his wyfe whoſe hart p great 
pꝛophet Loue, had inſpired, incontinently ſuſpected pᷣ true 
cauſe of that voyage, aud cold not fozbeare to {ape vnto the 

& L od of Auannes theſe woozds. My Loꝛd, my Lozde, the 
ce pilgrimage of the Lady whom you wozſhippe,ts not karre 
5 without the walles ok the Citie, wherefoze J beſeech port 
8 a houe all thinges to haue regarde vnto pour health. Pee 
which feared her, and loucd her, bluſhed at her wozds, and 
without talke by his countenaunce he ſeemde to confeſle þ 
trothe. Whereupon he departed:and when he had bought 

a couple of faire Genets of Spaine he clothed himlelf like 

a hozſeketper & ſo diſguiſed his face as no man knew bim. 
The gentleman which had marted that fonde and wanton 
gentlewoman, louinge aboue all thinges (as is ſapde 
befoze) fayze horſes, eſpyed thoſe two Genets which the 

L o2d of Auannes did lead, and incontinently came to buy 
them. And akter be bad bought them, bee beheld the hozſe⸗ 
keeper which rode and handled them paſſing well, & aſked 
him ifhe were willing to ſerue him. The Lozd of Auannes 
anſweared yea, added further how he was a pooze hozſes 
keeper vnſkilfull of other ſcience but of keepinge of hozſe, 
which pꝛactize bee could do ſo well, as he doubted not but 

he ſhould content and pleaſe him, The gentlemã very glad 
thereof, gaue him charge of all his bozſe, and called fozth 
his wyfe vnto him, vnto whom he recommended his hozſe 
and hozſekeper, and told her that he himſelf was diſpoſed 

to go to the caſtel. The gentlewoman ſo well to pleaſe her 
huſ band as fo2 her owne delight, & paſtime, wente to loke 
vpon her hozſe 8 to behold her new bozſkeper, who ſecmed 

to be a man of good bzinging vp, notwſtanving ſhe knewe 
him not. Me ſeing p ſhe had no knowledge of him, came to 


doe res 
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do reuerence bato her after the maner ofSpaine,#takinge 
ber by the hand kiſſed the ſame, and by kiſſing ok her band, 
he diſcloſed himſelf ſo much as the knew him. Foꝛ in daũ⸗ 
ting w her many times he vſed the like curteſie. And then 
the cealed not to deuiſe place wher ſhe might ſpeake to him 
a part. Which ſhe did þ very ſame euening. Foꝛ being bid⸗ 
den to a keaſt wherunto her huſband would faine haue had 
her to go, he fapned herlelfe to be licke 4 not able And her 


buſvand loth to faile his frends requeſt, ſaid vnto her. Foz 55 
ſo much mp good wpke ) as pou be not diſpoſed to go b me, 5 
IJ pꝛap pou to haue regard to mp dogges #hozſe that they »» 


may lack nothing. The gentle woman was very wel contẽ⸗ 
ted w that comiſſion: howbeit wout chaung of cofitenance 
ſhe made him anſwere p lith in better things he would not 
imploteher,ſhe would not refuſe the leaſt, to ſatiſſie his de⸗ 
fire. And her huſbad was no ſoner out ofthe gates, but ſhe 
went dawne into the ſtable , where the founde faulte wyth 
diuers things: fo: pꝛouiſion whereof ſhe cõmitted ſuch ſe» 
ueral buſines to her mea on euerp (t7e,p (hee remapned as 
lone wthe maſter hoꝛſkeper. And foꝛ feare leaſt any ſhould 
come vpon them bnwares, ſhe laid vnio him. Go into mp 


garden tarie my tõming in the litle houſe at the ende of þ ** 


alley, which he did ſo diligently as hee had no leaſure to 
thancke her, a after p ſhe bad giuen oꝛder to the peomen of 
the ſtable, ſhee went to ſee the dogges, counterkaiting like 
care diligẽce to haue them wel intreated: in ſuch wiſe as 
ſhe ſeemed rather a mapde of the chãber, then a maiſtreſſe 
of the houſe, Mhich done ſhee returned into her chamber, 
where ſhe made herſelfe to be ſo werte,as ſhe went to bed, 
ſaying þ ſhe was diſpoſed to fleepe, All her women left her 
alone except one in who ſhe repoſed her greateſt cruſt, and 


vnto whom the laid. Go downe into the Garden, and cauſe ,, 
bim whom pou ſhall finde at the ende ok the alley, to come 
bither . The mayde wente downe and founde the Paiſter „ 


bozſkeeper there, whom kozthwith ſhee bzought vnto her 
mailtreſle, 


= 
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mailtreſſe , And then the gentle woman cauſed her maydta 
go foꝛth to watch when ber huſbaude came home. The 
Loꝛd of Auannes ſeing þ he was alone with his maiſtres, 
put of his hozſekeepers apparel, plucked from his face his 
kalle noſe and beard, and not as a feareful hozlekeeper, but 
i like ſuch a Loꝛdas he was without aſking leaue ofthe gẽ⸗ 
. tlewoman, boldly lated him downe beſide her: where hee 
was of that fooliſhe woman recelued lo iopfully, as his e⸗ 
fate and goodly per ſonage did requite, cõtinuing with her 
vntil the rctozne of her huſband. At whoſe comming put⸗ 
ting vpon him agatne his counterkaite attire,left the pleas 
ſure which by policie and malice he had v{urped. The gens 
tleman when hee was within, hearde tell of the dilligence 
which his wife had vſed bppon his commaundemente, and 
«c thanked her very hartelie. Duſband (ſaid the Gentlewo⸗ 
g man) J do but my dutie, and do aſſure you that if there be 
gc no oucrſcer to checke and commaunde your negligent [ers 
cc Uaunts,you ſhal baue nepther dogge no? hozſe well kept e 
c oꝛdꝛed: but fozaſmnche as J knowe their ſlouth,and pour 
«c good wil you ſhalbe better ſerued then you haue bin here⸗ 
to foꝛe. The gentleman who thought that he had gotten 
the beſt hozſekeeper of the woꝛlde, alked her how ſhe liken 
him. Jaſſare pon fir (ꝙ ſhe) be doth his buſines ſo well as 
any ſeruaunt, howbeic he had neede to be called vppon, foz 
pou know ſeruauntes in theſe dayes without an ouerleer, 
wilbe flow and careleſſe. Thus of long time continued the 


and gaue ouer all the ſuſpicion and ialouſie which hee had 


daunces and companies, was become intentife & diligente 
about her houſehold, And perceiued that now many times 
ſhe was contented in homely garmentes to go vp e downe 
the houle, wher bekoze ſhe was accuſfomed tobe 4. houres 
in trimming of herſelfe : whereof ſhee was commended of 
her huſbande,# ofenery man p knew not how the _— 
e ul 


huſbande and wpfe in greater amitie and lone then bekoze, 


concepued, becauſe befoze time his wyfe louinge feaſtes, 


of Pampelunæ. 


venill had chaſed awape the leſſe. Thus liued this ponge 
dame vnder the hypocriſie and habite of an honeſt woman, 
in ſuch fleſhlye pleaſure as reaſon, conſcience, oꝛder and 
meaſure, had no longer reſting place in her. Which inſa⸗ 
ciat luſt the yong Lozd of delicate complexion, was no lon» 
ger able to ſuſteine, but began to ware ſo pale and feeble, 
as he needed no viſarde fo2 diſſiguring of himſelfe. Note 
withſtanding the foliſh lone which he bare to that woman 
ſo dulled his ſence, as he pꝛeſumed vppon that foꝛce which 
fayled in the monſtruous giant Hercules, whereby in the 
ende conſtrapned with ſicknes, and councelled by his mat» 
ſtreſſe which loued not the ſicke ſo well as the hole, demaũ⸗ 
ded leaue of his maiſter to go home to his frends, ho to 
bis great griefe graunted him the lame: and cauſed him to 
make pꝛomiſe that when he was recouered hee ſhould re⸗ 
turne againe to his ſeruice. Thus went the Loꝛd of Aui- 
nes on foote away from his maiſter fo he had not paſte the 
lenght of one ſtreate totrauaile. And when he was come to 
the rich mans houſe his new father, he found none at home 
but his wyke, whoſe vertuous lone ſhee bare bim was nos 
thing diminiſhed koꝛ al his voyage. But wbẽ ſhe ſaw him 
ſo leane ⁊᷑ pale,ſhe could not foꝛbeare to ſay vntohim. Sir 
I knowe not in what ſkave your conſcience is, but your bo- * 
dy is litle amended by this Pilgrimage, c J am in doubte 5 
that p wap wherein pou traueiled in the night, did wearie 5 
and paine you moze, then that vppon the vaye : foz if pon 
had gone to Hieruſalem on koote, you mighte perhappes ?? 
haue returned mo2e Sunne burned, but moꝛe leane and 
weake it bad bin impolſible. Now make accompt of your ?? 
pilgrimage here, and ſerue no moze ſuch Sainctes, foxin *? 
place of rayſinge the deade frõ life, they do to death thoſe 
that be on line. Pozeouer J ſhall ſape vnto pou, that ik“ 
your bodye were neuer ſo ſinfull, J ſee well it bath ſuffred 
fuche penaunce, as J haue pitie to renewe anpe fozmer *? 
payne. When the Lode of Auannes had hearde all her?“ 
Kk. talks 
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Ofa Gentlewoman 


talke he was no leſſe angrie with himſelfe then aſhamed, 

<< and ſaide vnto her. Dadame Jhaue ſometimes heard tell 
te that repentaunce inſueth ſinne, and now J haue pꝛoued the 
ce ſame to my coſt, pꝛaping pou to excuſe my youth chat could 
cc not be cozrected but by experience of that euill, which be⸗ 
cc fozeit would not beleeue. The Gentlewoman chaunging 
ber talke, cauſed him to Iye downe vppon a kapze bedde, 
where he lap the ſpace of xv. dayes, feedinge onely vppon 
reſtozatiues. And the huſband and wyfe kept him ſo good 
companye, as one of theim neuer departed from him. And 
albeit that he had committed thoſe follies , ( (uche as you 
baue heard) againſt the minde and aduiſe of that wyſe and 
dilcrete dame, vet ſhee neuer diminiſhed the vertuous loue 
which ſhee bare him,fo2 ſhee fill hoped that after he had 
ſpent his ponger dapes in pouthly follies,he would retire 

at length when age and experience ſhould fozce him to.vſe 
boneſt loue, and by that meanes would be altogether her 
owne. And during thoſe fikteene dayes p be was cheriſhed 

in her houſe, ſhe vſed vnto him womãlp & cõmẽdable calke 
onelp tending top loue oł vertue, which carped ſuch effect 

as he begã to abhoꝛre þ follie p he cõmitted. And beholdig 
the gẽtlewomã which in beautie palled p other wanton, w 
whom he had delt befoze, he impzinted in minde moze and 
moꝛe the graces and vertues that were in her, and was not 
able to keepe in harte the ſecrete conceipt of the ſame, but 

te abandoning all feare he ſapd bato her. Madame J ſee no 
cc better meanes, tobe ſuch one, and ſo bertuous as vou by 
ec woꝛdes deſire me fo} to be but to ſettle my harte, and giue 
ce my ſelfe to be holie in lone with vertue, and the qualities 
ce therunto appertinent. I hũblie beſeech you therkoze (good 
cc Madame) to tel me if pour ſelfe wil not vouchſafe to giue 
cc me al pour ayde and fauoꝛ p you poſſiblie can, fo2 thobtep⸗ 
ce Ning ol the ſame « The maiſtreſſe very topful co heare him 
ce bſe ↄᷣlãguage, made him aunſwere. And J do pꝛomiſe pou 
ce {ir j if you wilbe in loue wvertcue as it behouech ſo noble 


a ſlate 
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ſtate as you be J wil do ou the ſeruice Þ I ci to bzing port ,» 
thereunto with ſuch power and abilitie as God hath plã- „ 
ted in mee. Tell Madame ſaid the Lozde of Auines,res „ 
member then pour pꝛomiſe, and vnderſtande that God bn» „ 
knowen of the Chaiſkian but by fayth, hath dayned to take ,, 
fle ſh, like to pour ſinful which we beare about vs, to thend „ 
that by dꝛawing our fleſh into the loue of his humanity, be ,, 
map dꝛaw alſo our minde to the loue ot his diuinitie, g re- ,, 
quireth tobe ſerued by thinges vilible to make us lone by „ 
fayth p diuinity which is inuiſible. In like maner pvertue „ 
which I deſire to imbꝛace all p dapes of my life, is a thing * 
inuiſible and not to be ſeen but by out ward effects. Wher- , 
foze needeful it is, that ſhe now do put vpon ber, ſome body , 
oꝛ ſhape to let herſelfe be knowen amonges men: which in _ 
deede che hath don by induing herſelf pour fozm & ſhape, „ 
as the molt perfect that the is able to find amonges liying | 
creatures. (herfoze I do acknowledge @ confelle you to | 
be not onely a vertuous creature, but euen verp vertue it. 
ſelf. And J which ſee the ſame to ſhine vader the glimſing ,* 
vaile of the moſt perfect p euer was: J will hono? & ſerne *? ; 
the ſame during my life, foꝛſaking (fo2 the fame) all other 
baine and vicious loue. The gentlewoman no lelle content 
then marueling to here thoſe wows diſſembled ſo wel her 
contented minde as ſhe ſaid vnto him. My Loꝛd I take not „ 
bpon me to aunſwere pour diuinitp, but like her pis moze „ 
fearefull of euill then beleful of good, do humblie beleech „ 
pou to ceaſe to ſpeake to me thoſe woꝛds of pꝛayſe, pis not „ 
woꝛthy ok 5ᷣ leaſt of thẽ. I know right wel J am awomã, ,, 
not onely as another is, but ſo imperfect, as bertue might ,, 
do a better acte to tranſſoꝛme me into her, then the to take ,, 
my fozme, except it be when ſhe deſires to be vnknowen to ,, 
the woꝛld. Foz vnder ſuch habite as mine is, vertue cannot ,, 
be knowen, accozding to her woꝛthines. So it is ſir p fo „ 
mine imperkectiõ, I wil not ceaſe to bere pou ſuch aflectid, ,, 


25 a woman ought oz mape do that feareth Gov, and hath ,, 
it, reſpect 
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ce reſpect to her honour}. But that affection ſhal not appere, 
© yntill pou harte be able to receiue the pacience which vers 
© (tous loue commaũdeth. And now ſir T know what kinde 
ce of ſpeach to vſe, And thincke that you do not loue ſo well, 
© pour owne goodes, purſe oz honour, as J doe with all my 
© hart tender and imbꝛace the lame. The Lozd of Auannes 
fearefull with teares in eyes , belought her earneſtly that 
fo: her wooꝛdes aſſuraunce, ſhee woulde vouchſafe to kiſſe 
bim. Qhich ſhe rekuſed ſaping that foz him, ſhe would not 
bꝛeake the Countries cuſtome, And vppon this debate the 
huſband came in, to who the Loꝛd of Auannes ſaid. My fa. 
ce ther Jknowe my lelfe ſo much bounde to pou and to your 
cike, as I beſech you fo2 euer to repute me foꝛ pour ſonne. 
c 7Uhich the good man willingly did. And foz ſurety of that 
ce amitie, J pꝛap pou ſaid Monſier D' Auannes, that JT map 
« giſſe you, Thich be dtd. After he ſaid vnto him. If it were 
ce not fo? feare to offend the Law, J would do the like to mp 
cc mother pour wyke. The hulbande hearinge him ſape ſo, 
commaũded his wyke to kiſle him, which ſhe did although 
the made it ſtraunge, either fo2 the Loꝛds deſire 02 fo? huſs 
bands requeſt to do the lame. Then the fier (which woꝛds 
had begunne to kindle in the harte of the pooze Lode) be- 
ganne to augmente by that deſired kiſſe, ſo ſtrongly ſued 
fo2,and ſo cruelly refuſed, Thich done the ſayde Loꝛde of 
Auannes repay2ed to the Caſtell to the kinge his bꝛother, 
where be told many goodly tales of his voyage to Mont- 
ferrat, x under ſtode there,y the kinge his brother was de⸗ 
termined to remoue to Olly & Taffares, ę thinking that þ 
loꝛnep woulde be longe, conceiued create heaumes, which 
made bim to muſe how be mighte aſſape befoze his depar⸗ 
ture, whether the wiſe Gentlewoman bare him ſuch good 
will, as ſhee made him beleene (hee did: and therefoze hee 
toke a houſe in the ſtreate where ſhe dwelt, which was old 
andill kauoured and built of Timber, Which houſe about 
midnight of purpole he let on fier, wherof the crve was fo 
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great thꝛougbout the Citie as it was hard within the rich 
mans houle. ho demaunding at his window where the 
fier was, vnderſtode it to be at the Loꝛd of Auannes, wher 
vnto bee incontinentlye repapꝛed with all the people of his 
houſe, and found the ponge Loꝛd in his ſhirt in the middeſt 
ok the ſtreat, whom foꝛ pitie he toke betweene his armes, 
couer ing him with his nighte Gowne, caried him home to 
bis houſe withal poſſible ſpeede, a ſaid bnto his wife which 
was a bed: Qife I giue pou to kepe this pꝛiſoner vſe him 
as my ſelfe. So ſone as he was departed the ſayd Lo2d of 
Auannes, who had good wil to be interteigned fo2 her huſs 
band, quicklie lept into the bed, hoping that che occaſion & 
place would make that wiſe woman to chaũge ber minde, 
which he found to be contrary. Fo2 ſo ſone as he lept into 
the bed of thone ſide, ſhee ſpeedelie went out ofthe other, 
putting on her night Gowne ſhe repaired top beds head, 
and ſaid bnto him. Dow now ſir, do you thincke that occae 
ſions can chaunge a chaſte harte? beleene and thincke that ** - 
as gold is pꝛoued in the Fo2nace,euen ſo an vnſpotted hart = 
in che middeſt of temptacion. Aherein many times an ho- | 
neſt hart ſheweth it ſelfe to be moze ſtrong and vertuous, 
then els where, and the moꝛe it is aſſavled by his contrary, * 
the coulder be the deſires ofthe ſame . M herefo2e be you 
aſſured that if J had bin affected with other minde then 5 55 
which many times J baue diſcloſed vnto pou, J would not 
haue fapled to finde meanes to haue ſatiſfyed che ſame: * 
pꝛaping you that it vou will haue me to continue the affec- - 
tion which J beare pou, to remoue from pour minde fo? eo; 
ter tiotanely the will but the thought allo, foxany thinge ** 
you be able to do to make me other then Jam. As ſhe was? 
ſpeaking ok tbeſe woꝛds, ber women came into p chamber, 
whom ſhe commaunded to bꝛing in a colacion ok all ſoztes 
ofcomfices and other delicats. But that time hee had no 
appetite either to tate oꝛ dʒincke, hee was fallen inte ſuche 
aiſpaire fox fapling ot his enterpꝛiſe: fearing that che ves 
Kk iii. mon⸗ 
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Of a Gentlewoman 


monſtracion of his deſire, would haue cauſed her togiue o⸗ 
uer the ſecrete familtaricie betweene them. The huſbande 
hauinge ceaſed the ſier, retoꝛned and intreated the Lozd of 
Auannes that night to lodge in his hauſe, who palled that 
night in ſuch nom ber ok cogitacios as his eyes were moꝛe 
exerciſed wich weeping, then ſleeping and early in the moꝛ⸗ 
ninge hee bad them farewell in their bedde, where by kil⸗ 
ſing the Gentle woman hee well percetued p ſhe had moze 
pitie vppon his offence , then euill will againſt his perſon, 
which was acole to make the fter of lone to kindle moze 
fierceſy . After dinner he rode with the king to Taffares, 
but befo2e his departure he wente to take his leaue of his 
newe alied father and ol his wpfe: whoe after the furſt 
commaundement of her huſband,made no moze difficultie 
to kiſle him then ik he had bin her owne ſonne. But beaſ⸗ 
ſured the moe that vertue ſtaped her eve c countenaunce 
to ſhewe the hidden flame, the moze it did augment and be⸗ 
come intollerable, in ſuch wyſe as not able to indure the 
warres which honour & loue had rapſed within her hart, 
(whonotwithſkanding was determined neuer to ſhewe it, 
hauing loſt the conſolacion of her light, and foꝛgeuen the 
talke with him fo2 whom ſhe lined) a continuall feuer be⸗ 
gan to take her, cauſed by a Pelancholicke and couert hue 
mo2, in ſuch wyſe as the extreme partes of her body waxed 
cold, and thoſe within burne ince ſlantly. The Phiſitios (in 
the hands ol who mans life doth not depend) began greats 
ly to miſtruſt health by reaſon of a certaine opilacio which 
made her melancholicke: who counceiled the bulbande to 
aduertile his wyke to conſider her conſcience, and that ſhe 
was in the handes of God (as thoughe they which be in 
bealth were not in bis pꝛotection.) The hulbande which 
latirelp loued his wyfe, was wyth their woozdes made ſa 
hea'tve and penſife,as faz his confozt he wzote tothe Lozw 
of Auonnes, beſeechinge him to take the papnes to vilice 
tyem,hoping that his light would greatly eaſe and * 
the 
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the diſeaſeof his wife, Which requeſt che Loꝛd of Auan- 
nes imme diatly vpponthe recepte of thoſe letters, ſlacke d 
not, but by poſt arriued at his fathers houſe : at the entrye 
whereof hee founde the ſeruauntes and women makinge 
great ſozrowe and lamentacſon accozdinglite as the goods 
nes of their Paiſtreſſe deſerued. Wherewith che ſapde 
Loꝛd was ſo aſtonned as he ſtoode ſtil at the dooze like one 
in a traunce, vntil he ſaw his good father: whoimbzacing 
him beganne ſo bitter ly to weepe, that he was not able to 
ſpeake a woꝛde. And ſo conueied the ſapd Loꝛde ot Auan- 
nes,bp into the Chamber ok his pooze ſicke wyke: who ca⸗ 
ſting vp her languiſhing eyes looked vppon him. And rea ⸗ 
ching bis hand vnto her, ſhe ſtrayned the ſame with all her 
feeble foꝛce, and imbꝛacinge and kiflinge the ſame made a 
marueplous plainte, and ſayd vnto him. O mp Lozd the 
doure is come that all diſſimulacion mult ceaſe, and needes ?? 
J mult conkeſſe vnto you the troth, which Ito my greate ?*? 
paine haue concealed from pou: which is, that iyou haue 
bozne vnto me greate affection, belecue that mine rendꝛed ** 
vnto pou, hath bin no leſſe. But my ſozrow hath farre ſur» 2? 
palled pour grie fe, the ſmarte whereof I do feele nowe a» *? 
gainſt myne hart and will. Wherefoze my Loꝛd pee ſhall 3? 
vnderſtand, that G O D and mine honour would not ſuf⸗ *? 
fer mee to diſcloſe the ſame vnto pou, fearing to increaſe in ?? 
vou that which J deſired to be diminiſhed. But knowe ?? 
yce my Loꝛde that the woozdes which ſo many tymes pou 
haue vttered vnto mee, haue bzed in me luch grie fe, as the * 
ſame be the Inſtrumentes and woozkers of my death, ?? 
wherewpth Jam contente ſith & O D did gine mee the 
grace not to ſuffer the violente of my Loue, to blotte the * 
puritye of my conſcience , and renowne. Foz leſſe fire 2? 
then is wythin the kindled harte of mine, hath ruinated ?? 
and conſumed moſt famous and ſtately buildinges. Nowe ?® 
my harte is well at caſe , ſithe befoze J dye, Jhaue ?” 


had power to declare mpne affection; which is equall ?* 
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ce vnto pours, ſauing that the honoz of men g women be not 
cc alike. Beſeechinge pou my Loꝛde fromhencefozthnot co 
cc feare to addzeſſe pour (elfe to the greateſt and moſte vertu⸗ 
ce pus Ladies that you can ſinde. Fo iu ſuch noble hartes do 
cc dwell the ſtrongeſt paſſions, and there the ſame be moſte 
ec wiſely gouerned. And God graunt that the grace,beautie 
cc and honeffie, which be in you, do not ſuſter your loue to tra⸗ 
cc uell wythout fruite. Daue in remembꝛaũce good my Loꝛd 
ec the ſtabilitie of my conſtante minde, and do not attribute 5 
ce to crueltie which ougbt to be imputed to honoꝛ conſcience 
cc and ver tue: which are thinges a thouſande times moꝛe ac« 
ce ceptable, then 5ᷣ expence and loſſe of cranſicozie life. Nowe 
ce karewell my Loꝛde, recommendinge bnto pour honour the 
cc ſtate of my huſbad pour good father, to whom J pꝛap you 
ce to reherſe the troth of that which you doe know by mee, to 
cc the intent that he map be certefied how dearely J baue los 
cc ued God and him: foz whoſe ſake J beſeech you to abſente 
cc pour (elfe out of my ſight. Foꝛ from hencefoꝛth J do meane 
cc holye to giue my ſelfeto the contemplacion of thoſe pꝛomi⸗ 
cc (es which God hath louingly decreed, befoꝛe the conſtitu⸗ 
cc cion ot the woꝛlde. In ſaying ſo ſhee kiſſed him, e imbꝛaced 
bim wyth all che fozce of her feeble armes. The ſapde 
Loꝛd whoſe hart was dead fo2 compaſſion, as hers was in 
dying tbꝛough griefe and ſoꝛrow, without power to ſpeake 
one onely woꝛde, wdzew himſelfe out of her ſight and laye 
downe vpon a bed within an inner chamber: where he fain⸗ 
ted many times. Then the gentle womã called foꝛ her hul⸗ 
bande, x after ſhe had giuen him many good ly leſſons, ſhee 
recommended him ta the Lozd of Auannes aſſur inge him 
that nette to his parſon, ot all the men in the woꝛlde ſhee 
bad him in greateſte eſtimacion. And ſoe kiſſinge her 
buſbande ſhee badde him farewell, And then was brought 
buto her the holye Sacramente, which ſhee recepued with 
ſuch tope, as one certaine and ſure of her Saluacion, and 
perceputnge her ſighte begynne to kaple, and her ſtrength 
| de mi⸗ 
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diminiſhe the pꝛonounced aloude, In manus tuas, &c. At 
which crie the Loꝛde ol Auannes roſe vp from the bedde, 
piteoully beholding her, be viewed her with a ſwete ſigbe, 
to rendꝛe her gloziouſe ghoſt to him which had redemed it. 
And when be perceiued that ſhee was dead, hee ran to the 
dead bodie, which liuing he durſt not appꝛoche fox feare, 
imbꝛated and kiſſed che ſame in ſuch wiſe , as muche a doe 
there was to remoue her co2ps out of his armes. Wherof 
the huſbãd was very much abaſhed,foz p be neuer thought 
that he had boꝛne his wite ſuch affection, And in ſaying vn» 
to him, my Loꝛd you haue done enough, they withdzew thẽ 
ſelues together. And after long lamentatid, the one fo2 his 
wife, e the other foz his Lady: The Loꝛd of Auannes told 
him, the whole diſcourſe ok his loue, and howe vntill her 
death ſhe neuer graunted him not ſo muche as one ligne oz 
token ok loue, but in place therof a rebellious minde to his 
impoztunate ſutes. At the reherſall whereok, the hulbande 
concefnev greater pleaſure and contentment then euer he 
did befoze: which augmented o2 rather doubled his ſozrow 
and griefe fo2 loſſe of ſuch a wife . And all his life time ak⸗ 
ter, in al ſeruices 4 duties he obeyed the Lozd of Auannes, 
that then was not aboue eightene peares of age, who re⸗ 
tourned tothe Courte, and continued there manp peares 
without will to ſee 02 ſpeake to any woman, koꝛ the ſozrow 
which be had taken fo2 his Lady, and moe then two peres 
he woe blacke koꝛ mourning apparell . Beholde here the 
difference betwene a wile and diſcrete woman, and one that 
was wanton and fooliſh, both which ſoztes expꝛeſled dilfe⸗ 
rent effectes of loue . hereof the one receiued a glozious 
and commendable dea th, and the other liued to long to her 
great ſhame and infamie, The one by ſmall ſute ſone won 
and obteyned, the other by earneſt requeſtes great papne 
purſued and followed. And till death had taken oꝛder, to 


ridde her krom that purſuce,ſþe cuer continued conſtant, 8 
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¶ A puniſhment more rigorous than death of a husband 
tovvarde his vvife that had committed adulterie. 


The Lv. Nonuell, 


Ing Charles of Fraunce, the eight of 
ad that name, ſent into Germanya gents 
1 leman called Bernage, Lozbe of Cys 
ure beſides Amboiſe. I ho to make 
* ſpee de, lparen neither dape no2 nighte 
baz executionok bis Princes commaũ⸗ 
. S=Y dement. In lutch wyſe as very late in 
an euening he arriued at the Caſtle of a Gentleman, to des 
maunde lodging, which very hardly he obtained. Hawbeit. 
when the Gentleman under ſtode that he was the ſeruaunt 
of ſuch a kyng, he pꝛaped him not to take it in ill parte the 
rudineſſe of his ſeruauntes , becauſe vppon occaſion ok cer⸗ 
tain his wiues frends which loued him not, he was fozced 
to kepe his houſe lo ſtraight, Then Bernage tolde him the 
cauſe ofhis iournep, wherein the Gentleman offered to doe 
to the king his maiſter all ſeruice poſſible. Leading him ins 
to bis houſe where he was leaſled and lodged veryhonozas 
bly.Chen ſupper was ready,the Gentle man cõueped him 
into a parler wel hãged with fayze Tapiſtrie. And 5 meate 
being ſet vpõ the table, and he required to ſit down, he per⸗ 
teiued a woman coming fozth behind the hanging, which 
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was ſabeautifull as might bee ſcene, ſauing that her head 


was all ſbauen, and apparelled in Almaine blacke. After 
dothe the Gentlemen had waſhed, water was brought to 
the Gentle woman, who when ſhe had waſhed ſhe (at down 
alſo, without ſpeaking to any,o2anp woꝛd ſpoken vnto her 
againe. The Loꝛde Bernagebeholding her well, thought 
ber to be one of the fayzcſt Ladies that euer He lawe, lk her 
face had not bene ſo pale and her countenaunce ſo _ 
ex 
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After ſhe had eaten a licle,ſhe called foz dzinke, which one 
of che ſeruauntes bzougye vnto her in a ſtraunge cup. Foz 
it was the head ot a dead man trimmed with ſiluer. Uher 
of Ge dzancke twice oz thzice . When ſhe had ſupped and 
walhed her handes, making a reuerenceto the Lozdof the 
houſe, ſhee retourned backe againe that waye ſhee came, 
without ſpeaking toany.Bernage was ſo much amaſed ac 
that ſtraunge ſighte , as he waxed very heauie and ſadde, 


The Gentleman who marked hym,ſapde vnto hym. Illee ,, 


well chat poube aſtonned at that youſaw at the table. But „ 
ſepug pour honeſt demeanour , I wpll not keepe it ſecrete ,, 


frompou,becauſe pou ſhal not note that crueltie tobe done * 


without great octcaſton. This Gentlewoman whicbe pou ,, 
ſee,ts mp wyle, whom J loued better than was poſſible foz ,\ 
any man to loue his wyfe. In ſuch ſozte as to marryher J 
koꝛgat all feare of friendes, aud bꝛought her hither in di- , 

ſpite of her parentes, She kkewpſe ſhewed vnto me uche 
ſignes of loue, as Jattempted a thouſande wayes to place 
her here fo} her ioye and mpne, where wee lpued a long ,, 
tyme in ſuche reſte and contentation, as Ithoughe my telt 
the happieſt Gentleman in Chziſtenvome. But in a iour- 
nep whiche Imade, the attempt whereof mpne honour 105-5 


ted me, thee fozgot bothe her ſelfe , her conſcience, and the ,, 
loue whiche ſhee bare towardes mee, and fell in loue with ,. 


a Gentleman, that I bzought vp in this houſe, whiche ber 
loue vpon mp retourne J perceiued to be true. Notwiths,, 
ſtanding the loue that J bare her, was ſogreat, as I had „ 


no miſtruſt in her, tyll ſutche tyme as experience did open ,, 


mpne eyes , and ſawe the thynge that J fearedmoze than ,, 


death. Foz whiche cauſe my loue was tourned into furie „ 


and diſpapꝛe, ſo great, as I watched her ſo nere, that vp» ,, 


pon a dape fapning my ſelle to goe abzoade, J bydde my ,, 


ſelfe in the chamber where nowe ſhee remapneth. Into , 


the whiche ſone after iy departure ſhee repap2ed,andcaus „ 


ſed the Gentleman to come thether. 
Whome * 
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A ſtraunge puniſhment 


<< home J did beholde to doe that thing, which was altos 
ce ether vnmeete fo2 any man to doe to her, but my lelke. 
cc But when J ſawe him mounte vppon the bed akter her J 
cc ſtepped fo2th and tooke him betwene her armes, and with 
ce my dagger immedfacly did kill him. And becauſe the ofs 
cc fence of mp wife ſemed ſo great, as 5 doing ok her to death 
ce was not ſufficient to puniſh her. I deuiſed a toꝛmẽt which 
c in mine opinion is wozle vnto her than death. Fo2 thus J 
cc vſe her, J doe locke her vp in the chamber wherein ſhe ac⸗ 
cc cuſtomed to vie her delightes, and in the companie of bym 
ce that the loned farre better than me. In the cloſet of which 
cc thamber J baue placed the Anatomie of her friend, reſer⸗ 
ec uing the ſame as a pꝛecious Jewell. And to the ende ſhee 
<« map not foꝛget him at meales, at the table befoze my face, 
ce ſhe vleth his lkulle in ſteade of a cup to d2inke in, to the in⸗ 
cc tent ſhe may behold him (aliue) in the pꝛeſence of him wha 
ce thꝛougb her owne fault ſhe hath made her mozfal enemp, 
cc and him dead and flain fo2 her ſake , whoſe loue ſhe pꝛeker⸗ 
cc redbefoze mine. And ſo beholdeth thoſe twoo thinges at 
cc dinner and ſupper which ought to diſpleaſe her moſte, her 
cc enemie liuing,and her friend dead, and al thzough her own 
cc wicke dneſſe, howebeit J doe vſe her no wozſe than my lelf, 
cc although ſhee goeth thus ſhauen: foꝛ the oꝛnament of the 
cc heare doth not appertaine to an adultreſſe, noꝛ the vayle oz 
cc other furniture ofthe head to an vnchaſt woman Mbere⸗ 
ce foze the goeth ſo ſhauen, in token ſhe hath loſt her boneſtie. 
ec Ik it pleaſe pou ſir to take the payne to ſre her,J wil bing 
cc pu to her. Ahereunto Bernage willingly aſſented. And 
deſcending into her chamber whiche was bery ricbely furs 
niſhed, they founde her ſitting alone at the er. And the 
Gentleman dꝛawing a Curteine , whiche was befoze the 
- Cloſet, he ſawe the Anatomie ofthe dead man hanging, 
Bernage had a great deſire to ſprake vnto the Ladye, but 
fo feare of her huſband he durſt not, The Gentleman per⸗ 
reiuin the ſame, ſaid vnto hin, If it pleaſe you to ſpeake 
vnto 
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bnto her, ou ſhal vnderſtand her oꝛder of talke. Therwiths 22 
all Bernage ſapde vnto her. Madame if pour pacience be * 
cozreſpondent to this tozment , J deme you to be the haps» * 
pleſt woman of the wozlde. The Lady with teares trickes ?* 
lingdowne her eyes with a grace ſo good and humble as 
was poſſible, ſpake thus vnto him. Sir I doe confeſſe mp »3 
fault to be ſo great, às all the afflictiõs and toꝛment that þ »» 
Lode of this place ( fo2 J am not wozthy to call him huſs 5» 
bande) can doe vnto me, be nothing comparable to the ſoz -. 
rowe J baue conceiued of mpne offence. And in ſaping fo, »» 
the began pitifully to weepe. Therewithall che Gentlemã „ 
toke Bernage bythe hande, and led him koꝛth. The next dap »3 
mozning he departed about the bulineſſe whiche the king »5 
had ſent him, Motwithſtanding, in bidding the gentleman 9» 
fare well, he ſapde vnto hym. Sir the loue whiche J beare »» 
bnto pou, and the honoz and ſecretes wherewith pou haue 5» 
made me pꝛiuie, doth foꝛce me to ſape vnto pou howe J doe 5 
thinke good (ſeing the great repentance of the pooze Gents 59 
le woman your wife) that you doe ſhewe her mercie. And 7 
bicauſe pou be pong and haue no childzen, it were a berie »5 
great loſſe and detriment to loſe ſuch a houſe and ligneage »» 
as yours is. Aud it map ſo come to paſſe, that your enemies . 
thereby in time to come map be pour heires, and intope the 55 
goodes and patrimonie whiche pou doe leaue behinde you, 55 
The Gentleman which neuer thought to ſpeake vnto his »» 
wife, with thoſe woꝛdes pauſed a great while, and in thend 
cofeſſed his ſaping to be true, pꝛomiling him 5 if he would 
continue in that humilitie, be would in time ſhew pitie vp⸗ 
pon her, with whiche pꝛomiſe Bernage departed. And whT 
be was retourned towardes the king his maiſter, hee re⸗ 
compted vnto him the lucceſſe of hie tourneyes, And 
amonges other thinges be tolde him ok the beautie ok this 
Ladie, who ſent his Painter called lohn of Paris, to bzing 
him her counter kaicte: which with the conſent of her bul⸗ 


band, he did. Cho after that long penaunce, ko; a deſire he 
had 


* Apreſidentof Grenoble. 
had to haue childꝛen, and ko; the pitie hee bare to his wyfe 
whiche with great humbleneſle receiued that affliction, 


tooke her vnto hym agapne, and atter war des degat of her 
many childꝛen. 


R LRC 
EA Preſident of Grenobleaduertiſed of the ill gouerne- 


ment of his vvife, tooke ſuch order, that his honeſtie vvas 
not diminiſhed, and yet reuenged the facte. 


Tbe LV, Nouell. 


N Grenoble (the chiefe citfe ofa Coun- 
trie in Fraunce called Daulphine, which 

ay citie otherwiſe is named Gratianapolis) 
there was a Pyeſident that had a very 
(7; fay2e wife, who perceiving her buſbande 
beginne to waxe olde, fell in lone with a 
pong mã that was her huſbands Clark, 
& bery pꝛopꝛe and handſome felowe. U pon a time when her 
huſband in a mozning was gone to the Palace, the Clarke 
entred his chamber and tooke his Maiſters place, whiche 
thing one ofthe Pzeſtdentes men, that faithfully had ſers 
ued him the ſpace of. xxx.peres, like a truſtie ſeruaunt pers 
ceiuing, could not keepe it ſecret, but tolde his Maiſter. 
The Pꝛeſident whiche was a wiſe man, would not beleve 
it vpon his light repoꝛt, but ſapde that he did it of purpoſe 
to ſet diſcoꝛd betwene him e his wife, notwithſtanding if 5 
thing were true as he had repozted , he might let him ſee 
the thing it ſelfe, whiche if he did not, he had good cauſe to 
thinke that he had deuiſed a lye to bꝛeake and diſſolue the 
loue bet wene them. The ſeruaunt did aſſure him that he 
would cauſe him to ſee the thing wherof he had tolde _ 
nd 


A preſident of Grenoble: 255 


And one mozning ſoſone as the Pyzeſidenc was gone to the 
Court, and the Clarked entred into his chamber, the ſer« 
uaunt ſent one ot his companions to tel his maiſter that he 
might come in good time, to ſee the thing that he had decla 
red vnto him, he himſelf ſtanding til at the dooze to watch 
that the partie might not goe out. The Pzeſident ſo ſone as 
be ſawe the ligne that one of his men made vnto him, kap⸗ 
ning that he was not wel at eaſe, lekt the audience, and ſpe⸗ 
dely went home to his houſe, where he founde his olde ſer» 
uaunt watching at the chaber doze , aſſuring him foz truth 
that the Clarke was within, and that he ſhould with ſpede 
to goe in. The Pꝛeſident ſayd to his ſeruaunt. Do not tar 3» 
rie at the doze, foʒ thou knoweſt ther is no other going out 5» 
oʒ comming in but onely this, except a litle cloſet wherof J 
alone doe beare the keye . The Pꝛeſident entred the cham · 2 
ber, and found his wife g the Clarke a bed together, who 
in his ſhirt fell downe at the Pꝛeſidents feete,craning pars 
don, and his wife much afraid began to weepe. To whome 
the Pꝛeſident ſapde. Fo2\o muche as the thing which thou ?? 
haſt done is ſuch, as thou maiſt well cũſider, that I can not ?? 
abyde my houſe (fo thee) in this ſozt to be diſhonoed, and 
the daughters which J haue had by thee to be dilauaũced ?? 
and abaſed,Therfoze leaue of thy weeping, # marke what ?? 
1 ſhall doe. And thou Nicolas ( fo2 that was his Clarkes ?? 
name) hide thp ſelfe here in my cloſet,andin any wiſe make ?? 
no noyſe: when he had ſo done, he opened the doze and cal- ?? 
led in his olde ſernaunt , and ſayde bnto him. Olddeſt not ?? 
thou warranc and aſſure me that thou wouldeſt let me ſee ?? 
my Clarke and wyfe in bedde together? And vppon thp ?? 
woꝛds Jam come hether,thinking to haue killed mp wife, 
and doe finde nothing to be true of chat which thou diddeſt ?? 
tell me. Foz I baue ſearched the chamber in euery place ?? 
as J will ſhewe thee, And with that be cauſed his ſeruant 
to looke vnder the beddes, and in euery coꝛner. And when ?? 
the leruaunt founde him not,th2oughly aſtonned, he _ 
to. his 
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ec to his maiſter. Sir J ſawe him goe into the chamber, ang 
cc gut he is not gone at the doꝛe: And ſa farre as I can ſee he 
ce ig not here.Therefoze IJ thinke the Diuel muſt nedes car« 
cc riehimawaye . Then his maiſter rebuked him in theſe 
cc woꝛds. Thon art a villapn , to ſet ſuch diuiſiõ betwene my 
cc wife and me, wherefoze J doe diſcharge thee froin my ſers 
cc uice; and foꝛ that which thou haſt done me, J will pape the 
ce thy dutie, with the aduauntage.Therefoze get thee hence, 
cc and take bede that thou doeſt not tarrie in this town aboue 
cc xxiiti. houres-The P2eſtdentfo2 that he knew him to be an 
boneſt and faithfull ſeruaunt, gaue him fine oꝛ fire pearks 
wages, and purpoſed othet wiſe topzeferre him Mhen the 
ſeruaunt ( with ill will and weping teares) was departed, 
the Pꝛeſident cauſed his Clark to come out ot his Cloſet, 
And after hee had declared to his wife and him, what hee 
thought ok their ill behauiour, he fozbad them to ſhewe no 
likelyhode of any ſuch matter, and commaunded his wyke 

to attire and dꝛeſle her ſelf in moꝛe goꝛgeous apparell, thã 
ſhe was wont to weare, and to haunt and reſoꝛt to company 
and feaſtes , willing the Clarke to make a better counte⸗ 
naunceon the matter then hee did befoze , but whenſoeuer 
be rounded him in the care and bad him de part, be charged 
him after that commaunde ment not to tarry foure houres 

in the towne. And when he had thus done, he retourned to 
the palace Courte, as though there hadde no ſutche thing 
chaunced. And the ſpace of fiftene dayes (contrary to 
his cuſtome) he feaſted his frendes and neighbours, and ak⸗ 
ter euery thoſe bankettes, he cauſed the minſtrels to play, 

to make the Gentlewomen daunce, One dape be ſeing his 
wife not to daunce, he commaunded his Clarke to take her 

. bythe hande, and to leade her fozth to daũce, who thinking 
the Hꝛeſident had foꝛgotten the treſpaſſe paſt, very ioyfully 
daunced with her. But when the daunce was ended, the 
Pzelident faining as though he would haue commaunded 
him ta doe ſome thing in his houſe , bad him in his eare to 

| get him 


get him away and neuer to retourne. Nom was the Clark 
veryſozowfullto leaue his Lady, but pet no leſſe iopfull he 
was that his life was ſaued. Afterwardes when the Pꝛeſi⸗ 
dent had made all his frendes and kinſfolkes, and all the 
countrey,beleue what great loue he bare to his wife: Ups 
pon a faire daye in the moneth of Bay, be went to gather 
a ſallade in his garden, the her bes wherof after ſhe had ea⸗ 
ten, ſhe lived not aboue.xxiiii.houres after, whereoł he 
counterfaited luche ſozrowe , as no man could ſu⸗ 
ſpect the occaſion of her death. And by that 
meanes he was reuenged of his enemy, 
and ſaued the honour of 
his houſe, 


CI will not by this Nouell ( ſaid Emarſuitre) pꝛayſe the 
conſcience of the Bꝛeſident, but herein J baue declared the 
lighe behautour of a woman, and the great pacience any 
pꝛudence of a man,Pzaping you good Ladies all, not tobe 
offended at the truthe . Jf all women (quod Parlamente) 
that loue their Clarkes oz ſeruauntes, were fozced to eate 
ſuch ſallades, J beleue they would not loue their gardens 
ſo well as they doe, but woulde teare and plucke vp 
all the herbes bothe roote and rinde, to auopde 
thoſe thinges that by death might aduaunce 
the hono2 of their ſtock and ligneage . If 
ſallades be ſo coſtly( quod Hircan) and 


} 

; ſo daungerous in Map, J will pꝛo⸗ 

3 uoke appetite with other ſaws 

1 ces, oꝛ els hunger ſhall 

8 be my chiekeſt. 
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Of a lalous Gentleman. 


¶ A Gentleman of Perche, ſuſpecting iniurie done vnto 
him by his friend, prouoked him to execute and put in 
proufe the cauſe of his ſuſpicion, 


The Lix, Nonuell. 


ot Eſides the countrie of Perche, there 
were two Gentlemen, which from the 
8 Pet tyme of theyꝛ youthe tyued in ſatche 
great and pertect amitte, as there was 
e vecwene them but one harte, onc bed, 
one houle, one table, one purſe. Long 
5. £25: time continued this perfect krendſhip: 

© betwene whom there was but one will and one wooꝛde, no 
ce difference in either of them. In ſo muche as they not onelp 
** ſemed to be two bꝛethꝛen, but alſo they appeared in al ſem⸗ 
© ylances to be but one man. One ok them chaunced to mary. 
*© Notwithſtanding they gaue not ouer their frendſhip, but 
perſeuered in their vlualamitie as they were wont to doe. 
And wha they happened to be ſtrained to ſtraight lodging, 
the maried Gentle man would not ſtick to ſuffer bis friend 

to lie with him and his wife . But pet pou ought foꝛ frend⸗ 
ſhip ſake to conſider that the maried man lay in the mids. 
Their goodes were common betwene them, and the ma⸗ 
riage did pelde no cauſe to hinder their aTured amitie But 

in pꝛoceſſe of time, the ke licitie ot᷑ tbis woꝛlde ( whiche ca⸗ 
rieth with it a tertaine mutabitie) could not cotinue in the 
houſe, which was befoze right pleaſaunt and happy . Foz 
the maried man kozgetting the faithfull fidelitie of his 
friend , without any caufe concetued a greate ſuſpicion be- 
twene hym and bis wyfe, from whom he could not diſſem⸗ 
ble the caſe, but ſharpely tolde her his mpnde , She theres 
withall was wonderfully amazed. Dowbeit, be commaun⸗ 
ded her to doe all thinges (one thing excepted) and to make 

o muche of his companion as of him ſeife, Meuertbeleſſe 
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be fozbad her to ſpeake vnto bym except it were in the pꝛe⸗ 
ſence ot manp. All whiche ſhe gaue her huſvandes compa⸗ 
nion to vnderſtande, wha would not beleue her, knowyng 
that hee had neither by thought oz deede done anye thing 
whereof his companion had cauſe to be offended. And like⸗ 
wyſe becauſe he vſed to kepe nothing ſecrete from hym, he 
tolde bim what he had ſapde, pꝛaping hym to tell him the 
truthe ok the matter, becauſe he purpoſed neither in that, 
ne pet in any other thing, to geue occaſion of bzeach of that 
amitie which of long time they had imbzaced. The maried 4, 
Gentleman affured him that he neuer thought it, and how „ 
they which had ſow? that rumoꝛ, bad wickedly belied him. „ 
hereunto his companion replied. I knowe wel enough ,, 
that Jelonſie is a paſſion ſo intollerable as loue it ſelfe. „ 
And when pou ſhall conceive that opinion of Jalouſte, pea „ 
and it were of mp ſelke, I ſhould do you no wzong, fo2 pour „ 
ſelfe were not able tokepe it, But of one thing which is in zz 
pour power, fl haue good matter whereof to complapne, c 3s 
that is becauſe pon will concele from me, your maladie, „ 
ſich there was no paſſion oꝛ opinion whiche you conceſued, „ 
that befoze this time pou kept (ſecret from me.Likewile foz „ 
my own parte if I were amozous ot pour wife, youought , 5 
not toimpute it as a fault vato me, becauſe it is after which 5 
J barenotin my handes, to vſe ac my pleaſure. But il J 55 
kepe it to mp ſelfe from pou, and indeuour to make youre 5 
wife knowe it by demonſtration of my loue, I might then 
be accũpted that vntruſtieſt frend that euer liued. And foz 5, 
me J doe aſſute you that ſhee is a rigbt honeſt and a good 3 
woman, and one that my fanſie doth leſt fauour ( although 3 
the were not your wife)of allthem chat euer I (awe. But „ 
nowe ſithens there is nocauſe, I do require you that if you zz 
perceiue any ſuſpicion, be it neuer ſo litle, to tell me of it, „ 
becauſe I would ſo vſe my ſell, as our frendſhip which hath » 
indured ſo long tyme, might not bee bꝛoken ko a woman. „ 
And if A did loue her aboue any thing in the wozlde , yet 
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ſurely J would never ſpeake wozde bntoher,bicauſe J doe 
eſteme our frendſhip better then the nreateſt treaſure. Dis 
companion ſwoꝛe vnto him very great othes that he never 
thougbt it,p2aying him to ble his houſe as be had done be⸗ 
cc foʒe. hereunto he aunſwered. Sithe you will haue meſo 
cc to doe, J am content. But I pꝛaye pou it bereatter pou doe, 
tc conteiue any ſiniſtre opinion in me. not to diſſemble the ſa- 
cc me, which if you doe J will neuer continue longer in pour 
ce companie . In pꝛoceſſe of time, liuing together accozding 
to their cuſtome, the mar ied Gentleman entred againe in⸗ 
to greater Jelouſie than euer he did, cõmaunding bis wike 
to beare no moꝛe that countenaunce towards bim tbat ſhe 
was wont to doe. Mhiche commaundem ent ſhe tolde her 
buſbandes companion, pꝛaping bim after that time to foz⸗ 
beare to ſpeake vnto her, fo: that ſhe was foꝛbidden to doe 
the like to him. The Gentleman vnder ſtanding by wozdes 
and certaine countenaunces, that bis companion bad not 
cc kept pꝛomiſe be ſayd vnto him in great choler . To be Fas 
« lous(my companion) is a thing naturall. But bicauſe thou 
cc diddeſt weare vnto me by othes not to diſſemble, J can by 
c no meanes foꝛbeare anp longer. Foꝛ J did euer thinke that 
ce betwene thyne harte and mine, there could be no let and 
cc jintetruption: but to my great griefe and without anye 
tc fault on my part, 3 doe ſee the contrarie . Fo2 as muche as 
ce thou art not only very ialous betwene thy wife & mee, but 
cc alſo thou wouldeſt diſſimulate and couer the ſame, ſo that 
tc in the ende thy maladie and diſeaſe continuing ſo long , is 
cc altered into mere malice: and lyke as dure loue hath bene 
ce the greateſte that Hathe bene ſeene in oure tyme, even ſo 
te our diſpleaſure and hatred is no we moſte moꝛtall. I haue 
ce done ſo mutche as lpeth in mee, to anopde this inconue⸗ 
te niente, but ſithe thou haſte ſuſpected me ta be an ill man, 
cc and J haue fill ſhewed my ſelfe to be the contrary , J doe 
cc [weare, and ther withal aſſure thee, by my faith, that Jam 
ce the lame thou thinkeſt me to be, and therekode from hence⸗ 


* 
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forth take hedeof me. Fo? ſince ſuſpicion hath ſeparatey 
the from my loue and amitie, deſpite ſhall deuide me from 
thine , And albeit that his companion would haue made 
bim beleue the contrarie, and that hee miſtruſted hym nos 


thing at all, yet he withdzewe his part ol his moueables @ 


goodes that befoze were common betweene them, ſo that 
then both their hartes and goodes were ſo farre ſeparated 
as befoze they were vnited and ioyned together. In ſuche 
wyle as the vnmaried Gentleman neuer ceaſſed till he had 
made his companion Cockolde, accoꝛding to his pꝛomiſe. 


Of a Gentleman that died of loue. 


¶ The piteous death of an Amorouſe Gentleman, for the 
ſlacke comfort geuen him to late, by his beloued. 


The Lx. Nonell. 


Etwene Daulphine and Prouence, 
tbere was a Gentleman, moze riche & 
better furniſhed with beautie, vertue, 


N DON = and good condicions, then with the 
A IM coodes of Fozeune , Tho fill in loue 


; wich accentlewomi that foz this time 
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dall want a name, fo reſpecte of her 
parentes that are come of honczable houſes,# the Gentle⸗ 
mans name alſo ſhalbe vntolde, fo like reſpecte, although 
altogether not ſo honoꝛably allied, as the Gentlewoman 
that he loued, and pet the hiſkozie very certen and true. And 
bfcauſe his degree was not ſo bighe as hers, hee durſt not 
dilcouer his affection. Fo2 the loue which he bare her, was 
ſo good and perfect, as rather would he haue bene tozmen⸗ 
ted with þ panges ok deatb, then couet the leaſt aduauntage 


that might redounde to her diſhonoz. And ſeing his ſtate to 
—— Lit baſle in 
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Of a Gentleman 


baſein relpecte of hers, had no hope to marry her. Where- 
fozehe grounded his loue vpon none other foundation and 
intent, but to loue her with all his power ſo perfectipe as 
was poſſible, which in the ende came vnto her knowledge. 
Aud the Gentlewoman knowing and ſeing the honeſt ami⸗ 
tie, which he bare her, to be ful of vertue, ioyned with chat 
and comly talke, felt her ſelfe right happie to be beloued d 
had in pꝛiſe, ofa perſonage ſo well condicioned pꝛactiſing 
dayly cherefull countinaunce towar des him ( whiche was 
the beſt rewarde he pꝛetended to haue) whereof he concei⸗ 
ued great eaſe and contentment. But malice the cancred 
enemp ok all reſte and quiet, could not long abide this ho⸗ 
neſt and happie life . Fo lone frowning at bis good happe, 
(as malice euer accompanieth a well diſpoſed mynde ) tolde 
the mother of the mapden, howe they marueiled that the 
Gentleman ſhould bee ſo familiar in her houſe, inferring 
therewithall chat the beautie of her daughter was theons 
ly cauſe, with whom they ſawe him many times to vſe ſes 
crete and pꝛiuat ſpeach. The mother which by no meanes 
doubted the honeſtie of the Gentleman, no moꝛe then ſhee 
did of her own childzen, was very ſozie to bnderftand that 
ſome ſhold be offended at p their familiaricy.She thought 
therfoze to ſhunne the cauſe of their offence, And at length. 
(fearing that launder might be raiſed of malice ) ſhe requi⸗ 
rev the Gentleman fo2 a tyme tohauntnomoze her houſe, 
as he was wont to doe. A thing to him ok harde digeſtion, 
knowing his own innocencie, 9 leſſe deſert to be eſtranged 
from the houſe,fo2 reſpect of the honeſt talke he vſed to the 
vonge Gentlewoma, Motwithſtanding, to ſfoppe the rage 
ok malicious tongues,he withdzew himlelk, till he thought 
the bzute was ceaſed,and then retourned after his wonted 
maner:{Whoſe abſence nothing abzidged his auncift good 
will. And he began no ſoner to be familiar there again, but 
he bnderſtode that the mapden ould be maried to a gent⸗ 
leman, that was not ſo ritche and noble (as ſemed to hym) 
and 


the were beſtawed vpon that Gentleman, and not on hym, 
that had bene ſo long a ſuter. And thereupon conceiued co⸗ 
rage to pzeferre hym ſelfein playne tunes, if chovfe were 
geuen to the maiden. Powebeit, the mother and other of 
her kynne, ſollicited and choſe the other Gentleman be⸗ 
cauſe (in dede) he was moꝛe welthie. Ahereat the pooze 
Gentleman fretted with diſpleaſure , ſeing that his Ladie 
ſhould fo2 woꝛldly mucke be defraudedofher greateſt joye, 
by little and little without other maladie, began to lan⸗ 
gutſhe, and in litle tyme was ſo altered, as in his face ap- 
peared the vifage of death . Neuerthelelle he could not foz- 
- beare the houſe of his beloued, but continually from time 
to time made his repaire thether to fede himſelfe with the 
baulme of that beautie, which he thought would pꝛolong 
his dayes, but it was the onely abꝛidgement. In thende the 
poyſon he ſucked by the vie we of that beautie, conſumed 
his ſtrength,and fozce failing him, was conſtrained to kepe 
his bedde. IA bereot he would not aduertiſe her whome he 
loued, fo2 greuing her, knowing well that ſhe would bee 
tozmented with the newes . And ſo ſuffring him ſelfe to 
to runne the race of paſt recourpe. loſt alſa bis appetite to 
tate 02 dꝛinck, and there withall his ſlepe and reſt fayled, in 
ſuche plight as within ſhoꝛt ſpace he was conſumed in vis 
ſage and face, as it grewe to bee vglie and cleane out of 
knowledge. Bꝛought to this lowe eſtate, one of his frends 
certifted the motber of his miſtrcs, that was a very chart- 
table and kinde Gentlewoman, and loued ſo well the man, 
ag ik all their parentes and kin ne had bene of hers, and the 
mapdens opinid they would haue pꝛeferred the honeſtie of 
him, be foꝛe the great ſubſtãce of che other. But the frendes 
of the fathers ſive by no meanes would conſent vnto it. Pet 
the good gentlewoman & her daughter (oz all the others 
frowardnes)vouchlafed to viſit » pooze gẽtlemã whõ they 
Ll iii. faund 
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and therfoze he thought he ſhould receiue great wrong if 
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Of a Gentleman 


kounde, rather declining towards death, ehẽ in hope of life- 
And knowing bis ende to appꝛoche, be was ſhziuen and re* 
teiued the holy Sacrament, purpoling of pꝛeſent paſſage 
by panges ok death, neuer to ſee any of his frendes againe. 
Being in this caſe and pet ſeing her, whome he counted to 
be his life and ſauftie, felte ſuche ſoudden recoue rie, as hee 
thꝛewe hym ſelke alofte his bedde and ſpake theſe woꝛdes 

ce ynto her. What cauſe hath dziuen pou hither (Miſtres 
cc mpne) by takyng paines to vilite bim, who hath one of his 
ce feete alreadie within the graue, the other ſtepping after 
cc with tonuenient ſpeeve , fo2 execution whereof pou bee the 
ce gnely Inſtrument. Howe ſo ſir ſayde the mother. Is it poſ- 
ce ſible that hee, whome we ſo derely loue, can receiue death 
cc bp our offences: I pꝛap you ſir to tell me, what reaſon lea⸗ 
ec deth you to ſpeake theſe woꝛdes. Padame ſapde he, ſo long 
ce as Icould, J diſſembled the loue, that J bare to mp deare 
cc Miſtres pour daughter: So it is that my parentes and 
ce frendes ſpeaking ofa mariage betwene her and mee, haue 
ce clattred thereot moe nedeles woozdes then J deſired , bp 
ce waping the miſhap that might inſue,and nowe doth happe 
cc paſtall hope not foz mp particular pleaſure, but bicauſe J 
cc knowe with none other ſhe ſhalbe ſo well intreated no} be⸗ 
cc {oued as ſhe ſhould haue bene with me. The benefit which 
cc Tee that ſhe bath loſt, is che moſt perfect frende © beſt af- 
cc fected ſeruaunt that euer ſhee had in this wozlde, the loſle 
ce wherof ſommoneth death to arreſt the carcaſe, that ſhould 
ce haue bene imployed fo2 her ſeruite, which intierly was cõ⸗ 
ce ſerued and ſhould haue bene fo2 her ſake. But ſithe nowe it 
ce can ſerue her to no purpoſe, the ſimple loſſe, ſhall redounde 
ce to greateſt gaine. I meane m ſelfe (good Ladies) bothe 
ce that licth bew2apped in death befoze your faces, whoſe 
ce withered clammes hath catched p ſame within ber reach, 
cc and hath warned the clocke to tolle the dolefull bell fo 
cc his pooze louyng ghoſte, nowe ſtretchynge out fox the 
cc winding ſhete to ſyꝛowde his maigre cozps, all * 
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with the watche and toile, that ſuch pooze men (affected th 45 
like care)do feele. It is my ſelfe, that erſt was rouing a- ,5 
mid the troupe of Courtlie knightes decked with comely = 
face, whole hewe dame nature ſtayned with che colours of 55 
her golden art. Itis Ip of late was loued of þ Nymphe, „ 
andearthie Goddeſle, who with courtinge countenaunce 5» 
imbzaced the place where J did ſtande, and kiſſed the ſteps »» 
wherein J erode. It is my ſelfe I (aye , that whilom in »» 
paineful bliſſe,did bath my ſelfe,and fedde mine eyes with »» 
the happie viewe of the heauenlieſt creature p euer God »» 
did make. And by koꝛgoing of thoſe iopes by to to much mis 5» 
ſþap,and ſacred famine of curſed mucke, I am thus pined 2 
as pe ſee, and wꝛapte in hopeles ſtate. The mother and »» 
doughter hearinge this complainte, did their indeuour to 
cheere him vp, and the mother {aide vnto him. Be of good 
courage ſir and J pꝛomiſe pou mp fapth, that if God giue 3? 
pou health, my doughter ſhal haue none other huſband but 2? 
pou,and behold her here, whom I commaund to make you ?? 
pꝛeſent pꝛomiſe. The mapden weeping with a virginall 
ſhamefaſtncs,coſented to her mothers heſt. But knowing 
when he was recouered, that he ſhould not haue her, and þ 
the mother was ſo liberal of herf ayze woꝛds, to recomfoꝛt 
him and allaye if he might reſtoze dim. Me ſaid vnco them, »» 
that i choſe woꝛds had bin pzonoftced thꝛee monethes paſt, »2 
he had vin the luſtieſt æ moſt happie gentlemi of Fraũce: 5» 
But helpe offcedſo late, was paſt beliefe and hope. But 5» 
when he ſaw, that they went about to fo2ce him to beleeue 
it, he ſaidvnto them. Now that I ſee pe go about to pꝛo- ,, 
mile the good tourne which can neuer chaunce vnto mee, „ 
pea although cõſent ioyned wich vnfapned pꝛomiſe deſires „ 
the effect, fo2 reſpect of che feeble ſtate wherein Jam. Pet, 
let me craue one thing at pour hands, karre leſle then that „ 
pee offer, which hitherto I neuer durſt be ſo bolde to aſke. „ 
Mhereunto they both aſſented and ſwoze to per foꝛme it, 


intreating him not to be aſyhamed corequyze it. I humbly 
beleech 
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ct heleech ye(quoth hee) to deliuer her into mine armes wh 
< pee haue pꝛomiſed tobe my wife , and commaunde her to 
© {mb2ace and kiſſe me. The mapden not vſed to ſuch pꝛiuie 
ſutes, ne yet acquainted with ſuch ſecrete facts, made ſome 
difficultie, but her mother gaue her expzeſſe comaundemTc 
to doe it, percepuing in him no likelihode oz foꝛce of a man 
to liue. The maiden then vpon that commaundement, ad⸗ 
uaunced herſelfe vppon the bedde of the pooze pacient, ſap⸗ 
ing vuto him. Dir J beſeech pou to be ok good cheere. The 
languiſhing creature, ſo hard as he could foꝛ hisextreeme 
debilitie, ſtretched fo2th his faint conſumed armes, and w 
al the koꝛce of his body imbꝛaced the cauſe ok his death, and 
kiſlinge her with his colde and wanne mouth, belde her ſo 
ce long as he could. Aud then ſpake vnto the mapden. The 
ce loue which J haue bozne you hath bin ſo great, and good 
cc will ſo honeſt, as neuer (mariage excepted) J wiſhed anye 
cc other thinge of you, but that which J pꝛeſentlye haue, 
ec thzoughe the wante whereol and with the ſame J will top» 
«c fully render my ſpirſte to God, who is the parfaicte Loue, 
ce and trueſt Charitie, whoe knoweth the greatnes of my 
cc loue t the honeſtie of my deſtre: humblie beſeeching him, 
ce (that nowe J hauing my deſtre betweene mine armes, ) to 
ce iuterteigne my ghoſt win his blefſed boſome. And in ſap» 
ing ſo he caught her againe betweene his armes with ſuch 
bebemencie, as 5 feeble hart not able to abide that aſſault, 
was abandoned of all powers and mouinges: Foz the ins 
ſtant iope ſo dilated & ſtretched foꝛth the ſame , as the ſiege 
of the ſoule gaue ouer, making his repaſre 6 flighte to his 
Creatoz. And becauſe the ſenceles bodpe reſted withoute 
life, it gaue ouer his holde. Howbeit the loue, which the 
Damoſell had ſtill kept ſecrete, at that time ſhewed ft ſelf 
fo ſtronge and mightie, ag the mother and ſeruauntes of þ 
dead gentleman had much a do to ſeperate that union: but 
by koꝛce they haled away the liuing, almoſt deade with the 
deade, And the kunerall was done wyth honourable exe 
quics* 
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quies : but the greateſt triumph was ſpent in teares, wee- 
pinges and crpes, ſpeciallp by che gentlewoman, which ſo 
much moze were manifeſte after his death, as befoze in his 
like time they were diſſembled, beſtowinge them as an exe 
piacion oz ſacrifice, to ſatiſfie the wzong ſhe had done vnto 
bim. And afterwards(as J baue heard tell) ſhe was ma⸗ 
ried to one, foʒ mitigaciõ of her ſoꝛow, that neuer was pars 
taker ofthe iope ol her harte. See here good Ladies an 
Image ok perkect loue, chat ſo muche had ſeazed vpon thak⸗ 
kections of this amozous Gentlemã, as the pange neuer 
gaue auer, till death (the reſt of all troubles) had deuided 
like from the body, Net ſome perchaũce koz the deſperate 
part ofthis hopeles louer, will terme him to be a fonde [os 
ning koole: and ſap that it is not meete that thep ſhould ne⸗ 
glecte theyꝛ lines koʒ womens lakes, which were not crea⸗ 
ted but foz their helpe and comſoꝛte . And that being true 
as verifped and auouched by Scriptures, there is no cauſe 
ok leare to demaunde that ot them, which God hath enioy⸗ 
ned them to giue vs. In deede a lenſuall loue, and ſuch as 
is grounded to latiſipe beaſtly luſte, is a thinge hozrible to 
Nature, and abhominable in the ſight of him chat made 
both thoſe creatures, whom he fraughted with reaſon and 
knowledge, fo refuſall of choſe vices, which are onely to 
be applied to beaſtes bopde of reaſon, But loue founded in 
the ſople of Uertue, fo2 anopding carnall luſt exercized in 
the ſtate of Medlocke, oz firſf begonne and pꝛactized fo 
that ende, is very ciuil and to be honoured. And if that loue 
attaine not equall ſucceſſe, thzough parents default o2 vn- 
kindnes of frendes 02 other humane accidents, if that loue 
ſo perce the hart, oꝛ otherwyſe afflict the pacient with dil⸗ 
paire of helpe, and ſo occaſioneth death, it is not to be ter⸗ 
med kollie o2 dotage, but to be celebzated with honourable 
titles. The honeſt amitie then of this gentleman, boꝛne 
log time to this gentlewomã, meriteth euerlaſting pꝛaiſe. 
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Fo to finde ſuch great chaſtitie in an amozous bart, is ras 
ther a thing deuine then humaine. A mocton moued aboue 
amongs the heauenly route, and not an Act wzoughtin þ 
groſenes ok mans fntirmitie, 


A Gentlewoman of the Courte, very pleaſauntly re- 
compenced the ſeruice of a kinde ſeruaunte of hers, that 
purſued her with ſeruice of loue. 


The 61. Nou ell. 


2571/32 the Courte ok king Fraunces, tbe firſt 
of chat name, not longe ſitbens Frenche 
king. the graunde father of Henry the 3. 
of that name now raigning. There was 
a Gentlewomi of good grace and inter 
teignment, wanting not both minde and 

witte, ſuch as the like of her ſexe, are not 
to ſeeke, vnder what climate, ſoeuer they be bozne & bzed, 
whoſe comly demeaner,curceous behauiour, and eloquent 
ſpeache , was agreeable to her other qualities of natures 
giftes: whereby ſhe gayned the hartes and good minds of 
nombers of ſeruauntes, with whom ſhee was cunning ys 
nough to ſpend her time,(hauing reſpect to the ſauftie and 
ſaufgard of her hono2, which ſhe pꝛeferred befoze all other 
ſolace)by ſach delectable conſumptis of time, as they that 
could not tell howe els to implote their leaſure,thoughte 
themſelues moſt bleſſed, if thepmight attaine the delights 
full pꝛeſence of this well nourtered Dame. Fox they that 
made greateſt aſſuraunce of her fidelitie, were in diſpapze, 
aud the moſt deſperat were pet in ſome hope to winne her, 
Dowbeit in deceyuing the moſt nomber, ſhe could not foꝛ⸗ 
beare intirely to loue one, who fo2 his part was not able to 
plaie che counterfair, to colour the ſubſtance of his longe 
purſute 
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purſute . But as nothing is ſure & ſtable, their loue tours 
ned to diſpleaſure,and byfrequent renewing of what was 
well know:n,the hole Court was not ignozaunt, what de⸗ 
uocion thone did beare to thother . One day the Gentle⸗ 
woman,aſwell to let him know that his affection was not 
beſtowed in vaine, as to make him to feele ſome {ſmart and 
paine foꝛ his louing ſeruice,the moze louingly to foꝛde him 
on, with pꝛeety moꝛſells of her diſlembling concept, made 
ſhow vnto him of greater fauour, then euer ſhe did befoze. 
Foz which cauſe be p was faultles either in deedes of ar⸗ 
mes, 02tn pꝛoweſſe of loue, begã lively & valiãtlp to folow 
ber, to whom long befoze with gentlenes and humilitie he 
had manp times bin a ſuppliante . Who fayning that ſhee 
was not able any longer to reſt obſtinate, made (ſemblance 
of a womanlp pitie and accoꝛded to his demaund. Telling 
bim that foz reſpect of his tedious trauaile, ſhe was nowe 
diſpoſed to go to her chamber,(which was in a Gallerie of 
the Caſtell where that time the kinge did lie) where thee 
knew was none that could hinder, what they two tnteded, 
Willing him not to fatle but ſo ſone as he ſaw her depart 
the place ſhe was in,to folow after to her chamber, where 
he ſhould ftade her alone, tarping fo2 him with good deuo⸗ 
con, The gentleman belecuinge her appointmente, was 
readie to leape out of his ſkinne fo2 ioye: and therewithall 
began to dalye and ſpozt with other Ladies, attending the 
time ok her departure. She wanting not the pzactize of a⸗ 
ny fine ſleight oꝛ ſubtile pollicie, moſt pꝛegnaunte in birds 
of her Aprie, called two o the greateſt Ladies to the pꝛe⸗ 
ſent chamber window and ſaid vnto them. If it may pleaſe >» 
you good Ladies, Iwill diſcouer vnto pou tbe pꝛe tic ſt pal 
time of the woꝛld. They which hard the griek of Melãcho⸗ 
lie, beſoughte her to tell what it was. Thus it is (q thee) ?? 
Such a gentleman, whom you know very well, to be both? 
boneſt and vertuous, hath longe time (as partlie you haue 


by to much experience ſeene,) gone about divers wapcs to“? 
| wining 
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©. Winne that, which be ſhall neuer get. Foz when J began 


to applie my kancie towards him, he (vncõſtant)ceaſed not 
* to couet and folow other Ladies with like purſute hee did 


« me:whereat I concepued ſuch,moze then ſpitekull hatred, 


cc AB notwithſtanding my outwarde ſemblaunce, J coueted 


. ** reuenge. Nowe therefoze Paiſtreſſe, Occalton hath lente 


me a poꝛcion of opoꝛtunitie, to be requited of his vaine ano 


E . lickle lute. Which is, that hauinge appointed him to come 
© to my chamber, whither he meaneth pꝛelẽtly to follow me, 
00 it mape pleaſe you to giue heedefull eye and watch: and p 


when hee haty paſſed alonge the Galerie, and is gone vp 


, the tapers , that both of you wil recline pour heads out of 
e this window to helpe me ſinge che holding ofthe Caroll x 


Imeane to chaunte vnto him. And then ſhall yowſee tze 


: raging choler of this Gentleman, that at other times pꝛe⸗ 


ſumed to be a quiet Suter: wherat perhaps thzough his 


2 malapert bolones, it cannot dach his bluſhles face, but pet 


if he do not deale vnto me like ſpiteful repꝛoch in open hea⸗ 


5 «c ting „J know full well in hart he will wiſhe me x. M. mil⸗ 


** chifes. This cõcluſton was not ſpoken wout treble laughs 
ter. Foꝛ there was no gentleman in all che Courte, p hav 
warred ſo much with che woman kind as hee, e pet welbe⸗ 
loued q eſteemed of euery one, that liſted not to be intrap⸗ 
ped within his daunger. Therfoze theſe Ladies thinking 
to carte awape ſome part ot the gloꝛie, which one alone ho⸗ 
ped to atchieue vpon this gentleman, were contente to aſs 
ſent to the others liking, So ſone then as they law her des 
part, that purpoſed this enter pꝛile, they began to eſpie the 
countenaunce of che betrayed partie, who pauſed not log, 
befoze he exchaunged the place. And when he was oute of 
the chamber, the Ladies trayned after, to loſe no part of þ 
ſpoꝛt, and went the faſter that he might not be out of theyz 
ſight. And he that doubted not the ſucceſſe, thꝛew his cape 
avout his necke to hide his face, # went downe the ſtaiers 
out inta the Court, and afterwards mounted bp * 
ut 
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But percepuing ſome appꝛoche which be was loth Houly 
be a witnes, he wee downe againe, returning another wap 
on the other ſide. All which the Ladies lawe, vnknowen to 
him. But when he came to the ſtapers where he beleeued 
berely,þbe might ſurely enter into his aiſtres chiber: þ 
two Ladies put theyz heads out of the window, and incon⸗ 

tinent iy percepued the gentle woman alofte, crying out a 
lowde, A theefe,a theefe : IAhervnto they two below afiz »5 
{wered with ſo vebement voyce, doubling the others puts 
crie,as all the caſtell ronge of it. J leaue fo2 you to con⸗ 
ſider, in what deſpite this gentleman fled to his lodgiage, 
but not lo cloſely, but that he was ouertaken by thoſe that 
knew this miſterie: who afterwards oktẽtimes repꝛoched 
tbis fact vnta him, ſpeciall ſhe that had deuiſed p reuenge, 
But hee had armed himſelfe with aunſwers and defences 
ſo readelp, as he told them that he kozeknew their deuiſe. 
and mente nothing by bis pilgrimage but to ſolace his be- 

loued. Foz ok her lone long time befoze he was out of 

all hope, as hauing reaſonable pꝛoote by bis longe 
purſute and ſeruice. Powbeit the Ladpes would 
not hold bis excuſe fo2 a veritie, which euen 
to this day hangeth in ſuipence, 
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Of Rolandine the chaſte. 


C The honeſt and maruellous loue of a mayden of noble 
houſe,andof a gentleman that was baſe borne,and howea 
Queenedid impeche and let their mariage, with the wiſe 
aunſwere of the may de to the Queene. 
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# Dcre was in Fraunce a Queene, who 
Am 10 in her company # traine bꝛoughte vp 
— many maydens,p were iſſued ok great 
and honourable pzogenie . Amonges 
other tbat ſerued this Queene there 
3 was one named Rolandine, which 

— —— was nere kinne to the Queene. But 
ſhe koꝛ a certaine diſpleaſure concepued againſt her father, 
bare vnto the ponge gentlewoman no greate good will, 
This Maiden, although ſhee was none ofthe fapzeſt, vet ſo 
wyſe and vercuous as many great Lozds and perſonages 
made ſute to her foꝛ mariage, to whom ſhe rendzed fo2 ears 
neſt ſutes, cold aunſweares : becauſe ſhee knew her father 
to be mote bent to keeping ofmoney, then to thaduaunce⸗ 
ment of his childꝛen. And her Paiſtreſſe (as is befoze ſaid) 
bare vnto her ſo little fauour as they which eſteemed the 
Nueenes good grace, woulde neuer make anpe ſute vnto 
her, Thus by kathers negligence and Maiſtres dildaine, 
pooʒe gentlewoman remapned long time vnmaried. And 
as ſhee that foꝛcibly was payned, not ſo much foz griefe of 
mariage, as fo2 that ſhee was not required oꝛ ſued vnto, be« 
came ſo werie of wozldlp life, as deuoutly ſhe bent herſelfe 
to G DD; and by koꝛſakinge the topes and bꝛauerie of the 
Courte, paſſed her time in p2ayer, o2 els in other vertu⸗ 
ous exerciſe. And by — — to this kinde of 
life, ſhe ſpent her pouth ſo ſoberlf? c deuoutly as was poſs 
ſible fo2 a woman to do. Uhen ſhe appꝛoched nere p age 
of xxx. peares, there was a gentleman a baſtarde bozne,of 
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right honozable houſe euery curteous 4 honeſt perſonage, 
whole riches & beautie was ſuch, as no Lady oꝛ gentlewo⸗ 
man foꝛ pleaſure would haue choſen him to huſbãd. This 
poo2e gentleman was voide of frends foꝛ maintenaunce of 
lyuing, & bnhappte in mariage ſutes, although he purſued 
many,till at length he boꝛded this pooze Gentlewoma Roe 
landine: foz thetr Foxtunes,coplextons & condictons were 
berp like, æ by vſe ofſcuerall complaints made one to ano» 
tber, ech ofthemfell in erneſt love with the other, And be⸗ 
ing both thꝛall vnto miſhap, they ſought deſired cotozte by 
vertuous & honeſt talke. And by þ vſe e krequt̃tacid grea⸗ 
ter loue increaſed ⁊ grew betwene them. Thoſt which had 
ſcene maiden ſo ſtraungly retired krõ wonted demeanoz, 
as (he would ſpeake to none, now marking her continual⸗ 
lie to interteigne the baſtard gentleman, incontinentip c0- 
teiued ill opinion of her, e told the mother of p Queencs 
matds (called Modeſta)p ſhe ought not to ſuffer ſuch fami⸗ 
liaritie betweene them. Which repozt Modeſta reuealed 
to Rolandine, ſapinge þ divers perſons did ſpeake euill of 
her, foꝛ vᷣ ſhe vſed to talke w the baſtard, that neither was 
of ſufficient abilitie foꝛ her to marie, ne pet of beautie woe 
thie to be beloued. Rolandine which daily was moe rebu⸗ 
ke d fo her auſteritie of life, thẽ fo2 woꝛldly topes, ſapd bit» 
to Modeſta her gouerneſſe. Alas, mother pou ſee p I canot ?? 
haue a huſband acco2ding to the woꝛthines of my bloud, g ?? 
that dailye J haue auopded thoſe which be beautifull and 23 
ponge: foꝛ fe ire to incurre the inconuenience wherinta J * 
baue ſcene other to fall. And now hauing choſen this wiſe 3? 
and vertuous gentleman, who pzeacheth vnto me wozds 2? 
that be good and godly, what wꝛang do they to me make ?? 
this repoꝛt, ſtth in this honeſt oꝛder J do receiue conſolact» 32 
on of my griefes + The good old Lady who loued the mat» 2? 
den ( which ſhe called maiſtreſſe ) as herſelfe laid vnfo ber. 
I fee well, that you are woxſe delt withall at pour father 52 
and maiſtres handes then you deſerue, Powbeit ſith luch * 
Mm repozte 
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Of Rolandine the chaſte. 


cc report is made of pour hono2,pou ought to rekuſe toſpeake 
cc vnto him, although he were your nacurall brother.Rolans» 
cc dine weeping laide vnto her: Pother fo2 lo much as pou 
cc adaiſe me therunto, J wil perfozme pour requeſt, although 
ce it be very ſtraunge y without ſlaunder, a woman can haue | 
ce nocomfozt oꝛ ſeeke freedome without miſrepozt, The ba⸗ 
ſtard gentleman, as he was befoze accuſtomed, came to vis 
ſite her, but ſhe told him (a karre of )thoſe wozds which her 
gouernelſe had (aid vnto her. And with teares pꝛaped him 
torefraine fo2 a time toſpeake vntoher, vutill the bzute x 
rumoꝛ were ſomewhat appatſed:which thing be did at ber 
requeſt. But during this long time, either okthem having 
loſte their conſolacton, began to keele ſuch tozment within 
themſelues, as ſhee foꝛ her part neuer kelte the like, She 
ceaſed not from pꝛaping vnto God, from goinge on pilgri⸗ 
mage, and faſting:foz this vnacquainted loue, bzought her 
to ſuch diſquiet as ſhe could not reſt che ſpace of one houre. 
CUlherewith che noble baſtard was no leſle tozmeced, But 
be, which bad alreadie minded in hart to love her and pur⸗ 
ſite her till mariage, and bauing reſpecte(fo2 loue ſake)to 5 
honoꝛ he ſhould acquire by the ſame, thought to finde mea⸗ 
nes to declare his minde vnto ber, aboue al chings to get 
the good wil of her gouerneſſe: which he did, declaring vn. 
to her the milerie wherein ber pooze maiſtreſſe remapned, 
which was voide of al comfozt & other frendſhip. Then the 
p2a2e old Lady Modeſta, gaue him thankes fo2 the honeſt 
affection that hee bare to her maiſtreſſe. And deuiſed meas 
nes, how the two louers might impart their minds toge- 
ther. Rolandinefapnedherſeife to be ſicke of a Pygrim 
paine in her heade, the bzute of whoſe maladie was fearcd 
to be greater then it was, and ſo concluded betwene them 
that when her companion were gone into p chamber, they 
two ſhould remaine together alone to ſatiſſie ech other w 
mutuall talke, The baſtard Gentleman was er glad, 
and ruled himlelte holy by the councell of the Gouerneſſe, 
in ſuch 
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in ſuch ſozt as when he liſte, be ſpake vnto his louer # vers 
tuous Lady: but this contentacion did not indure. Fo} the 
Queene who loued her but a little, inquired what Rolan⸗ 
ame did ſo long in her Chamber, and one made aunſwere 
that it was by reaſon of ber ſicknes. Albeit there was as 
nother which knewe to well the cauſe of her abſente, ſapde „ 
vnto her, that the ioye which Rolandine had to ſpeake vu- „ 
to the baſtard was able to eaſe her Pygrim. The Queene 5 
which found out the veniall ſinnes ok other, by moztall of- 
fences in herſelfe,ſent foꝛ her, foꝛbad her in any wpſe not 
to ſpeake vnto the baſtard, except it were in the hall oz w- | 
in her owne Cbãber. The Gentlewoman made as though 
ſhe vuderode her not, but mildlic aunfwered that, if Gee 24 
knew any talke betweene them might offend her maieltte, 
fe would neuer ſpeake vnto him againe Not withſtan⸗ 2 
ding ſhe determined to finde out ſome other ſecret meanes | 
that y Queene ſhould not know of their meeting. CU bich * 
was this. The wedneſday,fridape and Saturdap, the gens 36-4 
tlewomã vſed to faſt,x fo2 that purpoſe kept bet Chamber fe. 
w her Gonerneſſe Modeſta,where ſhe had lepſure to talke * 
(whileſt the reſte did ſuppe ) with hum whom the began ſa 27 
earneſtlie to loue. And as cõſtrainte of time did fozce their 7 
talke to be ſhozte , the greater was their affe ction in vtte« 
raunce of the lame: becauſe fo2 the doing therof they ſtole 
time, as the theefe doth his deſired pzaye . This oꝛder of 1 
their contentacion could not pꝛoceede ſo ſecretelp, but that "pi 
a certafne varlet ayeoman ofthe Chamber, chaũced colee 4, 
bim reſozt vnto her vpõ a faſting dap, i told it in ſuch place 1 
wher of ſome hearer it was diſclofed to þ Queene herſelf, "ht 
who was ſo ſoꝛe offended as neuer after þ time þ pooze ba⸗ 1 
ſtard gentlemã durſte once attẽpt to go inta y maidẽs chã· 
ber againe. And to thintẽt þ he might not loſe ᷣcõᷣmodity 
of talke w her, whã he ſo derelp loued, oftentimes he fap⸗ 
ned himſelke to go on pilgrimage, e in þ evening returncd 
top Church e chapell of the Caſtel, in the habite ok a frier. 
Om it. cozla- 
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02 Iacobin (fo wel diſguiſed altered, as no creature could 

know him) and thither repatred the geutlewoman Rolan⸗ 

dine, with ber Gouerneſſe to enterteigne him De mar⸗ 

king the great loue that ſhe bare him, feared not to ſap vnto 
cc her: Madame, vou ſee 5 daunger which J baſard foz your 
ce ſeruice, and the warnings that the Queene bath giuen fo 
oc gur talke. You ſee on thother ſide what a father you haue, 
© whocareth not after what ſoꝛt he beſtow pou in mariage. 
© And yon bauinge refuſed ſo many greate (fates and noble 
© men, J know not one, either farre oz neare,thatis minded 
© tobhaite you, J conkeſſe my ſeife to be but pooze, and that 
e you map marie diuers gentlemen of greater reputacion & 
© richeſſe, then Jam. But ik loue and good wil were deemed 
de treaſure and richeſſe, then woulde J pꝛelume to be the ri⸗ 
e chelt gentleman ofthe wozld. God hath indowed pou with 
© creat plentie of goodes, and pou are pet in choiſe to haite 
© moꝛe: And ik J were ſo happie as you would vouchſafe to 
ce choſe me koꝛ pour huſband, would accompt my lelke to be 
«© vnto you both hutband,frend and ſeruaunt, all the dayes of 
ce mp life, And agaiue, if you ſhould take one equall to pour 
© nobilitie (a thinge very harde to finde) he woulde rule aud 
© gouerne ouer pou, and haue moze reſpecte to your goodes, 
© then to pour per ſon, to pour beautie then to pour vertue: & 
ce in triumphinge with diſpence of that you haue, hee maye 
© chaunce to intreate pou otherwiſe then you deſerue. The 
<< deſtre okthis contentacion, and the feare that J haue, leaſt 
c you ſhould graunte it to ſome other, do koꝛce me to beſeech 
se pou, that by one only meanes pou would make me happie. 
c and pour ſelfe the moſt contented # beſt intreated womã p 

euer was Rolandine giuing eare ta pᷣ cõmunicatiõ which 

thee herſelfe ment to haue pꝛonounced, aunſwered him w 

« Toute courage, Jam very glad & wel pleaſed j v you haue 

© begunne z p ſute pour ſelfe,which J of long time baue deter 

©. mined to bzeake vnto you: foꝛ which cauſe theſe two peres 

E paſt as pou know, J haue not ceaſed to thincke and deuiſe 
all 
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allthe reaſons and arguments foz and againſt you, that J 
couldinuent , But in thende fo2 ſo much as Jdomeane to. ” 
take vpon me the fate of Patrimonie, it is time that J be. 
gin tochoſe ſuch hulbande, with whom J ſhall in mp con» | 
ſcience like to liut atreft and quiet. all the dayes of mp life. * 
And amidde all the troupe of my thoughts in choiſe, J tã· ?? 
not finde anye one, were be neuer ſo faire, riche oz noble, W 
whom my hart and minde can ſo well agree and match as 
with pou. I know þ by marping ol pou F hall not offende m7 
God, but rather do the thinge that hee cõmaundeth. And +: 
touching my Lord my father, be bath had ſo litle conſidera , - * 0 
cion of mp pꝛeferment, a ſo often refuſed it, as the law now | wh 
will ſuffice, that I giue my ſelfe in mariage withonte his 16 
conſent, and therefoze cannot viſenherite me, oz wozthelp ?? 
thincke ill ofme. And by bauing a huſband(a thing apper- „ 80 
tinent to women kinde ) luch as pou be, J ſhall efteeme mp *? 
ſelfe the richeſt woman of the woꝛlde. As for tte Quetne Wh. 
mp maiſtreſſe, J oug bte nat to take any care d remozfe of *? 4 
conſcience by diſpleaſing her, to obey God: foz ſhe hath not A 7 
teaſed to binder that aduauncement, which in my pouth J *? 
mig bte haue had, and bp paine and diligence towards ber, 
did well deſerue. But to theud pau may vnderſtand, that = 
loue and good will which I beare you, is founded vppon ?? 
vertue, and honoz, pou ſhat! pꝛomiſe me, 5; if I doe accozde * 
this mariage,pou ſhall neuer purchaſe oz require the ton ?? 
ſũmation thereok, vntill mp father be deade,ozels do inde „ 
ſome meanes to make him confente hereunto . U bich the | 
baſtard gentleman willingly did graunt: aud vppontheſe 
p2omiles g termes, either of them gaueeche other a ringe 
in the name ofmariage,and did kifle together in þ Church 
be koꝛe God, whom they toke to witnes of their aſſurance, æ 
neuer after betwene them was any other pꝛiuie fact comic 
ted, but only killing. This litle eaſemt̃t of mind did great⸗ * 
ip ſatiſfie þ harts ot theſe 2. perfect louers:æ were a great | . 
while wout ſeing ech other, liuing only by this aſſurance, k 
Pm iii. There 1 


EE == 


23 


Of Rolandine the chaſte. 


There was no place where honour mighte be gotten , but 
thereuato the baſtarde made his repaire with ſo great de⸗ 
light, as hethoight he cauld neuer be pooꝛe foꝛ reſpect of 
that riche wife which God had pꝛouided fo2 bim. Which 
wyke in his abſence , did euer continue her ablolute amitie 
towards that gentleman, And although many made ſute, 
pet they receyued none other aun{were from her but deni⸗ 
all, and fo2 that ſhe had remayned ſo long time vnmaried, 
ſhe was minded neuer to take vppon her that ſtate. This 
ber aunſwere was ſo generall as the Queene heard of it, 

cc and aſked her foꝛ what occaſion ſhee was ſo determined. 

cc Rolandineſaide vnto her, that it was to obey her: foꝛ that 
gc (hee knew ſhee would neuer ſuffer her to marie, becauſe in 
gs time and place where ſhe might haue bin honozablie thats 
cc ched to her well liking, ſhe denied the ſame, and that 5 vers 

66 tue of paciente, had taugbt her to content herſelfe with the 
ſkate wherein ſhe was. And ſtill as ſhe was ſued fo} fn ma⸗ 
riage, ſhe rendꝛed like aunſwere. When the warres were 
ended, and the baſtarde returned to the Courte, hee neuer 
ſpake vnto him in open pꝛeſence, but wente alwapes into 
ſome Church to interteigne him vnder colour of Confeſſte 
on: foʒ the Queene had fo2bidden both him and her, that 
they ſhould not talke together, buleſſe it were befoze come 
panpe vpon paine of loſſe of their liues. But honeſt loue, 
which keareth na defence, was moze pꝛeſt to fiad meanes, 
fo: their mutuall calke, then their enemies were ready to 
ſeperate the lame: and vnder the habite o2 colour of all the 
religions they could deuiſe, ctbey cõtinued that boneſt ami⸗ 
tie, vntil the king remoned into a houſe of pleaſure, not fo 
nere as p Ladies were able ta go on foote to that Church, 
as they were to the Church of the Caſtell, which was not 
ſituate in ſuch conueniente wyſe fo their purpoſe, as they 
could ſecretelp repaite (bnder colour ot conkeſſion) to talke 
togetber: not withſtanding ik on the one ſide occaſiũ fapled, 
loue found out another op their cõtentment. Foz there ar⸗ 

riued 


nere kin. This Lady w her ſonne were lodgedin the kings 
houle, the chamber of this yong pꝛince was far beyond v 
body of the lodging, where ÿ king himſelfe did lie: but ſo 
nere vnto Rolandines Chamber as he might both ſee and 
ſpeake vnto her foz their windowes were pꝛoperlie and di⸗ 
rectly placed at either coꝛner ofthe houſe. In which cham 
ber (being ouer the ball) were lodged al ö Ladies of honoz, 
the cõpanions of Rolandinc. ho beholding many times 
the pong king at window, cauſed the baſtard to be aduer⸗ 
tiʒed therof by her gouerneſſe 2 who after he had well be⸗ 
boiden the place, made as though de had great delighte to 
read vpon a bookc of the knightes of the Round Table, 5 
lay in the chamber window of the pong king. And whene⸗ 
uery man was gone to dinner, be pꝛaped the peomã toſuf- 
fer him to make an end ok the hiſtozie, c to ut him within 
the chamber. The other which knew him to be the kinſmã 
of his maiſkres, an aſſured mã, ſuffred him to read ſo lg 
as he liſte. On thother ſide Rolandme tame vnto her win⸗ 
dow, who to lind occaſton to tatrie there the loger, fapned 
to haue a paine in her leg, æ dined & ſupped in ſo good time, 
as ſhe wẽt no moꝛe to þ oꝛdinarie of the Ladies. Uher ſhe 
began to ſet herſelfe a woꝛke about the making ol a bed of 
Crimſon filke placing her woꝛke vpon the window, as dec 
r ous to be alone. And whe ſhe ſaw no mã to be there, ſhee 
interteigned her huſoãd, to who ſhe might ſpeake in ſecret 
wiſe, ſo as none was able to bnderſtande them. And when 
any perſon came nere, ſhe cougbed g made 2 ſigne pthe ba⸗ 
ard migbt wdzaw himſelfe. They v were appointed to 
watche them, thought budoudtedlie p their loue was paſt 
and ended, becauſe ſht went nat out ol the Chamber, wher 
ſafely he toulde notſee her, fo2 that hee was foꝛbidden the 
ſame. Appon a day the motber of the pong Pyince being 
in ber ſonnes Chamber, repaired tothe windowe where 
that great booke did lie, and ſhee had not ſtated there long, 
but one of Rolandines fellowes which was within her 
Pm Ut. Chamber 
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riutd a Lady to che Court, to whom the baſtard was very 
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Chiber ſaluted her. The Lavy aſked her how Rolandine 
did, whoſayd þ ſhee might verp wel ſee ber, if ic were her 
pleaſure, And cauſed her ta come tothe window wpth ber 
night geare vppon her bead. And after they had talked a 
while ok her ſicknes they withdzew themſelues. The other 
Ladie eſpying the great booke of the Round Table, ſapde 

to her peoman of the Chamber. J do marutile much why 

cc pong men do imploie chemſelues to read ſuch follies, The 
cc peoman made aunſweare, d be marueled much moze, why 
ce inẽ of good pere s, coũted eſteemed wile 4 diſcrete,ſhould 
« haue greater delight in reading of ſuch trifles, the thoſe 5 
cc were pong. And to iuſtiſie p maruel hee told her how her 
cc caſin þ baſtard did ſpend 4.02 5. houres in a day to read vps 
| cc pon the ſame. Upon which wozds by and by ſhe concepued 
the cauſe ok his deepe ſtudie, c charged him to hide himſelf 

in ſome place to mark what he did. Which cõmaũdemẽt þ 
peomanperfozmed, £ perceiued pthe booke which che ba⸗ 
ſtard read vpon, was the window out of which Rolandine 
talked with bim: and therewſthal called co remembzance 
many woꝛds of the lone which they thought to keepe very 
ſecrecte, The next day he reherſcd the ſame vnto his mate 
ftreſſe, who ſent fo2 her coſin the Baſtard, e after many tas 
les told him, ſhe fozvad him to reſoꝛte thither any moꝛe, x 

at night ſhe gaue like warning to Rolandine, thzeatninge 
her þ if ſhe continued in her fond & fooliſh loue, he woulde 
tell the Queene the whole circumſtaunce of her lighte de⸗ 
meaner. Rolandine( nothing aſtonied w thoſe woozds)did 
ſweare p ſith the time ſbe was fozbidden by her maiſtreſſe 
the Queenes maie ſtie, ſhe neuer ſpake vnto him: the troth 
whereof ee might learne alwel of the gentlewomen her 
companions, as ofother ſeruauntes of the houſe- And tou⸗ 
ching the window whereof ſhe ſpake,ſhe boldly aduouched 
that ſhe neuer talked with the Baſtard there. Who(pooze 
gentleman) fearing that bis affapzes would be renealed, 
kepthimſelffarre out from daunger, and longe time after 
FE did 
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did not retourne to the Courte. Yowbeit, he wꝛate many 
times to Rolandine by ſuch ſecret meanes as fo2 all the e. 
ſpiall that the Queene had put, there paſſed no weeke but 
twiſe ac leaſt hee hearde newes from him: and when one 
meanes did fayle hym, hee deuiſed another, and many ty⸗ 
mes ſent a litle Page clothed in colours ( ſo often altered 
and chaunged as hee was ſent ) who ſtaping at the gates 
when the Ladies paſſed by, delyuered his letters pzinelye 
in the middeſt of che pꝛeaſe. Upon a time as the Queene 
fo2 her pleaſure walked into the ſieldes, one which knew 
the Page and had charge to take hede bncothoſe doings, 
ranne after him: But the Page which was a fine boye, 
doubtinge leaſte hee ſhould! be ſearched, conueped hym 
ſelke into a pooze womans houle , where ſpedelie he burnc 
bis letters in the lier, ouer whiche a potte was bopling 
with meate foꝛ her pooze familie. The Gentleman that fol⸗ 
{owed him ſtripped him naked & ſearched his clothes, but 
when he ſawe that he could ſinde nothing, be let bim goe: x 
when he was departed, the olde woman aſked him where⸗ 
foze be learched the bope. CAU ho aunſwered,to finde letters 


which he thought be had about him. Tuſh (quod ſhe)ſerch 35 
no moꝛe, fo2 he hath hidden them verp well. J pꝛape thee 53 
tell me(quod the Gentlemã in what place, hoping to haue 3 


recouered the ſame. But when hee vnderſtode that they 


were thꝛowen into the fire. He well percetuedthatthe boye 


was craftier then him ſelfe . All whiche incontinently hee 
tolde the Queene, notwithſtanding from that time fozthe, 
the baſtard vſed no longer the Page , but ſent one other of 
his olde ſeruauntes, whom he faithfully truſted, # he ( foꝛ⸗ 
getting feare of veathwhiche hee knewe well the Queene 
thꝛeatned on them that had co doe in thoſe affaires) tooke 
vpon him to carrie his maiſters letters to Rolandine. And 
when hee was entred the Caſtell, bee wayted at a certen 
doo2e placed at the foote of a paire of ſtaiers, by whiche the 


ladies paſſed to and fro: where he had not tariev long, but 
a peoman 
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apcoman which at other times had ſene him, knewe bim⸗ 
and thereof tolde the maiſter of the Queenes houſe , who 
ſouddainly made ſearche to appꝛehende him. The fcllowe 
which was wiſe and politique, ſeing that diuers loked vpõ 
bim a far re of, retourned towardes the wall (as though be 
would haue made his water) tearing his letters in lo maup 
{mall peces as he could doe fo? his life, and thꝛew them be⸗ 
binde an olde gate: who had no ſoner done the facte, but hee 
was appꝛehended and thzonghly ſearched, and when they 
tould finde nothing about him, they made him fweare whe 
ther he had brought any letters oꝛ not, vſing bim partly by 
rigoꝛ, and ſome what by faite perſwaſion to make him con- 
felle the truthe. But neither through pꝛomile o2 thzeate, 
they could get any thing at his handes.Repozthereof was 
bꝛought tothe Queene, and one ofthe companie gaue ads 
uiſe that ſearche ſhould be made behind the gate: where he 
was taken. In which place they foun de nothing but lit ie 
veces of letters. Then they cauſed the kinges Confelſox to 
be ſent foꝛ, who recouering the peces lapd them-bpon a ta⸗ 
ble, and red the lettre thaoughout, where the veritie of the 
mariage(ſomuch diſſembled) was thzoughly diſcifered,fo2 
the Baſtard in thoſe letters called her nothingels but wife. 
The Queene not meaning to conceale the fault of her kinſs 
woman(which ſhe ought to haue done) lil into a great rage 
and ſtoꝛme, cõᷣmaunding that the pooꝛe man by al meanes 
poſſible, ſhould be foꝛced to cõfteſſe the true tenoꝛ of that lete 
ter, to thintent that the ſame by his aftirmacion might not 
be denied. But doe what they could, they were not able to 
*© make him alter his foꝛmer tale. They which bad commil⸗ 
* ſion to examine him, bꝛougbt bim to the Niuerſide and did 
put him into a ſack, ſaying that he did lie befoꝛe Gd and þ 
Queene, and againſt an appꝛoued trothe. Me that had ra⸗ 
te ther loſe his life then accuſe his Maiſter , pꝛayed them ta 


cc ſuffer him to haue a ghoſtly father that like 8 Chꝛiſtian he 


might ende his lile, and ſo entre the ioyes pꝛepared fox all 
re pentant 
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repentant ſinners,4after that hehadclered his conſcience, 5» 
be laid vnto them. Paiſters, tell mp Loꝛde and maiſter the 5» 
Baſtar de, that I recommend vnto him the pooꝛe eſtate of 5» 
my pooze wife and childzen, truſting his honour will haue 55 
conſideration of ch2fo2 my ſake, foꝛ ſomutch as with good 5> 
and loyail harte, J doe imploie my life foz his hono2 and »» 
ſuretie. And with me doe what you lift,fo2 you get nothing 55 
at my handes that ſhall redounde to his hurt and pꝛeiudice. 55 
Chen to put him in greater feare, they bounde him within 55 
the lacke x thzewe him into the water crping vnto him, if 55 
thou wilt tell þ trouth thon ſhalt be ſaued. But they ſeing »5 
that he would make no aun{wer dzew him outagaine,mas »5 
king repozte tothe Queene of his faith # conſtancie. Who 55 
thenſayd,thatneicher the king no2 ſhe were ſo happy in ſer 55 
tauntes as the Balkarde was, that had not wherewith to 55 
recoinpence ſuch lidelitie. The Quene did what the coulde „ 
to get himfrom his ſeruice,but the pooze fellowe would in 
no wiſe fozlake his maiſter Notwithſtanding in thende by 
bis ſaid maiſters leaue, be was put into the Queenes ſer⸗ 
uice, where he lived many happy dapes The Queene akter 
ſhe vnderſtode by the Baſtar des letters the trouth of the 
mariage, ſent foꝛ Rolandine, and in great rage, called her 
caitife and miſerable wꝛetche, in ſtede ok colin, reciting vn⸗ 
to her the diſparagement of her noble houſe, and the villas 
nie ſhe had committed againſt che honozable race whereof 
the tame, x againſt the will of her which was her Queene, 
kinſwoman and maiſtres, by cotractingmariage withouc 
the licence of the king aud her. Rolandine,whiche of long 
time knewe the mall deuocion that her maiſtres bare vn 
to her, vſed her with like aflection, and bicauſe ſhe was wee 
rie okthe Quenes diſpteaſure , thinking that her cozrectia - 
bttered in pꝛeſence of manppzoceved not ok loue, but rather 
to make her aſhamed, abandoned feare, and conceiuing cou- 
rage, when ſhe lawe the Queene in her chiekeſt rage, wich 
gladſome q firme countenaunce anſweredher in this wile, 
| | Madame, 


7 — —-— 
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** Madame, if you cannot conceiue the malice of pour owne 

parte, J will ſet befoze pour epes the rancour and diſplea- 

© (ure of the ſame, which malice of long time pou haue bozne 

cc cowardes the Loꝛde my father and me: whereof madame, 

© doe fele the ſmarte, to mp great loſſe aud grief . Foz if it 

<< had pleaſcd you to haue boꝛne vnto me that good wil which 

< you doe to thoſe that are not ſonere about you as Jam, J 

c had befoze this tyme bene placed and p2eferred in mariage 

«© as well to the likpng ot pour honour as to my greate ſatiſ. 

©& faction: But pou haue regarded mee as one fozgotten, 
and cleane out of fauour, in ſuch wple as all the noblemen, 
© with whome I might haue bene matched, haue contemp⸗ 
ce ned me, as well chzongh the negligence of my Loꝛde my ka⸗ 
ce ther, as fo2 the like eſtimation and accompt that pou haue 
© made of me: by meanes whereof TJ fill into that diſpaire 
© which if my health could haue ſuſteined the oꝛder and ate 
of Religion, J would willtngly haue taken it vpon me, to 
haue ſeuered mplelfe from the continuall hatred andenup 

c which your graceful rigozouſly hath ſhowen vnto me. And 
cc heing in this dilpaire, I chaunced to finde out him, that is 
c p20ceded of ſo noble a houſe as my ſelfe.Jftheloue of twoo 
** perfones is to be regarded, that meane to accompliſhe the 

© holp ſtate of wedlock. Fo2 you knowe that his father in no⸗ 
<* bilitie farre excelled myne. De bath of long time loued me, 
and made great ſute bnto me, but pou madame, whiche ne⸗ 
© uer pardoned me foꝛ any ſmall offence, ne pet pꝛayſed anye 

good acte of mpne (although vou know by experience, that 

«© ᷓNJhaue not vſed to talke of matters of love o2 other woꝛld⸗ 

< lie affaires, and that I minded abone all thinges to leade a 

c moze religious life then any other) doe make it an hainous 

<< matter that Il ſhould talke with a Gentleman (ſo inkoꝛtu⸗ 
86 nate as my ſelfe ) by whole loue, I thought oꝛ ſought for 

te nothing els but the eafe and comfoꝛt of mv minde , And ſes 
£ ing mplelfe voyde and fruſtrate of mine expectatid, J ſhall 
« implate indeuour ſo well to ſeeke my reſt and nor vou 
aug 
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baue gone about todiſpoyle me of the ſame, And then will „ 
celebzate the mariage which is already aſſured by pꝛomi· 53 
ſes and bpa ring. Wherefoze Madame J thinke that you 3 


doe me great wꝛong by terming me to be a wicked womg, 3, 


ſithe that in lo great & perfect amitie I might haue founde „ 
occalion (if I would) to haue committed euill But there, 


was neuer betwene him and me any pziuie fact, other then „ 


that is honeſt, hoping that God wil ſhewe me ſuch kauour, „ 
as be foze the mariage be conſumat , J ſhall obtaine the fa- „ 
uour and good will of mp Lozde my father. Wherby J do „ 
neither offende God, noz mp conſcience: fo2 J haue taried „ 
till the age ot. xxx.veares, to ſee what vou and mp father „ 
would doe fo2 me. J haue kept my ſelfeſochaſt and bhoneſt, „ 
as no man lining is able to lape the cõtrarie to mp charge. „ 
And with that reaſon wherewith God hath indued me, be⸗ „ 
ing olde and voyde of hope, to finde a huſbande agreable to ;, 
my nobilitie, Jam determined to marie ſutche a one as J „ 
like beſte, not fo2 the pleaſure oz (atiſfaction of the epe (fot „ 
you knowe he is not fatre)no2 fo: luſt of the fleſh (fo2 there 45 
bath bene no carnall fact committed) ne pet foꝛ pzyde, and „ 
couetouſnes(fo2 be is but pooze and of litle eſtimation)but „ 
J baue a ſincere reſpecte and pure regarde to his vertue, „ 
honeſtie and good grace, fo2 whiche the wozlde doth-geue 55 
bim pꝛaiſe, and the great loue alſo that he beareth me, ma 35 
keth me hope to ſinde with him great reſt and quiet. And 3, 
after J had deuiſed and conſidered the good and euill that „, 
might inſue by this mp choiſe. J ſtill perſiſted in that mind, „ 
and haue well waped and pondered the ſame theſe twos 35 
peares paſt, being thzoughly reſolued to waſte and ſpende 55 
the reſt of my dayes with him: which J meane ſtill firmelp „ 
to kepe in deſpice of ail the tozmentes and cruelties , that 5 
the greateſt enemies J haue, be able to make my pooze bo; „, 
die ſuffre, no not death it ſelfe (hall fozce me to refuſe hym. 5 
Wherefoze Madame, J beſeech you to accept this my rea- 55 


ſonable excuſe, whereunto pore ſelfe is nowe made ws 55 
and ſul⸗ 
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c and ſuffer me to live in that peace, whiche J hope fo euer 
ce thꝛeugh bim un theſe mine elder to finde. The Queene wel 
cc marking her ſtoute wozdes and countenance, and knowing 
ct the ſame to be very true, was not able to aun{were her as 
5 gaine with reaſon: but continuing her rebukes and taun⸗ 
c ting checkes began to waſte, and at length fill out into this 
cc rage, Ah pꝛeſumptnous dꝛabbe, and caitike wzetch, in ſtede 
cc gf humbling thy ſelle and repenting thine offence, thou cars 
cc peſt boldly without dꝛopping oꝛ ſheading any teare, wher⸗ 
ce hy thou doeſt manifeſtly declare þpſtubboznes and hardnes 
ce of thy harte. But if the king, and thy father, would kollow 
< mine aduiſe, they ſhould put thee into a place, where foꝛce 
ce (honld make thee to vſe other language. Madame ſaid Ro- 
' «6 Jandine,becauſe pou haue accuſed me of bolde talke & pꝛe⸗ 

cc ſumptuous ſpeache, Imeane from hencefozth to holde mp 
c peate, except you geue me leaue to make mineaunſwere : 
«© when ſhe was cõmaunded to tell foꝛthher mynde, ſhe ſaid. 
cc Ttis not my part Madame boldlp oꝛ without duetikull res 
c nerence to ſpeake befoze your maicſtie ( whiche is mp mats 
cc ſtreſſe, and the greateſt Pꝛinceſſe in Chziſtendome.) The 
cc woꝛdes which J haue laid, be not ſpoken (Madame) of pꝛe⸗ 
c ſumption but to declare, that haue none other aduocate 
ce to pleade fo2 me, but the trouth of mp cauſe. And therefoꝛe 
£ gm bolde without bluſhing keare to diſzloſe the ſame, ho⸗ 
c ping that it your grace did knowe the ſecret concept of mp 
«© pooꝛe faithfull harte, you woulde not iudge mee to be thas 
£© woman which you terme me to be. I doe not doubt that a⸗ 
«© np moꝛtall creature vnderſtanding my behauiour in thoſs 
£ matters wherwith Jam charged, wouldblame me,fozxmp 
6e liberall ſpeache,ſithe J am ſure that God and myne honox 
© tn no point J haue offended. The cauſe which maketh me 
ce thus without feare toſaye my minde is, becauſe Jam aſſu⸗ 
< red that be whiche ſeeth my harte, is the geuer of my lift 
cc alſo, and remaine th with me. Ik then ſuch a Judge #4 Guide 
doe 03der and diſpoſe my life, whp ſhould I be _— - 
tat be 


— 
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that be lublect vnto bis iudgement'? And why then Pavas »» 
me, ſbould I waple oz wepe, ſithe mine honoꝛ and coſcience 55 
without remozle 02 grudge do wel like of theſe my doings, »» 
which ik they were newly to begin, J would not repent me »» 
to doe the ſame againe. But it is pou (Madame) that hath 2. 
good cauſe to wepe, as well fo2 the great diſpleaſure, euer, 
bozne me krom my pouthfull dapes, as fo the wzong you 53 
doe me nawe by repꝛehending me bekoꝛe the face of all the 
wozlde foz a faulte, whiche ought rather to be imputed bu- 5» 
to you, then vnto me. Foz if J bad offended God, the king, „ 
ez pou, my parentes,02 my conſcience, J were well wozthy 35 
to be counted very obſtinate, if with great repentaunce J 5 
did not lament the ſame , but foz a dede that is right good. 55 
and bertuous, J ought not to wepe, whereof there was ne« 55 
uer other rumoꝛ ſpꝛed but verie honoꝛable, except the ſlaũ- „ 
der which pour ſelfe hath raiſed, wherby pour deſire to it» 55 
creaſe my ſhame and diſhonoꝛ appeareth to be greater then 55 
the reſpecte you haue to conſerue the nobilitie of pour »» 
bouſe,oz kindzed wherof pou come. But becauſe it pleaſeth »» 
you Madame, ſo to vſe me, J purpoſe not to withſtand pou, 5» 
Foz when you ſhall ozdeine that puniſhment fo2 me, which 53 
pou like beſt, I (hal retoyſe no leſſe to ſuffer the ſame with⸗ » 
out deſert, then you be willing to beſtowe it vpon me with» 55 
out cauſe.CUherefoze Madame, commaunde mp Loꝛde mp 55 
father to put me to what toꝛment you will, foʒ the executis 55 
wherof you Hall not finde him vn willing. End IJ ſhall not »5 
be altogether without iop, to ſee him pꝛeſt and redie to obey 53 
pour wilfull mynde. But J haue a father in heaut᷑, who (FJ 5» 
am ſure) will gene me ſuche pacience, as J (hall be able to 5» 
abide x indure, what affiiceio ſoeuer pou pꝛepare fo2 me, in 
who only is al mp hope & truſt. The qutene ſo angrie as ſhe »» 
could be, commaunded her out ok her ſigyt,and to be ſhutte 

into a chamber alone, that none migbt ſpeake vnto her. In 

which impziſonment ſhee was not depziued from the com⸗ 


panie of her gouerneſſe, by whoſe meanes ſhe let the Bas 
arde 


* 
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ſkarde vnderſtande all her koztune, and He likewiſe bnders 
ſtove what he thought beſt fo ber to doe. ho thinking 
that the ſeruice which he had done to the king, would ſtand 
him in ſome ſtede, came vnto the Court with all ſpede, and 
founde the king in the ſteldes, to whome hee rehearſed the 
truth of the facte, beſeching his Maieſtie that vnto him 
(who was a pooze Sentlemã) be would ſhewe ſachfauour 
aud grace asthe rigo2 of the Queenes mateſtie might be 
appeaſed, and the mariage fully conſumat and ended. The 
king made him none other aunſwere, but ſaide : Is it true 
that thou heſt marfed her 2: Dea fir ſaide the Baſtarde, by 
woꝛdes only as pet: but if it pleaſe pour mateſtie, the lame 
may be thzoughly made perfit . The king nodded his hed, 
and fo? that time geuing him none other aunſwere, bee res 
tour ned ſtraite to the Caſtell,+ when be was almoſt there, 
he called the Captaine of his Guarde, and cõmaunded him 
to appꝛehend the Baſtarde. Motwithſtanding one ok his 
frendes which knew the kinges countenaunce, willed him 
to abſent himſelke, x to retire to one of his houſes, end if the 
king made ſerche after him (as he ſuſpected) he would in⸗ 
rontinently aduertiſe bim thereof, that he might auopde 
the Nealme: and when the kinges diſpleaſure was paci⸗ 
ted, he would {end him woꝛde. The Baſtarde beleued him 
and vſed ſuch diligẽce, as the Captain of the Guarde could 
not finde him. The king and the Queene countelled toge⸗ 
ther what they might doe with this pooze damſell, whiche 
was their kinſwoman, and by the Queenes aduiſe it was 
concluded,that ſhe ſhould be ſent home to her father, with 
the true aduertiſement of the whole matter. But befoze 
ſhe was ſent , diuerſe Diuines #learned men ofthe Cler⸗ 
gie, were demaunded their opinios of the pꝛiuat mariage, 
and the Counſell alſo did ſit vpon the ſame, who concluded 
that fo2 ſo muche as the mariage was not celebꝛated but 
by woꝛdes, it might eaſely be vndone , vntill one of them 
had acquited the other. Which the king commaſided to be 
per foe 
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per foꝛmed fo) the honoꝛ of the houſe wherof ſhe came. But 
the made them aunſwere, that in all thinges (bs was redie 
to obey the king, except it were in matter againſt her con- 5» 
ſcience, ſapinge, that thoſe whome God had coupled toge- 52 
ther by heauenlp aduiſe, could not bee ſeparated by mans 5» 
decree, pꝛaping them not to attempt a thing ſo vnreaſona» 2» 
ble: Fo2 if loue c good will founded vpd the feare of God, 52 
were the true & ſure knot of mariage, then ſhe was ſo wel »» 
bounde g tied, as neither Jron, fier, 02 water coulde bzcake 22 
that band, but death alone,TUherunto, # to none other con- 
Nitutio,ſhe was determined to rendꝛe her ring # otbe, pꝛap - 5 
ing them not to ſpeake, do, o2 pꝛoceede, to any thing p were 22 
contrarie vnto that. Wherin ſhe was ſo ſtedfaſtly reſolued, 22 
as (he had ratber die by keping her faith, then liue to dente 22 
the lame. The comiſſioners,reto2ned to the king 4 Queene 32 
the conſtant anſwere of the Gentlewoman, and when thep 
ſawe no remedie could be found to make her renounce her 
buſband, they conueped her home to her father, in ſuch piti⸗ 
full ſozte,as by the wap the paſſed, eche man and woman las 
mentedher foztune : And albeit ſhee had offended, yet the 
puniſhement & affliction ſhe ſuffred, was ſo great & ber cõ⸗ 
ſtacie ſofirmely bent, as ſhe made her fault co be eſtemed a 
vertue. The father recejuing thoſe pitifull newes , would 
not ſee her, but ſent her to his taſtell that ſtoode in a fozell, 
which be had befoze time builded fo2 an occaſion, wozthy ta 
be reherſed hereafter, 4 there kept her in pꝛiſon a log time, 
ſending woꝛde vnto her, that if ſhee would fozfake her hul⸗ 
band, he would take her fo2 his doughter,and let her at li⸗ 
bertie. ho foꝛ all that offer was firme and conſtant, and 
loued her pꝛiſon the better by obſerutng the bond of ma⸗ 
riage, then al the libertie o the wozld, without the hauing 
of ber huſband, And it ſemed by her tountenaunce, that al 
the paynes ſhe had indured were moſt pleaſaunt paſtimes, 
foꝛ that ſhe ſuffred the ſame fox his ſake, whome the loved 
beſt . {What ſhould A ſpeake of men: This Baſtarde at 
Nu length 
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length became vnmindekul of her, and fled into Alemaine, 
where he had many frendes . CUhoſe inconſtancie after s 
wardes appeared ſo manifeſt, as the vertue of true t perſic 
loue outwardlyſeming to remain in him, was conuerted 
into the vice of odible ingratitude, whereby it was euidẽt, 
that the cauſes that made him ſo hotte a Suter, were the 
vglie monſters of Auarice and Ambition, where he fill in 
loue with an Almaine Ladie, he fozgetting to biſite her w 
letters, that fo2 his ſake had luſteined ſo great and mani⸗ 
fold tribulations. Foz what rigoꝛ oꝛ affliction ſoeuer Foe 
tune offced, coulde neuer bekoze that tyme put awape the 
meanes krom waiting one to an other, but onely the vices 
befoze named, and the fooliſh c wicked loue wherin he ſuk⸗ 
fred him ſelfe to fall. Which ſudden and newe loue ſo pers 
ced the hart of Rolandine, and ſo fiercelte aſſailed the ſame, 
as ſhe could no mote content and reſt herſelf. Afterwards 
vpon the viewe of his wzptinges and letters, ſeing him to 
be ſochaungedand altered from his accuſtomed ſtile: what 
toꝛmentes then the ſuffred, they doe knowe that haue felre 
and taſted the bitter cup of likepaſſions. And yet her pers 
fecte loue would not ſuffer her to fire certaine iudgement 
vpon this aduertiſement, and therefoze deuiſed ſecretly ta 
ſende one of her ſeruauntes whome ſhee truſted beſt, to e⸗ 
ſpie, and pꝛiuelp make ſercbe whether the ſame were true 
02 not. Ahiche her ſeruaunt being retourned, hee truely 
colde her, howe the Baſtarde Gentleman, was in loue 
with a Ladie of Almaine and howe the bzuce was, that he 
made great ſute vnto her fo mariage , becauſe ſhee was 
very ritche. Theſe newes bꝛought ſutche extreme ſozrowe 
and griet᷑ tothe harte of pooze Rolandine , as being not a- 
ble to abide the bzuntes thereof, ſhe fill verp ſicke , Thoſe 
whiche vnderſtode the oziginallof her diſeaſe , ſayde vuto 
ber(in the behalſe of her father) that fo2 ſo muche as nowe 
the knewe the great villante of the Baſtarde, ſhee mighe 
ny fozlake hym : perſuading her thereunto with che 
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greateſt reaſons they could deuiſe » But la all thoſe pers 
ſuaſions, no remedte could be founde to make her chaunge 
opinion. In whiche her laſte tentacion ſhee declared the 
great conſtancie wherewith ſhe was affected. Foz like as 
loue was decrealed in him, ſo the ſame augmented in her, 
whiche remained and perſifted in deſpite of all the malice 
of the woꝛlde. Fo? that lone, whiche fapled,and was fledde 
from bim, tourned and retired into her: and when ſhe per⸗ 
4 ceiued ber ſelfe alone fully poſſeſſed with that whiche be» 
foze was deuided betwene them bothe, ſhee determined to 
obſerue the ſame vntill death had made an endeof her fa- 
tall dapes. Wherefoze the goodnes of God (which is pers 
fect charitie and true loue)had pitie vpon her ſozrowe, and 
regarded her pacifce in ſuch wiſe,as within few daiesafcer 
the Baſtarde died in the purſute of the other Ladies loue. 
Wherof Ralandine being aduertiſed by thoſe wbich ſaw 
him butied, pꝛaped the to trauell with her father by hfible 
ſute, þ he would vouchſafe to giue her leaue to ſpes ke vnto 
him.Uho at their requeſt, (although he neuer ſpake vnto 
ber befoze , during the tyme ok her impziſonment) incon⸗ 
tinent ly was pleaſed ſo to doe. And after that he had herde 
the diſcourſe of her iuſte reaſons, in place of rebukes, and 
bis pꝛomiſe made to kill her ( which many times he thꝛea⸗ 
tened by wooꝛdes) be cleped her betweene his armes, and 
bitterly weping ſayde vnto her. Daugbter J wel perceine 5» 
vour vertue and conſtant mynde, which karre ſurmounteth 5» 
any thing that is good in mee, fo2 if there be any faulte oz 2 
lacke of conſideration of pour eſtate, JI am the pꝛincipal oc» 5» 
caſion thereof. Butſith the goodnes of God bath thus 0+ 5 
deined it, IJ wil make ſatiſfactid fo2 mine offence paſt. And 5 
akter wardes he ſent ber home to his houſe, where be vſed & 
interteigned ber like his dereſt and eldeſt daughter In the 
ende ſhe was demaunded in mariage by a Gentleman dt 
name and armes, to her eſtate and bloud not inferioꝛ bo 
was bothe wile and vertuous, and ſo louingly regarded 
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Rolandine ( whame he many times viſited) as he attribu⸗ 
ted vnto her the pꝛile of pꝛayſe fo2 that, which others accdp 
ted wozthy of rebuke: knowing chat her intent of fozmer 
loue was grounded vpon the foundation of vertue.Tye mas 
riage was well liked of her father , was acceptable to Ro- 
landine,# was fozth with concluded. True it is that a bzo⸗ 
ther ſhe bad, the only inheritour ok ber fathers landes, wbo 
would not agree that ſhe ſhould receiue her childes poꝛciõ, 
obiecting p'ſhe had diſobeted her father. And after þ death 
of che good old man ( her father ) her bꝛother bled her verp 
rigozoulip & cruelly . Foz her huſbande was but a ponger 
bzother,+ had wherewithal ſcarce able toltue . Fo2 which 
want, God bounttifully pzouided, Foz Þ bzother, whoſe gre⸗ 
die minde did craue in one date to be poſſeſſo of al, by ſodain 
death was depziued, as well of his ſiſters poꝛcion as ot al Þ 
reſt. By whole death ſhe remained the whole inheritoꝛ of p 
bonozable houſe, And afterwardes liued an honozable and 
ſtately like, in great wealth + pleaſure,# was welbeloued & 
duetikullp intreated of her huſband. Finally hauing by her 
bhuloãd two goodly ſonnes, ſhe verp vertuouſſy bꝛougbt thẽ 
vp, ſtniſhing her aged dapes, ſhe iopkully reo2ed her ſoule 
bnto him, in whom ok long time te had repoſe» ber onely 
truſt ⁊ cõſtdence. Now good ladies let thẽ come foꝛth vᷣbe 
the coinon dilplaiers of womẽs incoſtancie, + let the bzing 
foꝛth in pꝛeſence, ſo good g perfecta huſband as this wasa 
good # conſtant woman, indued with ſemblable faith & ver 
tue. I am ſure to bzing this to paſſe, the matter wilbe verp 
. difficule. And therfoze J had rather diſcharge them of this 
my chalenge, then put them to papne to trauell and ſeeke 
fo: ſuch a one. Whole vertuous loue and godlye continu⸗ 
ance of the ſame, is wozthye to bee ſounded by Trompe of 
kame to the extreame partes of the Earth, And pet A 
would aduiſe ponge Ladies and Gentlewomen to beware 
how they be inamoured,and purſue the trade of loue: cons 
trarie to the will of parentes,who ought in time of gr 
£0 be 
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to be their guide, and alſo in riper peares to pꝛocure them 
mariage accozding to their wozthines : which they may þ 
better and ſoner do, if by vertuous education they arme 
inſtruct their tender and pouthly age, 


The wile Gouernement of 
ofa Gentlewoman. 


The V Viſedome of a woman to withdrawe the foo- 
uſhe loue of her huſband, vvherwith he vvas tormented. 


T he 6z.Nouell, 


oo. Anp peares are not pet expired fithfs 
N L 59 there was a Gentlewoman of noble 
N /\ | < houſe ( whoſe name J mape not diſs 


V WA cloſe, ) ſo wiſe and vertuous as ſpte | 

N 75 "ll; was wel beloted and cfteemed ofher 1 
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V1 j; neighbours: Yer huſvand (not with⸗ i} 

| & } out good cauſe) truſted her in all his fi 

— = Yaffaires,whbich ſhe ozdzed and gouer⸗ | 
ned ſo wiſely , as her houſe by her meanes grew to be one 
oftbe richeſt and beff apparelled,that was in the countrie 

wherein ſhe dwefled: Liuing thus a long time with ber 

buſbande, by whom ſhee had many geodly childzen, their 


happie ſtate and felicitie(after which daily inſue their cons f 
traties) began to decaie, betauſe that he, defatigated with 15 


to much quiet, abandoned reſtfull life, to ſeeke after trou⸗ # 
bleſom trauell:and had gottẽ a cuſtome whe his wyfe was 1 
à ſleepe to riſe from her ſide, ⁊ not to returne vntill tt was . 
very nere mozning .The gentlewcmar miſliking this mas N 
ner ok life, betame very ie lous of her huſbãd, and yet made 1 


as though the miſtruſted nothing. But that ſpiteful paſſis Ml 
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entred her ſtamacke ſo karre, as in thende ſhee fozgot thaf- 
fayzes of her houſe, the diligence ot her perſon, and good 
gouernment of her familie, like vato one thatverely ſup⸗ 
poſed that (do what ſhee could) the bad loſt the fruite ot her 
paine x labour, which was the great loue of hec huſband, 
fot continuance whereof ſhee ſpared no trauaile oz toile. 
But loſinge altogether as hee manifeſtly perceiued, ſhee 
grew to be ſo careleſſe of yer houſbalde ſtate & huſwiferte, 
as ſpeedelie appeared the fruites of louth and negligence. 
Fo her huſband foꝛ his part ſpent without o2der , and ſhe 
ſtated her crauell fro matters of houſbolde: In ſuch wiſe 
as the ſame was growen to ſo great penurie, as the bigbe 
and ſtately woodes were felled downe to the ſtubbe, & ths 
goodly maners delivered into the handes of ſir Mathevve 
Morgage, One of the gentlewomans krendes and kinſe⸗ 
men which knew her diſeaſe,tolde her of her fault, and re⸗ 
buked her fo2 that careleſſe life: Sapinge, that if loue of 
buſvand could not make her to haue reſpecte of houſholde 
p2ofice: 3eale and regarde of poozechildzens ſtate, ought to 
mote her thereunto. This good councell of her frende tou⸗ 
ched her verpnere , and the pitie of her childzen at lengthe 
made her to recouer her ſpirits, and to aſſaie by all meanes 
poſſible to wpnne againe her huſvandes loue. See here the 
nature of boneſtie, and condicion of well diſpoſed life: This 
Geelewami was infected w the plague of Jelouſie (an oz« 
dinarie diſeaſe in women,) and not without iuſt cauſe. Fox 
what Griſilde could ſuffre her wedded huſband,aTembley 
in bedde, in depthe of ſlepe, to riſe and runne a ſtrate like a 
wylde hozſe ,neping after the ſtraied female kinde ok that 
ſozte? This good Gentlewoman J ſave almoſte beſides her 
wittes fo2 altenation of her deſerued lone, nowe growen 
careles of woꝛldlythinges, as pou baue heard, is vpon the 
louing admonicion of her nereſt frend, pꝛicked with natus 
rall regardeof Fafantes: launching fozth that keſtred ſo2e 
of Jaloſte, ſerched meanes by policie to wynne that which 
Jalouſie could not get, whiche was her hulbandes — 
whom 
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whom with curteouſe wine ly ſhame not befoze aſſemblie of 
neighbours , oz ſtraungers audience, by hup and crye as 
many doe, but in domeſticall boundes, within the compas 
of houſholde, and within the circuit of ſlecret chambte, ſhee 
made him bluſhe from fozmer life , and to deteſte all ilthie 
and beaſtly factes in future time. Suche be the frutes of a 
right matrones lite. Suche be the gaines of the milde and 
quiet wife. Such a wife J ſap, is the honoꝛ of her huſbands 
name, the onely vpholder and re ſtozatife of bis renowme & 
kame. But turne we againe to the experienced wiſedome 
of this Gentlc woman. Thenext day ſhe diligẽtly watched 
by kalle ſlepe,the time of his vpꝛiſing from her. And when 
be was gone, ſhee roſe like wyſe, putting her night gowne 
about her, cauſing the bedde to bee made, and ſaping her 
pꝛapers, ſhe waited the retourne ot her huſband, who being 
tetired into his chambze,ſhe came befoze him to kiſſe hym, 
and bꝛougbt him a baſen with water to walhe his handes. 
And muſing at the vnaccuſlomed oꝛder of his wike, he tolde 
ber chat he was come but from the pztuie, and ther foze ne⸗ 
ded not to waſhe. WWhereunto the anſwered, that although 
it were no great matter, yet cleanly and boneſt, to waſhe þ 
bandes, being come from an bncleane and ſtinking place, 
by which woꝛdes ſhe was deſirous to let him vnderſtande 


bis follie thereby to hate his diſboneſt and filthie like. But 


fo2 all chat wpſe and pꝛetie taunte hee amended nothing at 
all: Oowbeit ſhe continued that 02d2e the fpace of one pere. 
And when ſhe ſawe , that her diligence could not refozme 
bis vſuall trade of lyfe, on atyme wapting foz her huſbãd, 
whiche-taried longer then he was wont to doe, ſhee was 
deſirous to ſeeke hym out, and went from chamber to 
chamber, till at lengtbe Hee founde hym a bedde in a back 
thambꝛe and a ſleepe with the moſte ill fauoured, foule and 
filchieſt Slutte of her houſe, ſuch a homely pete and dur ty 
bcaſtc , as the lpke was not to he founde in a countrie- 
Nn liũi. The 
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The gentlewoman beholding this manerly ſight,thonght 
to teache him a leſſon howe to remembze the difference be» 
twene the lweete and pleaſauntlodging, with a fapze and 
duetifull wife, and the vncleanly couching with a ſtinking 
and lothſome Queane. Wherupon ſhe cauſed a burden of 
Strawe and wozne ruſhes to beibzought vnto her, ſetting 
the ſame on fier in the middes of the chamber, but when 
ſhe ſawe her huſband almoſte choked with the great ſmo⸗ 
ther,ſhe waked hym, and plucked him out of the bed by the 
cc armes,crping fier,fier. If the huſbande were aſhamed, and 
offended with him ſelfe to be founde a bedde , with ſuch an 
vncleanly matche , by His faire and honeſt wife, Jl refcrre 
the iudge ment to all indifferent men, that be coupled with 
cc like wiues.Thẽ his wyke ſaid vnto him. Sir J haue aſſaied 
ce the ſpace of one whole peare , to withdzawe pou from this 
cc vile and wicked life, by gentlenes andpacience,and ſhewed 
cc exaple by waſhing pou without, that you might alſo clenſe 
cc pour ſelfe within. But when J ſawe mpne endeuour could 
cc take no place, Jattempted to helpe mp ſclfe with the ele⸗ 
cc ment that ſhall ende and conſume vs all. Aſſuring port 
cc ſir that if this doe not amende pou, J cannot tell if the ſe⸗ 
cc conde time, J be able likewiſe to ridde pou from the daun⸗ 
cc ger that may happen. J pꝛape pou ſir to thinke and conſi⸗ 
cc der that tbere is na greater diſpapꝛe 02 diſpite , then that 
cc whiche is conceiued of lone. And had J not ſet befoꝛe mine 
cc eyes the feare of God, J could not haue pꝛactiſed ſuche pas 
cc cience, as J haue done. The huſvand verp glad, that he had 
eſcaped that miſfoztune; pꝛomiſed her, neuer to ge ue occa⸗ 
ſion, that ſhee ſhould take like payne to bzing him to oꝛder. 
Whiche pꝛomiſe the Gentlewoman very willingly bele- 
ued, and with her huſbandes conſent, ſhe expelled out of her 
bouſe, chat which did diſpleaſe her moſte. And fro that time 
koꝛth, they louingly lined together, and the fozmer faultes 
fo: this refo2med life, was an increaſe of ioyful, and mutu⸗ 
all delightes. J beſeche you Gentlewomen (if there be any 
in the 
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in the place where this Nouell is redde) if God doe gene 
pou ſuch huſbandesto beware of diſpaire, vntill pe haue aſs 
ſaped all poſſible meanes to reduce them to good o2dze, 
Foz there be inthe daye. xxliii.houres, ineuery of whiche 
houres,a man may chaunge opinion. And a woman ought 
toaccompt her ſeife moſte happie, if by pacience and long 
ſuffraunce ſhe wynne her bulbande, excepte Foztune and 
frendes haue pꝛocured one that is alreadie perfecte, This 
example, therefoze maye ſerue al ſoztes of maried women. 
Let her take example that liſt ( quod Dame Partelot) Foz 
it is impoſſible fo2 me to bſe ſuche long pacience. But let 
Dame Partelot, ſpeake her pleaſure, I would aduiſe 
all huſbandes to lyue honeſtly with their honeſt 
wiues, and doe pꝛaie to God to plant moſutch 
wiues to ſtoꝛe the barren wozlde that 
neuer oꝛ ſeldome bꝛyngeth foth 
ſuch increaſe. 
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The notable charitie of a vvoman of Tours towards 
her huſ ban de. 


T he 64. Nouell. 


Fraũce, there was a — and honest 
„ bv which fo2 her vertues was not 
N onelye beloued, but alſo feared and e. 
—teemed of her huſband. So it was 5 
be followings ige the fracilitie of thoſe men, which be wearie 
of delicate fare, fill in loue with a woman ofthe Countrye 
that kepte his houſe there, and many times departed from 
Tours to viſite his countrie woman, where he commonlye 
taried (f.02 iii.dapes befoze his retoꝛne. And when he came 
home againe to I ours, he oꝛdinarelp did take cold, wheres 

of his good wife had much a do to recouer bim. And ſo 
fone as he was hole, hee failed not to returne to the place, 
where pleaſure made him foꝛget all his foꝛmer griefe and 
ſicknes. His wife which above all thinges loued his life & 
tendꝛed his healih, ſeinge him commonly bzonghte into ſo 
pooze eſtate, went into the Countrye, where ſhe found out 
the pong woman that her hufband loued. Unto whom/(not 

in choler but with lmilinge checre and countenaunce) ſhet 

ct ſapd: How ſhe knew well that oftentimes her bulband res 
ac paired thither to viſite her, and that ſhe was not well con⸗ 
cc tent that ſhe vſed him no mozecarefully, foʒ when he came 
« home from her he toke ſo great cold as long time after ſhe 
had much a doe torecouer him. The pooze woman as wel 
foz the reuerfce of the Dame. as foz the trouth ofthe mats 
ter, could not denie the facte, and thercfoze falling downe 
bppon her knees, aſked her fozgiuenes. The maiſtreſſe 
xequired to ſee the bedde and chamber, where her huſoãd 


late, 


— — — — 


The police ofa good wife. 276 


laſe. which he perceiued to be ſo cold, ill kauoured, and out 
of oꝛder, as ſhe pitied and lamented the caſe. Agerefoze 
incontinentiy ſhe (ent fo2 a good bedde furniſhed with ſhee⸗ 
tes, blanquets and Couerlet,accozdingly as che knew her 
buſvand loued, cauling the chIver co be repaired, hanged, 
and d2elſed vp, after p beſt maner, She gaue her alſo plate 
and veſſell to ſerue her huſvand at meales, together with 
a punchion of wyne, ſpice, and other confections. And then 
pꝛaped the woman to lende home her huſbande,no moꝛe (a 
ſicke, but to interteigne and cheriſhe him after the moſt ves 
licate and carefull maner ſhe could. The huſband taried 
not long at home, but after his olde cuſtome wente againe 
into the countrie to viſit his woman, and marueiled much 
to finde her pooze lodging ſo trimlye garniſhed, but much 
moze he wandzed when callinge fo2 dzincke he ſa we her to 
bzinge him a ſiluer potte, alking her where ſhe had gotten 


all thoſe goodes. The pooze woman ſapde vnto him wee 35 


ping, that it was his wike, which hauing ſo great pitie vp 


pon his ili intreatie, had furniſhed her houſe, and had come 55 


mitted vnto her the charge and regard of his health . Hee 
ſeing the greace humilitie and goodnes of his wpfe, and 5 
thee fo2 þ vnkindnes he ſhewed vnto her, had requited him 
with chat curteſie and louing kindnes, well pondering and 
regarding his owne frafltic, # rhe honeſte demeano} of his 
wpke,afterwards rewarded the pooze womã with money, 
and perſwaded her from that time foozth to liue an boneſt 
life. And then returned home to his wpfe, conkeſſing vnto 
ber the negligence ol his dutie, and p excepte ſhe had vled p 
kinde of curteſie and goodnes towards him, it had bin ime 
pollible fo; bim to fozſake and giue over his vngodlye 
luke. And after wardes vtterly abandoning his behautour 
paſt, they liued together in great reſt æ quietnes. Belieue 
me it pe liſt (to pou good wiues I (peake ) pthere be verye 
few ill huſbands, whom the pacifce loue of p wpfe, is as 
ble at lengthe to winne z 02 els they be moze hard? then 
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ſtones, which ö ſoft & feble water by cõtinuance of time, js 
able to weare c make holow. Foz when the wiues lenitie 
Hall enter bis careleſſe ſtomacke, # her pacient ſuffcaunce 
renew rememb2aunce of dutie, chen doth conſcience bite, e 
gnaw þ cancred coꝛd y tyeth vp the good conſiveracion of 
his office and regarde to maried life. Then doth age abs 
bozre the lewones of fo2mcr life, and commeth bome to 
cberich ß holfome Nourice, of his pleaſant ſtate. Then res 
gardeth he the bande wherewith Patrimonie hath bound 
bim, and both at bedde and bozde obſerueth the ful perfec- 


tions ofthe lame. 


AMiracle at Lions. 


¶ The ſimplicitie of an old vvoman that offered a bur= 
ning candle to S. Iohn of Lions. 


The. 65, Nonell. 
[N pChurchof S. Jobn at Lions, there 


was a verpe darke Chappell, and within 
N 25 25 the ſame a Tombe made ot ſtone, eretcted 
tkeozꝛ great per ſonages, with pictures liucs 
lv wꝛougbte, and about the lame Tombs 
there doe lie manpe woꝛthie knightes ok 
great fame & valiaũce Upon a hote ©d» 
mers dap, a ſouldiour walking vp and downe the Church 
had great delight to fleape, & bebolding that darcke chap⸗ 
pell which was colde and freſhe of ayze, thougbte to reſte 
bpon the Tombe as other did, beſides whom be laye d him 
downe to lleepe. It chaunced that a good old woman very 
deuoute, came thether when the ſouldioz was in the depth 
of his ſleepe. And alter ſhee had ſayd her deuociõs, wyth a 
wa xe 
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ware candle in her hand, ſbe would haue faſtened the ſame - 
vpon the Tombe. and repapꝛzing nere the place where the 
ſouldiour lap, deſirous to ſticke it vppon his foꝛehead, thine 
king it had been p ſtone the waxe would take no hold The 
old woman, which thought p cauſe that her candle would 
not cleaue was the coldneſle of the Image, ſhe warmed þ 
ſouldioꝛs fozehead with the flame of the candle, to ſticke it 
faſte. But the Image which was not inſenſible,beganne 
to crye oute, whereat the pooze woman was ſo afratve, as 
like one ſtraught of her wittes, ſhe bzake into exclamacion 
crying. A miracle, A miracle. They within the Church „ 
bearing an outcry of a miracle, ranne in heapes as though 
they had been madve, ſome to ring the belles, and ſome to 
ſee the miracle. Whom the good woman bzoughte 
to ſee the Image, which then was remoued, Whers 
at many began to laughe. But diuers pꝛieſtes 
not willing lo to giue ouer ſo great a Mi- 
tacle, determined after wards to vſe þ 
combe in reuerence, ther⸗ 
by to get monep. 


A Doctour 


A Doctor of the Lawes. 


CA Doctor of theT.awes boughteacup ,who by tlie 
ſubtiltie of twofalle varlets, loſt both his money and the 


CUPPCs 
The 66. Nouell. 


2 D canclude our nomber of Nouels, 
Fa A baue thought good (gentle reader} 
7 | to bzinge in place a Ooctour and his 
FA; Os J wyfe, to glue thee amerye farewell: 
Ge becauſe thou haſte hitherto ſo freudlp 
C\ AS == and pacientiye ſuffred thy ſelfe to be 
— ſtayed in reading ofthe reſte: Mhere⸗ 
foze with a pleaſaunt A dieu ina ſhoꝛt & merie tale, which 
diſcloſeth the ſubtiltie of two kalle knaucs to beguile a 
pooze Doctoz and his wyfe, Imeane to end. And therfoze 
do ſaye, that in the Citte of Bologna in Italie, there was a 
woꝛſhipful Doctoz of che Lawes, called Maiſter Florien, 
which in other thinges fauing his pꝛofeſſion, was but a ſlos 
uen, and of ſo ill behauiour as none of his facultie the like. 
Cabo by ſauing ot many cruſtes, bad laped bp ſo good ſtoze 
of Crownes as he cauſed to be made a very great and coſts 
ly Cup of ſiluer, fo payment of which Cup be went to the 
Goldſmithes houſe, and hauinge payed fo2 the ſiluer, the 
guilt, and fo the faſhion, being without bis Clarke to cas 
rie it bome, he pꝛaped the Goldſmith to lend him bis man. 
By chaũce there were newly come tothe Citie, two ponge 
men that were Romapnes,which ranged vp and downe þ 
Nreates with cares vpꝛig ht, to vie wer marke every thinge 
done in the ſame, bearing about them counterfait Jewels 
and lingots, guilt of S. Martines toucbe, to deteiue bim 5 
would play the foole to buy them. One of them was called 
Liello and the other Dictiquo, Theſe two Marchãtes be- 
ing at good leaſure to wander the ſtreates, bebolding the 
pafſangers to and fro, by foztune eſpied the Gold{mithes 
mans 
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man, who (ta ſet foꝛth the wozkeman(hip and making of 5 
cup) caried che ſame open Theſe Gallauts bearing a ſpite 
to the cup, moꝛe fo? the ſiluer than fo2 other malice, pur⸗ 
poſed to inuent ſome ſleight to get the Cuppe, and a farre 
of wich ſlie paſe,followed the Goldſmithes man, of whom 
they craftelie inquired ofthe owner of the Cup, and where 
bee had lefte maiſter Florien. TAhen they had concluded 
vppon their enterpꝛile. Liello(the fineſt bope of them both) 
wee ſtraight to bupa Lampꝛey of great pꝛice, and hiding 5 
ſame under his cloake, repayꝛed directly to Baiſter Doc⸗ 
tours houle . There finding his wyke of ſemblable wit & 
behauiour that her huſvand was, with vnſhamekaſt face x 
like grace, ſaid vnto her. Maiſtreſſe, Baiſter Florien pour 53 
buſvande hath ſent yon a ſiſhe, and pꝛapeth you to dꝛeſſe it, >» 
and to make dinner readie, becauſe he bzingeth a company »3 
of other Doctours with him. In the meane time he requi- 23 
reth pou, to retozne vnto him the Cuppe againe, which hee »2 
ſence pou thismozntng, by the Goldſmithes man, becauſe »2» 
be bad foꝛgotten to ſtampe his armes vppon it. The womã 
recepuinge the fiſhe, francklp deliuered him the Cup, and 
went about to pꝛepare dinner. Liello which hunted after 
gaine but better caught his pap) hied him a pace, and cons 
ueyed himſelfe with ſpeede to the houſe of one of his Coun 
triemen, and there reioyced with his companis, attending 
fo: the comming ofthe Royſter Dietiquo, who taried in þ 
Towne, wapting and vie wing what puffute was made af» 
ter his fellowe. Sone after Maiſter Florien retourned to 
bis houſe, and finding his dinner moꝛe delicate tha it was 
wont to be, marueyled, and aſked his wyke who was at all 
that coſte His wpfoverpfcamefully aunſwered: g@1 by ſir, * 
haue you fozcotten that you ſente me woꝛd this moꝛning, 
that you woulde bing home with peu diuers Gentlemen 
to dinner: NAhat (quoth the Doctour) Ithincke you be 
a koole. J am not (ſapd hee) and foꝛ better witneſſe vou 


ſent mee this liche, chat J would you had been better _ 
2 ed 
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ce ſed befoze you had beſtowed ſuch toſte. F aſſure the (quoth 

cc he) I (ent thee no fiſh, but belike it was ſome foliſh knaue 
cc that had fo2xotten his arrant and iniſtaken the houſe. But 
cc howſoeuer it was wyle, we at this time will be content to 
cc fare well at other mennes charge. Why ſir(ſapd his wife) 
cc call pour ſelfe to better remebzaunce.Fo2 he that bzought 
ce the Lamp2p, came to me fo your Cup by this token, that 
cc you would haue pour armes engrauen vppon the ſame. At 
thoſe wooꝛds the pooꝛe Ooctour, after be had diſcharged 
thꝛee oz foure Cands laden w haileſhotof ſcolding wozds, 
wente out into the ſtreate, running hither and thither, bes 
maunding of al thẽ ve met, it they ſaw none carriz a Lam⸗ 
pꝛy home to his houſe. And you would haue ſaid if pou had 
ſeen the Doctour wyth his hode hanging at one ſide, that 
be had been out of his wittes- Dietiquo ſtode ſtilſ in a coꝛ⸗ 
ner, and beheld the Doctours krantike oꝛzder, x albeit that 
be was ſure the ſtealinge of the Cuppe, by Liello his com⸗ 

panion was impoſſible to be knowen, yet being ſozye that - 
the Lampꝛy colt ſomuch,vetermined alſo to play his part, 
and ſeinge tbe Doctour ſtaped from making kurther com⸗ 
plaintes & pur ſute, he went home to the Doctours houſe, 
where ſmiling with a good grace and bould toũtenaunce, 
cc ſaide vnto his wyfe. Maiſtreſſe Doctour good newes, 
ce the cup is kounde. One whom pou know, cauſed the ſame 
cc tobe done in ſpoꝛt, to bzing pour huſband Maiſter Florien 
cc in a choler, mho now is amonges diners of bis frendes, ie⸗ 
c ſting at the plcaſaunt deceipt, and hath ſent mee hither to 
cc fetch their dinner, wherein they pꝛape pou to remember 
se the Lampꝛep, and to come pour ſeit catake part of p ſame, 
cc hicauſe they purpole to be mer. The womã topful of thoſe 
newes, began ſome what to complaine of tbe griefe which 
ſhe had taken fo2 loſſe of the cup. a deliuered to Dietiquo 
the roſted Lampꝛep with the ſauſe; betwene two platter s, 

p who incoatinentlp hid the ſame vnder bis cloke, and wyth 

ſo much ſpeede as he could, went to ſeeke out his compani⸗ 


an 
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on Liello, and their countrimen, which all that while had 
taried fo2 bim. And God knoweth whether thoſe good fel» 
lowes did laughand mockethepooze Doctoꝛ and his wife 
oꝛ not. And when ſhe had made herſelf gay and trimme to 
go tate part of che Lampzep,as ſhe was going out ſhe met 
Maiſter Flor ien lookinge lowzinglte vppon the matter, to 
whom the ſaid (ſmiling like a frumenty pot) how now ſir, 
come they hither to dinner? I haue ſent you that Lampzey „ 
ready dꝛeſſed. Then Paiſfer Doctoꝛz after faire talke, be- „ 
ganne to diſcharge his double Cãnons, calling bis wyfe, 
Mhoꝛe, bitch and beaſte, and vnderſtandinge that he was 
twice begiled and could not tell by whom, foꝛ ſpite g del; 
payze he tare of his beard and the heare of head. VUhich 
bzuted and knowen in the Citie, the Jeſters and 
pleaſaunt felowes bent themſelues, to laugh 
and deniſe paſtime at the pooze begiled 
Doctour and his wyfe. 


E INI S. | 


Oo. A brieſe 


A FAC LAH 


SOLD SD 28802 
A briefe rehearſall of the Ar- 


gumentes of every Noucll.contepned 
in this firſt Tome of the Palace 


of Pleaſure, 


1 


He Romatnes and Albanes beinge at warres, fo: iniuries 

mutually inferred . Metius Suffetius, ß Flbane Taptaine, 

deuiſcth a way by a combate to topne both Cities in one. 
. Uictozie falling to the Bomaines, the Romaine victoz kil 

leth his liter, who notwtanding is condempned to die. Afterwards 

vppon his fathers ſute he is deliuered, 

The firſt Nouel. Folio 1, 

¶ Sextus Tarquinius rauiſheth Lucrece who bewapling the loſſe of 

her chaſtitie killi th herſelke. 
The ij. Nouel. Folio 5. 

¶ The lege of Rome by Porſenna, and the valiaunt deliuery there- 

of by Mutius Scæuola. 
The ij. Nouell. Folio 7. 

¶ Martius Coriolanus going about to rep2eſſe the common people 
of Rome by dearth of coꝛne, was baniſhed. Foz reuenge whereof, 
he perſwaded Accius Tullius, king of the Nolſciãs to make war⸗ 
res vppon the Romapnes, and hee himſelfe in their ayde, came in 
his owne perſon. The Citie bꝛought to great miſerie t he fathers 
deuiſed meanes to deliuer the ſame, and ſente into the Molſcia n 
Campe, the mother, the wyfe and childꝛen of Coriolanus, bppon 
whoſe complaints Cort iolanus withdzewe the Uolſcians.Ind the 
Citte was reduced to quietneſſe. 

The iiij. Nouell. 9. 

¶ Appius Claudius one of the Decemuiri of Rome, goeth aboute to 
rauiſhe Virginia a yonge maiden, which indeuoz of Appius when 
her kather Virginius vnderſtoode, being then in the warres he re⸗ 
paired home to reſcue his daughter. One that was betrouthed 
vnto her, claimed her, whereuppon roſe great contencion. In the 
end her owne father, to ſaue the honoz of his ſtock, killed her with 
a Butchers knife, # commeth into the Forum, cryinge vengeaũce 
vppon Appius. Then after much contencion and rebellid, the De- 
cemuiri were depoſed. 

The v, NouclL 12. 


Candaules 
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C C:andaulcs king of Lydia, chewing the ſecretes of his wiues beau⸗ 
tie, to Gyges one of the Guarde : was by counſaile of his wyfe, 
lane by the ſayde Gyges, and depziued af his kingdome. 

The vj. Nouell. 18. 

C Einge Cræſus ot᷑ Lydia reaſoneth wyth the wyſe man Solon of the 
happie life of mary. Who litle eſteeming his good aduiſe, vnder⸗ 
ſtode befoꝛe his death that no man (but by vertue) can in his life 
attains kelicitie. 


The vij. Nouell. 20. 
¶ Df afather that m ade ſute, to haue his owne ſonne put to death. 
The vii Nouell. 22, 


C Water offzred of good will to Artaxerxes the king of Perſia, and 
the liberall reward of the kung, to the giuer. 


The ix. Nouell. 23 
C The loue of Chariton and Menalippus. 
The x. Nouell. 24. 


C Ringe Cyrus pet ſwaded by Araſpas , to diſpoſe himſelfe to loue a 
Lady called Panthea,entreth into a pꝛetie diſputacton and talke, 
of Loue and beautte. Ffterwardg Araſpas himſelf falleth in loue 
wyth the ſayd Levy, but ſhe indued with great chaſtitie, auoydeth 
his earneſt loue. Ind when her huſband was llaine in the ſeruice 
of Cyrus, ſhe killed herſelke. 

The x1. Nouell. 25 

{ Abdolominus is from pooꝛe eſtate, aduaunced by Alexander the 

great,thzough his honell life to be king of Sydone, 
The x13.Nouell. 31. 

¶ The O:acion of the Scythian Ambaſſadours to Alexander the 

great, repꝛouing his ambicton,and deſtre * 
The xiij Nouell. 

The woꝛds of Metellus of Mariage, and nt pᷣ pꝛaiſe 
and diſpꝛayſe of the ſame. 

The xiiij. Noucll, 34. 

C Df Lais and Demoſthenes. The xy. Nouell, 37 

CC. Fabritius and A E milius Conſulles of Rome, beinge pꝛomiſed 
that kinge Pyrrhus foꝛ a ſomme of money ſhoulde bee lame ( whoe 
was a notable ennemyt to the Romaine ſtate) aduertiſed Pyrrhus 
thereof by letters, and of ther notable thinges, done by the ſame 
Fabritius. 

The xvi Nouell. 34, 
CY 0 rendꝛing th: noble mennes ſonnes 
0 tt, al 
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of Faleria, to the hands of Camillus, wag well acquited # rewar⸗ 
ded,foz his paynes and labour. 


The xvij. Nouell. 37, 
The hiſtoꝛie of Papirius Pretextatus. 
The xviij. Nouell, 38, 
C How Plutarche did b:ate his man, Ind of pꝛetie talke touchinge 
Ugnes of anger. The xix. Nouell. 39 
¶ A pꝛetie tale of AEſope,of the Larke. 
The xx. Nouell. 40. 
C 2 mery ieſt vttered by Hanniball to king Antiochus. 
The xxj. Nouell. 41. 
The marueplous knowledge of a Lion being acquainted with a 
man called Androdus, The xxij. Nouell. 41. 


A pꝛoper diſputacion of } Philoſopher Phauorinus, to perſwade 
a woman, not to put foth her child to Murſe, but to nouriſh it het 
Felic with her owne milkc. 


The xxiij Nouell. 42. 
¶ Df Sertorius a noble Romaine Captaine. 
The xxliij. Nouell. 45. 


¶ Ok the bookes of Sybilla. The xxv. Nouell. 46. 
¶ A difference and controuerſle betwene a Maſter and a Scholer, 
ſo ſubtil, that the Judges could not giue ſentence. 
The xxvj. Nouell 47. 
¶ Sclcucus King of Aſſa, gaue his wyfe to his own ſonne in mart- 
age, beinge his mother in lawe ; Who ſo feruently did loue her, d 
zee was like to die. Whiche by a diſcreete and wyſe inuencion 
was diſcouered to Seleucus 1 a "Tr 
The xxyiyNouell, o. ; 48. 
¶ Ot the — beaſtly nature Aj Timon of Athens enemp to 
mankind, with his death, burtall and Epitaph. 
Tge xxviij Nouell. 54. 
¶ The mariage of a man and woman, he beinge the huſbande of xx. 
wtues: and the the wyfe of xxu. huſ bands. 
The xx1x. Nouell. 55. 
C Howe Melchiſedech a Jewe, by telling a pꝛetie tale of thꝛee Nin⸗ 
ges, ſaued his life. 
The xxx. Nouell. 56, 
C One called Guglielmo Borkere  certaine woꝛdes well placed, 
taunted the couetous life of Ermino Grimaldi, 
The xxx). Nouell. 17. 


C Maiſter 


* 
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C Maiſter Alberto of Bologna by a pleaſaunte aunſweare, made a 


Gentlewoman to bluſhe, which had thought to haue put him out 
of countenaunte, in telling hym that he was in loue wyth her. 
The xxxij. Nouell. 58. 


CRinaldo of Eſti beyng robbed,arriued at Caſtell Guglielmo and 


was ſuccoured by a widow:and reſtozed to hys loſſea, retourning 
ſafe home to hys owne houſe. 
The xxxiij. Nouell, 60, 


C Thꝛee pong men haung fondely conſumed all $ they had, became 


very pooꝛe, whoſe nephew (as he retourned out of Englande into 
Italye, by the waye) fell in acquaintaunce with an Abbot, whom 
(vpon further kamiliaritie) he knew to be the binge of Englands 
daughter, whych toke him to her huſband. After wards ſhe reſto⸗ 
red his vncles to all theyz loſſes, and ſent them home in good (tate 
and reputacton The xxx11), Nouell 63. 


C Landolfo Ruffolo being inpeueriſhed; became a Pirate, and takẽ 


by the Geneuois, wag in daunger of dzowninge, who ſauing him⸗ 
ſelfe bppon a little Coafer full of rich Jewelles, was receaued at 
Cortu,and being cheriſhed by a woman,retozned home very rich. 
The xxxy, Nouell 68, 
Andreuccio of Perugia being come to Naples, to bup hozſe, was in 
one night ſurpꝛiſed, with thꝛee marueylous accidents. Ill which 
hauinge eſcaped, wyth one Bubte he retoꝛned home to his houle, 
The xxxvj. Nouell. 71. 


C The Earle of Angers beyng falſely accuſed, was baniſhed out of 


Fraunce,and lefte hys two ſonnes in ſondzy places in Englande, 
and retourning(vnknowen) by Stotland, founde them in greate 


authoꝛitie, afterwardes he repapꝛed in the habite of a ſeruaunt to 
the French kings armp, and being knowen to de innocent, was a⸗ 
gaine aduaunced to his lirlt eſtate, 


The xxxvij. Nouell 78. 


C Giletra a Phiſltiaus daughter of Narbona, healed the Frenche 
king of a Fiſtula, foꝛ reward whereof,the demaunded Beltramo, 
Coũtie of Roſiglione to huſband. The Cfiatte being maried a- 
gainſt his wyll, foꝛ deſpite fledde to Florence, and loued an other. 
Giletra, his wyfe, by policie found meanes to lye wyth her huſbãd 
in place ot his Louer, and was begottẽ wyth child w two ſonnes. 
Which ano ven to her huſband, he receyued her againe, and akter⸗ 
wards ſhee liued in great honoz and felicitye, 


The xuxviij. Noucll | 87. 
T ancre« 
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C Tancredi Pzice of Salerne cauſtd his doughters louer to be llatn 
and ſent his harte vnto her in a cup of Golde: which aftcrwardes 
ſhe put iuto poyſoned water, and dzinking thereof dyed. 
| The xxxix. Nouell Folio 92, 

C Mahomet one of the Turkiſhe Emperours,cxect.teth curſed cru⸗ 
eltie vppon a Greeke mayden,whom he tobe pziſcner at the win⸗ 
ning of Tonſtantinople. 

The xl. Nouell 98. 

C © Ladye falſelre accuſed of adultrye, was condempned to be de⸗ 
uoured of Lions, the maner of her deliuery, and how eher innoct⸗ 
cie being kno wen) her accuſer felt the paine fo2 her pꝛepared. 

The xlj.Nouell 103, 

¶ Didaco a Spaniard is in lone with a pooze Mayden of Valentia, 
and ſecretly marieth her, afterwards lothinge his firſte martage, 
becauſe ſhee was of baſe parentage, hee maryeth another of noble 
birth. His fir} wyfe by lecreete meſſenger p2apeth his company, 
whoſe requeſt he accopliſheth.25eing a bed, ſhe a her maide killeth 
him. She thꝛaweth him into the treat. She in deſperate wile cds 
keſſeth the fact befoze the Maieſtrates, and ts put to death. 

The xlij Noucl 114. 

¶ Wantones and pleaſaunte lite being guides of Inſolencie, dothe 
bzinge a milerable ende to a fayʒe Ladye of Thurin, whom a noble 
man aduaunced to highe eſtate. Wherin he executeth great cruel⸗ 
tye vppon his ſayd Lady taken in adulterie. 

The xliij. Nouell, 127 

C The loue of Alerane of Saxon, and of Adelaſia the daughter of 
the Emperour Otho the third of that name. Their flight and de⸗ 
parture into Jtaly,# how they were knowen againe,and what no 
ble houſes of Italy deſcended of their race, 

The xliiij. Nouell- 132. 

¶ The Ducheſſe of Sauope being the king ol Englands ſiſter, was 
in the Duke her huſbãds abſence,vntuſtly accu ed of atdultrie:by 
a noble man, his Lieutenaunt. And ſhould haue bin put to death. 
if by ß pꝛoweſſe and valiaunt cumbate of Don Iohn di Mendozza 
(a Gentleman of Spaine) ſhe had not bin deliuered. Wiih a diſ⸗ 
courle of maruellous accidents, touching the ſeme,to the ſingulex 
p:ayſe and commendacion of chaſte and honcit Ladies. 

The xlv. Nouell 153. 

C ⁊ king of Englande, loued the doughter of one of his noble men, 
which was Coũte ſſe ot Salesburie, who after great ſute to achieve 
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The Recapitulacion. 


that he could not winne,koz the inttre loue le bare her, her great 
eonſtancie, made her his Queene and wyke. 
The xlyj, Nouell Folio i 22, 

Ca Sentlemi called Galganoldg time made ſute to Madonna Mi- 
noccia, her huſbad (not knowing the ſame) divers times pzayſed 
and commended the ſapd Geutlemã to his Lady:by reaſon wher⸗ 
ok in the abſence of her huſband, ſhee ſente foz him and yelded her 
ſelf vnto him, telling him what good woꝛds her huſband had ſpo- 
ken of him, foz recompence wherof, he refuſed to diſhonoz her. 

The xlvij Nouell 199. 

C Bindo a notable Archietect, and his ſonne Ricciardo wpth all hig 
family,from Flozence,came to dwel at Uenice,where being made 
Citizẽ g foz ditzers monumts by them erected there,thzough his 
moꝛdinate expences was foꝛced to rob the Treaſure houſe. Bindo 
being llaine by a pollicie deuiſed by the Duke and the ſtate, Ricci- 
ardo by fine ſubtelties deltuereth hitmſelfe from foure daungers. 
Afterwards the Duke by his owne confeſſion) vnderſtandinge $ 
lleight, giueth him his pardon and his doughter in mariage. 

The xlviij. Nouell 203, 

¶ Philenio Siſterno a Scholer of Bologna being mocked of z.faire 
Gentlewomen at a banket made of ſet purpoſe, was reuenged vs 
pon them all. The xlix. Nouell, 208, 

C The pitious and chaſte death of one of the Muliters wiues of the 
Nueene of N auarre. The L Nouell, 214 > 

C A king of Naples abuſing a Gentlemans wyfe,in p end did wear 
the homes himſelf. The Li.Nouell, 216 * 

C The rache enterpꝛiſe of a Gentleman againſt a Pꝛinceſſe of Flaũ⸗ 
ders, and of the damage and ſhame that he receaued thereof. 

The Lij. Nouell. 219, | 
C The loue of Amadour and Florinda, wherein be contayned many 
leightes and diſſimulations together with the renowmed chaſti- 
tie of the ſapd Florinda. 


The Liij Nouell. 2236 
C The incontinencte of a Duke and of his impudencie. 
The Liiij Nouell. 240. 


¶ One ok the French kinges called Fraunces the firlt of that name 
declared his gẽtle nature to Counte Guillaume, that would haue 


killed him. The Lv. Nouell, 243. 
( plcaſaunt diſcourſe of a great Loꝛd to eniore a Gentlewoman 
of Pampelunæ. The Lyj. Nouell. 245. 
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